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Sponsored by Lions Club

A large crowd respectively attended this year’s Dunkeld RSL Sub-
Branch ANZAC Day Dawn Service on Sunday 25 April 2021. RSL
President, Mr Terry Noble, led the commemorative service in the cold
grey dawn at the Dunkeld Cenotaph and the Requiem included:

Today we remember our fallen. Memorials have been erected and are
built for them in their own land but on far off shores there is a memory
that no pen has traced, it is marked not on stone or brass but in the
living hearts of us all.

All the men and women that have shed their blood and lost their lives
are now living in the soil of countries worldwide.

We all shed tears for our sons and daughters who lie in these far away
countries, but we will remember them and it is all of those, who have
fought “said” to their mates, we will tomorrow again crouch in the
shallow dug outs and lay in the frozen mad and battle the blazing sun of the deserts. They also say these things in the
battle worn destroyers and not to forget the bombers and those who lived in prison camps all over the world these are
but a few of the places, far from home where we have lost our loved ones.

They were your mates, the kid across the street, the medical student, the tradesman, the mechanic at your local
service station, the baker, the gardener, the clerk, the army private, a naval commander, an Airforce pilot but above all
I am an Australian like you and | was there so you can say we are free. Lest We Forget.

Dunkeld Consolidated School Captains, Libby Herrmann and Mitchell Gordon, participated in the service with Libby as
guest speaker presenting a speech about her great-grandfather, the late Mr Henry Leech OAM (WWII veteran, RSL
Life Member and former Prisoner of War) and Mitchell honourably reciting The Ode. Libby’s inspiring speech is
included on page 10.

RSL member and RAAF Warrant Officer Rose Noble, raised the
Australian flag to the masthead during Reveille. Wreaths were laid
at the foot of the soldier's memorial by various community groups
and schools including the RSL Sub-Branch, Legacy, Dunkeld
Consolidated School, Monivae College, Baimbridge College, The
Hamilton and Alexandra College, Southern Grampians Shire
Council and families and community members.

The Dunkeld & District Lions Club members
generously provided a complimentary
barbecue breakfast and hot beverages, for
the large crowd, at the conclusion of the
service. The Dunkeld RSL Sub-Branch
would like to sincerely thank the general
community for their wonderful support especially the Dunkeld Consolidated School and Dunkeld
& District Lions Club. Thank you to our local business houses who kindly allowed us to sell our
ANZAC Appeal badges and merchandise including Dunkeld General Store, Kelly’s
Merchandise, Sturgeon View, the Dunkeld Old Bakery and the Dunkeld and District Community
Bank.

Disclaimer: The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in
our local district and surrounds, including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by
local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion
without notification.



DONATIONS

......................................................................

¢ We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to :
: offset all expenses relating to producing it. Please send :
: in your donation to the Dunkeld Consolidated School :
:+ office
: acknowledgement made via the Newsletter. A receipt :
: will be provided. Please make cheques payable to :

where it will be receipted, and an :

the “Dunkeld Consolidated School.”

.
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Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church
Co-Pastor: Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161
Co-Pastor: Father George Kuruvila — 5571 1161

1st Week Sunday May 2
2" Week Sunday May 9
3 Week Sunday May 16
4t Week Sunday May 23
5t Week Sunday May 30

Dunkeld Anglican - Uniting Churches

CHURCH TIMES

Email: patrick. mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au
Email: george.kuruvila@ballarat.catholic.org.au

8.30am

8.30am
9.00am
9.00am

Mass

No Mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson)

Mass

Assembly of Word and Communion
Assembly of Word and Communion

1st and 3rd Sunday of the month at 5.00pm. All Welcome. Please sign in when you arrive.

Enquiries to Father David Oulton - phone: 5571 1317.

Panyyabyr Uniting Church

Mirranatwa Uniting Church

Enquiries: Margo Dark: 5574 0222; Iris Field 5574 0202; Kristy Beveridge 0428 581 903.

WHAT’S ON IN MAY

MON TUES THURS FRI SAT SUN
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Newsletter issue 6 Printmaking
distributed Workshop OTR
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Newsletter issue
7 deadline
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Red Cross Meeting @ Newsletter issue 7 | ‘Sit & Sew’ @ 7pm
2.00pm distributed Community Centre
Dunkeld Museum
Guest Speaker @
7.30pm
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Newsletter issue
8 distributed
Comedy
Festival
Roadshow



mailto:patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au
mailto:george.kuruvila@ballarat.catholic.org.au

KNOWLEDGE . £
f- HAMILTON PERFORMING
INNOVATION ﬂ» ARTS CENTRE
W westernAG “anmr

The Best in Agronomic Advice

. Agronomy Services
. Farm Production and Planning Management
. Seed and Fertiliser Supply

. Crop and Pasture Protection Products

Animal Health and Nutrition M E I- Bo U R N E

INTERNATIONAL

. General Merchandise

. On Farm Deliveries Co M E DY
Western AG Hamilton F E S T lVA L

T: 03 5579 5900 ROADSHOW

Tim Wilson (Manager) 0429 168 020 COMEDYFESTIVAL.COM.AU
Kelly Barnes (Animal Health Specialist) 0437 772 861 Sterling Place, Dunkeld Community Centre
Western AG Willaura Friday 28 May 2021
T:03 5354 1585 Doors open at 6.30pm for a 7.30pm start
Glen Gray - 0439 541 036 Tickets $35; concession $25

Tickets available: tickets.hamiltonpac.com.au
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HAMILTON GUIDANCE GROUP

The Southwest Branch of the Embroiderers Guild of Victoria MIX AND MATCH - JIGSAW
(Hamilton Guidance Group) would like to invite people living
in the Dunkeld area to join us for an evening 'sit and sew' to
be held at the Green Room in the Stirling Place Community PRINTMAKING

Centre on the evening of Thursday 20 May 2021, starting at Off the Rails Dunkeld
7.00pm. Saturday 8 May 2021

10.00am — 3.00pm
Cost $75.00
All material included.
Contact Susan Clarke
0409 431 960

All are welcome, whether you are an experienced
embroiderer, or have never tried it at alll Come join us for a
cup of tea and a bit of stitching, and perhaps discover a new
craft, or re-awaken an interest in an old one.

For more information, please contact:
Heather Funk 0438 594 449

Jill Wilson 0413 106 877

or Dorith (Dot) Callander 0434 348 757
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BROI\ERS& EX)ORTERS DUNKELD MUSEUM NEWS
e Henham Project
s B vssunet _ _ . . o
WOOL SINCE 1846 Our interest in the failed settlement of Henham in the Victoria
Valley almost 100 years ago has grown beyond a guest
o SHEOCLEAN UPS e COMMISSION SELLING speaker night into enough significant research to produce a
booklet on the subject. The guest speaker event is on
I 3
QUOTES ON CLPS DO0R SAES Thursday 20 May 2021 at 7.30pm (gold coin donation),
And all your wool marketing needs where a couple of local ‘identities’ will share their knowledge

of the ‘town that never was’ and an extensive display of

MONDAY - FRIDAY S8AM-5PM : Henham-related documents can be viewed. All welcome.
5 The booklet will also be available for purchase on the night
NOW OPEN SATURDRY MORNINGS BY APPOINTMENT ¢ and afterwards from the Museum and the General Store.

Treor Landwehr 0407 719 099 111 Lodge Road, Hamiton
Paul Donoghue 0438 811 432 Phone 55719099 3




In this edition of the newsletter, we have provided an account
from a Stawell newspaper in 1923 which describes a journey
in that year from Dunkeld to Halls Gap. This piece gives
background to the purported rationale behind the Henham
settlement: to generate funds to build a good road from
Mirranatwa to Halls Gap. It is a very interesting piece to read
in its own right because of the detailed descriptions of the
landscape, flora and fauna experienced on the journey.

Much of it familiar in 2021. Please refer to page 12 of the
newsletter.

Ararat Car Club visit

We recently welcomed 15 members of the Ararat Car Club to
the Museum. They were very impressed with our exhibits,
and we were very impressed by their cars, including a
beautiful old Jag and an old Mustang!

Memberships
Annual memberships are now due ($15.00).

The Museum is open Thursdays and Sundays 1.00pm to
5.00pm.

Remedial Myofascial Clinic
offering an environment to support your physical
well-being needs.

Senior Therapist Eleanor Sheldon identifies
injuries and impingements that could be blocking
and creating an ‘out of balance ’feeling within your
body and works with you for the best outcome.
Appointments are 1 hour - $60 or 1.5 hours - $80

91b Bell Street
Penshurst
Victoria 3289

M: 0400 819 408

DUNKELD PUBLIC LANDS

SOLAR LIGHTS: Three lights have been put up this week in
the caravan park on the walking track they have motion
sensors to increase brightness when someone is passing.

Concerns have raised about the condition of the walking
track between Henty Street and Reservoir wall. We are
contacting Council regarding these concerns and also the
weeds on the wall to see what can be done. We hope to get
a start on the jetty in the next few weeks.

Frank Raymond, Dunkeld Public Lands

Formerly Café 109

109a Parker Street
Dunkeld Vic
Ph: 03 5577 2288

Monday closed.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday
Lunch 11.30am — 2.30pm
Dinner 5.00pm — 8.00pm
Friday — Saturday
Lunch 11.30am — 2.30pm
Dinner 5.00pm — 8.30pm
In-between lunch and dinner service light snacks
are available from 2.30pm — 5.00pm

Tuesday night: Parma Night selection of
delicious toppings $18

Thursday night: Burger Night freshly
homemade burgers and rolls $17

Freshly homemade pizzas available daily
from $17

TAKEAWAY FAMILY PACKS

o Pizza Bundle - 2 x Pizzas garlic bread &
1.25L soft drink $40

e Fish & Chip Bundle — 4 x pieces of fish
chips & salad $35

e Chicken Parmas — 4 x Parmas chips &
salad $70

e Chicken Schnitzels - 4 x Schnitzels
chips gravy & salad $60

DINE IN OR TAKEAWAY MEALS
BEVERAGES & ACHOHOL

e Gluten free Vegan and Vegetarian options
available

e Beer Wine Mixed Spirits available

e Coffee tea milkshakes soft drink varieties
etc

e Cakes slices hiscuits
e Free Home Delivery available from 5.30pm

to 8.00pm Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld
town boundary only minimum spend $20.

Takeaway orders or bookings 5577 2288.




FEST. 1887 %

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld

Freshly baked artisan bread, baguettes,
croissants, muffins, quiches, gourmet
pies, sausage rolls,
cakes and a delicious menu.

Tuesday 8:30am — 3:00pm
Wednesday 8:30am —3:00pm

Thursday 8:30am — 3:00pm
Friday 8:30am — 3:00pm

Saturday 8:30am — 3:00pm

Sunday 8:30am —3:00pm

Monday Closed

www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au
Orders: 0419 108 919
Accommodation: 0447 857 337

Email: info@dunkeldoldbakery.com.au

Mutterings from mischievous Father David

Now let’s just think this through...

It all began early one morning when | had to rescue the
banner pole out of a narrow box that measured 4 foot high,
18 inches across and 6 foot wide. You get the picture. |
couldn’t reach the bottom of this container by simply bending
over and reaching inside. What | wanted lay tantalisingly at
the bottom. | could see it. It lay there taunting me.

There was only one thing for it. | got up on a chair and gently
lowered myself in, picked up the recalcitrant poles and
then... well um.... You know where this is going right?

There | was, in a locked empty church, early in the morning
and getting out was going to be a lot more problematic than
getting in.

‘Sad’ words were muttered, and my doctor would have been
very displeased with my blood pressure.

In the end | pushed myself up and very precariously, so as
not to endanger my life insurance policy, through a herculean
effort managed to get out and emerge triumphant clutching
the banner pole close to my breast.

| have made the same mistake many times in my life. To
rush in and solve the problem or fix the broken doodad
without first thinking through how all this might work. What
catastrophes my brashness and over confidence have
initiated along the way. | say inspiring things to myself like
...How hard could it be? Well, let me tell you! Plenty hard.
Painting something white while dressed in my priestly blacks
probably ranks right up there. What could possibly go
wrong?

So, when you come across a problem... just stop. First think
carefully; consult you tube if you have to. Just don’t jump in
boots and all. Just don't.

Father David Oulton f;" R,.QN
- 7
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RED CROSS NEWS ﬁcaﬁ"’

A small group met on Monday to decide on future meetings.
There is a change of date for May. The meeting is a week
earlier (to suit two members heading off on a trip the next
week). So, we will meet at the Henry Leech RSL Room

on Monday 17 May 2021 at 2.00pm. Please bring your
ideas.

The Emergency Services group (Heather Macgugan is our
representative) have done their Psychology module and
have another module today (Friday.)

Heather Napier won the day’s raffle and Bek and Iris won the
competition, organised by Heather.

Iris Field
Secretary


http://www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au/
about:blank

Community Bank

Dunkeld & District Supporting your

. it
B Bendigo Bank S

Great reasons to switch to Bendigo Bank, the better big
bank

You trust us, recommend us, and consistently recognise us
for excellence in service, customer satisfaction and staff
friendliness.

1. One of Australia’s most trusted brands.

2. Top 100 ASX listed Company with more than 110,000
shareholders.

3. Servicing 2 million customers in over 500 locations
Australia-wide.

4. $250 million reinvested back into local communities and
initiatives Australia-wide.

5. Your banking helps create, support and sustain positive
change in Australian communities.

6. Competitive products and innovative services create,
support and sustain positive change in Australian
communities.

Beyond the Farm Gate podcast Local Kelly Barnes from
Mates Dog School

Kelly Barnes is the Founder of Mates Dog School and the
co-President of the newly revived Dunkeld CWA — both in
Dunkeld. Kelly originally studied agriculture before a chronic
pain condition forced her to give up farm work. Have a listen
to this episode, where Kelly shares how her experience
inspired her to establish Mates Dog School a place where
farmers, together with their dogs, learn low-stress stock
handling, enhance the dog-owner bond, and build resilience
through social connection and peer support. "Get them
understanding their dog and looking towards their dog as a
team mate rather as opposed to a work tool." Listen to the
latest episode of Beyond the Farm Gate

Kelly Bames
Founoor and g0

1" Googleoccasts | | & Spotity

Home & contents
insurance

The unexpected happens.
With Bendigo Bank. you'll have home and contents
insurance to rely on.

To protect what matters to you, search Bendigo
Bank Insurance.

Q Dunkeld & District 5577 2488

[ Bendigo Bank

SOME WORDS FROM FATHER DAVID

Finding the sweet spot.

Here is a photo of a dishevelled greying guy at Park run. This
photo is not glamorous or sexy.

You can see my countenance is
contorted with the strain of trying
really hard. I look as though | have
all the problems of the Church of
God on my shoulders.

It is a curious quirk that every so often | find what some
sports people refer to as the ‘sweet spot’. The sense where
body, soul and mind all align in a perfect harmony. This
‘space’ is an elusive little critter that you cannot write into
your diary for 8:00am on Saturday morning. You do not find
this ‘sweet spot’; rather it is almost as if it finds you. It
happens sometimes when | am jogging around by myself
and | am not motivated by selfish ego in trying to catch the
person in front of me.

No, this ‘sweet spot’ catches me by its own stealth and |
don’t realise it until | am actually there, in the moment.

A surfer will also speak to you about the sweet spot. They
will tell you that sometimes they catch and ride the perfect
wave. Try to replicate this of your own volition and you are
doomed to never experiencing it again.

Sometimes it works like this with prayer as well. Every so
often, you may find Him or rather He finds you.

And because we can’t orchestrate this encounter, the best
we can do is make sure that we continue to run round the
lake, go across to pray, front up at the altar, make ourselves
aware, practice and make ourselves available.

There are some blustery dark mornings though when all
seems lost, forbidding and lonely and | wonder why?! and
then ...

Father David Oulton

Dan Tehan MP

s Member for Wannon

As your representative in the Federal Parliament, listening to
your views about our local area is my priority.

Please don't hesitate to contact me if | can be of assistance.
190 Gray Street, Hamilton VIC 3300
Local call 1300 131 692
dan.tehan.mp@aph.gov.au
www.dantehan.com.au

@ DanTehanWannon £ DanTehanWanno




HUF ELEGTRIGAL

Servicing Cavendish, Hamilton and Western Victoria @
Domestic + Commercial + Industrial .

CUBUTEL _op

W hufelectrical.com.au

DUNKELD GENERAL
STORE

93 Parker St, Dunkeld, 3294
info@dunkeldgeneralstore.com.au
Phone: 5577 241

Grampians Ag

B

Mechanical Service and Repairs

* (ualified Diesel Service Technicians * Service and repairs
available for,* Agricuitural Machinery® 4wd Vehicles™
Lommercial and passenger Vehicles™ Diesel and Petrol Motors

*NOTE CHANGE OF HOURS Agricultural Contracting

Bliho round rolls * Cut, rake and bale * Silage wrapping
(tube wrapper)

Sttoon Gordon: Ph 0418 319 545
DUNKELD VIE 3284

CALL US TODAY T0 BOOK YOUR
PRESEASON BALER, MOWER AND

MONDAY TO THURSDAY - 7.00am — 4.30pm
FRIDAY - 7.00am - 5.30pm
SATURDAY - 7.30am - 4.00pm
SUNDAY- 8.00am — 1.00pm
(Times may vary on Public Holidays)

Seasonal fruit and veg boxes —
delivered Tues and Fri

Meat orders taken Tuesday
for Thursday arvo pick up

Text Melissa 0400 829 566 to order.



mailto:info@dunkeldgeneralstore.com.au

Main Cours 8
Lamb Rack with a'sage,”

thyme,parsly,herb
crumb, oven baked

Sunday 9th May
2 Sittings
11.30am-1pm infused mash petato
and with red Witie jus 4
1.30pm-3pm and blanched broccaoli
Bookings are essential or
We request pre order of Pork Ribeye
meals and to inform us of any Pan seared pork ribeye
dietary requirements served with creamy
upon booking mgsh potato ?opped w!th
Two'course meal $50pp asian slaw drizzeled with
Co?ﬁp’ﬁmentary glass of honey soy sauce
wine on arsival
tions available

Dessert
Chocolate basket filled with
Strawberries and ice cream

&. “ : '2286 and Strawberry cointreau
¥ - or

White Chocolate cheese
cake served with cream

served with roasted garlic

James Mooney

Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving.

Free Quotes
All sized jobs.
A high standard of work guaranteed

Call James today on 0409428500
ABN: 70 277 115 304

Saint Patrick’s Day Celebration

Nearly thirty people gathered at St Patrick's, Dunkeld on 17
March to celebrate the feast day of Saint Patrick, after whom
our church is named. Following a Mass celebrated by Father
Paddy Mugavin we adjourned to the Meeting Room for
drinks, Irish stew and mashed potato. Then dessert of green
jelly, fruit salad and ice-cream followed.

The Multi Raffle was drawn and results as follows:

e 15t Prize: $100 Voucher donated by Royal Mail: Sister
Marg Carmody.

e 2" Prize: $25 Voucher donated by Sturgeon View (109):
Heather Mcintyre.

e 3" Prize: $25 Voucher Donated by Sturgeon View (109):
Terrie Nicholson.

e 4" Prize: Fan donated by Kelly's: Dennis Willey.

e 5" Prize: Garden Gloves donated by Kelly’s: Gaye
Beveridge, Sherry Phillips, Pauline Mathews and
Colleen Lomas.

e 6" Prize: Wine donated by Peter Hinchey: Maree Willey,
Evelyn McLean.

e 7™ Prize: Fruit and Jams donated By Heather Mclintyre:
Father John McKinnon.

e 8" Prize: Six-pack of Stubbies donated by Elizabeth
Hinchey: Peter Phillips.

e 9" Prize: Potted Geranium donated by Keryn Gordon:
Rose Kennedy.

Congratulations to all prize winners. A special thank you to
all who donated prizes/money or purchased raffle tickets.
We appreciate all who were able to celebrate with us.

A fun night of good food and shared fellowship.
We have been able to fully pay for the new electric stove
recently installed in our meeting room. Thank you all.

Helen Lyon, President, Dunkeld Catholic Women's League

Garden Notes — May

May to July is a good time to apply
garden lime to your lawns. This will
help to break up any surface soil
“crusts” which may have formed

during the summer. Many fertilisers will
the soil pH below the range preferred by lawn grasses, lime
will offset this effect. It also increases earthworm activity and
helps to prevent moss growth.

Main vegetable plantings for May are: broccoli, cabbage,
cauliflower, onions, broad beans and turnips. Don’t forget to
spray your peach, apricot and nectarine trees in mid-May
using copper fungicide, this will reduce fungus disease
problems later in the year.

Now is a good time to plant citrus trees, lemon, orange, lime,
mandarin and cumquat, also olives. They need a sunny,
well-drained position with well loosened up soil and some
well-rotted animal manure added. Also, don’t forget to order
winter planting of roses, fruit trees and deciduous
ornamentals now.

People have asked about control of moss in lawns. This
usually only becomes a problem in badly drained or shady
areas and will remain a problem until those situations can be
improved. Iron sulphate will give temporary control.

May and June are the best months for hydrangea pruning.
This simple process consists of the removal of dead or weak
shoots as well as cutting back to a strong bud any canes
which produced flowers last season. If you wish to change
the colour of your hydrangea blooms or intensify existing
colour, you would commence treatment not later than May
and continue regularly until flowering. Acid soils produce blue
flowers, alkaline soils produce pink, white remains white
regardless of soil pH. Iron sulphate, aluminium sulphate or
hydrangea bluing fertiliser can be used to acidify sail (i.e. to
turn flowers blue or to keep them blue). Epsom salts
(magnesium sulphate) or garden lime will produce pink
blooms.

Spring flowering bulbs, annuals and perennials can still be
planted, but don’t delay as the season is drawing to a close.
A few moments spent cleaning and sharpening your
secateurs will help you to get pruning under way in winter.
More details next month.

Happy gardening!
Stephen Hughan, Ararat Nursery — phone: 5352 1123

wDunkeld

Optima Semper

SCHOOL NEWS

Acting Principal’s Report

Welcome back to all our students, teachers, families and
community members to Term 2. We hope to see an
uninterrupted term, full of engaging learning activities for our
students to enjoy. | thank all our staff for their continued
dedication to our students. The care and guidance they give
to our students and teaching delivered, is second to none.



Students and families, we are so lucky!

We again start the term with the calendar filling up quickly.
Whilst students enjoyed a Pupil Free Day for the first day of
term, staff spent the day revising our School Strategic Plan
and Annual Implementation Plan, to monitor how we are
tracking and guide where to next with our planning and use
of resources. We also revisited the Framework for Improving
Student Outcomes (FISO), which we will continue to do
regularly and ongoing.

During the first week, we held our own school Anzac Day
Service, where senior students delivered readings, poems
and stories. | would like to congratulate Libby Herrmann for
her inspiring speech about the life of her Great Grandfather,
Henry Leech. The time and effort Libby spent diving into the
life of Mr Leech, was not only a wonderful learning
experience for her, but a moving experience for all who were
lucky to hear her speak at our school assembly and then at
the Dunkeld Dawn Service. Libby, thank you for sharing
Henry Leech’s life story and well done on the exemplary
delivery. Thank you also to Mitchell Gordon who read the
Ode of Remembrance at both services and to Hugh Prentice
for his reading of an Anzac Day poem.

This week we have Caulfield Grammar visiting our school.
This has been a longstanding partnership of their Music
students visiting our school and showcasing their talents to
our younger students. Our wonderful P & F committee and
volunteers will be providing Caulfield Grammar their lunch
and a small concert will follow for all students in the
afternoon.

Coming up, we have School Cross Country on Monday 3
May. Students have been doing some practise in PE
sessions, as well as having the opportunity for a daily run
around the set course.

NAPLAN Testing begins on Tuesday 11 May. All students in
Years 3 and 5 across the country will be participating in this
testing. Our students have had a chance to familiarise
themselves with the process of completing the computer
based practise tests. If students are absent during one of the
testing days, there is a catch-up period throughout the two-
week period.

Thank you, Dee Gerring

ANZAC Art
Our students have a respectful and amazing display of their
Anzac artwork throughout the school.

Prep and Year 1 Art

Some reflections about ANZAC Day from the Prep and
Year One Students

Libby told us they had no food.
Annabelle Beveridge

| learnt some soldiers were
prisoners and | didn’t know that
they had to build train tracks.
Michaela Roache

ANZAC Day is the day we think
about the people in the army
and the people that died. Liv
Lance

Soldiers go marching on
ANZAC Day. Edwin White
They have to be brave to be in

ANZAC Ted Year 2/3 Digby,

James, Archie, George and
Chloe.

the war. George Phillips
Libby had the longest story and we found out that you get
really hurt in war. War isn’t very nice. Dempsey Gerring

House Cross Country on Wednesday 5 May

Due to inclement weather being forecast for Monday 3 May,
our House Cross Country Sports will now be held on
Wednesday 5 May commencing at 1.30pm. Regular classes
will run prior to the Cross Country events.

There will be an early lunch break at 12.30pm and the first
event will begin at 1.30pm, concluding with presentations
and assembly at 3.00pm and dismissal at approximately
3.20pm.

Age groups and distances are as follows:

e 5/6 years 500 metres

e 7/8years 1000 metres
e 9/10years 2000 metres
e 11/12/13 years 3000 metres

Parents are welcome to attend.

Division Athletics Carnival on Friday 7 May 2021
The following students have qualified to compete in the
Combined Warrnambool, Portland and Hamilton Division
Athletics Carnival on Friday 7 May 2021 at the Brauerander
Park Athletics Track in Warrnambool: Phoebe Lazzari, Lachie
Gordon, Lachie Oldfield Mann, Charles Prentice, Jack
Oldfield Mann, Indi Mibus, Charlotte Alderman, Phoebe
Ross, Ella Peters, Sean Bird, Darcy Potter, Edie Jackson,
Sebastian Aarons, Oscar Fanning, Zander Mibus, Louis
Lazzari and Hugh Prentice. We wish all our students the best
at this next level of competition.

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen
Garden Program (SAKG)

Reports by SAKG Kitchen and
Garden Captains

Kitchen Report

Last Friday the Awesome Agapanthus cooked in the kitchen.
We cooked Beetroot and Herb Risotto, Borek, and Silver
beet, Leek and Feta Slice. It was delicious! By Libby
Herrmann

Garden Report

This week in gardening Group B
have been very busy. We
continued with the pruned the
fruit trees in our garden. With the
rain and sun, we have been
getting our garden should do well.
By Jake Linskens

The Dunkeld Consolidated School wants your
Used Batteries!

The Dunkeld Consolidated School Council has been
conducting an ongoing Battery Collection Fundraiser.

Kelly’s Dunkeld have kindly offered to be a central collection
point for used batteries for the Dunkeld Consolidated School
(Jason Linskens was instrumental in organising this). Any
unwanted car, truck, tractor, boat batteries etc may be
dropped off at Kelly’s Hardware Store, 101 Parker Street,
Dunkeld.

Components of used batteries e.g. metals, acids and plastics
are reclaimed, recycled and put back into the manufacturing
process to build more batteries and household products,
98% of the battery is recycled.



If you require any assistance with the pick-up of your used
batteries, please contact Simon Ross on 0408 984 499.

Thank you for your support!

landscape,
still life

and contemporary

studio |

open 10-4 most days

or phone 0437 944 582
225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294

prints and cards available
www.grampiansart.com.au

Ll AU
LANDSCAPING

PTYLTD

MAW’S MOWING has a new owner!
Now trading as TK LANDSCAPING,

please call for all your gardening needs.

> GARDENING > MOWING
> PRUNING > LANDSCAPING
> BLOCK SLASHING > WEEDING
> WHIPPER SNIPPING > EDGING
> SLASHING > IRRIGATION > HEDGES
> SPRAYING > BROAD ACRE MISTING
> REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

Contact Trent Adams - 0428 886 221

tklandscapingptyltd@outlook.com Ed tklandscapingptyltd
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DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men
and women to be members and renew their
membership to ensure the future of the RSL
locally. Membership renewal ($40.00 per
person) for 2021 is now due. If you are a
relative of ex-service men or women, you can also join the
RSL. By becoming a member of the RSL you will be helping
the welfare of disabled war veterans and supporting your
local RSL Sub-Branch. Application forms are available from
the Secretary/Treasurer, Terrie Nicholson - phone: 5573
3353.

Annual General Meeting: An Annual General Meeting,
followed by a general meeting, will be held on Sunday 6
June 2021 commencing at 11.00am in the Henry Leech RSL
Room. A light finger food lunch and beverages will be served
at the conclusion of the meeting. All are welcome to attend.

ANZAC Day Dawn Service presentation by Guest
Speaker, Libby Herrmann:

On this special day when we remember our brave ANZACs, |
am thinking of my great-grandpa Henry Leech. Some of you
may remember Henry from his many years in Dunkeld, or will
have seen his name on the RSL Room in our Community
Centre, or may know that he received an Order of Australia
Medal for his contributions to the Dunkeld community. But to
me, he was just ‘Pa Henry’. | remember him as a very tall old
man, who had trouble with his eyesight, and he would bend
down to see my face when we talked to each other. He was
kind and funny and everyone says he was a true gentleman.

Eighty years ago, he was just a
sixteen-year-old boy when he
enlisted in the army in World
War Il. He was only four years
older than | am, but he told the
enlistment officers he was 21!
Henry joined up with his best
mate from school, Davey
Young. They’d been boys
together in Fitzroy, and then
they became Private Leech and
Private Young of the 2nd/2gt
battalion of the Australian
Imperial Forces. They got
photos taken in their brand new
uniforms with Davey’s sisters,
and then they went off to train
for war.

Mostly when I think about war, | think of soldiers going off to
fight the enemy with guns and tanks, or getting wounded or
dying in battle. That's what Henry thought too. He thought
they’d be going to the Middle East where his big brother Joe
was fighting. But instead of fighting the Germans in the
desert, they ended up in the jungle fighting the Japanese,
and had to surrender to them in Singapore after only two
months. Henry and Davey were among 15 thousand
Australians, and tens of thousands of British troops who
suddenly became Prisoners of War. They would still have to
fight, but it was a different sort of fight to the one they’'d
imagined. And their enemy had a different code of honour.

The Japanese believed that it was a shameful disgrace to be
captured alive by your enemy. It was an honour to Kill
yourself or die fighting for the Emperor, rather than be taken
prisoner. Prisoners were weak in spirit; sick prisoners were
even weaker. They weren’t worthy of life, let alone decent
treatment. All that they were good for, was working to build
things that would help Japan win the war.

And that’s how Henry came to be a slave on the Thai-Burma
Railway. It wasn’t called the Death Railway yet. It was an
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epic railway line that was to be 415 kilometres long, through
remote wilderness, over rivers, over mountains and through
rock. And the prisoners had to build it all by hand. No
machines, just basic tools — shovels and wicker baskets to
shift the dirt, blunt axes to clear the thick spikey bamboo,
picks and crowbars to chip away at the rock.

When Henry first started on the line, the weather was good.
The work was hard but not unmanageable. The men were
still capable of things like performing concerts in their camp
and acting out horse races. But the camps were very rough.
Their huts were just bamboo shelters with a palm leaf roof,
and their toilet was just a long open pit in the ground. There
was never enough food and the men were slowly starving.
They started to get diseases of malnutrition and tropical
diseases. There was no medicine and so men began to die.

And the whole time, they were under constant threat of brutal
punishments by the guards. If they tried to escape, they were
killed; got caught with a radio — killed; got caught drawing
pictures or keeping a diary — killed. But mostly they were just
bashed with sticks of bamboo. Bashed every day for the
smallest things, and sometimes even bashed for being sick.

Henry, like everyone else, got sick. He had malaria which
would relapse with fevers every few weeks. And he got
tropical ulcers on his legs. The ulcers would start from a
small scratch which were really common because the men’s
boots had worn out and they had to go barefoot. The scratch
would turn into a big, painful, rotting wound and if it got into
the bone, your leg would have to be amputated. At times, the
doctors were cutting off 8 legs a day, sometimes with no
anaesthetic. Luckily, Henry’s ulcers healed.

The camp doctors worked so hard to protect their men, and
they were loved for it. One doctor saved Henry’s life just by
crossing his name off a list! Henry was on a list of men who
were to go by boat to Japan to work in the mines. However,
his feet had been badly burnt while working, and the doctor
said he wasn't fit to go. The boat was torpedoed and sunk,

and three quarters of the men on board died.

Meanwhile, back at home, Henry’s family were waiting to
hear news of their boy. They’d been told in February 1942
that he was reported missing. It wasn’t until 18 months later,
in October 1943, that they received a telegram saying that
“VX60451 Leech H.F., previously reported missing, is now
reported prisoner of war.”

Barely any mail was allowed to get in or out of the camps.
Henry was lucky one day to receive a small treasure — a
photo of his little sister Doris holding a horse. His family only
received two cards in the next two years. They were pre-
written by the Japanese, describing the camps as a good
place to be, and signed by Henry. On one of them he was
able to write at the bottom: “Remember me to all at home.
Wishing you all a Merry Christmas. Lots of love.” They
probably felt relieved and thought that he was safe and out of
harm’s way.

But on the railway, the monsoon season started and things
actually got worse. The Japanese were under more and
more pressure to get the line finished, so they made the men
work harder and harder.

For the next six months, Henry’s days would have gone like
this:

Wake up at 5.00am.

Line up for breakfast — a cup of watery rice.

Pack lunch — a ball of rice the size of a golf ball.

Gather at assembly in the pouring rain, wearing only a
loincloth and hat.

Listen, as the Japanese officer calls out the number of fit

men needed to go and work that day.

Watch, as the camp doctor tries to haggle the number down,
because there are no fit men. There are only men who are
less sick than others.

Start walking towards the railway, barefoot in the mud and
filth from the overflowing toilet pit.

See the men at the front of the line, who look a bit like
skeletons, but can still walk OK... See the men in the middle,
shaking with malaria, and stumbling in pain on their ulcerated
feet...

And see the men at the back, too weak and starved to walk,
being carried on stretchers by their mates who refuse to
leave them behind to die...

Then arrive at the worksite. Chip away at the rock or dirt or
track for 14 hours, before turning around to walk back to
camp in the dark. This time with different men taking a turn
carrying the stretchers.

Line up for dinner — more rice (often dirty rice with rat poo
and maggots).

Then go to bed on the hard bamboo sleeping bench with
maybe just enough room to be able to lie flat and go to sleep
and dream of home, before waking up at 5.00am to do it all
again the next day.

Somehow, two out of three Australians on the railway did get
through each day and live to go home after three and a half
years when we finally won the war. They proved to the
Japanese that they weren’t weak in spirit. They were
amazingly strong. Their code of was ‘always help your
mates’.

But there was one mate who Henry couldn’t help...
When Henry got sent to the railway, Davey was sent to
Sandakan in Borneo. 2,434 men
were at Sandakan... Only 6 came
home ... Davey died five months
before the end of the war.

Henry got home just after he’d really
turned 21. And for the next 70 years
he lived a full and happy life, and
always gave what he could to help
those who needed it.




CREATIVE SPACE FOR RENT

Off the Rails Dunkeld is a refurbished train station,
providing a light filled, quiet ambience set in the
beautiful town of Dunkeld.

OFF THE RAILS

HHHHH
DUNKELD

Usage Fees

e $95 per day (1/2 day prices available
on request)
e Long weekend Rate $125
e Weekly Rate $200

Neor the comer Steeling Street ond Skene Skeo! Dunkeld. Please

contoct 0437459679 1oe mote indormation

PETER MCDONALD
PLUMBER &
GAS FITTER

* NEW HOME PLUMBING
* FARM PLUMBING
*WINDMILL REPAIRS & SERVCING
*SOLAR PUMP INSTALLS
* SEPTIC TANK INSTALLS
*WOOD HEATER INSTALLS
& FLUE CLEANING
*ELGAS BOTTLE SALES
*1.5 TON MINI EXCAVATOR
*HOUSE RE-ROOFING

SERVICING DUNKELD, GLENTHOMPSON & DISTRICT
LIC. NO. 25274
MOBILE 0407 504 162
EMAIL: macsplumbing@hotmail.com
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FROM THE LIONS DEN

ANZAC Day

Thank you to the people involved in the
ceremonies at the RSL Dawn Service, a terrific roll-up
of people to honour our service people. Thank you to
those who stayed for the refreshments after the
service.

The Lions felt honoured to be involved.

Later that day, Liz and | were able to call in at the Light
Horse Museum in Parker Street, this is worth seeing.
As a nation we owe our service men and women so
much for the sacrifice that they made. We will
remember them.

A Woman’s Prayer

Dear Lord, | pray for:

Wisdom to understand a man and Patience to be able
to forgive him and love him through all his moods.
Lord, if | pray for strength, | will probably just beat him
to death. Amen.

Peter Hinchey

DUNKELD MUSEUM continued
Stawell Paper — Monday January 29t, 1923

ROAD THROUGH GRAMPIANS, Developing New
Wonderland

Aid to Tourists and Producers, Stawell —

A spirited movement is on foot in the Stawell and Hamilton
districts to obtain a good road through the Grampians, from
Dunkeld to Halls Gap, and thus provide a ready means of
communication between the Western and Wimmera Districts.
Such a route would not only be a boon to the producers but
would open a new province to the tourists. The scenery in
the southern part rivals that of Hall’'s Gap, but because of the
lack of good road, only an occasional shepherd, in search of
lost sheep, has the privilege of feasting his eyes upon it.
Much has been written about the distinctive beauty of the
Grampians. The idea of the new movement, from the tourist
point of view, is to make it possible for the traveller to gain
easily an impression of the combined grandeur of the
Grampians, the Victorian Ranges and the Sierra Ranges.
Stimulus is being given to the movement by the National
Roads Association of Australia a branch of which was
recently formed in Hamilton. Mr A.A. Armitage, a
representative of the association, passed through Stawell
last week, after having made his way from Dunkeld through
the mountains to Hall's Gap. He was enthusiastic about the
scenery and declared that with the opening of a road, a
tremendous impetus would be given to tourist traffic in the
western mountains.

“There is a new wonderland awaiting development”, he said
“and it will cost comparatively little to do the work. It is
surprising that a combined effort was not made long ago to
open this enchanting region right down to Dunkeld.”
Sentinels of the Gateway.

Mr Armitage accompanied by a friend, was driven from
Hamilton to Dunkeld by Councillor J. Laidlaw of the Hamilton
Borough Council. This road, except for patches is fair and
the 20-mile stretch was covered in 40 minutes.

Overshadowing Dunkeld rise Mount Sturgeon and Abrupt,
which form an impressive southern gateway to the



Mountains. Mr H.B. Dixon took charge of the travellers at this
point to conduct them by car along the Victoria Valley to
Mirranatwa 21 miles distant.

They turned from the Ararat road at the monument to Major
Mitchell the explorer, who ascended Mount Abrupt on
September 14%, 1836. The good, metalled road descends
gently to the Wannon River, which is crossed by a
substantial concrete bridge. A fairly steep rise leads to the
Gap between Mount Sturgeon and the Piccaninny, the hillock
set between the two mountains. Then follows a level run
along the flank of Mount Sturgeon, with the Valley stretching
flatly in front, and the Victoria Ranges showing grandly in the
distance. Leaving Sturgeon behind the road then flanks
Abrupt on the other side, where the Sierras, equally abrupt,
run on northward, peak beyond peak each thickly covered
with coarse forest of stringy bark. The undergrowth along the
road is mostly manuka scrub, bracken and the showy grass
tree which, after a fire sends up white flowered stalks that
give the landscape an eerie appearance by moonlight. Here
may be seen kangaroos, emus, and black cockatoos. From
the ponds along the road the ibis rise, and red lorries
screech in the trees. On Mount Abrupt wild goats are now
roaming, the descendant of a herd that escaped from
Dunkeld on the death of their owner. The road runs on
through the Valley between the Victorian Ranges on the left
and the Sierras on the right. It is wide and dotted with stately
redgums etc. At the Victoria Valley post office 8 miles out,
the metal ends but the road continues good with patches of
bluestone and red gravel.

After taking the right fork 18 miles out, a clear view was
obtained of Mount William, the giant of the Grampians. In
three more miles the Mirranatwa Post Office was reached.
The run had taken exactly an hour.

Passage through Gap.

Mr D McPherson became pilot and with others driving and
riding they set out for Yarram Gap, a pass through the
Sierras, south of Mount Birchip, which is said to be the best
route for the projected road to take into the Wannon Valley
on the other side, on the way to Halls Gap. A lane leaving
the road a little on the Dunkeld side of the Mirranatwa Post
Office leads to the Gap, the passage of which was a
delightful experience. Foothills of no great height—
Grevilleas, honeysuckles, native pines and wattle grow in
varied profusions.

Through breaks in the hill and forest enchanting views were
obtained of the mountains beyond, for the Sierras here
become a double chain, with the Wannon flowing in their
level valley. After a hair pin bend is negotiated the rough
track leads down to the river, 5 % miles from the turning off
the Mirranatwa road. There is a rock crossing at the river, the
banks of which are thickly fringed with scrub and wattles.
The travellers were now under the shadow of Mount Birchip,
the dominating peak of the western line of the Sierras and
looking eastward beyond a hill shaped like a crouching lion,
they admired the bold sweep of the parallel range far away
across the valley.

In the sunny lambent air, the spurs and gullies tempted
exploration. They showed a charm as appealing as that of
the better known peaks at Halls Gap. The travellers however
went on north along the Valley, passing deep lily fringed
pools of the river the haunt of trout, perch and black fish.
The track here is hard and level, and the visitors galloped
along as far as McArthur’'s Gap, dodging the scrub osiers.

Emus and Kangaroos.

Returning in the twilight of Mirranatwa, they startled a few
stray emus and kangaroos. A fox that had captured a rabbit
on the edge of a pool made off, still carrying his prey. A
belated flock of galahs screeched in noisy protest at being
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disturbed. A primeval silence settled on the Gap. At six
o’clock the next morning with the dew on the grass and the
air wonderfully fresh and exhilarating, the overlanders rode
off under the experienced care of Messrs W. and J. McArthur
whose father was one of the earliest settlers in the valley.
These skilful bushmen led the way across the scrub in a
short cut to McArthur's Gap, much to the disgust of the brush
kangaroos, which startled from their breakfast, fled to the
ranges, in some cases pursued by the blue grey hound dog
and the rough bred kelpie that accompanied the riders.
These dogs had pulled down kangaroos before, but the
rough country here gave the quarry too much advantage and
their numbers were not depleted. McArthur's Gap proved to
be much steeper and rougher than Yarram Gap and the
horses had to be led through most of it. Passing down into
the Valley the party took up their trail of the previous
afternoon, and were now fairly on the way to Halls Gap. After
a mile, Jimmy’s Creek with the McArthur’s shepherd hut on
its bank were reached. It had taken 2 % hours to travel 7
miles. The mountain scenery continued magnificent, while on
the river banks the delicate long leaved wattles were in
bloom and the gum trees laden with thick blooms. Wild bees
were entering and leaving their hives in the tree trunks and
the air was honey sweet.

Greens Gap on the left was passed, Mount Frederick held
command of the horizon on that side, while the valley
extends far to the right, where the other line of ranges
towers. The road with some axe-work would be passable in a
motor car. Small trees had fallen across it and the little
detours had to be made repeatedly, but it was level and
hard, though barely defined. Scarcely a vehicle passes down
from one year’s end to another. The number of people who
have passed through Halls Gap at any time must be
surprisingly small. Through the stringy bark and red gum,
undergrowth with coarse scrub, the party plodded on,
crossing now and again the little rivulets that feed the
Wannon. At the Seven Dial Range on the left, they came to
the site of an abandoned sawmill and from here a better
defined but rutty track led on to the Borough Huts the
property of the Stawell council, built in connection with the
town’s water supply, which was completed in 1883 at the
cost of 115,821 pounds. And gave the town the benefit of
what its people are proud to call the best water in the world.
At the huts which has taken 6 ¥ hours to reach over the 17
miles, the travellers were welcomed by Mr J Paton, Mayor of
Stawell, and Councillor George Mitchell, who took them to
Halls Gap by car. The road that is being constructed across
the mountains to the Wartook reservoir, was inspected and
then the 18 miles to Stawell, along a fair road, was down in
55 minutes. Stawell has spent 2500 pounds in 4 years in
opening up the Grampians, and its tourist association has
guaranteed to maintain the road from the top of Halls Gap if
it is reconstructed by the Government. If the Hamilton District
is equally willing to supply money and the Government
assists, the through road should soon be an accomplished
fact. Were it so, much capital would be invested in the
mountains. Private hospitals would probably be established,
accommodation houses on the ambitious scale built and
private holiday homes erected. The road indeed is already
paved with many good intentions.

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION AND
DISTRIBUTION DATES FOR 2021

Please note that the closing date for the Community
Newsletter is 6.00pm on the Friday before the
distribution date, as listed in the below table.

Please forward your content to Mrs Carol Burger —
email: carolburger5103@gmail.com
or phone: 0417 374 673.
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Issue Cut-off Date Distribution Date
Number

7 Friday 14 May Wed 19 May

8 Friday 28 May Wed 2 June

9 Friday 11 June Wed 16 June

10 Friday 9 July Wed 14 July

11 Friday 23 July Wed 28 July

12 Friday 6 August Wed 11 August
13 Friday 20 August Wed 25 August
14 Friday 3 September Wed 8 September
15 Friday 1 October Wed 6 October
16 Friday 15 October Wed 20 October
17 Friday 29 October Wed 3 November

18 Friday 12 November Wed 17 November

19 Friday 26 November Wed 1 December

20 Friday 10 December Wed 15 December
LAST ISSUE
FOR 2021

3RD HAMILTON GUIDES PRESENTS

h BLOCKVENTION

(8

G
. A day of displays and activities based on
building blocks.
Refreshments, snacks, lucky dips and showbags
available to purchase. Dy,

7 $5 PER CHILD (AGED 2¢) SUPERVISING ADULT FREE /s
&, CASH ONLY

T SUNDAY 9TH MAY

GIRL GUIDE HALL, FOSTER STREET HAMILTON

Limited numbers per session. Bookings Essential. Sessions

are for 40 minutes to allow for cleaning.
Times available:

9:30am 10:15am Tlam
1:45am 12:30pm 1:15pm
2pm 2:45pm

Text 0473 588 777 for bookings
Thanks to our sponsors:

TOYWORLD

the best toys come
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