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2024 Dunkeld Writers Festival 
 

Community members are warmly invited to the Dunkeld 
Writers Festival Launch - Wednesday 19 June from 
5.30pm. To be held at the Garage Gallery, with drinks and 
savouries provided, the launch will feature local author, 
Louise Le Nay.  
 

Louise studied dramatic art at NIDA and has worked as an 
actor in films, TV and theatre, and as a TV writer and script 
editor.  
 

Projects Louise has worked on include Prisoner, A Country 
Practice, Blue Heelers and Neighbours. She has also 
taught professional writing and editing at various tertiary 
institutions.  
 

She lives in Hamilton and is the author of two books 
published by Allen and Unwin. Joining Louise will be 
festival favourites, Marieke Hardy and Michael Williams.  
 

The Program for this years DWF (23 - 25 August) will be 
outlined and information on attending or volunteering at the 
Festival will be provided. All welcome!     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in our local district and surrounds, 
including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District 
Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion without notification. 

Dunkeld & District  

Newsletter 
Distributed fortnightly on Wednesday (except during School Holidays) 
Printed at the Dunkeld Consolidated School – E&OE 

Issue No: 9/2024    Date: Wednesday 12 June 2024 
 
 
 

 

Sponsored by Lions Club 
 

    Sponsored by Lions 
Club 

 

DONATIONS 
Cee and Bill Blackwell  $100 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to offset all expenses 
relating to producing it. Please send in your donation to the Dunkeld 
Consolidated School office where it will be receipted and an acknowledgement 
made via the Newsletter. A receipt will be provided. Please make cheques 
payable to the “Dunkeld Consolidated School.”  
Direct deposit to BSB: 633 000 Account: 1430 91510 – please include your 
name as a reference so we may acknowledge your donation. 
 
 
 
 

Roger McCLURE 

Leading Senior Constable 33436 
Dunkeld Police Station 
67 Parker Street 
Dunkeld 
Ph: 03 5577 2260 / 0409 078 825 
If unattended, will divert to Hamilton. 
 

This email will be monitored. 
DUNKELD.UNI@police.vic.gov.au 
 

Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000 
 
 

 

mailto:DUNKELD.UNI@police.vic.gov.au
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Found Number Plate on the side of the road at  
McIntyre’s Crossing, Karabeal on Saturday 8 June.  
It is small and probably belongs on a motorbike.  
Someone might recognise it.  
 
Contact Joyce Gordon on 0428 749 236. 
 

 
                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                      

BIGGEST MORNING TEA 
We all enjoyed a lovely morning tea recently, 

gathering as a community to support the Cancer 

Council Victoria. A big thank you to everyone 

who attended and kindly donated to this very 

worthwhile cause and a special thanks to Jill 

Whiting for her beautiful donation to our raffle.  

Our ‘Biggest Morning Tea’ was a great success, 

raising $574.00. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WIN SURANCE!!! 

 
 
Insurance you can rely on is worth its weight in 

gold.  And when it’s provided through Bendigo Bank, 

you can be confident it’s insurance worth having. 

Take out any home and contents, car, landlord or travel 

insurance between 1 - 30 June 2024 and you’ll go into 
the draw to WIN up to 12 months’ worth of cover. 
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CHURCH TIMES     

Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Parish Priest - Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161  Website: www.westernborder.church 
Email: patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 
3rd Week  Sunday June 16  8.30am  Mass  
4th Week  Sunday June 23  9.00am  Assembly of Word and Communion 
5th Week  Sunday June 30     No Mass or service (Mass in Penshurst) 

 
 

1st Week  Sunday July  7      8.30am  Mass  
 
 
 

Dunkeld Uniting / Anglican Congregation Church Service Times 
 

June 16   ANGLICAN at Saint Mary’s at 5.00pm      Jannie Ryan 
June 23  UNITING at Sterling Place Community Centre at 5.00pm  Rev Fiona Hill HC 
June 30  Cluster Service Hamilton 10.30am       Rev Fiona Hill - shared lunch to follow  
 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME – We would love to see you – Enquiries to Heather Macgugan 0400 952 716. 
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

WHAT’S ON JUNE / JULY – PLEASE CHECK THROUGH THE NEWSLETTER AND USE BELOW 
TO FILL IN THE DATES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO YOU 

MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT SUN 

10 11 12 
Issue 9 distributed 
 
 
 
 

13 14 15 16 

17 
 
 
 
 
 

18 19 20 21 
Issue 10 
deadline 
 

22 23 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

25 26 
Issue 10 
distributed 

27 28 29 30 

1 

SCHOOL 
HOLIDAYS 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 
Issue 11 
deadline 

13 14 

15 16 17 
Issue 11 
distributed 

18 19 20 21 

mailto:patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au
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DUNKELD MUSEUM NEWS  

OPEN FOR BUSINESS:  
Sunday 1.00pm – 5.00pm and 

Thursday 1.00pm – 4.00pm. 

Website: dunkeldmuseum.org.au 

  
MUSEUM DUTY ROSTER: 
Sun 16 June  Greg Gardner and Julie Kincade 

Sun 23 June John Kay and David Gordon 
 

ACQUISITIONS:  

Wendy Paton has donated more items to the Museum, 

including essences and ingredients we no longer see on 

the supermarket shelves, laundry bits and pieces 

including cleaners and remedies no longer available, 

and more items that will be of interest to our school 

children when they next visit. Thanks, Wendy. 
 

GROUPS WATCH OUT FOR SCAMMERS: 
The Ouyen District History & Genealogy Centre 

applied for a grant of $10,000 from the Public Record 

Office of Victoria Local History Grants Program on 9 

January 2023. The grant was to fund the completion of 

the digitisation of two early newspapers on Trove:  A 

submission for a grant from the Public Record Office 

of Victoria was successful and the group awarded the 

grant of $10,000.00. The invoice for the project was 

paid at the National Australia Bank in November 2023. 

The problem was that the invoice from the National 

Library of Australia had been intercepted by scammers 

and they changed the bank account details. The grants 

and what they were for were public knowledge so no 

doubt the scammers were intercepting emails hoping to 

divert payments. When the payment had not been 

received the National Australia Bank began looking 

into the transaction and it was reported as a possible 

scam. National Australia Bank reported that it could 

take up to six weeks to chase up the scam and it was 

unlikely to be able to recover the money. Luckily, they 

were able to recover their money, most times 

scammers win and the money is unrecoverable! So 

please be aware of these scammers. 

 

In retrospect there were a couple of details on the 

original invoice that would have flagged it as a 

scam. First, the sender's email address was a 

private Outlook email, not a government email 

address. The only other indication was that the 

bank account details listed were the only option in 

that space. No alternative payment options such as 

BPay or credit card were provided. 

 

We would recommend that to safeguard large 

payments against a scam, the invoice provider be 

contacted by telephone to confirm the account 

details before paying the account. 
 

(The Western Victorian Association of Historical Societies, 

of which the Dunkeld Museum is a member, has asked us to 

spread the word about these scams.) As 

Joyce Gordon, Secretary 

RED CROSS NEWS 

Iris Field, contact person – phone: 
5574 0202 or 0427 586 060 

It is Membership time and our $10 subs 
are due for 2024 - 2025, for those who have not 
already paid. 
 
The next Zone Meeting is in Hamilton on Tuesday 9 
July, from 10.00am to lunch time. 
 
The mid-year function with Nareeb is coming up in 
July.  As we have fewer members, it was discussed 
and decided we would meet at the RSL at 1.30pm on 
Monday afternoon 15 July and pool cars.  We will then 
travel to the Woodhouse Hall for the usual  friendly 
gathering with the Nareeb Red Cross, commencing at 
2.00pm.  Please bring something for the Stall and a 
plate of afternoon tea. Anyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Last year's Overseas Appeal was to support people of 
Vanuatu in providing preparedness, management and 
response for disasters and for climate change 
adaptation; also child protection and gender inclusion; 
health and sanitation; and recruitment and training of 
more on-ground volunteers. 
 
This year's Overseas Appeal is to support the people 
of Timor Leste in areas such as disaster preparedness 
and response; agriculture and nutrition; water and 
sanitation; youth activities; income diversity; 
environmental protection; health and First Aid training. 

 

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER  - Please Note  
 

Newsletter Items for Issues 10 and 11 are to be 
forwarded to Terrie Nicholson at the following email 
address - thevicnics18@bigpond.com  
 

Closing date for the Community Newsletter is 6.00pm 
on the Friday before the distribution date, as listed in 
the below table. 
  
Issue      Cut-off Date        Distribution Date 
10       Fri 21 June                     Wed 26 June 
               JUNE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
11       Fri 12 July                      Wed 17 July 
12           Fri 26 July                        Wed 31 July 
13       Fri  9 August                     Wed 14 August 
14        Fri 23 August                   Wed 28 August 
15           Fri  6 September              Wed 11 September 
               SEPTEMBER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
16        Fri  4 October                 Wed 9 October  
17        Fri 18 October                 Wed 23 October 
18        Fri  1 November               Wed  6 November 
19        Fri 15 November              Wed 20 November 
20       Fri 29 November             Wed 4 December 
21       Fri 13 December              Wed 18 December  

LAST ISSUE FOR 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:thevicnics18@bigpond.com
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MOBILE LIBRARY 
Will be visiting DUNKELD every Thursday fortnight 

12.30pm – 1.30pm 
Glenelg Highway alongside pool 

 
   Dunkeld:    Thursday 20 June, Thursday 4 July 
 
   Mirranatwa: Thursday 13 June, Thursday 27 June  

3.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

Phone:  5573 0470 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:   
GREATER HAMILTON LIBRARY 

Ann Hinsch 
Hamilton Library 

Mobile Library Services Officer 
Southern Grampians Shire Council 

 

250 Words from Father David 
“People of accomplishment rarely sat back and let 

things happen to them. They went out and happened to 

things.” Leonardo da Vinci 1452. 

This explains a lot about why Leonardo is still being 

talked about, why we still look up to him and why 

exhibitions and his drawings can be admired and 

gawped at. The process of going out and happening to 

things i.e.. Being proactive is not altogether easy. 

First you have to see the ‘something’. Glimpse an 

opportunity, perceive a need, understand that 

something is not right or could be improved upon. 

Then you have to think through what is needed to 

make the thing happen or to be remodelled. All this 

without allowing apathy and procrastination to wash 

over and seduce you. Apathy and procrastination are 

very seductive. 

Then you have to summon the wherewithal, actually 

go and do it and maintain the energy and verve 

through to its completion. Whew! 

But there is something else that is necessary to be a 

‘Leonardo’ and to happen to things. A vital part is 

realising and admitting that sometimes, maybe often, 

you were wrong. That the problem is insurmountable, 

or the way you were tackling was not the best or most 

fruitful way. 

The ability to make this admission is a very precious 

commodity and perhaps is the most important skill of 

all. 

About one of his inventions Leonardo wrote something 

like. ‘If the results are not as anticipated and the 

outcome is flawed then the concept should be 

disregarded swiftly and permanently.’ All of the above 

is not an easy checklist. There are few public, high 

profile ‘Leonardos’. 

But my guess is that there are many ‘Leonardos’ 

“happening to things’; quietly, selflessly, 

unobtrusively, but nevertheless effectively. We could 

always use more of them. Go out and happen to things. 
 

Father David Oulton 
 

 

NEWS 
 
 
 

A lovely lunch with Southwest Artist, Julie Kent 
Saturday 1 June 2024 

Last Sunday we hosted a 
fantastic lunch and 
watercolour workshop with 
South West Artist, Julie Kent.  
It was challenging, but 
incredibly rewarding! The 
food was delightful, and the 
company was lovely. Meeting 
new people was a highlight of 
the day. Julie is not only a 
talented artist but also an 
awesome teacher! Thank 
you, Julie, for your guidance 
and inspiration.  
 

A big thank you to everyone 
who attended. Your 
masterpieces were truly 
impressive! 

 
COMING UP AT OTR Dunkeld: 
 

Brunch with Lida Hazara, founder of Women for Change 
Presented by DRASS 
Wednesday 12 June 2024 
10.00am – 12.00pm 

 
Lida Hazara, originally 
from Afghanistan, founder 
of Women For Change will 
be talking about Education 
for women and girls 
denied opportunity in their 
own country.  

The lovely team at DRASS will be providing hot food and 
drinks. 
Entry by donation. Money will go to Lida's organisation and 
any other monetary donations will be gratefully received also.  
  
Please come and hear her inspirational story.  
  
At DRASS gatherings, we welcome donations of non-
perishable food for locally disadvantaged families, 
distributed by the Uniting Church Hamilton  

 
 
 
 
Offbeat Film Club – Music 
Concerts and Films 
Sunday 16 June 2024 
Doors 6.00pm, Film 6.30pm 
 
 
 

 
 

6/6/2024, 6:43 pmHome | Women for Change

Page 1 of  3ht tps: //www.hazarawomenforchange.com/

WOMEN FOR CHANGE

WELCOMES YOU
Hazara women bringing positive change to people's lives

WHO WE ARE

WOMEN FOR CHANGE Search...

Home About Projects Reports Contact Gallery Donate Log In

Let's Chat!

http://www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library
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Beuno Vista Social Club 
Ageing Cuban musicians whose 
talents had been virtually forgotten 
following Castro's takeover of Cuba, 
are brought out of retirement by Ry 
Cooder, who travelled to Havana in 
order to bring the musicians 
together, resulting in triumphant 
performances of extraordinary 
music, and resurrecting the 
musicians' careers. 

 
Cultural Art Therapy with Aunty Nerissa 
Sunday 23 June 2024 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 
 

 
 
OTR Dunkeld Busy Bee 
Sunday 30 June 2024 
2.00pm – 3.00pm 

 
We invite Members and 
Friends of Off the Rails 
Dunkeld to join us for a 
busy bee and some 
afternoon tea so we can 
have a bit of a tidy up. 

The monthly committee meeting will occur just prior from 
1.00pm – 2.00pm.   
 
All welcome. 

 
Mosaic with Helen Baker 
Saturday 20 July and  
Saturday 27 July 2024 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 
 
 
 

Mosaic classes will provide 
participants with the knowledge of 
how to prepare tiling surfaces, 
different tiling techniques using the 
appropriate tools, grouting 
techniques and sealing the 
finished product. All materials, 
tools and equipment will be 

supplied however participants are required to bring a pair of 
side cutters if possible. Total cost is $100.00 which is for 
both sessions payable on the first class. Classes will also be 
subjected to receiving adequate numbers to operate.   

 

Bookings can be made via email otrdunkeld@gmail.com.au  
or calling 0405 385  359. 

 
Clay and Sip!   
With a Sculpture Brainstorming 
session. 
 
Skills Series Session 
Sunday 28 July 2024 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 

 
A little sipping, a bit of learning, a lot of chatter and a handful 
of airdry clay turned into all sorts of lovely things!  From 
balloon bowls, to coil bowls, to little birds, everyone’s 
imagination will be on fire. 
 
2024 Skills Series sessions, where anybody in the 
community can come along and learn a new skill, meet new 
people, or chat with friends.  
 
The Skills Series sessions are by donation, whatever you 
can afford, so they are inclusive for everybody! 
 
Come and join us Sunday 28 July for Clay and Sip - Play 
with Clay, glass of wine included! We will also be 
brainstorming up a new sculpture for Dunkeld so bring your 
ideas and themes! 
 
We will be having our monthly Committee Meeting prior, at 
1.00pm – 2.00pm. 

 
VanGOgh Travelling Art  
Every Monday – Term 2 

Mobile Art Club is at Off the Rails 
Mondays 4.30pm – 6.00pm. To 
secure a spot for your mini-Master 
or for more information, contact 
Shelley via Facebook “Vangogh 
travelling art club”, email 
vangoghartclub@gmail.com or 
phone 0488 712 937. 
Monday » Dunkeld 
Tuesday Hamilton middles- vr 3-5 
Wednesday » Penshurst 
Thursday Hamilton seniors - V- 6 

 
HIRE THE SPACE 
Feel free to contact us on otrdunkeld@gmail.com or Kerryn 
on 0405 385 359. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Off the Rails Dunkeld 2024 Memberships!    
To renew your membership, or join Off the Rails Dunkeld, 
please consider making a $10.00 donation by direct deposit 
or drop into the Dunkeld Bendigo Bank branch:  
Off the Rails Dunkeld 
633-000 
Account 155 271 299 
  
Thank you. 
Off the Rails, Dunkeld Committee 
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HAMILTON PAC 
 

 
Image of Ivan Durrant.  
Photo credit: Victor Colin 
Courtesy of the Sydney Morning Herald. 

 
Controversial artist, Ivan Durrant opens exhibition at 
Hamilton Gallery  
 
Marmalade Skies Through Opal Eyes will be on display until 
Sunday 29 September and New Exuberance will be on 
display until Sunday 21 July. 
 
Full details were published in the last Community Newsletter, 
Issue 8. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Lions Den 
L Liberty 
I Intelligence 
O Our 
N Nations 
S Safety 
 
If we worry too much about 
ourselves, we won’t have time for others. Mother Teresa. 
 
A nice Lions story 
Matt Bowtell, self-admitted misfit at school until the age of 16 
when he met a Japanese school teacher who recommended 
him for a Lions Youth Exchange to Japan. Six weeks in 

Japan changed his life, he returned to Australia, and worked 
hard at school. At the end of Year 11 he returned to Japan, 
sponsored by the Mitsukaido Lions Club to the same host 
family for twelve months. He returned to Australia to 
complete Year 12 at Wonthaggi College (Dux) then onto 
Monash University, and University of Chiba Japan studying 
mechatronics. In his spare time he worked on producing 
bionic arms which would be accessible to anyone who 
needed them. He provided his devices free and even paid 
the postage. There are now over 7,000 people worldwide 
using his program to make the devices. Matt is very quick to 
acknowledge the help and encouragement given to him by 
Lions. Well done, Matt. 
 
One of those things you really had to know 
William Tipple SMITH (1803 – 1852) discovered the first 
payable gold deposits in Australia in 1848 near Bathurst, 
New South Wales. 
 
One for Father David 
Like your newsletter articles, Father. 
Recently I was at church in Dunkeld and it was a very 
entertaining experience. In the seat in front of me sat Mum, 
Dad and a child. The child picked up her mother’s handbag 
and slid down the other end of the seat. She then started to 
take everything out of the bag piece by piece and lay it out 
on the seat. The mother was signalling the child to stop and 
to come back up the seat. The child just kept taking things 
out of the bag and displaying them for us to see. (If this 
mother could put so much in a handbag I would hate to have 
to carry her suitcase – thank you for cases with wheels). 
Finally the mother nudged the father, he got up and picked 
up the child and started to go outside. The child looked at the 
congregation and said, “pray for me.” 
 

Peter Hinchey 
 

DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH 
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men 
and women to be members and renew their 
membership to ensure the future of the RSL 
locally. Membership for 2024 is $40.00 per 
person. If you are a relative of ex-service men 
or women, you can also join the RSL. Affiliate 

memberships are also available to members of emergency 
services (police, fire brigade, CFA, ambulance and/or SES). 
Social membership is also available. By becoming a member 
of the RSL, you will enjoy the privilege of having joined one 
of Australia's oldest and most revered organisations and 
supporting your local RSL Sub-Branch. An organisation 
committed to selfless service on behalf of the nation, which is 
dedicated to honouring those who have served our nation 
through military service, and that focuses on the care of 
veterans and their dependants. Application forms are 
available from the Secretary/Treasurer, Terrie Nicholson on 
0487 416 971. 
 
Western Front Battlefield Tours: Duly Nobly Done (DND) 

Battle Tours have partnered with 
Sacred Ground Tours to offer 
unique 10-Day Australian Tours 
on the Western Front. 

• First Class Personalised Group Tours – maximum of 22 
guests. 

• Guaranteed Australian guides. 

• Departing in April and September 2025 / 2026. 

• For further information visit their website: 
https://www.dndbattletours.com.au/tour/anzac-day-on-
the-western-front-2 

 
D-Day Commemorations: honouring those who served: 
Sub-Lieutenant Richard Pirrie, who served in World War 2, 
has had his name added to the Normandy Memorial Wall 
during commemorations for the 80th anniversary of D-Day. 

https://www.dndbattletours.com.au/tour/anzac-day-on-the-western-front-2
https://www.dndbattletours.com.au/tour/anzac-day-on-the-western-front-2


8 

 

 
The then 24-year-old Royal 
Australian Navy officer served 
alongside British and Canadian 
troops from the landing ship 
HMS Invicta. He commanded a 
small spotter boat to identify and 
neutralise – ultimately 
successfully – German positions 
at Normandy, saving many allied 
lives. 
 
He is one of 13 veterans from 12 
allied countries who were added 

to the Memorial Wall in Portsmouth, in recognition of the 
enduring international relationships that were forged during 
the Second World War. 
 
Sub-Lieutenant Pirrie’s nephew, Michael Pirrie, travelled to 
the UK and France for the commemorations. 
“It was very emotional being there, and seeing and touching 
my uncle’s name on the wall. He is someone I never knew 
but have heard so much about," Mr Pirrie said. 
 
“I am so proud that he was selected to represent all the 
Australians who took part on D-Day, especially given this is 
the first time that an Australian has been nominated and 
selected to represent the nation and its D-Day forces on an 
international monument.” 
 
Sub-Lieutenant Pirrie was killed when his boat was 
simultaneously hit by a heavy German on-shore gun and a 
floating mine. 
 
From all three services, 3300 Australians took part in the 
combined naval, air and land assault on Nazi-occupied 
France on June 6, 1944. By the end of the day, the allies had 
established a foothold along the French coast to begin their 
costly advance to liberate northwest Europe, finally achieving 
victory over the Nazis a year later. 
 
Head of Australian Defence Staff in London Brigadier Grant 
Mason said the world owed a debt of gratitude to all those 
who took part in the D-Day operation, Operation Overlord. 
 
“On this day, we honour and remember all those who served, 
and their families, for the enormous courage they 
demonstrated in what was the biggest amphibious invasion 
in military history,” Brigadier Mason said. 
 
“It’s a proud moment to be able to represent all current 
Australian serving personnel as we give thanks for the 
sacrifices they made for the freedom that we enjoy today.” 
 
Australia’s main contribution was in the air with 2800 
Australian airmen serving in Royal Air Force and Royal 
Australian Air Force squadrons, along with 500 Australian 
sailors on Royal Navy vessels and a smaller number of 
Australian Army officers assigned to British units. 
 
All who fought were remembered at a special 
commemoration service in Portsmouth attended by 
thousands of people, including Brigadier Mason and other 
senior ADF personnel along with King Charles III and Queen 
Camilla, The Prince of Wales and a number of surviving D-
Day veterans. 
 
“It was an incredible day, gathering at Portsmouth 80 years 
after the invasion, this time as a group of citizens but also 
united in our belief in the values of freedom and democracy,” 
Mr Pirrie said. 
 
“And then to be at Juno Beach the next day and trying to 
visualise what it must have been like for all of those involved, 

including my uncle, and the bravery and courage those men 
had, is something I’ll never forget.”¹ 
¹https://www.defence.gov.au/news-events/news/2024-06-13/d-day-

commemorations-honouring-those-who-served 

 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR 
PARKLETS NOW OPEN 
Hamilton hospitality businesses have the 
opportunity to enhance their outdoor 
dining spaces through Southern 

Grampians Shire Council’s Parklet Program.  Expressions of 
interest are now open for any local businesses interested in 
securing one of three available parklets in the Hamilton CBD. 
Originally introduced during the pandemic, parklets are 
innovative spaces that transform parking bays into vibrant, 
pedestrian-friendly areas. These areas provide a unique 
opportunity for businesses to extend their services outdoors, 
creating inviting spaces for customers and enhancing the 
overall street atmosphere. 
 
Currently, our three Council-owned parklets are located 
outside Tosca Browns, The Grand Central Hotel, and Little 
Koi, each featuring eye-catching designs by local artists. 
“These parklets were initially provided to give local 
businesses options for outdoor dining, when COVID 
restrictions were in place,” said Mayor Councillor David 
Robertson. 
“Instead of becoming relics of the pandemic, these little 
parklets have become a much loved and often used part of 
life in Hamilton. I think that these parklets represent a great 
opportunity for local hospitality venues to add some 
additional seating, to increase their visibility or to bring some 
new life to their street frontage.” 
“We’d now like offer other Hamilton hospitality businesses an 
opportunity to have the parklets in front of their 
establishments,” Cr Robertson concluded. 
 
Benefits of Hosting a Parklet: 

• Extended Seating: Increase your dining or service area, 
offering more space for customers to enjoy. 

• Enhanced Visibility: Make your business more appealing 
and noticeable to passersby. 

• Increased Foot Traffic: Draw more visitors to your 
location with an attractive and functional outdoor space. 

 
Cost and Application: 
The cost to host a parklet is $1150 per year which includes 
the permit fees. Expressions of interest are open to any food 
/ beverage business in Hamilton with adjacent car parking. 
Interested businesses should submit a fully completed 
expression of interest form by 30 June 2024. 
 
Eligibility and Criteria: 
To ensure the safety and appropriateness of parklet 
locations, a business must meet the following criteria: 

• The bay must be on a Council-owned straight section of 
road with a speed limit of 50km/h or less.  

• It must not sit within a clearway or contain service pit 
lids, fire hydrants, or drains.  

• The parking bay must be a minimum 10m from an 
intersection and a minimum 20m from a signalised 
intersection.  

Please note, meeting these criteria does not guarantee 
approval. Southern Grampians Shire Council reserves the 
right to select the most suitable applications based upon the 
eligibility and selection criteria. 
How to Apply: We encourage all interested hospitality 
businesses to contact our Business Support team for 
assistance in assessing their site's suitability before 
submitting an application.  
Reach out via email at ecodev@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au or 
call 5573 0240 for more information. 
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Brighten Up Your Business: Apply Now for 
Council’s Business Facade Improvement Program! 
Southern Grampians Shire Council is proud to announce the 
launch of the Business Façade Improvement Program. This 
initiative is designed to help businesses with street frontage 
make high-quality facade enhancements to improve the 
visual appearance and function of the building. 
Open to all businesses in the Southern Grampians with 
street frontage, the program offers up to $3,000 in funding 
for physical works to help local businesses make impactful 
improvements such as painting, cleaning, signage updates, 
repairs, and minor maintenance works. As a further 
incentive, the council will waive planning permit fees to 
encourage participation (relevant building permit fees still 
apply). 
 
Southern Grampians Shire Mayor Councillor David 
Robertson said the program had been introduced off the 
back of feedback from the community. 
“The implementation of a facade program has been 
suggested to Council Officers and Councillors from various 
businesses owners over the last few years. We also heard 
through our consultation on the Small Towns Strategy that a 
number of buildings in our townships were in poor condition. 
“This program will help businesses to undertake necessary 
works to improve the look and feel of their businesses and 
our streets. It will also complement the Hamilton CBD 
Streetscape works currently being designed by Council and 
ensure any improvements to businesses align with Council's 
vision to strengthen the heritage and character of the town,” 
Cr Robertson said. 
 
Key Details of the Program: 

• Dollar-for-dollar matching grants: Council will match 
business investment up to $ 3,000 excluding GST. 

• Eligibility: To be eligible for the program, applicants must 
complete a Business Facade Improvement Program 
application form online, including all associated 
documentation and application forms. They must also 
obtain the building owner's consent if necessary. 

• Conditions: If successful, businesses will have until the 
end of May 2025 to complete all proposed works and 
will need to submit all associated documentation 
including invoices and proof of works to receive 
reimbursement. All claims must be submitted by the end 
of May so the grant can be acquitted in the correct 
financial year. 

 
“We encourage all our Southern Grampians Shire 
businesses to get on board with this program and help us 
improve the look and feel of our township retail precincts,” Cr 
Robertson concluded. 
 
Applications for the annual program open 1 July 2024. 
For further information, please get in touch with the Council 
at 5573 0444 or contact Economic Development Support 
Officer Daniel Shaw at: dshaw@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au 
 

SGSC Community Partnership Grants 
Please find listed below information about the SGSC 
Community Partnership Grants. Round One 2024/2025 – 
applications open on 1 July 2024 (9.00am) and close on 31 
July 2024 (4.00pm).  
 
Need help with your grant application? Drop in for a one-on-
one session WITH OUR TEAM! 

• Tuesday 16 July 2024 – 10.00am to 12.00pm - The 
Catching Pen, Coleraine. 

• Tuesday 16 July 2024 – 1.00pm to 3.00pm – Balmoral 
Hall. 

• Wednesday 17 July 2024 – 10.00am to 12.00pm – 
Cavendish Hall. 

• Wednesday 17 July 2024 – 1.00pm to 3.00pm – Dunkeld 
Visitor Information Centre. 

• Thursday 18 July 2024 – 10.00am to 12.00pm - 
Penshurst Hall. 

• Thursday 18 July 2024 – 1.00pm to 3.00pm – 
Glenthompson Hall. 

 
Let’s get ready drop-in sessions will be held on Friday 21 
and 28 June from 10.00am to 2.00pm at the Greater 
Hamilton Library. Time to apply drop-in sessions will be 
held on Friday 5, 12, 19 and 26 July from 10.00am to 2.00pm 
at the Greater Hamilton Library. 
 
Please contact the SGSC on 5573 0444 or email:  
communitygrants@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au  if you would like 
to book a session time outside these hours.  
 

Landcare News 
If you want to know more about any of the events/activities, 
please check out the relevant websites or get in touch with 
me. I hope you find something of interest to you amongst 
them - and please feel free to pass them onto others. 
 
If you have any thoughts or ideas for projects or topics you 
would love to see addressed at field days or an information 
session, please get in touch.  I am here to help you. 
 
Thank you to everyone that has supplied information for any 
of the articles. 
 
Lisa McIntyre 
Landcare Facilitator for Panyyabyr, Mirranatwa, Bunnugal, 
Glenthompson, Mooralla and Bulart Landcare Groups, 
Partnership and Community Coordinator (Southern 
Grampians), Nature Glenelg Trust 
Phone: 5574 9235 or 0428 749 235 
 
Grampians Ark Fox Control Program - A reminder to all 
residents, landowners and visitors that our Winter pulse 
began on - Monday 3 June 2024 - and runs until Monday 12 
August 2024.  Please be aware that fox baits will be laid on 
participating properties - a sign will be attached to each 
gateway/entrance, notifying visitors of such.  Participants can 
collect their baits from Kelly's AGnVET Dunkeld Mitre 10 
store.  If you would like to join in, or just find out more 
information, please get in touch.  We also have fox and 
smaller cages to be loaned out.  If you'd like to try one, 
please get in touch. 
 
Our Catchment Our Communities Rabbit Control 
Program - This program is now underway!  My thanks to 
everyone involved, for your patience and understanding, and 
also to the GHCMA and their funding partners, for allowing 
the extension of this project timeline.  Phil Sansom is 
emailing participants now – please reply back to him so he 
can plan his work.  If you have any queries, please don't 
hesitate to get in touch with me. 
 
Birdlife Australia webinar - Birds meet: Climate Change -
Guest Dr Sara Ryding will be sharing her research on how 
birds are showing changes in their body size and shape in 
response to climate change, and what such changes mean 
for the animals. Sara will cover the concepts underpinning 
changes to body size and shape, the methods used to study 
such changes, and patterns they’ve found through time. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c59CJ5Tc2Iw 
 
Nature Glenelg Trust Newsletter 
Wannon River Insights Part 3: How long does it take water to 
flow through the system, and what is the impact of long-term 
rainfall patterns? 

mailto:dshaw@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au
mailto:grants@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au
https://natureglenelg.org.au/wannon-river-insights-part-3-how-long-does-it-take-water-to-flow-through-the-system-and-what-is-the-impact-of-long-term-rainfall-patterns/
https://natureglenelg.org.au/wannon-river-insights-part-3-how-long-does-it-take-water-to-flow-through-the-system-and-what-is-the-impact-of-long-term-rainfall-patterns/
https://natureglenelg.org.au/wannon-river-insights-part-3-how-long-does-it-take-water-to-flow-through-the-system-and-what-is-the-impact-of-long-term-rainfall-patterns/
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https://natureglenelg.org.au/wannon-river-insights-part-3-
how-long-does-it-take-water-to-flow-through-the-system-and-
what-is-the-impact-of-long-term-rainfall-patterns/ 
 
2024 BestWool/BestLamb and BetterBeef Network 
Conferences and Dinner on 19 and 20 June. Ballarat 
Agriculture Victoria invites all beef and sheep producers and 
their broader industries to join us at the 2024 
BestWool/BestLamb and BetterBeef Conferences, and the 
combined conference dinner in Ballarat on 19-20 June. This 
is the first time since 2019, that the two conferences will be 
held together and in the new location of Ballarat.  
 
Ecological Society of Australia - Cameras reveal wombat 
burrows can be safe havens after fire and waterholes after 
rain.  Australia’s unprecedented Black Summer bushfires in 
2019–2020 created ideal conditions for misinformation to 
spread, from the insidious to the absurd.   It was within this 
context that a bizarre story went viral on social media.   This 
was a tale of heroic wombats herding other animals into their 
fireproof burrows to save them from the flames. At the time, 
this story was explained as largely inaccurate. But now it has 
been investigated in more detail, and confirmed it may 
contain a kernel of truth.  
 
Grain Grower Perspectives and Approaches to 
Regenerative Agriculture 
To Whom It May Concern, 
I am reaching out to you as we are hoping to connect with 
grain growers for our project, a GRDC investment that aims 
to do two main things: 

• Establish clear understandings of what regenerative 
agriculture is, and is not 

• Establish a suite of useful indicators to determine 
progress to relevant farmer goals 

  
Our Southern Cross Uni team (which includes a soil scientist, 
an agronomist, an agroecologist, a rural sociologist and an 
expert in natural capital accounting) are asking grain growers 
to complete a survey about their goals, practices, views of 
regenerative agriculture and indicators they find useful.  
  
We are also recruiting farmers for a three year monitoring 
project to trial the indicators on a range of farms. This project 
is not restricted to farmers currently using “regen” practices!! 
If you are interested in improving soil function, reducing 
fertiliser inputs and/or gaining a better understanding of 
soil/plant relationships on your farm this will be of interest. 
  
Get involved!  
We are seeking farm owners and/or managers to complete 
the online survey, which will take approximately 20 minutes 
to complete. There are five sections relating to your farm, 
goals, management practices, background information and 
views on regenerative agriculture. 
  
Survey Link: 
https://scuau.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3HKnIKYYq3ZhT0i 
More Information: https://grdc.com.au/grdc-
investments/investments/investment?code=SCU2307-
001RTX 
 
Any questions, contact Hanabeth.luke@scu.edu.au 
Dr Hanabeth Luke, Project Leader, Faculty of Science and 
Engineering 
  
Parks Victoria Update - Grampians (Gariwerd) and Black 
Range State Park deer and feral goat control operation - 17 
to 21 June 2024. 
Parks Victoria is conducting an ongoing conservation 
program to improve the health of the Grampians (Gariwerd) 
National Park by reducing deer and feral goat populations. 
Annual shooting operations commenced in late April 2024 
and will continue for the remainder of 2024. 

 
The next control operation is scheduled between 17 – 21 
June 2024 (subject to favourable weather).  Qualified and 
experienced contractors will undertake aerial shooting 
operations across identified sectors of the park where these 
animals are damaging vegetation and cultural values. Parks 
Victoria staff will also be supporting these efforts with staged 
ground-based operations throughout the year. 
 
During operations, parts of the Grampians (Gariwerd) 
National Park will be temporarily closed or restricted while 
shooting activities are underway. 
 
To ensure visitor safety, warning signs will be placed at 
closures and major road access points to the control area.  
Visitors are encouraged to follow all instructions on 
permanent and temporary signage. 
 
Deer and goats cause serious damage to native plants, 
animals, and habitat by trampling and destroying plants, 
increasing grazing pressure, ring-barking young trees, 
fouling waterholes, causing soil erosion, and spreading 
weeds. The most effective method for controlling deer and 
feral goat populations is shooting. 
 
This program is funded through the Victorian Government’s 
Protecting Biodiversity Program. 
 
For further information please visit: 
https://www.parks.vic.gov.au/places-to-see/parks/grampians-
national-park#change-of-conditions or contact 13 1963. 
 
Jacqui Brown, Park Ranger (Seasonal), Gariwerd/Grampians 
National Park 
Email: jacqui.brown@parks.vic.gov.au  Mobile: 0427 186 545 

 
FrogID Team - Tanami Toadlet call recorded after 43 years.    
Meet our frog of the month, the Tanami Toadlet (Uperoleia 
micromeles). Despite being described to science 43 years 
ago, the call of the Tanami Toadlet remained a mystery until 
now! Thanks to a FrogID submission by Dr Tim Henderson 
from the Australian Wildlife Conservancy's Newhaven 
Wildlife Sanctuary, we now have the first scientific recording 
of its call.  
 
Grassland Society of Southern Australia - Registration is 
now open for the GSSA 64th Annual conference, taking 
place from 16 - 18 July, All Seasons Resort, Bendigo. The 
two-day program promises to deliver a range of informative 
speakers, and the acclaimed 'Bus Tour' which is always a 
highlight of the conference. Plenty of networking 
opportunities will also be available including the Welcome 
Drinks, Conference Breakfasts and Conference Dinner. Don't 
miss this chance to come together with colleagues. 
 
The National Centre for Farmer Health -  Postgraduate 
study that makes a difference   Agricultural communities 
need advocates now more than ever. Individuals who 
understand the impact of safety culture, climate change, and 
disasters on community health. We need empathetic leaders 
- like YOU - to drive change. Enhance your ability to support 
rural health and safety by upskilling with our Healthy and 
Sustainable Agricultural Communities (HMF702) training. 
Easily accessible online, this course offers flexibility and 
connection with peers across Australia. Partial scholarships 
worth $1650 are available for professionals dedicated to 
improving their rural communities. Start making a difference 
today! Applications close 16 June 2024. 
 
ACM Survey on Renewable Energy -  Australian 
Community Media, who own a range of local newspapers 
across Australia, has released a survey to gauge community 
views on climate and energy in regional areas.  

https://natureglenelg.org.au/wannon-river-insights-part-3-how-long-does-it-take-water-to-flow-through-the-system-and-what-is-the-impact-of-long-term-rainfall-patterns/
https://natureglenelg.org.au/wannon-river-insights-part-3-how-long-does-it-take-water-to-flow-through-the-system-and-what-is-the-impact-of-long-term-rainfall-patterns/
https://natureglenelg.org.au/wannon-river-insights-part-3-how-long-does-it-take-water-to-flow-through-the-system-and-what-is-the-impact-of-long-term-rainfall-patterns/
https://grdc.com.au/grdc-investments/investments/investment?code=SCU2307-001RTX
https://grdc.com.au/grdc-investments/investments/investment?code=SCU2307-001RTX
https://grdc.com.au/grdc-investments/investments/investment?code=SCU2307-001RTX
mailto:jacqui.brown@parks.vic.gov.au
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The survey takes about five minutes to complete and is a 
great opportunity to show support and highlight the benefits 
of renewable energy in regional Australia, and to raise the 
need for climate action.  To complete the survey, follow this 
link: 
https://survey.chi2.com.au/jfe/form/SV_brvstgOMYhwNjjE 
 
Ecological Society of Australia - Coevolution is a driving 
force behind generating biodiversity on Earth, explaining why 
there are millions of different species, according to a new 
study led by The Australian National University (ANU).       
Coevolution occurs when closely interacting species drive 
evolutionary changes in each other and can lead to 
speciation - the evolution of new species - but until now 
evidence was scarce. A team of researchers from ANU, 
CSIRO, the University of Melbourne and the University of 
Cambridge put this idea to the test by studying the 
evolutionary arms race between cuckoos and the host birds 
in whose nests they lay their eggs.    
 
VFF – Making Our Farms Safer (MOFS) - If you haven't 
explored their website yet, or if it's been some time since 
your last visit, now is a great time to browse the range of free 
resources they offer. Their resources cover a wide range of 
topics, including machinery, chemicals, Occupational Health 
and Safety (OH&S), mental health, livestock and children.        
You can easily access and download our guidebooks and 
find information about upcoming events, registration for on-
farm safety visits, and general information about MOFS on 
their website. Make sure to check back regularly for updates 
and new content: https://www.vff.org.au/project/making-our-
farms-safer/ 
 

 
 
 

 

Road Crash Rescue 
 
Did you know that VICSES is 
Australia’s largest Road Crash 
Rescue network with specialist 
principal provider teams in 104 
of our units? Including the 
Dunkeld Unit! 
 
Find out more about the role our 
volunteers play in road safety 
via our website: https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/news.../-
/tag/road+crash+rescue 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 

 

Who’s Who in the Dunkeld Zoo 
 

Brad Bowe, Unit Controller, SES Dunkeld Unit 

 
Where were you born, when were you born and when did 
you come to Dunkeld? 
I’m from Nhill and was born in 1982. I’ve lived near Caramut 
for the past six plus years. 
How long have you been a volunteer at the SES Dunkeld 
Unit? 
I’ve been a full member of Dunkeld SES for the past three 
years but have been a dual response member for seven 
years. 
What motivated you to join the Dunkeld Unit? 
Helping communities and meeting new people. 

What roles or responsibilities do you typically undertake 
as an SES volunteer? 
For the past seven years I’ve been a dual response member 
for Dunkeld SES, Hamilton SES and Mortlake SES. Since 
2022, Doug McArthur retired as the Dunkeld SES Controller, 
and I took over. 
What do you like the most about volunteering? 
Volunteering is great. The people you meet, not just in your 
unit, but also throughout the state. The skills you learn, the 
motivation and confidence to succeed, is a great way to build 
your self-esteem with solid support around you. 
What is your biggest challenge volunteering at the 
Dunkeld Unit? 
Being the Controller has its challenges, you have so much 
responsibility on your shoulders. Finding new and exciting 
ways to train and trying to get new members through the 
door. 
How has the Dunkeld Unit evolved in your time there? 
When I started my goal was to change the way we train, 
think, and set a whole new structure, giving almost every 
member a role. 
 
Once again giving people the opportunity to learn something 
new and build their self-confidence. We’ve regained our unit 
competency by being able to have junior members again 
(16-18 years). 
 
It’s taken 10 plus years but finally we are in the process of 
getting our own building. We have a social night every 5th 
Wednesday away from the unit, so members and their 
families can kick back, relax and have a laugh. 
What is your favourite thing about living in Dunkeld? 
I live near Caramut, approximately smack bang in the middle 
between Dunkeld, Mortlake and Hamilton! I have a 35 minute 
drive to get to the unit. 
How would you describe the “character” of Dunkeld as a 
town? 
Dunkeld is awesome! Ripper little town at the foot of the 
Grampians and full of great people. 
 
Want to learn new skills that are useful in all areas of 
your life? 
If you want to make a real difference as part of your 
community, become a VICSES volunteer. Join us: 
www.ses.vic.gov.au/join-us  Or call into the SES Dunkeld 
Unit on a Wednesday evening at 7.30pm, 40 Templeton 
Street, Dunkeld. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/news-and-media/-/tag/road+crash+rescue?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR28eQRTxLQuyl-lKHfy8EG3uBruiD7TPAI0jro0ApqlQdv2h5wjkM2YZGs_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://www.ses.vic.gov.au/news-and-media/-/tag/road+crash+rescue?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR28eQRTxLQuyl-lKHfy8EG3uBruiD7TPAI0jro0ApqlQdv2h5wjkM2YZGs_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
http://www.ses.vic.gov.au/join-us?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3DbEgZ57CzxsrAhkIOqcoRDthSJo0wkF1YdAlxdCc5h7GPMihQFET9b88_aem_AQwmYLgz-ZHwLSphn8yjC7oX9gpNSEJ6tf8U70XIBx6j91WSbWl93vwaOxt6cI4CobueS5ER7B0kANTPz-PVILPU
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        James Mooney 
 

 
Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving. 

 
Free Quotes 

All sized jobs. 
A high standard of work guaranteed 

 

Call James today on   0409428500 
ABN: 70 277 115 304 
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landscape,  

still life 

and contemporary  

oil paintings 
 

 
open 10-4 most days  

or phone 0437 944 582 

225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294 

prints and cards available 
www.grampiansart.com.au 

http://www.grampiansart.com.au/
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Dine In 

Takeaway 

Licensed premises 

Takeaway alcohol 

Catering Available 

Large group bookings welcome!!! 

(Seat up to 50 inside) 

Menu choices, something for everyone 

including 

GF, Vegan, & Vegetarian options 

 

SPECIALITY NIGHTS 

TUESDAY - Parma Night $20 

WEDNESDAY - Steak Night $30 
(Free pot of beer or soft drink when dining in) 

THURSDAY - Burger Night $18 

Or Steak Sandwich $20 

 

Freshly made in house Pizzas 

Available daily from 5.00pm 

 

Takeaway Family Packs 

Pizza Bundle – 2 x pizzas, Garlic bread 

& 1.25L soft drink $45 

(Speciality pizzas not included) 

Fish & Chips Bundle - 4 x pieces of fish 

Chips and salad $40 

 

Coffee, Tea, milkshakes, soft drink, etc 

Cakes, slices biscuits 

Coffee & Slice deal $10 

 

Free home delivery service  

from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld town 

boundary only 

(minimum spend $20) 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday to Sunday – Open from 10.30am 

Lunch – 11.00am to 2.00pm 

Dinner 5.00pm to 8.00pm 

(Closing times for dinner may vary) 

 

109 Parker Street Dunkeld 

Phone 5577 2288 

sturgeonviewcafedunkeld@gmail.com 

 

 
 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld 

Freshly baked artisan bread, baguettes,  

croissants, muffins, quiches, gourmet pies, 

sausage rolls,  

cakes and a delicious menu. 

Thursday  8:30am – 2:00pm                  
Friday  8:30am – 2:00pm 

Saturday  8:30am – 2:00pm 

Sunday    8:30am – 2:00pm 

Monday    Closed 

Tuesday    Closed 

Wednesday   Closed 

 

         
         

www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 
 

Orders: 0419 108 919 
 

Accommodation: 0447 857 337 
 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld, Vic, 3294 
Bakery: 5556 3606   

 

Email: info@dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 
 

 

http://www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au/
about:blank

