
1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Dee Barrera (Program Manager) 
Standing Tall in Hamilton Inc.  
0432 984 400 
Dee@standingtallhamilton.com.au  
 

 
 

The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in our local district and surrounds, 
including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District 
Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion without notification 

Dunkeld & District  

Newsletter 
Distributed fortnightly on Wednesday (except during School Holidays) 
Printed at the Dunkeld Consolidated School – E&OE 

Issue No: 4/2024    Date: Wednesday 27 March 2024 
 
 
 

 

Sponsored by Lions Club 
 

    Sponsored by Lions 
Club 

 

DONATIONS 
Anonymous    $100 
Jackson Family, Lake Repose  $  50 
Derek and Sue Morse  $  50 
Neil and Cindy McIntyre  $  50 
Anonymous    $  50 
Dunkeld CWL   $  25 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to offset all expenses 
relating to producing it. Please send in your donation to the Dunkeld 
Consolidated School office where it will be receipted and an acknowledgement 
made via the Newsletter. A receipt will be provided. Please make cheques 
payable to the “Dunkeld Consolidated School.”  
Direct deposit to BSB: 633 000 Account: 1430 91510 – please include your 
name as a reference so we may acknowledge your donation. 
 
 
 
 

Leading Senior Constable  
Roger McClure  
Officer in Charge, Dunkeld Police Station 
67 Parker Street 
DUNKELD   VIC   3294 
Ph: 03 5577 2260 / 0409 078 825 
DUNKELD.UNI@police.vic.gov.au 
 

Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000 
 
 

 
DUNKELD POLICE 
 

Between 10.00am and 6.00pm on Tuesday 
the 26th of February 2024 offender/s have 
smashed the rear passenger window of a 
white Toyota Hi-lux that was parked at the 
Mount Abrupt carpark.  Entry was gained and 
items stolen from under a blanket on the rear 
seat included a laptop, cameras and an Apple 
mobile phone.  Total value $7,600. 
Could you please spread the word to tourists, 
locals and visitors.  If you see anything sus like 
people who don’t look like walkers etc while 
you are walking tracks please contact police 
and if safe to do so, take a photo.  
 
An update re the bag of “Ice” shortly. 
 
Roger McClure 
Dunkeld Police 

 

mailto:Dee@standingtallhamilton.com.au
about:blank
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WHAT’S ON MARCH / APRIL   –    PLEASE CHECK THROUGH THE NEWSLETTER AND USE BELOW TO FILL 
                                                                                IN THE DATES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO YOU  

MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT SUN 
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Issue 4 distributed 
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Issue 5 deadline 
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Issue 5 distributed 
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26 
Issue 6 deadline 
 
 
 

27 28 

 CHURCH TIMES     
Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Parish Priest - Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161  Website: www.westernborder.church 
Email: patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au 
 

Thursday March 28  7.00pm Holy Thursday Mass 
   Friday  March 29  3.00pm Good Friday Service 
5th Week  Sunday  March 31  8.30am Easter Sunday Mass 
  
1st Week  Sunday  April 7  8.30am  Mass  
2nd Week  Sunday  April 14    No Mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week  Sunday  April 21  8.30am  Mass 
4th Week  Sunday  April 28  9.00am  Assembly of Word and Communion  

 
1st Week  Sunday  May 5  8.30am  Mass  
2nd Week  Sunday  May 12    No Mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week  Sunday  May 19  8.30am  Mass  
4th Week  Sunday  May 26  9.00am  Assembly of Word and Communion 

 

Dunkeld Uniting / Anglican Congregation   
MARCH 29 and 31  EASTER SERVICES  Check the Hamilton Spectator for times at the HAMILTON Churches. 

EVERYONE WELCOME – We would love to see you – Enquiries to Heather Macgugan 0400 952 716. 

 

UNITING/ANGLICAN CHURCH SERVICE TIMES 

April 7  ANGLICAN at Saint Mary’s     5.00pm Father David 

April 14 UNITING at Sterling Place Community Centre 5.00pm Paul Quigley 

April 21 ANGLICAN at Saint Mary’s     5.00pm  Father David 

April 28 UNITING at Sterling Place Community Centre 5.00pm  Jim Hewett 

 
Warrayure Trinity Lutheran Church Services 
Friday 29 March 9.00am  Good Friday    
Sunday 31 March 10.30am  Easter Sunday   
Sunday 7 April   10.30am  
Sunday 14 April  9.00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au
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RED CROSS NEWS: 
 
Iris Field, contact person: 5574 0202   
0427 586 060 

Our very best wishes, love and congratulations go to 
long serving former member Olwyn Hogan, as she 
celebrates her 100th Birthday, with her family at 
Maryborough.  No doubt, a card from King Charles will 
be amongst the many others she will be receiving! 

Dunkeld was not represented at the Zone Meeting this 
month, but Emergency Services Dennis Hilder sent 
notice that 100 volunteers and staff have worked 1,000 
hours in the field, since 13 February.  They are looking 
to further support those in Pomonal where 46 houses 
(one newly renovated) were destroyed in the fires.  It 
brings to mind a similar tragedy when Dunkeld lost 45 
homes in the 1944 Fires.  (See Spectator article 20 
January 2024, by Ivo McLaughlin). 

Dunkeld Friends of Red Cross are in touch with our 
Grampians neighbours in the Pomonal Recovery 
Committee and have learned that there has been an 
amazing response so far and that ongoing help will be 
deeply appreciated.  At the moment there is a need for 
medium to large size in work gear (overalls, gloves, 
jumpers, windcheaters etc) as well as brooms, mops 
etc.  Vouchers from Bunnings are  worthwhile items. 
Their Men's Shed has the tool department well in 
hand.  We will have a drop off box for any donations at 
Melissa's and Adrian's Grampians Providore Shop and 
the Bendigo Bank, both  in Parker Street, for the rest of 
March and April.  One just has to imagine where to 
start, as many residents have lost everything. 

Lastly, we are grateful to the Old Bus Depot group 
and  Grampians  Providore  for supporting the Red 
Cross Calling months of March/April, with our cash 
collection tins.  Thank you also to the generous donors 
of used stamps. 

Iris Field 

From the Lions Den 
 

L Liberty 
I Intelligence 
O Our 
N Nations 
S Safety 
 
If we worry too much about ourselves, we won’t 
have time for others. Mother Teresa 
 
A nice Lions story: 
For the first half of this Lions year, our Lions Club 
International Foundation has donated US$787,186 for 
bushfire relief and water tank replacement. (Lions 
approached people who had been burnt out to find out 
what they needed most. The answer, fresh water, so 
they could stay there and clean up. So, the Foundation 
replaces the damaged tanks or cleans and refills the 
contaminated ones). 

 
One of those things you really had to know: 
The pen knife – the term originally applied to a small 
clasp knife used to make a quill pen from a feather by 
shaping and forming a nib. The nib lasted a short while 
before another was required to be made with the pen 
knife. 
 
Following the recent tragedy in the Mount Clear 
Mine: John Borland Brown: 1874 – 1923 Sacrifice 
at Bellbird coalmine: John Borland Brown was a 
miner. An ex-Scots Guard, he rose from the ranks to 
become manager of one of the largest collieries in the 
world, the Aberdare Mine in New South Wales. 
 
On 1 September 1923, a gas explosion ripped through 
the colliery, trapping around twenty miners hundreds of 
metres underground. As the thick, acrid smoke 
belched from the mine entrance, rescue teams were 
quickly formed. John Brown led these teams down the 
mine, discovering the bodies of workers as they went. 
They worked frantically, realising that other gas 
explosions were imminent. Brown and his mate 
George Marshall were working as far down the mine 
as possible when the second blast came. The 
poisonous gas him them instantly and Brown was 
overcome. Marshall tried desperately to drag his friend 
up the shaft, but the latter insisted, ‘I am done for. I 
can go no further. Look after yourself.’ Marshall, who 
left Brown and scrambled away to get more help, was 
found unconscious near the shaft entrance. 
 
The mine management soon realised that the only way 
to extinguish the fire and prevent more poisonous gas 
explosions was to lock off the four entrances and 
suffocate the blast area. Once the difficult decision 
was made, teams of men worked around the clock 
shovelling sand into the gaping pits. Twenty-one men 
had perished. 
 
Twelve months late the mine was re-opened. They 
found the body of John Brown, stretched lengthways 
across the tunnel, his head looking towards the pit 
mouth. His funeral was attended by over a thousand 
miners. His Edward Medal, posthumously awarded, 
was presented to his widow and five children. 
 
Peter Hinchey 

 

DUNKELD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
 

Dear community members  
 
Dunkeld Consolidated School is holding a Bulb 
Fundraising event this year, to raise funds for our 
SAKG garden.  Please share with family and 
friends. 
 
All orders are to be submitted online BY 
THURSDAY 11 APRIL 2024.   
 

Please go online to place your order at: 
 www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/DUNKELDCS 
 

Thank you for your support! 
  

http://www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/DUNKELDCS
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DUNKELD BOWLING CLUB 
 

The Club held their Annual Stuart Darroch Memorial 
Triples Event last Saturday 16 March. This is the 
39th year of this special club event, with full rinks 
and enjoyed by all. Winners Geoff Hinchliffe (Skip), 
Adam Berwick and David Clements. Runners Up 
Darren Gordon (Skip), Glen Darroch and Adam 
Keilar. 
A big thank you, once again, to Joy and family for 
their sponsorship of the day, and for providing 
dinner at the conclusion of the event.  
 
On Tuesday 19 March the Ian and Edna McFarlane 
Day was held with 3 games of 10 ends in the 
morning and 2 of 8 in the afternoon. There were no 
3 game winners, but three with 2 wins and a draw. 
Winners on a count back were Brian Mathews, 
Glenda Porter (Hamilton), and Tony Jackson. 
Runners Up Ann Rentsch’s team from Penshurst. 
Another good day of bowls. 
Thank you to Katie and Craig McFarlane for again 
sponsoring this day. It means a lot to those of us 
who bowled with Ian and Edna. Thank you to the 
Hamilton Ladies for their support with afternoon tea. 
 
The B Grade Club Singles was played last Saturday 
23 March, with a very high standard final between 
George Fitzpatrick and Matt Cole. Congratulations 
to both players on a very good game, with Matt the 
eventual winner 25 – 14. The scores did not reflect 
the high quality of the game. 
 
The Club Pairs will be played on Sunday 7 April.  
 

THANK YOU 
We wish to acknowledge and thank the local CFA 
Units, Police and neighbours for their quick response 
to a fire on the Cavendish Road, Dunkeld, on Sunday 
10 March. 
 

This prompt attendance prevented a very real threat to 
our property and livestock. 
 

Thank you to all those involved. 
 

Derek and Sue Morse 
 
 

CAVENDISH RED GUM FESTIVAL 
 

FRIDAY 12 APRIL and SATURDAY 13 APRIL. 
 

DETAILS IN COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER ISSUE 2  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Murder Mystery 
Baroness von Munchen has been murdered!!!  

Can you discover who did it!!!?? 
 

Come to our Murder Mystery Evening at Chateau Kolor 

on Saturday 13 April. 

We have 2 Melbourne actors coming along to facilitate 

the evening. 

Email your interest to sallyreynolds.johnson@gmail.com 

Bookings still available - will close 27 March. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
MOBILE LIBRARY 

Will be visiting DUNKELD every Thursday fortnight 
12.30pm – 1.30pm 

Glenelg Highway alongside pool 
 

          Dunkeld:   Thursday 28 March 
 Thursday 11 April 
 

Thursday 25 April is a public holiday and the  
Library Service will be closed for that day.  

Mirranatwa: 4 and 18 April  
3.00pm – 4.00pm 
Phone:  5573 0470 

www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library 
 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:   
GREATER HAMILTON LIBRARY 

 

Ann Hinsch 
Hamilton Library 

Mobile Library Services Officer 
Southern Grampians Shire Council 

 

NEWS 
 
Easter Bunnies and Carrots! 
Our Skills Session Series for March was 

themed around Easter and held on Sunday 24 March. 
 
Tables were adorned with colourful wool roving, felting 
needles, and assorted embellishments as attendees learnt 
the intricate art of shaping delicate wool fibres into whimsical 
Easter-themed figures like bunnies, carrots, and vibrant 
Easter eggs as well as creativity mending clothing with 
needle felting.  
 
With guests from Dunkeld and Penshurst, we got to meet 
new people, eat brioche sticky buns, and learn a new skill! 
 
Our Skills Series Sessions are on the last Sunday of every 
month.  Entry is by donation, however small or big, so 
everyone can be included.  All ages welcome. Would love to 
see more locals at the next one! 

 

COMING UP AT OTR Dunkeld 
We would like to thank the people of Dunkeld, and 
surrounds, for their support in 2024. 
 

Offbeat Film Club – Music Concerts and Films 
Starting Sunday 7 April 2024 
Check poster for further dates from April to June 
Doors 6.00pm, Film 6.30pm 

http://www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library
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We are so excited to announce that the Offbeat Film Club 
will be putting on a season of Cinema at Off the Rails 
Dunkeld! 
From April to June, the Offbeat Film Club will be featuring 
Music Documentaries, Films and Concerts as we head into 
the cosy months! Couldn’t think of a better venue for such an 
awesome idea for our community. 
 
Best of all, it’s a great chance to get out locally, enjoy some 
great films, spend time with friends, stay warm and best of 
all, it’s FREE!! 
 
BYO drinks, snacks, and bean bag if desired. Check out the 
poster for dates, times, films! 
 

Britt Gow – Gelatin Plate Monoprinting and 
Beginners Linocut Workshops 

 
Saturday 13 April 
2024 
Gelatin Plate 
Monoprinting 
10.00am – 11.30am 
 
Beginners Linocut 
Workshop 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
 
Attend 1 or both 
sessions.  Minimum 
5, maximum 12 
participants.  Call Britt 

on 0458 016 300 to book.  Bookings essential. 
 

Skills Session Series – Crochet a Granny Square 
Sunday 28 April 2024 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
As we are about to embark on a fabulous COMMUNITY 
PROJECT over the winter months (read more towards the 
enc of our section) and we are inviting novice crocheters to 

gather in the cosy sunlit room that is Off the Rails Dunkeld 
and be guided by our crochet guru to learn, or be reminded, 
how to make Crochet Granny Squares!   
 
Materials supplied. Everyone welcome, all ages, entry by 
donation, whatever you can afford. Booking not required. 
 

 
 
 

Britt Gow – Gelatin Plate Monoprinting and Linocut 
on Fabric Workshops 

Sunday 5 May 2024 
Gelatin Plate 
Monoprinting 
10.00am – 11.30am 
 
Linocut on Fabric 
1.00pm – 3.30pm 
 
Attend 1 or both 
sessions.  Minimum 
5, maximum 12 
participants.  Call Britt 
on 0458 016 300 to 
book.  Bookings 
essential. 

 

Britt Gow – Beginners Linocut and Linocut on 
Fabric Workshops 

Saturday 25 May 
2024 
 
Beginners Linocut 
10.00am – 12.30pm 
 
Linocut on Fabric 
1.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Attend 1 or both 
sessions.  Minimum 5, 
maximum 12 
participants.  Call Britt 
on 0458 016 300 to 

book.  Bookings essential. 
 
 

Skills Session Series – Visible Mending with Marty 
- Mend your Winter Woollies and Denim 
Sunday 26 May 2024 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
Get ready for creative mending - bring along your woollies 
and denim and give your clothes a second chance in time for 
winter. Sustainable, fun, great conversations and learn some 
new skills along the way.  
 
Entry is by donation on the day, however small or big, any 
age. 
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Garden Design Drawing Workshop with Kirsty Williams 
Sunday 2 June 2024 – 10.00am to 2.00pm 
If you love the idea of producing a hand-drawn (yes, you 
can) garden design for your place but maybe skipped 
drafting at school then this might be the workshop for you!  
Together we'll work our way through the basics of birds-eye 
base mapping, scale, representing design elements 
pictorially and rendering while you work towards producing 
your own design. 
 
All materials and equipment included, tea and coffee 
provided, BYO lunch. 
 

Kirsty Williams is a mother, grower, 
facilitator, permaculture designer and 
maker living on Girai Wurrung country in 
South Western Victoria. With a 
background in Horticulture, she 
completed her Permaculture Design 
Courses in early 2020. To quote Kirsty 
after completing her PDC  “I instantly felt 

as though all the little scraps of my life 
had been stitched together and handed 
to me in the most beautiful of quilts. So 
special!” She lives and work on a 4 acre 
off-grid property with her business 
Growing Home Permaculture and is 
looking forward to sharing her 
permaculture adventures with everyone 

as we learn and grow together. 
MORE DETAILS TO COME! 
 
VanGOgh Travelling Art - Every Monday 

VanGOgh is a weekly mobile 
children’s art program, bringing 
country children the opportunity 
to get creative in their own town 
and building an Art Club 
community. Mobile Art Club is 
at Off The Rails Mondays 
4.30pm – 6.00pm. To secure a 
spot for your mini Master or for 
more information, contact 
Shelley via Facebook “Vangogh 
travelling art club”, email 
vangoghartclub@gmail.com or 
phone 0488 712 937. 

Monday » Dunkeld 
Tuesday Hamilton middles - Year 3 - 5 
Wednesday » Penshurst 
Thursday Hamilton seniors – V – 6 
 

UPCOMING PROJECTS 
OTR Dunkeld Community Sculpture Project 
Monday 22 April 2024 
5.00pm – 5.30pm 
 

Thanks to the support of Dunkeld’s Lost in Sculpture 
Festival, we now have the opportunity to build a sculpture at 
OTR Dunkeld in an effort to connect the Gariwerd and the 
Grampians Peaks Trail to Dunkeld and OTR. 
 

We are hosting a brainstorming session at OTR Dunkeld and 
invite local youth, kids, parents, and community members to 
come along for half an hour or so and share their ideas on 
what kind of sculpture tells our community story. 
 
We also welcome any submission of ideas to 
otrdunkeld@gmail.com 
 

 
 

OTR Dunkeld Granny Squares Shade Sail Project 
After some fantastic events this summer, Off the Rails 
Dunkeld is already busy planning some music and outdoor 
events for Summer 24/25. 
 
We have been investigating the purchase of a shade sail to 
create some protected outdoor spaces for events.  They do 
come at a huge cost for our not-for-profit small space at the 
old Dunkeld Railway Station, so we had to take that option 
off the table. 
 
A very creative OTR Dunkeld Committee member came up 
with the idea that textiles can do more than keep us warm in 
winter!  They can unite a community and build a colossal 
shade sail made up of hundreds of crocheted granny 
squares! 
 
DUNKELD AND SURROUNDS ………. WE NEED YOUR 
HELP!!!   
 

We would love any 
donations of granny squares 
from now until the end of 
August!  Please drop your 
Granny Squares on the 
platform at Off the Rails 
Dunkeld, corner Skene and 
Sterling Streets, Dunkeld 
. 
If you are keen to knit some, 
we will have wool available 
on the platform for you to 
take from Monday 1 April. 
THANK YOU!!!! 
 

 

ABOUT US!  
Off The Rails Dunkeld is a voluntary, community-run Not-
For-Profit Organisation, dedicated to facilitating arts, 
educational, creative, and cultural opportunities for locals 
and the wider community in the beautiful heritage Dunkeld 
Railway Station. 
 
Community spaces play a crucial role in providing residents 
with a sense of belonging and identity. They offer a place for 
people to connect, socialise and engage in activities, 
fostering a sense of community spirit and shared purpose. 
This space is for everyone, so if you want to get involved let 
us know, or just come along! 

 
HIRE THE SPACE! 
Got an idea you’d like to run with to use this lovely space? 
Want to run a workshop, a class, share some skills, host a 
community event, or just hang with your club in a cool 
space?  
The rental market is still completely affordable at OTR! 
Feel free to contact us on otrdunkeld@gmail.com or Kerryn 
on 0405 385 359. 
 

SUPPORT US!  
Off the Rail Dunkeld 2024 Memberships!   
 
Membership is super important to us!  It not only helps us 
keep the lights going and water running, but small 
community spaces like Off the Rails Dunkeld play a crucial 
role in fostering a sense of belonging, connection, and 
mutual support among established and new residents and 
families in small towns.  
 
These intimate environments provide a platform for residents 
to engage in meaningful interactions, share common 
interests, and build relationships that contribute to the overall 
well-being of the community. They serve as hubs for cultural 

mailto:otrdunkeld@gmail.com
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exchange, collaborative initiatives, and grassroots efforts, 
allowing community members to actively participate in 
shaping their shared environment.  
 
On a support level, spaces like OTR Dunkeld often provide a 
safe space, provide company for those that live alone, offer 
new opportunities and learning for our kids, and offer 
engagement opportunities for older residents.  They aid in 
creating a cohesive and resilient community fabric that 
enhances the quality of life for everyone involved. 
 
What’s in it for you? 

• You get to contribute to the sustainability and 
maintenance of the historic Old Dunkeld Railway 
Station. 

• You get to support community-led initiatives. 

• It gives you the opportunity to get involved in the Off 
the Rails Committee and actively participate and 
contribute to the well-being of the community. 

• Your contribution keeps hire rates low for events, 
artists, makers, groups, and others in our 
community and around the region. 

• You offer our community the opportunity to engage 
in workshops, events, initiatives, learning new skills, 
nurturing our kids and your youth, music, and 
community connection. 

  
To renew your membership, or join Off the Rails Dunkeld, 
please consider making a $10 donation by direct deposit or 
drop into the Dunkeld Bendigo Bank branch: 
  
Off the Rails Dunkeld 
BSB  633-000 
Account  155 271 299 
  
If you have already renewed, we look forward to another 
amazing year with you! 
 
Thank you. 
Off the Rails, Dunkeld Committee 
 
 

 

 

Youth Driver Awareness Program 
The Dunkeld Lions Club in conjunction with the 
Bendigo Community Bank have partnered with the 
Australian Driving Institute to conduct a Youth Driver 
Awareness Program in Dunkeld  Sunday 14 April. 
 
The program has a theory and a practical component, 
concentrating on various elements of driving including 
car dynamics, potential hazards, traffic management 
skills, gravel roads and emergency braking. 
 
The course is aimed at learner or probationary 
drivers. 
 

Each participant will require the use of a roadworthy 
car and learner drivers will need to have a fully 
licenced driver with them in the car. 
The Bendigo Community Bank is providing significant 
and generous sponsorship for the day which means a 
very reduced fee of $30pp is the total cost. 
The Dunkeld Racing Club is kindly giving us access to 
an area where the practical exercises can be carried 
out in safety. 
Interested persons can find more information about the 
course by entering the link www.austdrive.com or call 
Simon Macgugan on 0428 593 084. 
Details will also be posted on the community Facebook 
page. 
 
Applications are to be done on line at 
www.austdrive.com/book-online-1 

Scroll down to “Austdrive 1 Dunkeld” and 
follow the prompts. 
The course is limited to 15 participants, it will be 
selected on a first in first served basis. If warranted, a 
second course may be arranged for later in the year. 
 

AUSTDRIVE YOUTH DEFENSIVE DRIVING 

We are very proud to support this wonderful 

initiative, conducted in Dunkeld on Sunday 14 

April 2024. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FINANCE and AGRI BUSINESS 

INFORMATION SESSION 
 

An attentive audience enjoyed some 

valuable advice at our first ‘Finance and 

Agri’ Business Information Session, held on 

Wednesday 20 March, at the Dunkeld 

Community Centre.  

Discussion regarding all things Primary 

Production, the Agri Industry and the 

current market and economy were 

presented, with those in attendance, 

gaining some important tips and advice to 

assist in their own ventures.  

Special thanks to speakers Paul Carrazzo 

and Andrew Smith who presented in 

person at the session and also David 

Robertson, who presented via a link up.  

All presentations are available at the 

branch, so please contact us if you would 

like a copy.  

It is hoped that we will conduct another 

such event in the coming year. 

 

 

http://www.austdrive.com/
http://www.austdrive.com/book-online-1
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250 Words from Father David 
 

Savour the memory  
In her book Phosphorescence, Julia Baird describes some of 
her memories of Central Park. Watch closely as she skilfully 
takes us by the hand and leads us into this majestic almost 
magical still place of green in one of the busiest and noisiest 
cities in the world. 
 
‘Other times, I walked marathons around Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis reservoir with friends talking in rapid 
torrents as the lake gently rippled. The first of fall dropped 
quietly around us in what seemed to be an enchanted wood. 
In autumn, I carefully watched the trees grow orange, then 
red, from my office window - there would always be one to 
lead, another to trail, the others. With the branches of winter 
bare, each side of the park was again exposed to the other; 
the west could see the east again , with its fancy stores and 
billionaires’ houses that glittered across the quiet expanse.’ 
 
I have been to Central Park, albeit for just a couple of weeks 
in the summer. I too have walked around the Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis reservoir and along fifth avenue. With 
Julia’s words somehow I was there again and the memory 
was as fresh and delicious as the first time. 
 
What is it about these experiences of faraway places and 
long ago times that makes the memories exquisite and 
heartfelt… touchable? Firing the longing to return. How does 
time and distance filter out the cold and rats and the hustle 
and leave us with the purest and most luscious of stirrings? 
And is it so terrible that we mysteriously forget about the 
things we would … well rather forget about. I think not. I 
choose to relish these times with moist eyes and a bursting 
heart. I choose the privilege of memory and with an 
insatiable appetite, savour it for as long as I can. 
 
 

Dancing in the shadows 
Whilst leading the parish worship is a rich and delicious joy, 
when I’m on holidays I relish the chance just to slip quietly 
into the back pew and let the liturgy wash over me. I adopt a 
number of postures depending on how I am feeling. There 
have been times when I have felt pretty wretched and I have 
knelt for much of the liturgy. I have stood at the back just 
because I wanted to get a really good squiz at everything. 
There have also been times when I have just sat there and 
done not much else. 
 
At the end, I have snuck out during the last hymn so that no 
one could ask me ‘What do you do?’. This question 
automatically and quickly puts me to work. Once I fudged it 
and replied ‘I work with people’ which is not a lie, but neither 
was it the whole truth and the answer that they were looking 
for. 
 
I am not disheartened or frustrated then, if from time to time I 
find that there are folk who choose to ‘Dance in the shadows 
of the back pew’. I don’t know their story and unless of their 
own volition, choose to share it, then it is none of my 
beeswax.  
 
Just by being available, being accessible and respecting 
their ‘dance’ we will be exactly what we are called to be. A 
home for sinners and a refuge for saints. We welcome all 
those who just want  / need to come and dance quietly in the 
shadows. We promise not to pry into your life or gawp at 
whatever posture you might be most comfortable with. All we 
gently say is ‘Welcome’. The rest is up to you. 
 
Father David Oulton 
Phone: 0435 867 040 
Email: droulton72@gmail.com  
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

Please remember to keep me informed of upcoming 
events, dates etc so that I in turn can keep the 
Community informed. 
Email:  gfraymond@bigpond.com   

NEWSLETTER DATES 
       Cut-off Date Distribution Date 
               
Issue 5             Fri 12 April     Wed 17 April 

6             Fri 26 April     Wed 1 May 
7             Fri 10 May     Wed 15 May 
8             Fri 24 May  Wed 29 May 
9             Fri   7 June  Wed 12 June 

             10           Fri 21 June    Wed 26 June 

 

 
 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY FUN 

 

The Mik Maks 
Songs To Help Us Grow 
Friday 5 April, 11.00am 

The Mik Maks are thrilled to be once again 
touring a Live Show!! Fresh from releasing their 
brand-new album ‘Songs to Help us Grow,’ this 
family band can’t wait to share some new songs 
with their little fans. Ava, Joel, Al and Drums the 
Panda are ready to rock with you. You never 
know where a new Mik Mak show will take you! 
But we can guarantee 45 minutes of giggling, 
singing and jiggling in the Mini Mak Mosh pit. 
This show is perfect for children aged 2-8 years 
of age. However, there’s something for both the 
young and young at heart at a Mik Mak live 
show.  
This project is supported by Creative Victoria 

 

 
 

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS SHIRE 
COUNCIL  

 

Cox Street Redevelopment Project Update 
Road and services upgrade works on Cox Street between 
French Street and Gray Street are progressing. 
 
Contractor MACA Civil have notified Council that the Stage 
One works will now extend to 10 April 2024 due to 
challenges to secure sub-contractors. 
 
Pedestrian access to businesses in this part of Cox Street 
continues, with vehicle parking available on French Street 
and Gray Street. 
 
Kerb works will be undertaken on the closed section of 
Sedgewick Street which will result in temporary local traffic 
access impacts on 26 and 27 March.  These access 
arrangements will be managed with traffic management on 

mailto:droulton72@gmail.com
mailto:gfraymond@bigpond.com
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site.  There will be no impacts to access for private 
properties during these works. 
 
Council encourages the community to continue to support 
local businesses during these works. Permewans Mitre 10 
is accessible via French Street, the United service station 
is still open and accessible, as are Cutting Edge Mower 
and Moto, Wash Trough Laundrette, Palace Martial Arts 
and Cox Street Vets. 
We appreciate your patience as these works progress. 
 

Community Connection - New Residents Function 
at Hamilton Library 
Southern Grampians Shire Council, along with the residents 
of our wonderful community would like to extend a warm 
welcome to our newest friends and neighbours.  
 
On Monday 15 April, Council will host the annual New 
Residents function to a welcome all new residents, or 
existing residents who want to become more active in the 
community.   
Whether you’ve just arrived or have been navigating the 
streets for some time already, anyone and everyone has the 
opportunity to meet other newcomers, mingle and find out 
just what makes this region tick.   
 
With information about the region and friendly meet and 
greets with volunteer organisations, community groups, 
sports teams and everyone else who can’t wait to meet you, 
you’ll have the chance to connect with locals and other 
newbies and find your niche.   
Refreshments and finger food will be provided including a 
few ice-breaking beverages to get conversation started.   
 
“One of the best parts of my job is meeting the people who 
make this region so special,” said Mayor Councillor, David 
Robertson.  
 
“I’m excited to meet everyone who has chosen to make this 
Shire their home. We’re honoured that people want to move 
here and bring their skills and experiences to our region. 
Building relationships can be very difficult in a new place so 
I’m glad we can roll out the red carpet and show everyone 
how truly welcome and appreciated they are,” concluded Cr 
Robertson.  
 
The event is being held in the Greater Hamilton Library, 105 
Brown St Hamilton from 6.00pm.   
To register your interest, contact Eda Williamson on 
ewilliamson@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au 
 

Melville Oval Facilities Redevelopment Project 
Update 
Council’s $8.4m Melville Oval project continues to gain 
momentum as it enters the building phase in the hands of 
local Builder, Ultrabuild Construction Group Pty Ltd.  
The redevelopment includes: 

• two netball courts with spectator areas and 
competition lighting. 

• new football player and umpire facilities within the 
existing grandstand and extension. 

• new netball player and umpire facilities and; 

• multi-purpose community space within the new 
Pavilion. 

  
The earthworks on site are now 90% complete and 
foundations for the extension of the grandstand building are 
due to be installed mid-April. The foundations will be closely 
followed by under slab works and preparation of the concrete 
floor slabs for the buildings. Once the foundations are in the 
ground, the community will see the new buildings take 
shape. 
  

The structural steel for the grandstand and extension the 
building is currently being fabricated off site. Once 
completed, it will be transported to site and assembled. 
  
An inspection of the heritage grandstand by the structural 
engineer has shown termite damage in the structure which 
was previously hidden from view. A design is currently being 
prepared for works to manage this and preserve the 
structure for future generations  
Mayor Councillor David Robertson said it was exciting to 
watch this major project continue. 
“This project is part of council’s commitment to 
supporting and promoting healthy communities, and 
we’re excited to see major works about to kick off,” said 
Cr Robertson. 
 
“The new facilities, including a full refurbishment under 
the grandstand, will result in a significant improvement 
for the reserve’s user groups and broader community. 
 
“Additionally, this redevelopment will increase our 
regional profile, create sustainable assets and 
infrastructure, and provide attractive council-owned and 
managed community and open spaces,” Cr Robertson 
concluded. 
 
Council staff continue to work with the Hamilton Kangaroos 
Football Netball Club and the Hamilton District Cricket 
Association. 
 
The Melville Oval Facilities Redevelopment project has been 
made possible with funding from the Federal Government. 
 

Go Behind the Scenes with Hamilton PAC  
The Hamilton Performing Arts Centre (HPAC) are excited to 
announce a special opportunity for young people looking to 
develop their skills in sound, lighting and the technical side of 
putting on a show. They may have a passion for the stage, 
for behind the scenes, or an eye on a future in show 
business. 
 
HPAC are offering the chance to go behind the scenes of a 
live show and delve into every aspect of production, from 
sound engineering to staging and lighting techniques. 
 
Participants will learn what goes into bringing a production 
from the page to the stage. This event is suitable for people 
aged 15-25 years but is restricted to 10 places only. 
 
Event Details 
Date: 9 and 10 April 
Time: 10.00am – 3.00pm 
Location: Hamilton Performing Arts Centre 
 
These sessions are being provided for free by the 
knowledgeable staff at HPAC and are funded by the FreeZA 
program. Over the course of two days, 10 lucky young 
people will learn the craft of stage production, receiving truly 
hands-on experience and playing a pivotal role in setting the 
stage for the highly anticipated Emma Donovan Concert on 
11 April at 7.30pm. 
 
These participants will then receive free tickets to the show 
to see the final product they worked to bring to life. 
 
“We’re very thankful to the staff of the Performing Arts 
Centre,” said Mayor Councillor David Robertson. 
 
“This is not the kind of event that comes around often, and 
the right person will be able to get so much value out of this 
experience. The fact that this is being put on for free shows 
the dedication of the staff to their craft and their clear vision 
of spreading their passion, their experience and their art to 
the next generation.” 

mailto:ewilliamson@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au
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For more information or to book your place, contact Emily at 
Youth@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au or at 5573 0426. 
 

Bright Lights, Big Impact: Pedrina Park Receives 
Glow Up with Installation of New LED lights 
Southern Grampians Shire Council is pleased to announce 
the completion of a transformative project set to have a very 
positive impact on the community. Users of Pedrina Park can 
now enjoy nighttime illumination from four brilliant new LED 
light towers. 
 
The light towers will house 50 lux-lights which will greatly 
improve the facilities available and to provide ample radiance 
for nighttime training sessions. 
 
The temporary closure of Melville Oval for the Facilities 
Upgrade Project left the Hamilton Kangaroos Football Netball 
Club in search of new facilities for training. Recognising the 
potential of Pedrina Park to fill the gap for night training, the 
conversation around new lighting began. 
 
“The Hamilton Kangaroos Football Netball Club are very 
excited to see the new lights at Pedrina Park,” said Dave 
Hintum, President of the Hamilton Kangaroos Football and 
Netball Club. 
 
“This year will be disruptive for us as a club with the Melville 
Oval redevelopment, so for all of our football and netball 
teams to be able to train in one precinct is fantastic. It will 
really help with our club unity which is a renewed focus of the 
club.” 
 
“At times we may have nine football teams and 10 netball 
teams training on the one night at Pedrina Park which will 
create a great feeling of inclusion and opportunity for cross 
team and cross sport interactions for players, members and 
supporters,” Mr Hintum said. 
 
With a commitment to community wellbeing, Council 
contributed the majority of funding for the project which was 
enhanced by a grant of $50,000 from AFL Victoria’s 
Australian Football Facilities Fund.      
 
The towering floodlight poles were erected on Tuesday 26 
March, with electronics testing continuing during the week. 
Anticipated to be fully operational following the Easter break, 
local teams are eager to take advantage of this state-of-the-
art resource.   
 
The project was completed ahead of time and under budget 
with the hard work of the very capable team at Laser 
Electrical Horsham. This marks the completion of one of the 
priorities of the Pedrina Park master plan. 
 
Mayor Councillor David Robertson had high praise for the 
project and those who worked hard to deliver it. 
“This was something we were determined to get done before 
daylight savings ends and before the days started to get 
short,” he said. 
 
“There was a huge amount of work done behind the scenes 
to get this across the line and I was very pleased to see the 
cooperation and collaboration between different departments 
across Council and community. It’s a great result!” Mr 
Robertson concluded. 
 
These lights represent a bright future for Pedrina Park, 
offering expanded opportunities for additional use and 
community activation of the site. This is a project whose 
benefits will reach well into the future, illuminating games for 
years to come. 

 
 

SES Dunkeld Unit reaches gender parity! 
Victoria SES has seen a decade-long surge in women joining 
the volunteer emergency service.  At the SES Dunkeld Unit, 
we are proud to say we have reached 50/50 when it comes 
to male and female volunteer members here in Dunkeld. 
The skill sets you gain with the State Emergency Service, 
are not just used through this organisation but are skills for 
life.  Acknowledging that women can do absolutely anything 
that men can do has provided some fantastic opportunities 
for local women to skill up in areas such as road crash 
rescue, bush search and rescue, storm and flood response, 
safe working at heights, incident management and much 
more. 
 

Congratulations to SES Dunkeld Unit Controller Brad Bowe, 
and all of the local men and women that have nurtured an 
inclusive culture that has helped us reach this record-
breaking achievement! 
 

March was Search and Rescue Month at the SES 
Dunkeld Unit! 
The Unit spent the month of March training on all things 
Search and Rescue tor the Grampians and Dunkeld region. 
 
Led by Search and Rescue Trainers Steve Kennedy and 
Veronica Gordon, Unit members participated in some really 
interesting live scenarios including testing access points, 
checking maps and tracks, practicing our turn out responses, 
first aid and recovery.   
 
From local road crash rescues, to rescuing injured hikers on 
the Grampians Peaks Trail, to searching for lost hikers or 
community members in the region, our Volunteer Search and 
Rescue teams have your back! 
 

 
 
Cutting It up for Dunkeld 
Well done to everyone who completed their chainsaw course 
over the weekend. 
These two girls from our unit passed with flying colours. 
 
Congratulations Vron and Mirai, you both make a fantastic 
team and are a pleasure to work with. 



11 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veronica and Mirai, SES Dunkeld Unit (Chainsaws were  
turned off for the photo!) 

 

New Members – Join Us 
 

 
 
From floods, storms, search and rescue, road crash rescue, 
manning phones, catering and much more – there’s a 
position for everyone at VICSES Dunkeld Unit, and anyone 
can make a valuable contribution. 
 
Each of our volunteers receives accredited, recognised 
training as part of their role, ranging from first aid, general 
rescue, chainsaw operations, community education, media 
training and much more. 
 
Volunteer roles include responding to storms, rescue boat 
crew, community engagement, administration, marketing, 
search and rescue, unit support (maintenance, fixing 
equipment etc), road crash rescue, managing units and roles 
for Juniors (15 – 18 years) to name a few. 
 
Junior members are entitled to complete the same level of 
training and receive the same Personal Protective Clothing 
and Equipment as other members and are able to attend 
some operational activities under supervision. 
 
For more information on how you can Volunteer for the 
Community contact Dunkeld Unit Controller, Brad Bowe, 
0418 353 292 or email 
bradley.bowe@members.ses.vic.gov.au 
 
Thank you to the local community for your ongoing support. 
 

Summer 
By Marion Colton 
I follow Salt Creek, walking from tree shadow to tree shadow, 
passing the little, white, wooden bridge. A car zooms towards 

Ballarat. I wait then cross to the open grassy 
area behind Caravan Park. It is no longer 
vibrant and green, but a dull grey-brown, 

sometimes its blades so close to the earth 
devoid of all colour. Ever increasing patches 

of bare earth appear, ravaged by the racks of 
summer. The soil resembles ‘crazy paving’, 

once popular for paths in home gardens. Here 
crickets make their homes in the cracks and 

often magpies stand motionless beside them in the 
evenings waiting patiently for a tasty morsel. 
 
I continue along the creek outlet, now empty of water but 
abundant in weeds, huge, yellow-flowered thistles preparing 
to populate the earth. Under the trees the grass is littered 

with millions of bleached eucalyptus leaves, creating millions 
of shining patterns on their grassy background. Yet I look up 
and the canopies seem to have no less green leaves. The 
trees know the perfect balance of holding on to what is good 
and letting go of what is finished. This is also the time when 
the River Red Gums shed their bark, creating a medley of 
different shapes, sizes and thickness, the red interiors 
contrasting with the grey, beige or cream exteriors. I’m 
reminded of Ros McArthur’s wonderful paintings of bark 
pieces, capturing their intrigue. 
 
I approach the first lagoon, noting the slipway of bluestone 
rocks. On the jetty a new wooden picnic table and benches 
have been placed alongside the 
metal seat looking north over the 
water. The level of the lagoon is very 
depleted, leaving a large, grey area 
of hardened earth, upon which birds 
often leave an array of feathers. I sit 
on the shady wooden seat dedicated 
to John Ross, and enjoy a peaceful 
branch looking at the still water, with 
its huge clumps of green reeds, Eleocharis sphacelata, a 
favourite haunt of Purple Swamp Hens and European Coots. 
I gaze at the diverse trunks of several River Red Gums 

growing on the sliver of an island and beyond 
on the far bank. Their trunks are patterned in 
creams and silvery-greys catching the 
sunlight. Beyond the far bank, a beige carpet 
stretches to the perimeter of trees edging the 
Old Ararat Road. These are topped by the 
majestic three-curved summit of 
Wurgarri/Mount Sturgeon, steadily occupying 
its place in the cloudless blue sky. 
 
The sun has usurped “my” seat, so I move on. 

I stop and admire the massive River Red Gum before the 
green bridge. On its northern side all the tiny prostrate 
Swamp Goodenia, Goodenia humilis, earlier carpeting the 
shore, have now disappeared. One would never guess that 
their life force, retained underground in their roots, will 
reappear as a dense carpet of green leaves dotted with a 
profusion of yellow flowers next Spring. I cross to the shady 
centre of the low wooden bridge and sit facing its green 
relative. Beyond two white Ibis are settling themselves on a 
curving branch. No sign of ducks, coots or swamp hens 
today, at this time, in this place. I lower my gaze to the rocks 
below my dangling feet: dock species, dark brown with seed 
heads … an exotic species, resembling mint, with mauve 
flower spikes creeps among the rocks … a tall cudweed 
species bearing hairy seed clusters … the tall stems clasped 
by curled, drying leaves of an Epilobium species, a Willow-
herb … clumps of tall Carex species with golden-brown seed 
heads and the taller Pale Rush, Juncus pallidus, their seed 
heads just browning. 
 
All is still. As I write those words a pair of Sulphur-crested 
Cockatoos emerge from a nearby River Red Gum, fly out a 
short distance, then return to the canopy. Single white 
butterflies flutter from one side of the lagoon to the other, 
sometimes alighting on a reed or plant. In the shadow of 
distant reeds a duck shakes out its wings after bathing. They 
must be hiding in the reeds at this time of day. Time to leave 
this little paradise. I wander back along the opposite shore. 
In the mud, where the water has receded, under a shady 
Swamp Gum, I watch a Purple Swamp Hen eating. He is 
pulling the submerged, whitened root, or base of a leaf, of a 
Tall Spike Sedge, Eleocharis sphacelata. He tugs with his 
beak this way and that, shaking his head from side to side 
and flicking his white undertail continuously, totally absorbed 
in his task of eating. 
 
Further on, past the green bridge, the two Ibis are hunched 
over, perched on a branch hanging over the water. Maybe 
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they are resting. Simultaneously, there is movement above 
me. A flock of tiny birds, maybe Pardalotes, fly into the 
canopy of the River Red Gum under which I’m standing. 
 
I continue on my way, seeking the shade of trees as the heat 
of the day increases. As I pass the Lone Pine beside the 
waterless creek, I am immersed in the sweetest pine 
fragrance evolved by the heat on its leaves. 

 

School News 
From the Principal 
The 2024 school year has started well with 
students settling into their new classrooms 
with their new teachers with great 

enthusiasm. Our Learning to Learn Program (Growing to be 
our Best) combined well with our wonderful swimming 
program, where I continue to express gratitude for the 
expertise of Jen and Lea McArthur. We will present a ‘thank 
you’ gift to them at the Special Assembly at the end of term.  
 
Staffing update: Mrs Jackie Mibus is now teaching PE 
(Grade 2 to 6) on Mondays. I am teaching Prep/1 PE on 
Mondays. Students are asked to wear their sports clothes 
and runners each Monday.  
 
School Review: Our School Review is now complete, with 
the reviewer’s report due hopefully at the beginning of Term 
Two. From here the School Strategic plan is written (2024 - 
2028). Thank you to Rachel Blackwell, our School Council 
President, for her role in the Review; I know the reviewer 
was pleased with Rachel’s input and insights into our school.   
 
NAPLAN: Year 3 and 5 students have completed NAPLAN 
for 2024. This year all assessments were online, except for 
Year 3 Writing. Thanks to Dee-Anne Raymond, Jackie 
McShane and Jackie Mibus for their coordination of these 
assessments.  
 
Sport: A busy term once again with many swimming events 
taking place and our SGSSA athletics event next Tuesday 26 
March at Mitchell Park, Hamilton. The SGSSA schools voted 
to appoint two co-ordinators at the end of 2023, to organise 
and manage our events across the year: swimming, athletics 
and cross country. Narelle Frichot and Lea McArthur 
accepted the roles and have been working brilliantly together 
to conduct the events. They co-ordinate all levels of sport 
from district, zone and regional. All schools have been most 
appreciative of these new roles, shifting the workload from 
staff within schools. Dunkeld hosted the SGSSA Swimming 
at the Dunkeld Swimming Pool, another great event and 
wonderful to utilise our local pool.  
 
SAKG Program: Students in their classes have been busy 
discussing and planning what we would like to grow in our 
school garden. We are working with Monique Sobey, Healthy 
Kids Advisor — Southern Grampians for the Stephanie 
Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation. As part of this 
program Monique has supplied seedlings for us to plant. We 
have also had volunteers, Jen McArthur and Kaye Wraith 
reorganise and clean out the garden shed, ready for Term 
Two. A timetable for kitchen classes has been created, with 
each class having at least two cooking sessions per term. 
Jackie McShane has done a wonderful job of leading and co-
ordinating the SAKG program. 
 
SRC and Student Voice: Our Year 6 students have been 
amazing in their roles for Term One. Our leadership hour on 
Mondays has been most productive, and their enthusiasm a 
highlight. The SRC are planning Easter activities for the 
whole school on Wednesday 27 March and look forward to 
hosting the school community at the Hot Cross Bun Morning. 
Our sports captains are planning some lunchtime activities to 
begin in Term Two. The school captains have dived headfirst 

into their roles, organising the assembly agenda and our new 
PowerPoint display. 
 

Angela Field, Principal 
 
Fire Safety Presentation 
On Wednesday 13 March we welcomed Ron Eastwood and 
Paul McCallum from the CFA: Dunkeld Rural Fire Brigade 
members, Woody Blackwell, Robert Funk and Doug 
McArthur along with Vicky Collins, SGSC Emergency 
Management Officer to our school. Our students learnt about 
Fire Safety and had the opportunity to operate a fire hose 
and aim at a stationary target, plus climb on board a fire 
truck. It was an exciting afternoon and we greatly appreciate 
the CFA and Dunkeld Rural Fire Brigade members for 
offering this amazing hands-on experience to our students! 
By the enthusiasm on some faces, we may have some 
budding little firefighters among our students. 
 

Each school family 
was supplied with a 
starter emergency kit 
(funded by the 
Moments that Matter 
project). SGSC will 
provide over 230 
primary school families 
(in high risk areas) 
emergency kits in 

March. The emergency kits contain a woollen fire blanket, 
and a crank torch/radio with USB to charge a mobile phone 
and is to be kept in the family car in the event families decide 
to leave home during a bushfire. The SGSC hope this bag 
will create conversation with the students and their families 
such as what else could they add to their bag e.g. water, 
medication lists, first aid kit etc. They hope this empowers 
the students to feel more at ease in the event of an 
emergency knowing they are prepared. 
 
Sports News 
On Friday 1 March our team of 
six students, Henrietta 
Patterson, Hamish Rush, Jet 
Roads, Jude Rush, George 
Phillips and Jed Russell 
comped in the Hamilton 
District Sports Association 
Tennis Tournament held at the 
Hamilton Lawn Tennis Club. 
Congratulations to all these students and well done to 
Henrietta who made it to the semifinals.  
 

This term we have had our Division Swimming Carnival in 
Warrnambool, everyone did a great job and a big thanks to 
the parents for supporting and driving the competitors all the 
way to Warrnambool. A special thank you to Lea McArthur 
and Jen McArthur, they have been an amazing help to all the 
competitors by training and getting everyone prepared.  
Next term we will be doing some lunchtime sport: Hamish 
and Edward will be doing a lesson on how to play basketball, 
and Elodie and Isla will be teaching netball. There will be 
sign-up sheet for whoever would like to do basketball or 
netball. We will be making a suggestion box for different 
ideas, for sports activities and lessons.  
 

Congratulations to four of our 
students who qualified for the 
Greater Western Regional 
Swimming Championships at 
Horsham Memorial Swimming 
Pool on Friday 22 March. 
Good luck to Banjo Hyland, 
Nellie Wickens, Bobby 
Blackwell and Audrey Black. 
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We have the SGSSA Athletics Sports Day at Mitchell Park, 
Hamilton on Tuesday 26 March for all students in Year 3 to 
6, we have been eagerly training in PE.  
 
Special Visitors to our school 

On Thursday 7 March we welcomed special visitors to our 
school from the Department of Education, Mr Chris 
Thompson, Regional Director, South Western Victoria 
Region and Ms Suzanne Camm, Area Executive Director, 
Wimmera South West. 
 

DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH 
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men 
and women to be members and renew their 
membership to ensure the future of the RSL 
locally. Membership renewal for 2024 is 
$40.00 per person. If you are a relative of ex-

service men or women, you can also join the RSL. Affiliate 
memberships are also available to members of emergency 
services (police, fire brigade, CFA, ambulance and/or SES).  
By becoming a member of the RSL, you will enjoy the 
privilege of having joined one of Australia's oldest and most 
revered organisations and supporting your local RSL Sub-
Branch. An organisation committed to selfless service on 
behalf of the nation, which is dedicated to honouring those 
who have served our nation through military service, and that 
focuses on the care of veterans and their dependants. 
Application forms are available from the Secretary/Treasurer, 
Terrie Nicholson on 0487 416 971. 
 
Victorian Premier's Spirit of ANZAC Prize – applications 
open: The Victorian Government has announced that the 
2024 Premier's Spirit of ANZAC Prize (SOAP) is open for 
applications.  
 
Victorian students from years 9 to 12 will have the 
opportunity to reflect on how Victorians came together to 
fund and build the Shrine of Remembrance and other 
community war memorials.   
 
The Prize offers young Victorians the opportunity to:  

• Explore Australia's wartime and peacekeeping history. 

• Join a fully funded study tour to significant war heritage 
sites. 

• Connect with veterans and the ex-service community. 

• Understand and remember the contribution of Victorian 
service people.  

 
Twelve prize winners will go on a full-funded study tour to an 
international war heritage destination. Students will need to 
respond to the following topic:  
Explore the significance of Victoria's Shrine of 
Remembrance or a local community’s war memorial in 
honouring Australians who have served in war and 
peacekeeping.  
 
Accepted formats include but are not limited to essay, 
artwork, video, audio, music, webpage, or poem.  
For competition guidelines and to apply please visit: 
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-spirit-anzac-prize 
 
Applications close on Monday 29 April 2024. 
 

ANZAC Commemoration Church Service: The Annual 
ANZAC Commemoration Church Service will be held on 
Sunday 21 April 2024, commencing at 4:00pm at St Paul’s 
Cathedral, corner Swanston and Flinders Streets, Melbourne 
3000.  
 

The Commemoration Church Service is significant as it 
marks the commencement of the period of ANZAC Day 
commemorations in Victoria.  
 

All Sub-Branches are warmly invited to have their members 
attend this significant traditional commemoration at St Paul’s.  
Event details are below. NO RSVP is required.  
Date: Sunday 21 April 2024 
Time: 4:00pm   
Location: St. Paul's Cathedral, Flinders Street, Melbourne 
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        James Mooney 
 

 
Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving. 

 
Free Quotes 

All sized jobs. 
A high standard of work guaranteed 

 

Call James today on   0409428500 
ABN: 70 277 115 304 

 

 

landscape,  

still life 

and contemporary  

oil paintings 
 

 
open 10-4 most days  

or phone 0437 944 582 

225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294 

prints and cards available 
www.grampiansart.com.au 

http://www.grampiansart.com.au/
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Dine In 

Takeaway 

Licensed premises 

Takeaway alcohol 

Catering Available 

Large group bookings welcome!!! 

(Seat up to 50 inside) 

Menu choices, something for everyone 

including 

GF, Vegan, & Vegetarian options 

 

SPECIALITY NIGHTS 

TUESDAY - Parma Night $20 

WEDNESDAY - Steak Night $30 
(Free pot of beer or soft drink when dining in) 

THURSDAY - Burger Night $18 

Or Steak Sandwich $20 

 

Freshly made in house Pizzas 

Available daily from 5.00pm 

 

Takeaway Family Packs 

Pizza Bundle – 2 x pizzas, Garlic bread 

& 1.25L soft drink $45 

(Speciality pizzas not included) 

Fish & Chips Bundle - 4 x pieces of fish 

Chips and salad $40 

 

Coffee, Tea, milkshakes, soft drink, etc 

Cakes, slices biscuits 

Coffee & Slice deal $10 

 

Free home delivery service  

from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld town 

boundary only 

(minimum spend $20) 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday to Sunday – Open from 10.30am 

Lunch – 11.00am to 2.00pm 

Dinner 5.00pm to 8.00pm 

(Closing times for dinner may vary) 

 

109 Parker Street Dunkeld 

Phone (03) 5577 2288 

sturgeonviewcafedunkeld@gmail.com 
 

  

 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld 

Freshly baked artisan bread, baguettes,  

croissants, muffins, quiches, gourmet pies, 

sausage rolls,  

cakes and a delicious menu. 

Thursday  8:30am – 2:00pm                  
Friday  8:30am – 2:00pm 

Saturday  8:30am – 2:00pm 

Sunday    8:30am – 2:00pm 

Monday    Closed 

Tuesday    Closed 

Wednesday   Closed 

 

         
         

www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 
 

Orders: 0419 108 919 
 

Accommodation: 0447 857 337 
 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld, Vic, 3294 

Bakery: 03 5556 3606   

 

Email: info@dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 
 

 

http://www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au/
about:blank
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Please support our local 
Businesses, as they support the 
production of the Community 
Newsletter, along with Community 
Donations and our major sponsor 
Dunkeld and District Lions Club. 
 

 

 

 

PLEASE FORWARD ALL NEWSLETTER 

ITEMS TO gfraymond@bigpond.com

 

mailto:gfraymond@bigpond.com

