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                 DUNKELD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
                         We are a Child Safe School and we will protect all children at all times. 

                                              93 Victoria Valley Road, DUNKELD   VIC   3294 

                                                               Phone: (03) 5577 2384   Fax: (03) 5577 2540 

                                                               Email: dunkeld.cs@education.vic.gov.au 

                                                         Website: www.dunkeld.vic.edu.au 

 
 

 

 FROM Ms Dee-Anne Raymond, Acting Principal… 
 

The term has started off a very busy one and I thank staff, students and families for working with me this term as I step back into the Acting 
Principal role. Everything has been running quite smoothly so far.  
 
Staffing news 
We welcome back Sarah Gordon this term, who is sharing the role of Year 5/6 teacher with myself. Sarah has slotted back in beautifully 
and everything is running smoothly. 
Jackie Mibus has been employed full time this term. Jackie has a big workload of Art, PE, Prep/Year 1 one day and Year 3/4 one day. Jackie 
does a wonderful job of wearing all four hats and is extremely dedicated to her role.  
 
Curriculum, Professional Development and Timetabling 

• With the upcoming changes in Literacy structure across the state, Mrs Gilbert and Mrs Phillips have been busy attending Wimmera 
South West Literacy Learning Community Days in preparation. They will also complete Sounds Write training in October which will be 
a state-wide focus. 

• Mrs McShane and I have attended Wimmera South West Numeracy Learning Community Days which has been valuable in encouraging 
all schools to have the same line of sight. 

• Mrs Phillips and Mrs McShane attended the Resilience Project Teacher Seminar in Melbourne last week which provided some terrific 
tools for looking after our own wellbeing. 

• I attended the Wimmera South West forum on the Disability Inclusion reform last week. Our region will be rolled out in 2025 and this 
day provided great insight into how the structure will work. 

• I attended the Principal Conference in Melbourne on Monday 29th and Tuesday 30th July. We heard from Minister for Education Ben 
Carroll who spoke about the changes in sight and support for teachers coming up. There was a common understanding of the huge 
workloads on schools and how they are planning to support staff. Deputy Secretary - David Howes also spoke, as well as keynote 
speakers Kirstin Ferguson and Jenny Donovon. Principals were then able to attend different workshops for the remainder of the Monday. 
I attended ‘Positive Leadership - Creating the conditions for Flourishing’ by Mel Neil, which was wonderful and ‘Small Schools making 
a big difference’ by a group of small school Principals from the Ballarat area. A great day overall. Day 2 was for school visits; in which 
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AUGUST 2024 

• Friday   9 Olympics Casual Clothes Day - dress in GREEN and GOLD to celebrate our Aussies at the Olympics. 
SAKG Kitchen and Garden classes - Year 2 students will be in the Kitchen. Meatballs in Sauce available as 
a lunchtime treat ($2.00 donation). 

                                    Special Assembly commencing at 2:30pm in the school hall. 

• Tuesday 13 Policy Sub-Committee Meeting commencing at 5.00pm. 

• Thursday 15 MARC Library. 

• Friday          16  SAKG Kitchen and Garden classes - Year 3/4 students will be in the Kitchen.  

• Book Week 2024 – “Reading is Magic” theme – from Monday 19 to Friday 23 August.         

• Monday        19 Book Week - Emma Stuart Watercolour Character Illustration workshops with all classes. 

• Tuesday       20          Book Week - Open Morning, Book Week Parade and Morning Tea from 9.00am to 11.00am. Dunkeld  
Kindergarten students will participate in the parade, as part of the Kinder to Prep Transition Program. An 
information session will be held for new Kinder parents while three and four-year-old Kinder students have 
been invited to join our Prep to Year 2 students for the morning. 
Parents, grandparents and community members are encouraged to attend the Open Morning. 

• Thursday 22 MARC Library. 

• Friday           23          Book Week – visit by children’s authors, Leigh Hobbs and Kaye Baillie (Dunkeld Writers Festival). 
School Assembly commencing at 2.50pm in the hall. 

• Tuesday 27 School Council Meeting commencing at 7.30pm. 

• Thursday 29 9v9 Australian Football and School Sport Victoria Gala Day in Warrnambool. 
MARC Library. 

• Friday 30 Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey closes today. 
 
                                                                                             SEPTEMBER 2024 

• Tuesday   3 Junior Hoop Time (Year 3/4) basketball competition at HILAC. 

• Thursday   5 MARC Library. 

• Friday   6 Senior Hoop Time (Year 5/6) basketball competition at HILAC. 

• Friday 13 Special Assembly commencing at 2.30pm in the hall. 

• Thursday 19 Year 2 Grampians Retreat Camp. 
MARC Library. 

• Friday  20 Year 2 Grampians Retreat Camp. 
LAST DAY OF TERM 3 – EARLY DISMISSAL AT 2.30pm – school buses will run one hour earlier in 
the afternoon. 
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case I visited Avondale Primary School who are doing wonderful things in Disability Inclusion and will be a terrific contact for us as we 
move into the new reform next year. 

 
Overall, a huge amount of learning taking place for our teaching and education support staff, which is time consuming, yet vital in moving 
forward and keeping up with education initiatives. I absolutely commend our dedicated staff on the extra mile everyone goes to make sure 
our students receive the best education we can provide.  
 
Data 
NAPLAN data has just come in and we will be reviewing this data as staff and setting future goals. Well done to our Year 3 and 5 students 
for giving their best efforts to these tests. We’re proud of you! 
 
Occupational Health and Safety Assurance Program 
Terrie Nicholson and I met with OHS Service Officer, Brad Redmond for the full day on Tuesday to go over the requirements for Occupational 
Health and Safety Assurance in Schools. We will be having our assessors visiting our school in October and need to make sure we in 
compliance with all OH&S structures. This will be a very time consuming task, but very important, nonetheless.  
 
Year 5/6 Melbourne Camp 
The Year 5/6 Camp was held the first three days of the term with an early start of 7:30am! A big thank you to Mrs Gilbert and Mrs Mibus for 
taking the lead when I had to step out for a family funeral. Also to Mick Alderman and Luke Balkin for attending as parent helpers also. A 
dynamic team of four capably led the group of 20 through many activities around Melbourne and the students appeared to have a lovely 
time. It was lovely to catch up with everyone on the last day too.  
 
Following this camp I have set up surveys for attending staff and parent helpers, students and parents to gather feedback on the camp so 
we can address and strive to always improve our learning opportunities. I have also done the same for the Year 3/4 Sovereign Hill camp. 
These surveys have been sent to parents and everyone to please give your honest feedback to help us with future planning. 
 
School Sport 
Hockey 7s - Unfortunately we had to withdraw from the competition due to illness and lack of senior players. In discussion with Lea McArthur, 
we are hoping to hold a hockey day at school at some point to expose more students to hockey so we have more potential of entering teams 
in future. 
 
Hoop Time - We have been able to enter three teams in the highly sought after event this year. The Year 3/4 competition will take place on 
Tuesday 3 September and Year 5/6 competition on Friday 6 September.  
 
Pilot of 9v9 Australian Football x School Sport Victoria Division Gala Day - We have entered a Year 5/6 boys’ team into this event to be held 
on Thursday 29 August. 
 
SAKG Kitchen Garden Update 
Cooking sessions have been running well under the guidance of parent volunteer, Robin Wickens. Every second week, the students are now 
making dishes to sell to the rest of the school through a gold coin donation. The Prep/1 students made sausage rolls and Year 2 students 
will be making meatballs and sauce. Very exciting! 
 
Our garden is flourishing also with some amazing produce which we are using in the kitchen and also selling from our garden cart at our 
Special Assembly on Friday. Please bring along a bag and donation if you wish to purchase anything. We are also working on a roster for 
Kitchen and Garden for the remainder of the year, so please let classroom teachers if you are interested.  
 
Open Morning 
We will be holding an Open Morning and morning tea on Tuesday 20 August, inclusive of a Book Week dress up parade, open 
classrooms, and an information session for new Kinder parents. Three and four-year-old Kinder students have been invited to join the Prep 
to Year 2 students for the morning, as well as parents, grandparents and community members who wish to see our school ‘in action’. 
 
Book Week - ‘Reading is Magic’ - 17 to 23 August  
We are lucky to have a number of activities taking place throughout Book Week 

• Monday 19 August - Emma Stuart will be reading her books … and running watercolour illustration workshops with each class. 

• Tuesday 20 August - Book Week dress up parade (primary and Kinder students) followed by a school Open Morning. 

• Friday 23 August - As part of the Dunkeld Writers Festival, visiting authors, Kaye Baillie and Leigh Hobbs will be visiting the school.  

 
Kaye Baillie will be working with Prep to Year 2 students and will read her latest picture book, The Welcome Cookies. Kaye will run short 
sessions with a focus on various writing tools and how the pictures enhance the story, vivid language - students will be shown examples 
from books that show the power of words and how they make us feel; and students will create a storyboard of their own with text and 
illustrations.  
 
Leigh Hobbs will be working with Year 3 to 6 students. The session will start with the students drawing some of Leigh's characters, 
including Old Tom and Horrible Harriet. There will be a discussion about the characters, followed by students drawing their own characters 
and writing the story. 
 
Bellcourt Books is putting together an order form for these authors' books which we hope to have available prior to day if families wish to 
purchase any. 
 
Thank you to The Dunkeld Writers Festival for offering this wonderful program to Dunkeld Consolidated School. How lucky we are to have 
such wonderful authors visit our school. 
 
Thank you,  

Dee-Anne Raymond 
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                                                                  SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS  
 

Class Captains for Term 3, 2024 
 

Congratulations to the following students who have been appointed Term 3 Class Captains:  
Prep/Year 1: Henry Armytage 
Year 2: Annie Clark 
Year 3/4: Edwin White 
Year 5/6: Jet Roads 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASSEMBLY - Friday 26 July 2024 
 
A School Assembly was held on Friday 26 July. Staff presented the following Honour Certificates: 
Prep/Year 1:   Isabella Petropoulos and Nixon Elliott.   
Year 2:            Hannah Roach and Annabelle Beveridge    
Year 3/4:         Sybil Patterson and Jackson O’keeffe. 
Year 5/6:         Elodie Cochran and Jet Roads. 
 
The Wild About Reading Awards were presented to the following Prep and Year 1 students on Friday 26 July: 

150 Nights of reading: Edie McLeod, Ellie Burns, Annabel Wilson, Henry Armytage, Egeria Jones, Layla Macgugan. 

125 Nights of reading: Hazel Greenwood, Edie McLeod, Connie Scholfield, Phoebe Patterson, Lola Bubb.  

100 Nights of reading: Nixon Elliott, Hazel Greenwood, Maya Byrne. 

  75 Nights of reading: Penelope Wickens, Charlotte Blackwell. 
  50 Nights of reading: Sam Blackwell. 

 
A Hundred Days Smarter 
 

The Prep/Year 1 class celebrated their 100th day at school for 
2024 on Wednesday 24 July. From Day One of school this 
year they have been counting the days every morning until the 
magical 100th day finally arrived.  
The theme for this year’s celebration was ‘100 days brighter’ 
so they all dressed in very colourful casual clothes for the day 
and enjoyed several special activities. Students made a 
necklace by counting and threading Fruit Loops in groups of 
10. They created a special headband celebrating the day. 
They cut up and pasted back together a ‘100 Days’ worksheet 
that counted by 10s to 100. They built a tower with 100 straws. 

They worked in their very special ‘100 Days’ 
booklets. They iced a biscuit with bright 
yellow icing and the number 100 on top 
made from lollies and marshmallows.  
Mrs Gilbert gave each Prep/Year 1 student a very brightly coloured finger puppet and some special 
bubble mixture with the message ‘100 Days, you blow me away!’  
What a brilliant day for our very ‘bright’ Prep/Year 1 learners!  
 

 

Year 5/6 Melbourne Camp                                                                             
 

The Year 5/6 students got to experience a three-day 
Melbourne Camp, we all left early on the first day, from school, 
at 7.30am. We travelled two hours until Ballarat where we had 
our snack and a stretch. When we arrived in Melbourne, we 
visited the Shrine of Remembrance where we learnt about all 
the different wars. Then we made our way to the Melbourne 
Sports Museum where we had a tour and participated in 
“Game On”. During the MCG tour, all the boys grabbed some 
grass saying, “Nick Daicos probably stood on this.” We went into the clubrooms where we 
got to pretend to be a coach doing a press conference. We also went where the players sit 
at half time and the boys were quoting, “Nick Daicos probably sat here!” 
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We went to CYC City after we had been to 
the MCG. That night we went to the 
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre 
(MSAC) where there were two obstacle 
courses and a wave pool. Afterwards some 
of us had eyes as red as a Wannon t-shirt, 
from the chlorine. When we got back to our 
accommodation, we had a hot chocolate 

and then it was time for bed. 
 

When we woke up on Tuesday morning, we headed straight to the 
Queen Victoria Market after breakfast, where a ‘chicken hat’ trend 
started (several of the students purchased a chicken hat from the hat 
stall).  We walked and walked and walked until our legs were just 
about falling off, to the Old Melbourne Gaol. We saw where Ned Kelly 
was hanged and the most haunted jail cell. We walked to the IMAX 
Theatre through the beautiful Carlton Gardens. We watched an Arctic 
3D movie called “Our Frozen Planet”. We also went to the Melbourne 
Museum; our legs were tired after walking so far and it felt good to 

stop and sit down. 
 
In the early evening, we had lasagne for dinner at CYC City and then travelled to an entertainment arcade, Archie 
Brothers Cirque Electriq, at Docklands. We split into teams for laser tag and Mick Alderman, Luke Balkin and Mrs 
Mibus were together in one team, ganging up on all of us. We went back to CYC City and had a hot chocolate before 
going to bed. 
 

We woke at 7.00am on Wednesday morning to get dressed, pack our bags, have breakfast and get ready for the bus. When we got to the 
bus, we put all our bags in the underneath storage section 
and headed off to Werribee Open Range Zoo. We split into 
different groups and looked at all the animals. When my 
group (Jim’s group) got to the lions, one of the lions jumped 
onto the bonnet of a car that was halfway in the lions’ 
enclosure and out where the people could watch the lions. 
My group was in the car when the lion jumped up. After our 
separate groups had finished, we all got onto a safari bus 
and looked at all sorts of animals. The zoo was excellent! 
 
Then we started to make our way home after lunch. As the bus pulled into school, our parents were waiting. We were taken home for a big 
rest! 
 

By Henrietta Patterson and Jim Herrmann 
 

INQUIRY - Guest speaker, Mrs Jen McArthur                                               
 

Years 2 to 6: As part of our Inquiry Unit that are  
focusing on the Olympics, we were extremely 
fortunate to have Mrs Jen McArthur come to our 
school to share her experiences.  
Jen was part of the Queen’s Baton Relay for the 
2006 Melbourne Commonwealth Games. Jen kindly 
shared the stories of how she was nominated and her 
role in the relay team. She also dressed in the special 

uniform she had to wear.  
Jen, then shared her experience of being a part of the Opening Ceremony during the Sydney 2000 Olympics. 
She entered a competition in Hamilton and was the lucky winner of two tickets. Jen shared the little yellow 
suitcases that were located on every single chair in the Olympic stadium and explained to the students the 
atmosphere. 
 
The students thoroughly enjoyed hearing all about Jen’s experiences. 
 

PRINCIPALS’ DAY Friday 2 August 2024 
  
Happy Principals' Day to 
our Acting Principal, Ms 
Raymond! 
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Year 2 Potato Olympics - Tuesday 6 August 2024 
 

Don’t worry about the Paris Olympics because we had 

our very own Olympics right here in DUNKELD! The 

Year 2 Potato Olympics were full of high excitement and 

energy! Events included the Tator twirl, spud skate and 

spud put, just to name a few! All Potato Olympians 

competed to the very best of their mashing ability and did 

their countries proud!!  

 
 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden (SAKG) Program 
 
Friday 19 July - Prep and Year 1, Mini Chefs students had a busy time making (and eating) Pancakes in the Kitchen on 
Friday with Chef Robin Wickens, Mrs Mibus and SAKG Friends. The aroma of baking pancakes drifted from the kitchen 
into the corridor … maple syrup and warm pancakes on a cold winter's day … simply the best! 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 I can’t wait.                                   The ‘look’ says it all.                            Look I can flip pancakes.                        We share doing the dishes.               

 
Friday 26 July - Prep and Year 1 students had an exciting time making Sausages Rolls with Chef Robin Wickens, Mrs Mibus and SAKG 
Friends. Sausage Roll treats for the whole school to enjoy. Don’t they look delicious?  

 
Friday 2 August - Year 2 students had a lot of fun making three different types of delicious fruit crumble - apple, pear and rhubarb; along 
with custard and vanilla ice-cream!! 
 

 

SAKG Produce Cart 
 
 
Amazing Winter 
sunshine has 
produced lush 
fresh produce, 
from the SAKG 
vegie garden.  
Produce will be 
available to 
purchase at each  
of our school assemblies - payment by donation.  

Please bring your own bag to place your purchases in. 
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Book Week Open Morning – Tuesday 20 August 2024                                                                            
 

Join us for a morning filled with exciting activities on Tuesday 20 August, open to Kinder 
students, parents, grandparents, and the wider community. This event is an excellent 
opportunity to see the wonderful things happening at our school. 
 
Event Schedule:  
 
9:00am Book Character Parade: For 3 and 4-year-old Kinder and primary students. Come dressed as your favourite book character! 
9:30am Information Session and School Tour: Led by Acting Principal, Ms Dee Raymond. This session is highly recommended for  

parents of 3 and 4-year-old Kinder students, as well as current parents interested in updates on the curriculum and school 
operations. 

9:30am - 10:45am - Book Week Activities 

• Kinder students are invited to join Prep to Year 2 students for a special Book Week activity whilst parents attend the information 
session and school tour.  

• Parents, Grandparents and friends are invited to join our classrooms to share in Book Week activities with the special young people in 
your lives. 

 
10:45am - 11:15am   Morning Tea: Visitors please stay for a special morning tea and catch up with our wonderful families.  
 
Come and experience our school's vibrant community and the joy of reading during this special event! 
 

Parent / Caregiver / Guardian Opinion Survey – closes on Friday 30 August 2024                                                                           
 

Our school is conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. The Parent /Caregiver/Guardian Opinion 
Survey is an annual survey offered by the Department of Education that is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ 
perceptions of school climate, student behaviour, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we encourage all families to 

participate. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and improvement strategies. The 
Parent/Caregiver /Guardian Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 29 July to Friday 30 August 2024. The survey will be conducted 
online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the survey period on desktop computers, 
laptops, tablets or smartphones. 
 
Please contact the school Admin office if you would like more information. 
 

THE DUNKELD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL WANTS YOUR USED BATTERIES! 
 

The Dunkeld Consolidated School Council has been conducting an ongoing Battery Collection Fundraiser. Kelly’s AGnVET Dunkeld have 
kindly offered to be a central collection point for used batteries for the Dunkeld Consolidated School (Jason Linskens was instrumental in 
organising this). Any unwanted car, truck, tractor, boat batteries etc may be dropped off at Kelly’s AGnVET Hardware Store, 101 Parker 
Street, Dunkeld. 
 
(All small batteries including A, C, D, AA, AAA, 9 volt, button batteries may be dropped off to the relevant supermarkets in 
Hamilton for recycling).  
 
Components of used batteries e.g., metals, acids and plastics are reclaimed, recycled and put back into the manufacturing process to build 
more batteries and household products, 98% of the battery is recycled.  
 
The Dunkeld Consolidated School Council would also like to thank Mr Nathan Hinkley and Mr Terry Schultz, Grampians Tyre Service, 
Hamilton for their generous support of our Used Batteries Fundraising project. 
 


