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PURPOSE 
The purpose of this policy is to ensure that all students and members of our school community understand: 

(a) our commitment to providing a safe and supportive learning environment for students 
(b) our expectations for positive student behaviour 
(c) the support available to students and families 
(d) our school’s policies and procedures for responding to inappropriate student behaviour 
 

Dunkeld Consolidated School is committed to providing a safe, secure and stimulating learning environment for all 
students.  We understand that students reach their full potential only when they are happy, healthy and safe, and 
that a positive school culture helps to engage students and support them in their learning. Our school 
acknowledges that student wellbeing and student learning outcomes are closely linked.  
 
The objective of this policy is to support our school to create and maintain a safe, supportive and inclusive school 
environment consistent with our school’s values. Particular attention will be paid to the inclusion, culture and safety 
of: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse backgrounds, 
gender diverse children, Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Intersex Queer (LGBTIQ) children, children with a 
disability and children who are vulnerable. 
 
 

SCOPE 
This policy applies to all school activities, including camps and excursions.  
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POLICY 
1. School Profile 
Dunkeld Consolidated School is situated in the southern-most tip of the Grampians at the foot of the majestic 
Mount Sturgeon. Our school has expansive grounds including two ovals, an undercover games area with a 
synthetic surface, and three soft-fall play areas offering varied play-gym equipment in each. We have a basketball 
court, which requires extensive renovations and is not in use as we sought lines of enquiry into funding for a 
suitable replacement or refurbishment. Through the local shire, a grant was acquired, which will enable our school 
to share a cricket/multi-purpose sport facility at the school. There is a large sandpit with various levels of concrete 
pipe offering mostly younger students the opportunity for creative play. The maintenance of our outdoor space is 
supported by an energetic Facilities Sub-Committee and is assisted by the Grampians Cricket Club, which is based 
at the school, and through supportive parent help, in particular well-attended working bees throughout the year.  
 
Our indoor learning areas are spacious and modern. For 2019, Years Prep, 1, 2 and 3 were housed together in 
open classrooms with adjoining library and shared learning space. The Upper Primary teaching spaces were in the 
main building and consisted of a separate classroom for Year 6 while the Year 4 and 5 classrooms have an 
opening, which allows for flexible working opportunities. All classrooms in the Upper Primary have modern soft 
furnishings for small break out groups. Over the past two years the corridors in our main building have been 
carpeted which has created a quieter and warmer atmosphere around the building.  
 



The school is a Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden School with all students active in the garden each week, 
while students in Year 4 to 6 share regular kitchen classes throughout the year. Our school believes this program 
works positively towards student engagement and wellbeing. 
 
Dunkeld Consolidated School is committed to improvement and achieving excellence in teaching and learning. At 
Dunkeld Consolidated School we aim to give the best possible opportunity for children to reach their potential. We 
present the message to our students, ‘You don’t have to be the best at anything; rather your task is to get better at 
everything.’ It is also acknowledged that every child is good at something and we aim to help each child find what it 
is that they can do well. To achieve this, we are committed to continuous improvement in the pursuit of excellence 
in teaching and learning and in forming knowledgeable and caring relationships with individuals. To support this, 
staff began introducing the social and emotional learning program ‘Play is The Way' (PITW) across the school P–6 
from 2015 and we credit our positive student culture with the influence of this program.  
 
The school has strong parent participation programs, which are effective. Students annually participate in our 
‘Learn to Swim’ program. Students take part in House Sports competitions in Swimming, Athletics and Cross 
Country, which all extend into interschool competitions with other small schools in our district (the Southern 
Grampians Small Schools Association). The school is visited two days per week by a music tutor who teaches 
approximately 20% of our students in a range of musical instruments in a private tutor capacity. A high proportion of 
our older students are involved in local sporting clubs such as football, netball, hockey, basketball and cricket. We 
aim to give students a solid foundation, with a strong emphasis on Literacy and Numeracy whilst being mindful of 
the need to continue to find ways to improve our teaching and learning. The curriculum and instruction aims to 
assist children to develop their potential to the fullest in all aspects of their school life. Student learning programs 
cater for individual needs including offering MiniLit at the Lower Primary level and MacqLit for Upper Primary 
students who may require literacy assistance. There is an emphasis on P-2 literacy, which is supported with 
additional staff and a parent helpers program.  

 
 
2. School Vision, Philosophy and Values 
 
Vision 
That Dunkeld Consolidated School children develop their potential to the fullest in all aspects of their school life and 
are ready to progress in their future endeavours. 
 
Philosophy 
At Dunkeld Consolidated School, we are taking part in a journey: We are striving to be better at everything we do 
and we are setting genuinely challenging goals for ourselves, some of which require us to change our practices, 
learn new approaches to teaching and learning, and putting the safety of children at the very centre of everything 
we do. We are looking to implement and develop a culture of courageous learners who will take risks in the face of 
failure. We want children to be flexible and creative in their thinking. We want children to experience the sense of 
joy from succeeding when challenged with something really difficult. We want them to have a purpose and sense of 
authenticity in what they do. And we want them to do the thinking and the work … not the teachers. Importantly we 
want children, in their journey here at Dunkeld Consolidated School to develop their ability to empathise with others 
and to understand how they fit into a complex social setting. That is why we have embraced the social and 
emotional learning program ‘Play Is The Way’, which asks much of children, at all times, in every aspect of their life 
at the school. We are boldly striving for such a culture and we are resolute in pursuing these ideals no matter how 
difficult or how long it will take. 
 
Values 

 The Golden Rule 

 Respect differences 

 Persistence 

 Courage  

 Strength of character 

 Pursuing personal best 
 
Motto 
For many years the Latin motto of the Dunkeld School was - Optima Semper.. This translation is: Our Best Always. 
We promote to all children, and the community, ‘You don’t have to be the best at anything, rather your task is to get 
better at everything.’ 
 

3. Engagement strategies 
Dunkeld Consolidated School has developed a range of strategies to promote engagement, positive behaviour and 
respectful relationships for all students in our school. We acknowledge that some students may need extra social, 
emotional or educational support at school, and that the needs of students will change over time as they grow and 
learn.  
 



A summary of the universal (whole of school) and individual engagement strategies used by our school is included 
below: 
 
 
Universal 

 High and consistent expectations of all staff, students, parents and carers. 

 Prioritise positive relationships between staff and students, recognising the fundamental role this plays in 
building and sustaining student wellbeing. 

 Creating a culture that is inclusive, engaging and supportive. 

 Welcoming all parents/carers and being responsive to them as partners in learning. 

 Analysing and being responsive to a range of school data such as attendance, Attitudes to School Survey, 
parent survey data, student management data and school level assessment data. 

 Teachers at Dunkeld Consolidated school adopt a broad range of teaching and assessment approaches to 
effectively respond to the diverse learning styles, strengths and needs of our students and follow the 
standards set by the Victorian Institute of Teaching. 

 Our school’s Statement of Values are incorporated into our curriculum and promoted to students, staff and 
parents so that they are shared and celebrated as the foundation of our school community. 

 Carefully planned transition programs to support students moving into different stages of their schooling. 

 Positive behaviour and student achievement is acknowledged in the classroom, and formally in school 
assemblies and communication to parents. 

 Monitor and respond to student attendance.  

 Create opportunities for cross-age connections amongst students through the school’s Buddy program and 
specific curriculum programs.  

 We engage in school wide positive behaviour support with our staff and students, which includes programs 
such as: 

o Play Is The Way 
o Student surveys 

 Programs, incursions and excursions developed to address issue specific behaviour (i.e. anger 
management programs). 

 Opportunities for student inclusion (i.e. sports teams, clubs, recess and lunchtime activities). 
 
Individual  

 Student Support Groups, see: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/participation/pages/supportgroups.aspx 

 Individual Learning Plans and Behaviour Support Plans 

 Program for Students with Disabilities 

 Referral to Student Support Services 

 Referral to ChildFirst 

 Support from Safe Schools 
 
Dunkeld Consolidated School implements a range of strategies that support and promote individual engagement. 
These can include: 

 building constructive relationships with students at risk or students who are vulnerable due to complex 
individual circumstances 

 meeting with student and their parent/carer to talk about how best to help the student engage with school 

 developing an Individual Learning Plan and/or a Behaviour Support Plan 

 considering if any environmental changes need to be made, for example changing the classroom set up 

 referring the student to:  
o school-based wellbeing supports  
o Student Support Services 
o appropriate external supports such as council based youth and family services, other allied health 

professionals, ChildFirst or Safe Schools 
 
Where necessary the school will support the student’s family to engage by:  

 being responsive and sensitive  to changes in the student’s circumstances and health and wellbeing 

 collaborating, where appropriate and with the support of the student and their family, with any external 
allied health professionals, services or agencies that are supporting the student 

 monitoring individual student attendance and developing an Attendance Improvement Plans in 
collaboration with the student and their family 

 running regular Student Support Group meetings for all students: 
o  with a disability 
o in Out of Home Care  
o with other complex needs that require ongoing support and monitoring 

 
 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/participation/pages/supportgroups.aspx


4. Identifying students in need of support 
 

Dunkeld Consolidated School is committed to providing the necessary support to ensure our students are 
supported intellectually, emotionally and socially. The teaching staff work together to develop and implement 
strategies that help identify students in need of support and enhance student wellbeing. Dunkeld Consolidated 
School will utilise the following information and tools to identify students in need of extra emotional, social or 
educational support: 

 personal, health and learning information gathered upon enrolment and while the student is enrolled 

 attendance records 

 academic performance  

 observations by school staff such as changes in engagement, behaviour,  self-care, social connectedness 
and motivation 

 Social and Emotional Wellbeing (SEW) testing annually (F-6) 

 Citizenship surveys of Years 3-6 

 Literacy intervention testing (e.g. MiniLit or MacqLit) 

 engagement with families 

 referral to Student Support Officers for Speech Assessment/Therapy, Occupational Therapy, Educational 
Psychology and Social Welfare support. 

 

5. Student Rights and responsibilities 
All members of our school community have a right to experience a safe and supportive school environment. We 
expect that all students, staff, parents and carers treat each other with respect and dignity.  
 
Students have the right to: 

 participate fully in their education 

 feel safe, secure and happy at school 

 learn in an environment free from bullying, harassment, violence, discrimination or intimidation 

 express their ideas, feelings and concerns 
 

Students have the responsibility to: 

 participate fully in their educational program 

 display positive behaviours that demonstrate respect for themselves, their peers, their teachers and 
members of the school community 

 respect the right of others to learn 
 

Students who may have a complaint or concern about something that has happened at school are encouraged to 
speak to their parents or carers and approach a trusted teacher or a member of the school leadership team. 

 
6. Student behavioural expectations 
6.1 Shared expectations  
Dunkeld Consolidated School has developed shared expectations to ensure that the learning, safety and rights of 
all are respected. The expectations are intended to be positive and proactive and set out what are appropriate 
behaviours for our school community.  Our shared expectations are intended to support individual students and 
families that come to our community from a diversity of backgrounds, communities and experiences. 
 
The values of Dunkeld Consolidated School Community, supported by the PITW social and emotional learning 
program, are demonstrated by the following shared expectations and behaviours: 
 
EXCELLENCE 

 The classroom is a place where we actively participate and strive for personal best. 

 The way we behave shows we are proud of our school, ourselves and our family. 

 We strive for excellence and try our personal best in everything we do. 
 
RESPECT 

 We treat others as we would like to be treated. 

 We work, learn and play in an environment of mutual respect. 

 We value individual and collective diversity. 

 We play and work safely at all times. 
 

RESPONSIBILITY 

 We take responsibility for our own behaviour and understand the logical consequences that follow. 

 We are responsible for our learning and the learning of others. 

 We will endeavour to be self-motivated learners. 

 We take care of our own and others personal property and space. 
 



CARING 

 Care for self and others. 
 
HONESTY 

 We will endeavour to be honest, sincere and seek the truth. 
Student Expectations  
All students are expected to: 

 respect, value and learn from the differences of others 

 have high expectations that they can learn 

 reflect on and learn from their own differences 
 
Attendance  
All students are expected to come to school every day that the school is open to students.  If students cannot 
come, they must provide an explanation from their parents/carers to their teacher. Students should arrive at each 
class on time and ready to learn. 
 
Behaviour  
Students are expected to: 

 support each other’s learning by behaving in a way that is curious and respectful  

 be considerate and supportive of others 

 demonstrate behaviour and attitudes that support the wellbeing and learning for all and contributes to a 
positive school environment that is safe, inclusive  and happy 

 understand that bullying, including cyber-bullying, violence, property damage, inappropriate language and 
disrupting the learning of other students  is unacceptable 

 be aware of the Bullying Policy 
 

STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT 
The Rules 
Move and play safely 
 
This means students are expected to: 
1. Walk quietly when inside. 
2. Remain in class until the teacher gives permission to leave the classroom. 
3. Eat outside. 
4. Move outside promptly at recess and lunchtimes, unless inclement weather procedures are implemented. 
5. Get to their bus or leave for home, promptly, after school is dismissed. 
6. Limit ball game activities to designated areas. 
7. Recognise and understand individual differences in play and modify actions to suit. 
8. Place an emphasis on participation and fairness in playing sport and games. 

Care for yourself, others and property 
 
This means students are expected to: 
1. Take an active role in their personal health and well-being. 
2. Be courteous and considerate of others. 
3. Follow instructions and established rules in class and the schoolyard. 
4. Wait for permission to touch or use other people’s personal property. 
5. Take care of school property and use it in the way intended. 
6. Refrain from defacing or deliberately damaging school property. 
7. Not to steal. 
8. Actively adopt the Reduce, Recycle, Reuse policy. This includes placing rubbish in bins. 
 
 
Resolve problems calmly, sensibly and fairly 
 
This means students are expected to: 
1. Settle differences without resorting to violence or physical abuse. 
2. Treat others fairly and make sure everyone gets a fair go. 
3. Seek assistance from an adult if disputes cannot be settled amicably.  
4. Quietly explain their position and listen to other opinions.  
5. Not continue ongoing conflict, even if not totally happy with the resolution. 
6. Not cause or encourage physical harm to others. 
 



Respect others in speech, manner and action 
 
This means students are expected to: 
1. Avoid behaving in an offensive way, including language, gestures, notes and drawings. 
2. Refrain from teasing, bullying, harassing or ganging up on others.  
3. Ensure that they do not make others feel bad, by deliberately leaving them out of games or activities. 

Work as well as you can and allow others to  work effectively 
 
This means students are expected to: 
1. Follow classroom procedures and allow everyone to participate. 
2. Not interfere with the learning of other students. 
3. Ensure they do not waste teaching and learning time. 
5. Arrive punctually to class. 
6. Come to class with correct equipment and complete work as required. 

 
Represent the School in a way that means it will  be highly valued throughout the wider community 
 
This means students are expected to: 
1. Recognize they are seen by the wider community as being representatives of the school and behave      
accordingly. 
2.  Behave appropriately when on excursions, camps, on school buses and while in school uniform in public. 
3. Act in a way that engenders pride in the school and in the achievements of its students. 
4. Place an emphasis on a high standard of personal presentation, including wearing school uniform with pride 
and presenting themselves in a clean and tidy manner. 
 
 

6.2 Consequences   
Appropriate Behaviour 
Dunkeld Consolidated School acknowledges students who meet the shared expectations outlined in this policy 
through recognition and encouragement in the logical consequences below. Corporal Punishment is prohibited 
in all Victorian schools. Corporal punishment must NOT be used at the Dunkeld Consolidated School 
under any circumstances. 
 
Inappropriate Behaviour 
When students do not meet these expectations, a staged response is implemented consistent with the logical 
consequences outlined below.  
 
LOGICAL CONSEQUENCES 

Appropriate Behaviour Inappropriate Behaviour 

Appropriate behaviour will be recognised by: 

 Acknowledging positive citizenship, 
based on PITW key principles, at weekly 
school assemblies 

 Positive feedback 

 Student Reports 

 Newsletters items and articles 

 Leadership opportunities 

 The right to represent the school 

 References 
 

 

 Talking to the student using consistent  
PITW language to highlight behavioural 
expectations 

 Referral to PITW checklist 

 Principal talking with the student and 
referring them to the shared 
expectations 

 Discussing appropriate behaviours in 
the classroom 

 Contact with parents 

 Making changes to the student’s 
learning program to better equip 
him/her to behave positively 

 Mediation referencing the philosophies 
of PITW 

 Action to make it right agreed to (may 
include clean up damage to property) 

 Ask the student to undertake tasks 
designed to better equip him/her to 
behave positively in the future 

 Counselling 

 Appropriate behaviours taught and 
agreed to. 

 Payment for damage sought. 

 Withdraw privileges; 

 Withdraw student temporarily from 



class 

 Hold student support group meetings 

 Negotiate alternative pathways or 
settings for student; or as a matter of 
last resort, suspension or expulsion.  

 
Ongoing Behaviour issues 
Where students exhibit ongoing behaviour patterns, as part of staged response, a range of strategies will be used. 
These may include: 

 Individual learning plans where particular students have been identified with learning difficulties and/or 

social problems and a student management plan will be included. 

 Discussing the behaviour problems and reaching an agreement for future behaviour. 

 Explicit Teaching of appropriate behaviours. 

 Monitoring and providing feedback (Student diary). 

 Time Out: allowing students a “cooling off” period.  

 Withdrawal: a student may be withdrawn from an activity, class, camp or excursion due to inappropriate 

behaviour and provided with an alternative educational setting within the school. 

 Counselling for individuals in order to modify inappropriate behaviour. 

 Discipline/Student Support Group Meeting involving parents/caregivers and/or relevant DET support 
staff, outside agencies to assist with modifying behaviour. 

 Detention will be given to a student for serious and/or continual misconduct. Detention will be taken after 

parents/caregivers have received notification. 

 Suspension and Expulsion: For serious disciplinary measures we will follow DET Engaging Schools are 
Effective Schools: Student Engagement Policy Guidelines 2009 developed in response to Ministerial Order 
No.184. 

 

7. Engaging with families  
Dunkeld Consolidated School values the input of parents and carers, and we will strive to support families to 
engage in their child’s learning and build their capacity as active learners. We aim to be partners in learning with 
parents and carers in our school community. 
 
We work hard to create successful partnerships with parents and carers by: 

 ensuring that all parents have access to our school policies and procedures, available on our school 
website 

 maintaining an open, respectful line of communication between parents and staff, using student diaries and 
digital learning journals (i.e. Seesaw) 

 providing parent volunteer opportunities so that families can contribute to school activities 

 involving families with homework and other curriculum-related activities  

 involving families in school decision-making 

 coordinating resources and services from the community for families 

 including families in Student Support Groups, and developing individual plans for students  

 sharing behavioural expectations (i.e. PITW) with the school community at assemblies 

 

8. Evaluation  
Dunkeld Consolidated School will collect data each year to understand the frequency and types of wellbeing issues 
that are experienced by our students so that we can measure the success or otherwise of our school-based 
strategies and identify emerging trends or needs. 
 
Sources of data that will be assessed on an annual basis include: 

 Attitudes to School Student Survey data 

 Citizenship Survey data (Years 3-6) 

 Social and Emotional Wellbeing (SEW) testing data (F-6) 

 Incidents data 

 Student Reports 

 Parent Survey 

 Case management 

 CASES21 

 Student Online Case System (SOCS) 
 

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES 
Refer to the following school policies: Bullying Prevention Policy, Attendance Policy, Child Safe Standards Policy, 
Inclusion and Diversity Policy and eSmart Policy. 

 
REVIEW CYCLE 
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s three-year review cycle. 


