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Dunkeld RSL ANZAC Day Dawn Service 
A large crowd of people, of all ages, gathered at this year’s Dunkeld RSL Sub-Branch ANZAC Day Dawn Service on 
Thursday 25 April 2024 to pay their respects and to pause and reflect on the sacrifice made by so many Australians. 
RSL President, Mr Terry Noble, led the commemorative service in the cold, misty dawn at the Dunkeld Cenotaph: It 
is heartening to see the increasing number of people attending these services and the ANZAC marches. Today is a 
special day when we remember all those, whether service personnel or civilians, who suffered or continue to suffer 
through war. 

 

In particular, we remember those who served in the Australian Defence Force on active service from the Boer War to Afghanistan, 
including those currently serving with the United Nations mission. We remember those who paid the supreme sacrifice so that we 
and the people of other nations can live in peace. We remember those who continue to suffer through their physical or mental 
scars, including those next of kin whose grief and sense of loss can never be eased. 
 

This is also a day of thanks and quiet reflection on what a wonderful, lucky nation we live in. It is a time to reflect on Australia’s 
commitment to continue to contribute to peace in other parts of the world. We cannot isolate ourselves and ignore these 
responsibilities. In a perfect world there would be no wars, no aggression, and no requirement to maintain defence forces. 
 

Where necessary, to preserve the peace in our region or elsewhere in the world, we must be prepared to deploy our forces to fight 
for or protect the rights of our neighbours and our own nation. Some say this day glorifies war, but every veteran will be the first to 
say that their greatest wish and most fervent prayer is that their children and this nation may never have to witness the horrors of 
war. 
 

We must never forget that northern Australia has already been subject to war, from Onslo to Broome, Derby, Wyndham, Darwin, 
Katherine, Batchelor, Gove Peninsula, Horn Island and Townsville, and that both service personnel and civilians have been killed in 
these actions on their home soil. 
 

As those of our older veterans continue to diminish, let us be determined to maintain this special day to reflect our freedom. To 
recognise the futility of war but to acknowledge that we must be prepared to defend this freedom and those of this nation as history 
is replete with peaceful nations being subjected to aggression. 
 

Let us remember all the young Australians who sacrificed the pleasure of growing old with their families, children and friends so that 
we could enjoy these freedoms. 
 

We pause today to acknowledge all current and former members of our defence 
forces, the brave men and women who represent our country on a daily basis. No 
Australian is left untouched when a member of our defence force is killed in action. 
It is difficult to comprehend the grief associated with the loss at war of a parent, 
partner, child or sibling let us also ensure that we remember the families. 
 

We have seen our personnel in Australia and overseas carrying on the spirit of the 
ANZACs. We must not forget today’s veterans, the young men and women who are 
returning from duty. 
 

ANZAC Day is a day to remember all men and women of the Australian Defence 
Force, regardless of the time they served. 
On ANZAC Day we pay tribute to all current and former members of the Australian 
Defence Force, those lost in training, on operations, the wounded, injured and ill. 
Thank you, to all. Lest We Forget.                                        (Continued on page 11) 

 
The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in our local district and surrounds, 

including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District 
Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion without notification 
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DONATIONS 
John and Fiona Ross  $100 
Anonymous     $  50 
Jane Duncombe   $  20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to offset all expenses 
relating to producing it. Please send in your donation to the Dunkeld 
Consolidated School office where it will be receipted and an acknowledgement 
made via the Newsletter. A receipt will be provided. Please make cheques 
payable to the “Dunkeld Consolidated School.”  
Direct deposit to BSB: 633 000 Account: 1430 91510 – please include your 
name as a reference so we may acknowledge your donation. 
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A footballer, a vet and a decorated Anzac                              
During my school years, every kid knew the famous story of “Simpson and 

his donkey”.  Private John Simpson Kirkpatrick became a national hero at 

Anzac Cove in 1915 when he used his donkey to carry wounded men from 

the front line, under fire, to seek medical attention.  Sadly, he was killed in 

action only four weeks after the Anzac landing. 
 

It is unlikely, however, that many have heard of Cyril Robert Seelenmeyer, 

and I thought that Anzac Day may be the time to tell a little of his story, and 

that of his family.   
 

Born in Melbourne in 1892, Seelenmeyer was a brilliant student, 

matriculating from Melbourne Grammar School and graduating in veterinary 

science from the University of Melbourne in 1914, winning the Agricultural 

Society’s Silver Medal.   
 

He was also a promising footballer, playing for the Melbourne University 

Football Club – the third oldest in Australia – in its last year of membership of the old Victorian Football 

League.  Soon afterwards, team numbers rapidly declined due to widespread enlistment in the military; 

World War I had just begun.   
 

Cyril Seelenmeyer, engaged to be married, joined up in October 1914 and was commissioned as a Captain in 

the Australian Army Veterinary Corps, attached to the 10th Australian Field Artillery Brigade.  The vital role 

of pack-horses in World War I is sometimes overlooked, but, serving in Egypt and France, Seelenmeyer’s 

legendary and widely lauded work on the welfare of these horses and treatment of wounded comrades – 

even during terrible bombardments – gained him the Military Cross and promotion to Major.  The 

recommendation for his MC reads as follows: 
 

“For zeal and devotion to duty he showed in attending to his patients under extremely adverse conditions 

while the Brigade wagon lines were under heavy shell fire near Ypres on October 21st 1917, when this 

Brigade had over 100 casualties amongst animals.  Captain Seelenmeyer’s Dugout was blown in and his 

veterinary equipment considerably damaged.  This officer, by his strict sense of duty, has kept the animal 

wastage of his Brigade down to a minimum, and has done all in his power to save animals being destroyed 

unless it is absolutely necessary.  On several previous occasions this officer has done very effective work 

when the Brigade wagon lines were being shelled.”   
 

Tragically, on 8th August 1918, aged 26, Major Seelenmeyer was killed by a German shell and is buried at 

Fouilly, near Corbie in the Somme. 
 

My interest in this World War I soldier perhaps requires some explanation.  Obviously I never knew Cyril, 

but as a child and teenager I knew other members of his family, especially his older brother. 
 

Cyril’s father was Adolph Frederic Seelenmeyer, born in London but of Prussian descent.  He emigrated to 

Australia in 1875, later matriculating and studying medicine, firstly at Melbourne University but later also in 

Edinburgh and Brussels.  Returning to Victoria, he became a founder of homeopathic medicine in 

Melbourne, his older brother Henry having earlier opened Melbourne’s first homeopathic pharmacy, as well 

as a Bible and Tract Depot.  Adolphe later established his practice in Collins Street, traditionally the location 

of Melbourne’s top specialists.  He was also a fervent Christian, and one of the pioneering Australian 

evangelists of what later became known as the Exclusive Brethren, now officially designated as the 

“Plymouth Brethren Christian Church”, a controversial group in more recent years.  Times were different in 

the early 1900s, and Dr Seelenmeyer, among others, was heavily involved in “gospel tent missions” around 

the country.  One such event was held at Harcourt in central Victoria, attracting many residents from around 

the district.  Among them were my grandparents, who became Brethren members as a result.  This explains 

why my parents and I were also raised in the Brethren. 
 

Dr Seelenmeyer married Alexandra Mary Munster in 1887 and they had eight sons, of whom Cyril was the 

second.  Their eldest son was Adolph Henry Seelenmeyer, born in 1888, who also became a medical 
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practitioner.  I remember “Dr Dolph” very well, even though he was often known by his second name (A. 

Henry Seeley appears on his gravestone). 
 

In 1920, the senior Dr Seelenmeyer and his six surviving sons changed their surnames by deed poll to 

“Seeley”, due to the strong anti-German sentiment in Australia during and following World War I.  

Apparently the brass name-plate of his clinic at 30 Collins Street was tarred and feathered – despite the fact 

that his son Cyril had served with such distinction on the Allied side in the War.  Sadly, but perhaps 

understandably, such events were not uncommon at the time.  
 

My research on Cyril revealed that his early education was at Cumloden School, St Kilda, Melbourne, then a 

feeder school for Melbourne Grammar.  Another well-known student of Cumloden was Richard Casey, later 

a minister in the Menzies government and, as Lord Casey, Governor-General of Australia.  The name 

“Cumloden” – probably named after a village in Scotland – brought back a memory, and prompted me to 

look for an old French-English dictionary, given to me by Dr A.H. Seeley when I was a teenager studying 

French.  Inside the front cover is stamped: “Seelenmeyer I, Cumloden”!  From that I assumed AHS had 

attended the school, and that his younger brother Cyril had followed suit. 
 

Dr Seeley (junior) married Edith Aline Le Souef, a member of another prominent family, some of whom 

were Brethren members.  Her grandfather was Albert Alexander Cochrane Le Souef, born in Kent, England 

in 1828.  His family descended from the Huguenots and he was educated at the Moravian Mission School, 

Neuwied, Germany, before arriving in Melbourne in 1840.  An early member of the Brethren, Le Souef for a 

time was a “Protector of Aborigines” when Victoria was still the Port Phillip District of New South Wales.  

An eminent zoologist, he established the Melbourne Zoological Gardens in 1870, where he was Director 

until his death in 1902. 
 

Le Souef had four daughters and five sons.  Three of the sons were also zoologists, one establishing the 

Taronga Park Zoo in Sydney, and another the Perth Zoo in Western Australia.  William Henry Dudley Le 

Souef (1856-1923) succeeded his father as Director of the Melbourne Zoo, and Edith Aline, one of his six 

children, I knew well in later life as the rather daunting Mrs Seeley.  
 

The Le Souef family had a huge impact on the knowledge and awareness of Australian wildlife, as well as 

exotic animals.  They left an impressive archival collection covering three generations of the family’s 

personal and professional commitment to exploring the natural world. 
 

One story I heard was that Mrs Seeley, who grew up in the Director’s residence at Melbourne Zoo, awoke 

one night to find the family’s pet terrier attacking an escaped leopard! 
 

I always liked “Dr Dolph”.  I remember him as a thin and rather ruffled looking man with a bald head, a 

cumbersome hearing aid and reading glasses often perched on the end of his nose.  He could be blunt and 

gruff at times, but was always kind to me.  The Seeleys had five daughters, and I sometimes wondered if he 

looked upon me as something of a surrogate grandson.  As well as the French-English dictionary, he gave 

me a French New Testament, and an old “Royal” typewriter – all of which I still retain.  He drove a dark 

green FX Holden, then later a grey or fawn Austin.  The Seeleys lived at 13 Dorrington Avenue, Glen Iris – 

a wonderful two-storeyed house which had a “speaking tube” from upstairs to downstairs, originally used to 

summon servants, as I understand!  This fascinated me as a child, when I was invited to their home with 

some of their grandchildren in 1959, on the occasion of Mrs Seeley’s 70th birthday.   
 

I remember being horrified when Dr Seeley collapsed of a heart attack during a Brethren meeting in the 

early 1960s.  As I recall, he recovered from that, but later died from another attack, on 30th April 1963.  He 

is buried in Box Hill Cemetery, quite close to my grandparents. 
 

I imagine that Cyril was brought up in the Brethren, but if he had lived in more recent times, his football 

activities and front-line military service would have been problematic, given that Brethren members (at least 

in my time) were discouraged from competitive sport and confined to non-combatant duties in war-time. 
 

Cyril Robert Seelenmeyer’s name is located at panel 184 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War 

Memorial in Canberra. His name is regularly projected onto the exterior of the Hall of Memory. 

Lest We Forget. 
 

Peter Flinn 
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AUSTDRIVE AWARENESS PROGRAM 
Another wonderful initiative was successfully completed recently, with the Austdrive Youth Driver Awareness 

Program completed in Dunkeld. In conjunction with the Dunkeld Lions Club, we supported this great day, which 

was very well supported and of great benefit to those in attendance. Organisers were full of praise for the program, 

with invaluable advice received for not only the students, but also the parents 

present. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Runs for the 
month of May  

  

Roger McCLURE 
Leading Senior Constable 33436 
Officer In Charge 
Dunkeld Police Station 
67 Parker Street 
0409 078 825 
 

 
 

I have had a report of firewood collections from a farm property just south of Dunkeld.  No 
permission was asked for or given.  Please refrain from this activity otherwise we might be 
having a discussion about theft/trespass.  Best to ask the property owner first.   

Roger McCLURE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAVENDISH REDGUM FESTIVAL 

Wonderful weather and a fantastic attendance, has left organisers of this year’s 

Redgum Festival, thrilled with its success.  

We were very happy to sponsor the event and more particularly the wonderful work of 

Rob Bast Sculptor in bringing a red gum stump to life, creating amazing sculptures of 

gorgeous animals for all to admire. The stump will be a lasting treasure for the 

Cavendish community and we were pleased to play a part in this. 

Congratulations to all who contributed to a great weekend in Cavendish. 
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WHAT’S ON MAY  / JUNE  –    PLEASE CHECK THROUGH THE NEWSLETTER AND USE BELOW TO 
                                                                   FILL IN THE DATES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO YOU 

MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT SUN 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 
Issue 6 distributed 
 
 
 

2 3 
 

4 5 

6 
 
 
 
 
 

7 8 
 
 
 

9 10 
Issue 7 deadline 
 
 
 

11 12 

13 
 
 
 
 
 

14 15 
Issue 7 distributed 
 
 
 

16 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 

18 19 

20 
 
 
 
 
 

21 22 23 24 
Issue 8 deadline 
 
 
 

25 26 

27 28 29 
Issue 8 distributed 
 
 
 
 

30 31 1 2 

 CHURCH TIMES     
Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Parish Priest - Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161  Website: www.westernborder.church 

Email: patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au  
 
    
1st Week  Sunday May 5   8.30am Mass  
2nd Week  Sunday May 12     No Mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week  Sunday May 19   8.30am Mass  
4th Week  Sunday May 26   9.00am Assembly of Word and Communion 
 
1st Week  Sunday June  2     8.30am Mass  
2nd Week  Sunday June  9     No Mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week  Sunday June 16  8.30am Mass  
 

 
 
Dunkeld Uniting / Anglican Congregation Church Service Times 
 

5 May  ANGLICAN at Saint Mary’s Church    5.00pm  Father David 

12 May UNITING at Sterling Place Community Centre 5.00pm  Rev Fiona Hill HC 

19 May ANGLICAN at Saint Mary’s Church    5.00pm   Father David 

27 May UNITING at Sterling Place Community Centre 5.00pm     
 

EVERYONE WELCOME – We would love to see you – Enquiries to Heather Macgugan 0400 952 716. 
 

 
 
 
Warrayure Trinity Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au
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DUNKELD MUSEUM 

NEWS 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS:  

Sunday 1.00pm-5.00pm and  

Thursday 1.00pm-4.00pm 

Visit our Website:  dunkeldmuseum.org.au  
 

MUSEUM DUTY ROSTER 
 

Sun 5 May  Rex Beveridge & Greg Gardner 

Sun 12 May Heather Funk & Di Duckmanton 
 

Firstly, I must say a huge THANK YOU to all our 

volunteers, the sawmill men and the stall holders who 

helped make our Market Day at the Sawmill such a 

huge success resulting in a profit of over $1,700. Our 

three recent Market Days, so professionally arranged 

by Angie Gordon has brought in over $5,000 for the 

Museum, thanks to Angie for all her organising of the 

stall holders and contributors, including Hamilton 

Produce who donated the chainsaw for our raffle 

which was won by 5 year old Lillie Gordon, who was 

entered in the raffle by her Great Grandmother Do 

Barr. 
 

I also congratulate Dennis Fitzpatrick for picking up 

the tab to update our cupboard/drawers space, so we 

will be able to access items without having to wait 

until one of the young volunteers come in and crouch 

down on their hands and knees to get items out of that 

space … thank you Dennis, much appreciated. We 

have also had a second offer from Susie Clarke to fund 

this project. The Museum volunteers are very lucky to 

have such caring people to support their efforts to keep 

our Museum in tip top order for everyone to enjoy. 
 

A couple of interesting items have recently been dug 

up by Kim Backholer at the Henham Settlement site at 

Mirranatwa. Kim is a retired surveyor from Melbourne 

and was an enormous help to the Museum in gathering 

information for our publication “Henham - The Town 

that Never Was”. Kim has donated these items to the 

museum to be displayed with other Henham items on 

display. 
 

OTHER NEWS: 

Over the last couple of weeks we have had an influx of 

visitors from overseas and interstate, including 

America, Canada, UK, NSW and Adelaide, all thought 

our Museum was well worth the visit. 

Thank you to Iris Field, Mary Fenech, Alex Paton and 

others for trying to identify our recent acquisition of 

photos from Dimboola, a lot of faces are still to be 

recognised so we will keep them circulating around 

Dunkeld seeking more info. Does anyone know who 

the Assistant Stationmaster was in the 1970’s era? His 

children are in some of the photos. 

 

Joyce Gordon (Secretary) 
 
 

DUNKELD BOWLING CLUB INVITES: 
 

Dunkeld and District ladies for an afternoon of 
Bowls coaching, then we will play a few ends. 
Just for fun!!!! 
Commenced at 4.00pm on Thursday 18 April and 
will run for approx. 6 weeks. 
Everyone welcome. 
Please wear flat soled shoes. 
 
Any enquiries please phone Jeanette McDonnell on 
0400 083 190. 

 

DUNKELD BOWLS CLUB 

The ANNUAL Meeting of the Dunkeld Bowls 

Club will be held on Sunday 26 May at 1:30pm. 

Presentations for all Club Events will follow  

- Club Championship   

- 100 UP 

- B Grade Pairs  

- Murdoch Templeton Memorial 21 UP 

President Angus would appreciate all club 

members attending this meeting, to vote on 

decisions affecting the club. Please come along. 

New or intending members, most welcome also. 

 
250 Words from Father David 
 

Wicked little letters 
 

I went to see this film the other day. I should 

probably start with the health warning that some of 

the letters were technicolor in their content. That’s 

the next level above colourful. 

 

The film starred some well-known folk like Olivia 

Colman, Edith Swan, Jessie Buckley and Rose 

Gooding. 

 

The film was based upon a true court case in the 

1920’s and without giving too much of the plot 

away, there were a number of wicked little letters 

that were posted around Littlehampton in England. 

The letters are crude, insulting, clever and 

demeaning. Fingers are pointed at who the author 

might be and ... well … the plot unfolds with a 

quirky bounce. It’s a jolly good romp. The good guys 

come out trumps whilst the right person / author is 

caught out and given their just desserts. 

 

Aside from just being good fun, I was reminded 

again about the potency of the written word. The 

responsibility on those whose written words are 

read by many people is significant. Once written, 

whether on paper or on a screen, they cannot be 

retrieved. You can’t pretend that you somehow 

didn’t write them. In this electronic age it’s even 
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more salutary because your words can be speedily 

sent on to countless numbers of people in the time it 

takes to click a computer mouse. I don’t think that 

there is such a thing as an anonymous email these 

days. That’s why we rightly employ clever, wise 

people in this burgeoning industry called 

Cybercrime. 

 

The lesson for all those who stroke the keyboard, 

and especially myself is ‘Be careful.’ Read and re-

read, your words before they are sent off into the 

cyber cosmos. Our wicked little letters are more 

easily found out in the 2020’s than they would have 

been in the 1920’s. 
 
Father David Oulton 
Phone:  0435 867 040 
Email:  droulton72@gmail.com 

 

AUSTDRIVE - YOUTH DRIVER TRAINING 
The Bendigo Community Bank & Dunkeld and District 
Lions Club held a wonderfully successful Youth 
Defensive Driving Course on Sunday 14 April. 
Students were put through their paces in various 
driving scenarios. They all did their tasks with great 
aplomb and success.  
 
Think the parents quite honestly also enjoyed the day 
(and may have had a secret refresher course!!) 
 
All in all, a great day educating our young drivers to be 
better and more confident drivers of the future. 
 
Thank you also to Dunkeld Racing Club for the use of 
their facilities and thank you to Sterling Place for the 
venue to hold the face-to-face class sessions and the 
Lions Club for providing the BBQ lunch. 
 
Austdrive has been an extremely successful driving 
program for many communities throughout Australia, 
and the results speak for themselves. Going beyond 
the scope of any learner instruction previously 
completed, the Austdrive program training meets each 
young driver (16-25 years) at their level and is 
designed to provide young drivers a realistic view of 
their actual abilities (as opposed to what they think 
they can do). The program focuses on practical driver 
awareness, resulting in a true perspective; not the one 
their peers have given them. It is our core belief that 
prevention is better than cure, especially when lives 
are at risk. 
 
Keep a look out for dates when another course is 
going to be announced. 

 

Murder Mystery Evening 
 
MURDER AT CHATEAU KOLOR! 
ARREST MADE! 
 
50 people (including Dunkeldians) 
were in attendance at an auction of 
the late Baroness Von Munchen’s 

estate on Saturday 13 April at Chateau Kolor in 
Penshurst, when the arrest was made. The murderer, 
who cannot be named at this time, confessed after 
guests spent the evening investigating the crime. 
Other crimes were also said to have been committed 
in the lead up to the commencement of the bidding. 
The eclectic group of guests at the auction included 
antique dealers, prominent members of the church, 
entrepreneurs, political activists, spies, assassins and 
a drug dealer. A highly entertaining and fun night was 
had by all! All guests were in full costume with pre-
assigned characters to play.  
 
Ably led by Ashley McPherson an actor from 
Melbourne, the event ran like clockwork with guests 
guessing until the end.  The murderer was arrested by 
our very own Inspector Clu’D’eau.  
 
Guests enjoyed dinner from Sturgeon View, wines 
from Pierrepoint Wines and gin and beer from Suffoir 
Distillery. With great assistance from Olivia and Sol. 
 
The event was so successful another one in a different 
era will happen later in the year!!! 
 
PHOTOS @bespokedesigns 

 

  
 
 
 
 

MOBILE LIBRARY 
 

Will be visiting DUNKELD every Thursday fortnight 
12.30pm – 1.30pm 

Glenelg Highway alongside pool 
 

Dunkeld: Thursday 9 May, Thursday 23 May 
 

 

Mirranatwa: Thursday 2 May, Thursday 16 May 
3.00pm – 4.00pm 
Phone:  5573 0470 

www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library 
 

 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:   
GREATER HAMILTON LIBRARY 

 

Ann Hinsch 
Hamilton Library 

Mobile Library Services Officer 
Southern Grampians Shire Council 

mailto:droulton72@gmail.com
http://www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library
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FORMS AVAILABLE FROM DUNKELD POST 

OFFICE - GET YOUR ENTRY IN ASAP 

 

 

NEWS 

We would like to thank the people of Dunkeld, and 
surrounds, for their support in 2024. 

COMING UP AT OTR Dunkeld 
Offbeat Film Club – Music Concerts and Films 
Check poster for further dates from April to June 
Doors 6.00pm, Film 6.30pm 
 
We are so excited to announce that the Offbeat Film 
Club will be putting on a season of Cinema at Off The 
Rails Dunkeld! 
 
From April to June, the Offbeat Film Club will be 
featuring Music Documentaries, Films and Concerts as 
we head into the cosy months! Couldn’t think of a 
better venue for such an awesome idea for our 
community. 
 
Best of all, it’s a great chance to get out locally, enjoy 
some great films, spend time with friends, stay warm 
and best of all, it’s FREE!! 
 
BYO drinks, snacks, and bean bag if desired. Check 
out the poster for dates, times, films! 
 

 
Britt Gow – Gelatin Plate Monoprinting and Linocut 
on Fabric Workshops 
Sunday 5 May 2024 
 
Gelatin Plate Monoprinting 
10.00am – 11.30am 
 
Linocut on Fabric 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
 
Attend 1 or both sessions.  Minimum 5, maximum 12 
participants. Call Britt on 0458 016 300 to book.  
Bookings essential. 
 
Britt Gow – Beginners Linocut and Linocut on 
Fabric Workshops 
Saturday 25 May 2024 
 
Beginners Linocut 
10.00am – 12.30pm 
 
Linocut on Fabric 
1.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Attend 1 or both sessions.  Minimum 5, maximum 12 
participants.  Call Britt on 0458 016 300 to book.   
Bookings essential. 
 
Skills Session Series – Visible Mending with Marty 
- Mend your Winter Woollies and Denim 
Sunday 26 May 2024 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Get ready for creative mending - bring along your 
woollies and denim and give your clothes a second 
chance in time for winter. Sustainable, fun, great 
conversations and learn some new skills along the 
way.  
Entry is by donation on the day, however small or big, 
any age. 
 
Garden Design Drawing Workshop with Kirsty 
Williams 
Sunday 2 June 2024 
10.00am – 2.00pm 
 
If you love the idea of producing a hand-drawn (yes, 
you can) garden design for your place but maybe 
skipped drafting at school then this might be the 
workshop for you!  
 
Together we'll work our way through the basics of 
birds-eye base mapping, scale, representing design 
elements pictorially and rendering while you work 
towards producing your own design. 
 
All materials and equipment included, tea and coffee 
provided, BYO lunch. 

 
Kirsty Williams is a mother, grower, facilitator, 
permaculture designer and maker living on Girai 
Wurrung country in Southwestern Victoria. With a 
background in Horticulture, she completed her 
Permaculture Design Course in early 2020. To quote 
Kirsty after completing her PDC “I instantly felt as 
though all the little scraps of my life had been stitched 
together and handed to me in the most beautiful of 
quilts. So special!” She lives and work on a 4 acre off-
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grid property with her business Growing Home 
Permaculture and is looking forward to sharing her 
permaculture adventures with everyone as we learn 
and grow together. 
 
VanGOgh Travelling Art  
Every Monday 
 
VanGOgh is a weekly mobile children’s art program, 
bringing country children the opportunity to get creative 
in their own town and building an Art Club community. 
Mobile Art Club is at Off The Rails Mondays 4.30pm – 
6.00pm. To secure a spot for your mini-Master or for 
more information, contact Shelley via Facebook 
“Vangogh travelling art club”,  
Email vangoghartclub@gmail.com or   
Phone:  0488 712 937 
 
Monday » Dunkeld 
Tuesday Hamilton middles - vr 3-5 
Wednesday » Penshurst 
Thursday Hamilton seniors - V- 6 
 

 

UPCOMING PROJECTS 
OTR Dunkeld Granny Squares Shade Sail Project 
DUNKELD AND SURROUNDS………. WE NEED 
YOUR HELP!!!  
  
We would love any donations of granny squares from 
now until the end of August!  Please drop your Granny 
Squares on the platform at Off the Rails Dunkeld, 
corner Skene and Sterling Streets, Dunkeld. 
If you are keen to knit some, we have wool available 
on the platform for you to take. 
THANK YOU!!!! 
 
ABOUT US 
Off The Rails Dunkeld is a voluntary, community-run 
Not-For-Profit Organisation, dedicated to facilitating 
arts, educational, creative, and cultural opportunities 
for locals and the wider community in the beautiful 
heritage Dunkeld Railway Station. 
Community spaces play a crucial role in providing 
residents with a sense of belonging and identity. They 
offer a place for people to connect, socialise and 
engage in activities, fostering a sense of community 
spirit and shared purpose. This space is for everyone, 
so if you want to get involved let us know, or just come 
along! 
 
HIRE THE SPACE 
Got an idea you’d like to run with to use this lovely 
space? Want to run a workshop, a class, share some 
skills, host a community event, or just hang with your 
club in a cool space?  
 
The rental market is still completely affordable at OTR! 
Feel free to contact us on otrdunkeld@gmail.com or 
Kerryn on 0405 385 359. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 

Off the Rail Dunkeld 2024 Memberships!   
 
Membership is super important to us!  It not only helps 
us keep the lights going and water running, but small 
community spaces like Off The Rails Dunkeld play a 
crucial role in fostering a sense of belonging, 
connection, and mutual support among established 
and new residents and families in small towns.  
  
To renew your membership, or join Off The Rails 
Dunkeld, please consider making a $10 donation by 
direct deposit or drop into the Dunkeld Bendigo Bank 
branch: 
  
Off The Rails Dunkeld 
633-000 
Account 155 271 299 
  
Thank you. 
Off The Rails, Dunkeld Committee 

 

 

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE 
Local Events Drive Record Visitor Spending in 
Southern Grampians Shire  
Southern Grampians Shire Council is celebrating a 
surge in visitor spending this March, with total 
visitor spending up by 22% or $1.68 million 
compared to last year. This remarkable increase 
can be attributed to a series of successful events 
held throughout the region, showcasing Hamilton's 
rich cultural and entertainment offerings.  
The standout event was the "Emerging from 
Darkness" exhibition in Hamilton Gallery, which 
drew visitors from near and far to experience the 
vibrant arts scene in the Southern Grampians 
Shire. Emerging From Darkness showcased 
significant European works in Australia for the first 
time in Hamilton and helped play a pivotal role in 
boosting local spending and supporting the 
community's businesses.  
In addition, the 2024 Cush Street Stock National 
Titles at Hamilton Speedway held March 8 to 10, 
and the Messier Star Party at Hamilton Harness 
Racing Club on March 9th and 10th, attracted 
enthusiasts and travellers, further driving visitor 
spending in the dining and entertainment sectors, 
with the region experiencing an incredible 54% 
increase in visitor spending, amounting to $108,892 
more than the same period in 2023.  
The events over the last few months have been 
such a pleasure to attend," said Mayor Councillor 
David Robertson.   
  
“These events breathe so much life into the region 
and remind us what a great little corner of the world 
we’ve carved out. The money that comes into local 
businesses helps send kids to local schools and 
goes back to restaurants and shops in our region. 
We all want to bring money in and to keep it in our 



10 

 

area, it’s just amazing to see how hard the 
community has worked towards that goal.”  
  
The festivities continued with the Sow and Savor 
Soirée, the 2024 Koonara Summer Fiesta, the 
Balmoral Easter Market and the farmers craft 
market penshurst all contributed to the region's 
appeal, drawing visitors and encouraging them to 
explore the enchanting experiences that the 
Southern Grampians Shire has to offer.   
  
Southern Grampians Shire Council looks forward to 
building on this success and continuing to foster 
growth through a dynamic calendar of events and 
attractions. For more information on upcoming 
events, visit the SGSC website or What’s On|Visit 
Greater Hamilton  
 
  
 
From the Lions Den 
 
L Liberty 
I Intelligence 
O Our 
N Nations 
S Safety 
 
If we worry too much about ourselves, we won’t have time for 
others. Mary MacKillop 1874. 

 
A nice Lions story 
A tale of two countries. 
I was watching the news recently and it was about the 
fighting in Gaza. It showed a middle-aged man with his 
family. They were cooking a meal on an old fridge rack over 
a small fire between two concrete blocks. That is the way I 
have a barbecue, and I have used the same rack for over 30 
years. But that was where the similarity stopped. 
 
The next few minutes showed the family in a damaged 
building surrounded by other bombed outbuildings. 
I on the other hand live in a peaceful area. 
His outlook was war damage. 
My outlook was a scene of mountains, gum trees, green 
grass and if I am lucky kangaroos quietly feeding. 
He has to worry about missiles, shells, and other weapons of 
war. 
I worry about the crow stealing the food off the barbecue 
when I am not looking. 
He said, “I don’t know where our next meal is coming from.” 
I on the other hand have a stocked freezer. 
I know where I would rather try and raise a family. 
I also know that all the above could be just a set up for the 
media, or by the media. 
 
The Dunkeld and District Lions assist other volunteers at The 
Old Bus Depot in Dunkeld with two other organisation, 
DRASS (Dunkeld Refugee and Asylum Seeker Support 
Group) and African Action. 
 
DRASS: 
Vision: Opening hearts and doors to Refugees. 
Mission: Using community initiatives to fundraise, educate 
and effect policy change. To grow compassion for refugees. 

Core principles: Non-party political, non-religious affiliation, 
upholding human rights. 
We thank you for your support at The Old Bus Depot which 
has for sale – electric quality goods, antique furniture, local 
artisan products, craft by people of refugee background. 
 
Next edition I will give more details of African Action. 
 
One of those things you really had to know 
The only person injured (accidental) in the arrest of Governor 
Bligh in January 1808 was Lieutenant Thomas LAYCOCK 
(Jr) c1786-1823 of the New South Wales Corps. He joined 
the Corps at the age of nine years and retired as a Captain 
of the English 98th Regiment during the American Civil War. 
 
Peter Hinchey 
 

Garden Notes – May 
As an important part of your fruit 
tree spray program, your peach, 
apricot and nectarine trees should 
receive an application of copper fungicide when 
approximately half of the leaves have fallen, usually about 
mid-May. This will help to prevent fungus diseases such as 
leaf curl and brown rot later in the year. 
 
Spring flowering bulbs, annuals and perennials can still be 
planted but don’t delay as the planting season is drawing to 
a close. Main vegetable plantings for May are cabbage, 
cauliflower, broccoli, onions, peas, broad beans and turnips. 
 
Late autumn and early winter is a good time to apply garden 
lime (not builder’s lime) to lawns and vacant vegetable beds. 
This has many benefits including the breaking up of any 
surface soil “crusts” which may have formed during the 
summer. Many lawn fertilisers will drop the soil pH into the 
range below that preferred by lawn grasses. Lime will restore 
the balance; it also increases earthworm activity and helps to 
reduce moss growth. Moss in lawns usually only flourishes in 
badly drained or shady areas and will remain a problem until 
these conditions can be overcome. Sulphate of iron or moss 
killer lawn food will give temporary control. 
 
Hydrangeas can be pruned during May and June. This is a 
very simple job. The starting point is to remove any dead or 
weak growth, then cut back to a strong double bud any 
shoots which produced flowers last season. If you wish to 
change the colour of your blooms you should begin 
treatment in May and continue regularly until flowering. Acid 
soils produce blue flowers, alkaline soils produce pink 
flowers, white flowers will not change in any soil type. Epsom 
Salts or Garden Lime will encourage pink blooms, Iron 
Sulphate or Hydrangea Blueing Fertiliser will produce blue 
blooms. 
 
A few minutes spent cleaning and sharpening your secateurs 
and pruning saw will help you to get pruning under way in 
winter. 
 
Happy gardening! 
 
Stephen Hughan, Ararat Nursery – phone: 5352 1123 
 

DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH 
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men 
and women to be members and renew their 
membership to ensure the future of the RSL 
locally. Membership for 2024 is $40.00 per 
person. If you are a relative of ex-service men 

or women, you can also join the RSL. Affiliate memberships 
are also available to members of emergency services 
(police, fire brigade, CFA, ambulance and/or SES). 

https://visitgreaterhamilton.com.au/whats-on/
https://visitgreaterhamilton.com.au/whats-on/
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By becoming a member of the RSL, you will enjoy the 
privilege of having joined one of Australia's oldest and most 
revered organisations and supporting your local RSL Sub-
Branch. An organisation committed to selfless service on 
behalf of the nation, which is dedicated to honouring those 
who have served our nation through military service, and that 
focuses on the care of veterans and their dependants. 
Application forms are available from the Secretary/Treasurer, 
Terrie Nicholson on 0487 416 971. 
 
ANZAC Day Dawn Service (continued from page 1): 
Dunkeld Consolidated School Captains, Jim Herrmann and 
Henrietta Patterson, participated in the service with Henrietta 
reciting The Ode and Jim respectfully raising the Australian 
flag to the masthead while Reveille was being played.  
Commemorative 
wreaths were laid at the 
base of the soldier’s 
memorial by several 
community groups and 
schools including the 
Dunkeld RSL Sub-
Branch, Legacy, 
Dunkeld Consolidated 
School, Southern 
Grampians Shire Council, Hamilton schools and families and 
community members.  Mr Stuart McDonald from Warrayure 
also  had a Chevrolet Blitz truck and 25-pounder field gun on 
display. The gun previously belonged to the Penshurst RSL 
and will be undergoing a full restoration. At the conclusion of 
the service, Dunkeld & District Lions Club members kindly 
provided a complimentary barbecue breakfast, for the large 
crowd.   
 
The Dunkeld RSL Sub-Branch would 
like to sincerely thank the general 
community for their continuing 
support especially the Dunkeld & 
District Lions Club and the Dunkeld 
Consolidated School. Thank you to 
our local businesses who kindly 
allowed us to sell our ANZAC Appeal 
badges and merchandise including 
AGnVET, Sturgeon View, Grampians 
Providore, Dunkeld Old Bakery, 
Dunkeld and District Community 
Bank, Dunkeld Post Office, Dunkeld 
Consolidated School and MJ’s 
Roadhouse, Glenthompson. A special 
thank you to Mrs Heather Lynch from Glenthompson for her 
tireless support of the ANZAC Appeal. 
 

Autumn Heathland 
By Marion Colton 
The northerly wind is strong as I walk 
up Victoria Valley Road and there is 
heat in the sun. A pair of emus stroll 
through the paddocks opposite the 
racecourse. Every so often they 
gracefully bend their long necks to the 
earth, seeking a tasty morsel. 
By the dry riverbed, I discover a 
different, non-prickly Starwort. It is 
Swamp Starwort, Stellaria 
angustifolia, not flowering at this time 
of year, but its leaves are a vivid 
green and very compact. It acts as a 
very green groundcover edging the 
dry riverbed. A pastel-green billabong 
is visible a little way ahead. It is the beneficial, moisture-

retaining algae, Azolla filiculoides. Several vehicles are lined 
up in the car park as their owners scale the heights of 
Wurgarri/Mount Sturgeon. I wander through the trees along 
the meandering path. Today I’m particularly looking at 
species of Restionaceae, about which I’ve recently been 
reading. I had no idea there were so many species in 
Australia, literally hundreds, most in Western Australia. 
Gariwerd/The Grampians hosts three of them; Lepyrodia 
flexuosa, Lepidobolus drapetocoleus and Hypolaena 
fastigiata. I’m only familiar with the latter, which is very 
common in our area, lining the tracks and clambering in and 
out of heathland shrubs. It has a very sprawling habit and we 
probably take it for granted, but if we look closely it is very 
attractive.  
 
 

I’ve just learned that what I called stems, on Restionaceae 
they are known as culms, so I’ll refer to them as that. There 
are separate male and female plants. Both have slender, 
round, glaucous culms, and several side branches. Each 
culm and branch have small, reddish-brown sheaths 
occurring at regular intervals along it, making a beautiful 
contrast with the whitish green. The male culms terminate in 
nodding spikelets, red-brown to dark-brown whilst the female 
spikelets of a similar colour are erect and usually fewer in 
number. When they catch the sunlight, they shine like 
burnished copper. En masse, they make an attractive 
picture. As you walk in the heathlands, you will notice them 
everywhere. Many of the Restionaceae species are valuable 
to conservation as they can stabilise sandy areas with their 
sand-binding roots. 
 
 

Today, a few branching plants of Ixodia achillaeoides were 
displaying their pretty clusters of papery white flowers, and 
Beard-heath is preparing to flower, its cream buds still 
clenched tightly shut. A few Correa reflexa, hiding amongst 
the heath, are calling pollinating insects with their brilliant red 
and yellow bells. However, the bush is mainly a mosaic of 
different greens at this time of year, interspersed by the 
browns and greys of the arching trunks and branches of 
Eucalyptus baxteri. 
 
 

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER 
Please note that the closing date for the Community 
Newsletter is 6.00pm on the Friday before the distribution 
date, as listed in the below table. 
 
Please forward your content to Gaylene Raymond – 
email: gfraymond@bigpond.com 
 
Issue      Cut-off Date        Distribution Date 
 7      Fri 10 May                      Wed 15 May 
 8        Fri 24 May                      Wed 29 May 
 9       Fri   7 June                     Wed 12 June 
10      Fri 21 June                     Wed 26 June 
              JUNE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
11      Fri 12 July                      Wed 17 July 
12          Fri 26 July                        Wed 31 July 
13      Fri  9 August                     Wed 14 August 
14       Fri 23 August                   Wed 28 August 
15          Fri  6 September              Wed 11 September 
              SEPTEMBER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
16       Fri  4 October                 Wed 9 October  
17       Fri 18 October                 Wed 23 October 
18       Fri  1 November               Wed  6 November 
19       Fri 15 November              Wed 20 November 
20      Fri 29 November             Wed 4 December 
21      Fri 13 December              Wed 18 December  

LAST ISSUE FOR 2024 
 

mailto:gfraymond@bigpond.com
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landscape,  

still life 

and contemporary  

oil paintings 
 

 
open 10-4 most days  

or phone 0437 944 582 

225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294 

prints and cards available 
www.grampiansart.com.au 

        James Mooney 
 

 
Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving. 

 
Free Quotes 

All sized jobs. 
A high standard of work guaranteed 

 

Call James today on   0409428500 
ABN: 70 277 115 304 

 

http://www.grampiansart.com.au/
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Mini Baa’s - this program is aimed at Boys and Girls 
aged between 5 and 7 years old. If you are interested 
in this program, please indicate your interest to Jayne 
Manning on  0419 945 572.  
 
Baa’s - this program is aimed at boys and girls aged 
between 8 and 11 years old. If you are interested in 
this program, please register your child in the under 
13’s via this link: 
https://registration.netballconnect.com/userRegistration 
 
If you have any queries please contact Dee-Anne 
Raymond on 0428 078 148. 
 
Follow the Glenthompson Dunkeld Football Netball 
Club on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/gdfnc/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Leading Senior Constable Roger McClure  
Officer in Charge 
Dunkeld Police Station 
67 Parker Street 
DUNKELD   VIC   3294 
Ph: 5577 2260 / 0409 078 825 
DUNKELD.UNI@police.vic.gov.au 
Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000 
 
 

 

https://registration.netballconnect.com/userRegistration
https://www.facebook.com/gdfnc/
about:blank
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Dine In 

Takeaway 

Licensed premises 

Takeaway alcohol 

Catering Available 

Large group bookings welcome!!! 

(Seat up to 50 inside) 

Menu choices, something for everyone 

including 

GF, Vegan, & Vegetarian options 

 

SPECIALITY NIGHTS 

TUESDAY - Parma Night $20 

WEDNESDAY - Steak Night $30 
(Free pot of beer or soft drink when dining in) 

THURSDAY - Burger Night $18 

Or Steak Sandwich $20 

 

Freshly made in house Pizzas 

Available daily from 5.00pm 

 

Takeaway Family Packs 

Pizza Bundle – 2 x pizzas, Garlic bread 

& 1.25L soft drink $45 

(Speciality pizzas not included) 

Fish & Chips Bundle - 4 x pieces of fish 

Chips and salad $40 

 

Coffee, Tea, milkshakes, soft drink, etc 

Cakes, slices biscuits 

Coffee & Slice deal $10 

 

Free home delivery service  

from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld town 

boundary only 

(minimum spend $20) 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday to Sunday – Open from 10.30am 

Lunch – 11.00am to 2.00pm 

Dinner 5.00pm to 8.00pm 

(Closing times for dinner may vary) 

 

109 Parker Street Dunkeld 

Phone (03) 5577 2288 

sturgeonviewcafedunkeld@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 

 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld 

Freshly baked artisan bread, baguettes,  

croissants, muffins, quiches, gourmet pies, 

sausage rolls,  

cakes and a delicious menu. 

Thursday  8:30am – 2:00pm                  
Friday  8:30am – 2:00pm 

Saturday  8:30am – 2:00pm 

Sunday    8:30am – 2:00pm 

Monday    Closed 

Tuesday    Closed 

Wednesday   Closed 

 

         
         

www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 
 

Orders: 0419 108 919 
 

Accommodation: 0447 857 337 
 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld, Vic, 3294 

Bakery: 03 5556 3606   
 

Email: info@dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 
 

 

http://www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au/
about:blank

