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Youth Driver Awareness Program 
The Dunkeld Lions Club in conjunction with the Bendigo Community Bank have partnered with the 
Australian Driving Institute to conduct a Youth Driver Awareness Program in Dunkeld on Sunday 
14 April. 
The program has a theory and a practical component, concentrating on various elements of 
driving including car dynamics, potential hazards, traffic management skills, gravel roads and 
emergency braking. 
 
The course is aimed at learner or probationary drivers. 
Each participant will require the use of a roadworthy car and learner drivers will need to have a 
fully licenced driver with them in the car. 
The Bendigo Community Bank is providing significant and generous sponsorship for the day which 
means a very reduced fee of $30.00pp is the total cost. 
 
The Dunkeld Racing Club is kindly giving us access to an area where the practical exercises can 
be carried out in safety. 
 
Interested persons can find more information about the course by entering the link 
www.austdrive.com or call Simon Macgugan on 0428 593084. 
Details will also be posted on the community Facebook page. 
Applications are to be done online at www.austdrive.com/book-online-1 

Scroll down to “Austdrive 1 Dunkeld” and follow the prompts. 
The course is limited to 15 participants, it will be selected on a first in first served basis.  
If warranted, a second course may be arranged for later in the year. 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in our local district and surrounds, 
including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District 
Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion without notification 

Dunkeld & District  

Newsletter 
Distributed fortnightly on Wednesday (except during School Holidays) 
Printed at the Dunkeld Consolidated School – E&OE 

Issue No: 3/2024    Date: Wednesday 13 March 2024 
 
 
 

 

Sponsored by Lions Club 
 

    Sponsored by Lions 
Club 

 

DONATIONS 
Patsy Waller   $50 
Les and Sandra Payne $50 
Beryl Lowe   $40 
Iris Field   $30 
Dunkeld Museum  $20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to offset all expenses 
relating to producing it. Please send in your donation to the Dunkeld 
Consolidated School office where it will be receipted and an acknowledgement 
made via the Newsletter. A receipt will be provided. Please make cheques 
payable to the “Dunkeld Consolidated School.”  
Direct deposit to BSB: 633 000 Account: 1430 91510 – please include your 
name as a reference so we may acknowledge your donation. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.austdrive.com/
http://www.austdrive.com/book-online-1
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FINANCE and AGRI BUSINESS 

INFORMATION SESSION 
We are very pleased to support what promises to 

be a very informative day. 

Come along for the opportunity to listen to some 

high profile speakers discuss all things Primary 

Production, the Agri Industry and the current 

market and economy. 

Speakers will consist of the following presenters: 

-Paul Carrazzo (Primary Production taxation re 

dairy, cattle, sheep and crop activity)  

-David Robertson (BEN Chief Economist) 

-Andrew Smith (Rural Bank, Head of Business 

and Agri  Development) 
 
 
 

 

Catering provided, so hope to see you there. 

Details are: 

When: Wednesday 20 March 2024 

Time: 12.00pm 

Where: Sterling Place Dunkeld Community Centre 

RSVP: By Wednesday 13 March 2024 to Louise via 

email  

louise.field@bendigoadelaide.com.au or phone 5577 

2488 

 

 

 

 

AUSTDRIVE YOUTH DEFENSIVE DRIVING 

We are very proud to support this wonderful initiative, 

conducted in Dunkeld on Sunday 14 April 2024. 

Full details are below.  

 

mailto:louise.field@bendigoadelaide.com.au
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WHAT’S ON MARCH / APRIL   –    PLEASE CHECK THROUGH THE NEWSLETTER AND USE BELOW TO FILL 
                                                                                IN THE DATES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO YOU  

MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT SUN 

11 
 
 
 
 

12 13 
Issue 3 distributed 
 

14 15 16 17 

18 
 
 
 
 

19 20 21 22 
Issue 4 deadline 

23 24 

25 
 
 
 
 

26 27 
Issue 4 distributed 
 

28 29 30 31 

1 2 3 
 
 
 
 

4 5 
Issue 5 deadline 

6 7 

8 9 10 
Issue 5 distributed 
 
 
 

11 12 13 14 

 CHURCH TIMES     
 

Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Parish Priest - Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161  Website: www.westernborder.church 
Email: patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au 

 
1st Week  Sunday        
2nd Week  Sunday      
3rd Week  Sunday  March 17 10.30am Mass and Lunch for Saint Patrick’s Day 
4th Week  Sunday  March 24  9.00am Assembly of Word and Communion 
   Thursday March 28  7.00pm Holy Thursday Mass 
   Friday  March 29  3.00pm Good Friday Service 
5th Week  Sunday  March 31 10.30am Easter Sunday Mass 
 
1st Week  Sunday  April   7  8.30am  Mass  
2nd Week  Sunday  April 14    No Mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week  Sunday  April 21  8.30am  Mass 
4th Week  Sunday  April 28  9.00am  Assembly of Word and Communion  

 
Dunkeld Uniting / Anglican Congregation 
Sunday 17 March Anglican Father David Oulton   5.00pm 

Sunday 24 March  Uniting at Sterling Place Jim Hewett  5.00pm   

March 29, 31 EASTER SERVICES  Check Hamilton Spectator for times at the HAMILTON Churches 

EVERYONE WELCOME – We would love to see you – Enquiries to Heather Macgugan. 

 
Panyyabyr Uniting Church 
 
 
 
Warrayure Trinity Lutheran Church 
Sunday 17 March  Warrayure – no service.  5.00pm service at Tarrington. 
Sunday 24 March  10.30am 
Good Friday 29 March  9.00am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au
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The next meeting of the Dunkeld 

Arboretum Development Group Inc. is on 

Monday 18 March at Sterling Place, 

Dunkeld Community Centre, 7.30pm 

All Welcome! 

 
 

THE OLD BUS DEPOT 

 
Can you spare 3 hours a month as a 
volunteer? 
The shop is an interesting place, filled 
with treasures, all shapes and sizes, old 
and new.  
Dunkeld Community BENEFITS 
Refugees here & overseas BENEFIT 
The Environment BENEFITS 
Your Heart BENEFITS  
 
Contact Maree 0448 387 998 
 

RED CROSS NEWS 

 
Iris Field, contact person: 5574 0202   
0427 586 060 

For Red Cross Calling, Maree and the Old Bus 
Depot team have kindly offered to have one of 
our collection 'tins' at their delightful venue, corner 
of Martin and Templeton Streets, for the months 
of March / April.  Another collection container will 
be at the Grampians Providore shop in Parker 
Street, thanks to Adrian and Melissa. 

The Dunkeld Red Cross group is now on 
the help register with the Pomonal recovery 
organisation and in time, we will be given 
notification of how we can help, even if in some 
small way, with their long community rebuilding. 

Iris Field 

Dunkeld Consolidated School 
 

Dear community members  

Dunkeld Consolidated School is holding a Bulb 

Fundraising event this year, to raise funds for our 

garden.  Please share with family and friends. 

All orders are to be submitted online BY 

THURSDAY 11 APRIL 2024.   

Please go online to place your order at: 

www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/DUNKELDCS 

Thank you for your support!  

 
 

 

 
 

Baroness von Munchen has been 

murdered!!!  

Can you discover who did it!!!?? 
 

Come to our Murder Mystery Evening at 

Chateau Kolor on Saturday 13 April. 

We have two Melbourne actors coming along 

to facilitate the evening. 

Email your interest to 

sallyreynolds.johnson@gmail.com 

Bookings still available - will close 27 March 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Mobile Library 
Will be visiting DUNKELD every Thursday fortnight 

12.30pm – 1.30pm        
Glenelg Highway alongside pool 

          Dunkeld: 14 and 28 March 
  

Mirranatwa: 7 and 21 March  
3.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

Phone:  5573 0470 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library 

 
LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:   

GREATER HAMILTON LIBRARY 

 

http://www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/DUNKELDCS
http://www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library
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MARK YOUR CALENDER SAVE THE 

DATE!!! 

 

DUNKELD MUSEUM OPEN DAY AND 

TRASH & TREASURE MARKETS 

 

Saturday 23 March from 9.00am to 1.00pm 

 

Lots of new and original stall holders with a 

variety of goods including New and Old wares, 

Cigarette tins, Dog treats, Crochet items, 

Pyrography, Medicinal Aloe Vera & Organic 

Honey, Arts & Crafts, Golden Books & other 

2nd hand books, DVD’s, Tools & car parts, 2nd 

hand clothes, Antiques and Collectables, 

Sewing items, Plants, First Aid Kits & supplies, 

Reborn Doll kits, Household items, Bric a Brac 

and much, much more! Come along and have a 

look, something for everyone!    We will be 

having two free Easter egg hunts for the kids on 

the Museum grounds at 10.00am and 11.00am. 

(Children under 12 years must be accompanied 

by an adult or older sibling) 

The Museum entry fees are waived for the day, 

with a gold coin donation on entry appreciated. 

Anyone who gives a gold coin donation will go 

into the draw for our lucky door prize!  Our 

knowledgeable museum committee members 

will be on hand to give you a guided tour and 

answer any questions. Out front there will be a 

Sausage Sizzle Stall with Tea and Coffee, Cold 

soft drink cans, bottled water and various slices.   

Amazing raffles to be drawn on the day at $2 

per ticket, including an Easter basket of 

goodies! The Lollies in the Jar guessing 

competition winner will also be announced on 

the day, it is $1 per guess.  The chainsaw raffle 

plus a $100 Obsidian Room voucher is $5 per 

ticket and will be drawn on Sunday 21 April at 

the Dunkeld Sawmill Market and Open Day, 

grab a ticket early! 

A Big Thank You to our raffle sponsors from 

Hamilton and Cavendish:  Hamilton Produce, 

Trevs Emporium, Chris’s Kebabs, Lyal Eales, 

Buckle Menswear, Woolworths, Bridge Café, 

Vanessa Cummings and Bunnings Warehouse.                                                     

I thank you all       
  

Angie Gordon 
Event Co-ordinator, Dunkeld Museum and Sawmill 

 

 
 
CAVENDISH RED GUM 
FESTIVAL  
 
FRIDAY 12 APRIL and 
SATURDAY 13 APRIL 
 
DETAILS IN COMMUNITY  
NEWSLETTER ISSUE 2  

 

 
 
 

EEL FESTIVAL 2024 
                            

  
The versatility of eels, a Yoorook Commission update and 
the environmental history of the Hopkins River will be on the 
agenda for the Forum at the 14th Lake Bolac Eel Festival. 
 
With the festival theme, ‘Song, Story, Dance, Ceremony and 
Celebration’, the forum is a central part of the festival on 22 -
23 March.  
 
Speakers include Wergaia/Wamba Wamba Elder and 
Yoorrook Justice Commission chair, Prof. Eleanor Bourke; 
Tasmanian geographer, ecologist, eel advocate and PhD 
candidate Malcolm S. Johnson; and Deakin University’s 
Honorary Associate Environmental 
Humanities Professor, Dr Rod Giblett. 
 
Festival goers will also hear from Tyson Lovett-Murray, a 
former World Heritage Ranger on the UNESCO World 
Heritage listed Budj Bim Cultural Landscape. Tyson has 
worked in numerous roles in the Aboriginal community from 
land management to community services. 
 
A look at both men’s and women’s Indigenous dance 
practice, presented by Festival Cultural Adviser Adeline 
Thomas and Indigenous Cultural Artist Brett Clarke, will be 
the cultural highlight of the forum. 
 
The forum will be held on the Saturday morning of the 
festival from 11.00am to 1.00pm with time for audience 
questions.  
 
“The festival forum is a popular and important part of the 
festival” said festival chair Rachel Taylor. 
 
“The forum provides a unique snapshot of work of relevance 
to the region’s environmental and cultural assets.”  
Tickets to the festival have been kept to the same affordable 
prices as the last festival in 2022 and can be purchased via 
eelfestival.org.au  
 
The festival is held every 2 years to mark the autumn 
gathering of local First Nations for the eel migration season, 
and is sponsored by Ararat Rural City Council, the Willaura 
and Lake Bolac Bendigo Community Bank, Pitch, GWM 
Water, Glenelg Hopkins CMA, Regional Arts Victoria, South 
West TAFE and Beyond Bolac Catchment Action Group. 

 
Media enquiries: Sally Gibson 0409 197 717 
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Yoorrook Justice Commission chair, Prof. 
Eleanor Bourke will update festival goers at 
Lake Bolac on the work of the 
Commission. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Tasmanian University PhD candidate and 
eel advocate Malcolm Johnson will 
address the Lake Bolac Festival Forum. 

 

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS 

SHIRE COUNCIL 

Outdoor Pool season draws 

to a close  

The March long weekend is the traditional season end 
date for our outer township pools, however this year 
we are pleased to be able to open on weekends from 
3-7pm until the end of March at Coleraine, Balmoral, 
Dunkeld, Penshurst and Glenthompson pools. This will 

be subject to weather and lifeguard availability.      

The Hamilton pool will be closing slightly ahead of 
schedule. After hosting over 10,000 visitors this 
summer, and almost 70 years since it was proudly built 
by our community, the Hamilton Olympic Swimming 
Pool (HOSP) is in much need of some love and 
attention and will close after the Labour Day Long 
Weekend on Monday 11 March.  

This is to allow some investigation and testing works to 
be completed at the site.    

“Council staff and contractors need to complete some 
leak investigation work and pipe testing immediately at 
the pool. These works will help inform a significant 
funding application the Council is completing for HOSP 
that closes at the end of March.  

“We apologise for the slightly early closure however, 
these works would create an unacceptable public 
safety issue if we were to remain open while they were 
underway and they could not be postponed,” said Rory 
Neeson, Director Wellbeing, Planning and 
Regulation.      

HOSP was hand-built by an army of hard-working 
community volunteers. Melbourne's Argus newspaper, 
in July 1953, described HOSP's construction process 
as “350 men and women with picks, shovels, 
bulldozer, tractors and wheelbarrows” and declared it 
to be “truly a pool that belongs to the people".  Mr 
Neeson added “we will take good care of this important 
and cherished community asset”.    

The Coleraine swimming pool will remain open for 
early morning swimming on Tuesday and Friday 

mornings from 6.30 to 8.30am until the end of 

March.     

The official last day for the season will be Sunday 24 

March.      

We thank everyone who has visited the Shires outdoor 
pools this season and look forward to welcoming you 
back very soon.   

New parking meter enforcement 

starts 1 March 

Southern Grampians Shire Council will begin to 

enforce parking rules in the Hamilton CBD from 

March 1.  

Director Wellbeing, Planning and Regulation, Rory 

Neeson said following the installation of the new 

parking meters in January and a grace period for 

education and testing, Council’s Local Laws Officers 

would commence monitoring metered parking bays to 

ensure drivers are adhering to signed parking 

conditions. 

“We thank the community for their cooperation 

throughout the last month since the installation of the 

new meters,” said Mr Neeson. “Our local laws and 

customer service teams have been fielding lots of 

enquiries about the new technology and overall, most 

of the feedback from customers has been how easy it 

is to use the meters and the app once shown how. 

“Local businesses as well have reported to us how the 

increased turnover of parking has had a positive 

impact on people being able to access their 

businesses. 

“Now that people are getting the hang of how the new 

meters work, we will commence enforcement of 

parking fines. We will have our local laws team out and 

about monitoring meters throughout the CBD and 

assisting those with using the meters,” he said.  

Motorists who exceed the limits signposted may be 

issued with an infringement notice in the form of a 

paper ticket left on the vehicle windscreen. 

“Council encourages drivers to address any parking 

fines promptly to avoid additional fees and legal 

consequences,” said Mr Neeson. “If people believe they 

have been fined incorrectly and which to have their 

fine reviewed, they can do so online or by contacting 

our customer service team.” 

Council installed new parking meters in the Hamilton 

CBD last month to replace ageing technology, improve 

and streamline the parking payment process for drivers 

and reduce the effort required by Local Laws Officers 

to handle cash. 

For more information about how to use the new 

meters, please go to Council’s website or ask the 

Council Customer Service team on 5573 0444. 

 
Beth Gibson, Senior Communications Officer 
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Council Calling for Sustainable Ideas 

Southern Grampians Shire Council has started work 
on a long-term sustainability strategy that aims to 
address the growing threat of climate change and 
formalise the link between the sustainability goals of 
the Shire and the projects required to deliver those 
outcomes. 
The Southern Grampians Shire Council Sustainability 
Strategy 2024-2041 will set the direction for council, 
community, business, and government agencies to 
work together on sustainable initiatives over the 
coming decade and beyond. 
It is proposed that the strategy will address six key 
focus areas including: ‘towards net zero’; ‘built 
environment’; ‘waste to zero’; ‘water conservation’; 
‘land use and biodiversity’; and ‘community 
engagement’. 
The new sustainability strategy will supersede the 
previous 2010-2020 Strategy that delivered many 
outcomes for the Shire, including the introduction of a 
kerbside organic waste service, replacement of 1000 
streetlights in Hamilton with LED lights, installation of 
public recycling facilities and the inclusion of an 
environmental criteria in the purchase of Council fleet 
vehicles, the procurement policy and 
tenders evaluations. 
Mayor Councillor David Robertson said a discussion 
paper had been prepared by council’s sustainability 
team to kick off the process for the new strategy and 
everyone was invited to lend their voice and opinion. 
“Council has significant role to play in building and 
leading a sustainable future in the Southern 
Grampians Shire. We have done a lot of work in this 
space over recent years and our community have 
embraced sustainability and a commitment to our 
environment as well. 
“We want to work closely with the community and key 
stakeholders on this Sustainability Strategy to set 
realistic, shared goals for the long-term for our region,” 
said Cr Robertson. 
“From long-time residents and farmers to our local 
youth, we’d like everyone’s thoughts, opinions, and 
suggestions about what matters to you when it comes 
to delivering an environmentally sustainable shire.” 
To read the discussion paper and submit your 
feedback, please go to the ‘Have Your Say’ section on 
the council website or contact council customer 
service. Submissions close on Sunday 31 March. 
Council’s sustainability team will also host pop-up 
engagement sessions across the shire, so please 
monitor news and social media channels for dates and 
venues. 

After the consultation period, a sustainability strategy 
will be prepared and advertised for community 
feedback before being presented to councillors for final 
adoption. 

Jeff Greene, Communications Officer 

Council adopts Small Town Strategy 

A Small Towns Strategy that will guide future 

structural planning and development in 

rural/residential townships across the Southern 

Grampians Shire was adopted at the February 

Council Meeting on Wednesday night. 

The Small Towns Strategy provides a solid 

framework for Council when overseeing the 

development of infrastructure and housing in the 

shire’s outer townships, particularly those with 

forecasted residential growth. 

The first steps of Small Towns Strategy 

implementation will be to update the Southern 

Grampians Planning Scheme and develop new 

structure plans for Cavendish, Coleraine, and 

Penshurst. There will also be a review of strategic 

planning work already completed for Dunkeld. 

Mayor Councillor David Roberston said the Small 

Towns Strategy was a major piece of work that was 

several years in the making by Council, in 

partnership with local communities. 

He said the development of a Small Towns Strategy 

was recognised as a key priority in the Council Plan 

2021- 2025, with the process initiated in September 

2021. The draft was collated following several 

rounds of community engagement sessions and 

one-on-one sessions with progress associations. 

“This major strategy provides clear direction for 

land development in our Shire according to the 

unique needs and expectations of our rural 

communities,” said Cr Robertson. “It’s a very 

important document to ensure Council is consistent 

with its approach to rural planning and outlines key 

priorities for action. I’d like to thank everyone who 

has contributed to this critical, land-mark 

document.” 

Council met with town progress associations before 

Christmas to present the draft Small Towns Strategy 

and the broader community also had an 

opportunity to comment on the draft before it was 

finalised for council consideration and adoption. 

Council also received 24 submissions on the draft 

strategy. 

“All community meetings were well attended, and a 

lot of valuable feedback was provided to council, 

which was considered for the final document,” Cr 

Robertson concluded. 

The final strategy is available from council’s website 

or our customer service centre. 

Beth Gibson, Senior Communications Officer 
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250 Words from Father David 
 

The parable of the alien 
Once upon a time an alien crash-landed in the 
middle of the Kimberly ranges. While Alien 
Freddy could find no one around to ask about our 
lifestyle and culture he managed to access our 
internet and social media sites. He spent hours 
scrolling through people’s postings and pictures. 
He read our disagreements and the gooey stuff. 
He looked at the pictures of gourmet meals and 
the people sharing hugs and smiles. He looked at 
people’s travel posts and sporting achievements. 
He gawped at the experiences they had of 
parachuting, and bungee jumping. 
He scrolled through endless pictures and 
comments about social events and invitations to 
parties. 
Because of the remoteness of the area Freddy 
couldn’t verify what he had seen on the screen. 
Thanks to You-tube Freddy fixed his spacecraft 
and headed back to Planet Zeta and reported to 
his fearless leader Olexa who was a wise and 
compassionate ruler. Olexa was flabbergasted to 
learn that on planet earth no-one ever had a 
disastrous meal. Further, while there was some 
disagreement amongst a minority of people, the 
overall vibe was one of overwhelming 
congeniality. There were lots of pictures and well 
wishes of support as well as the ‘Friendship apps’ 
that Freddy had downloaded. People were very 
keen to meet other people and connect. There 
was no such thing as a lonely, depressed, hungry 
soul on planet earth. Furthermore, all the humans 
were well groomed, attractive and achieved all 
they set out to do with spectacular results, marks 
and trophies. Fancy that! 
Could it be that we spend too much time 
comparing our ‘inside reality’ with the ‘outside 
reality’ that Freddy saw on his really intelligent 
screen? And I wonder what that does to us in the 
long run. 
 

Father David Oulton 
Phone: 0435 867 040 
Email:  droulton72@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 

Celebrations 
In recognition of their exceptional dedication and 73 

combined years of service in the SES, the Dunkeld 

Unit hosted an Afternoon Tea in honour of David 

Gordon and Heather Hampton on Sunday 3 March 

2024. 

 

Along with many friends from the community, and 

their families, we were joined by Tim Wiebusch, 

VICSES Chief Officer Operations from Melbourne 

and Stephen McDowell, VICSES Operations Manager, 

Unit Support who’d paid tribute to David and Heathers 

contribution. 

 

Here is what Tim had to say about the event. 

 

“My absolute privilege and pleasure to be at SES 

Dunkeld Unit on Sunday afternoon to celebrate the 

significant commitment by some of the Dunkeld team 

to their community and VICSES.  

 

In particular recognising two special members within 

the Unit who have given so much over 30 years 

(Heather who is retiring from SES) and over 40 Years 

(David) who is still actively serving. 

 

Well done to UC Brad, Lee-anne, Kerryn and team for 

a great event that brought the town together including 

our emergency services partners to celebrate. Not too 

many Units have the vista of the likes of the 

Grampians from their driveway”. 

David Gordon, Tim        Heather Hampton,                   Heather Hampton, Tim 
Wiebusch and                       Tim Wiebusch and                  Wiebusch and Stephen 
Stephen McDowell                Stephen McDowell                  McDowell with SES  
                    Dunkeld Unit Controller, 

              Bradley  Bowe 

 

David Gordon, wife, Beryl and family                Heather Hampton, husband David  
              and family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                David Gordon, Heather Hampton, Tim Wiebusch and Stephen McDowell                 
                with members of the SES Dunkeld Unit 

 
David Gordon 
A foundation member of the Dunkeld SES Unit, David 
joined in 1982, and remains a member today.   

mailto:droulton72@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/dunkeldses?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW0P85We3tsUOy9fnLRvCpKSYIZ2appBPftdRyKL52iaNSJArZl-fxFyONv2-IlIk-9yHSPzyAg8GTu5uMMGdgmwY8YXVSRVP1WWei3cZNN4AGFefvmr1xpT8BJoxrSVMgrIG8caBkxOwqjpmbAUQYMNk_9_wOvkBxBpc0uKN_77eie-YMyg2RKOFKA0nTnfsU&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/dunkeldses?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW0P85We3tsUOy9fnLRvCpKSYIZ2appBPftdRyKL52iaNSJArZl-fxFyONv2-IlIk-9yHSPzyAg8GTu5uMMGdgmwY8YXVSRVP1WWei3cZNN4AGFefvmr1xpT8BJoxrSVMgrIG8caBkxOwqjpmbAUQYMNk_9_wOvkBxBpc0uKN_77eie-YMyg2RKOFKA0nTnfsU&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/brad.bowe.1?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZW0P85We3tsUOy9fnLRvCpKSYIZ2appBPftdRyKL52iaNSJArZl-fxFyONv2-IlIk-9yHSPzyAg8GTu5uMMGdgmwY8YXVSRVP1WWei3cZNN4AGFefvmr1xpT8BJoxrSVMgrIG8caBkxOwqjpmbAUQYMNk_9_wOvkBxBpc0uKN_77eie-YMyg2RKOFKA0nTnfsU&__tn__=-%5DK-R
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In over 40 years’ service, David has attended many requests 
for assistance, including a number of significant road rescue 
events. Awarded the National Medal in 1998 for diligent 
service, he has since received the first and second clasp of 
this medal. (2008 and 2019)  
 
David is a past secretary, team leader and maintenance 
officer and was awarded Life Membership of the Dunkeld 
SES Unit in 2004.   
 
A quiet achiever, David has been a constant and reliable 
member and mentor in over 40 years of service, taking 
responsibility for equipment maintenance and playing a key 
role in facility maintenance and improvements.  
 
Also a member of the CFA for over 60 years. David was the 
CFA representative on the Shire of Mount Rouse Disaster 
Committee in 1971, which later became the newly formed 
Dunkeld SES Unit. He was awarded Life membership of the 
Dunkeld CFA Brigade in 2011.  
 
David’s volunteer activities and contribution to his community 
extend well beyond emergency services.    
A founding member and Life Member of the Dunkeld 
Historical Museum, holding positions including Vice 
President and Museum Senior Advisor.  
 
As a past member of the Dunkeld Cemetery Trust for over 
15 years, David regularly assisted with maintenance and 
other duties, and recorded photos of every tombstone in both 
the old and new cemeteries to help preserve history and 
improve record keeping.  
 
David’s passion for preserving local history also led to him 
becoming a member of the Sawmill Restoration Group.  
 
David’s service to his community was further recognised, 
when he was the recipient of the 2022 Wannon Emergency 
Service Volunteer of the Year Award, presented by the 
Honourable Dan Teehan, MP.  
Today, we would like to formally present David with his 40 
Year Service award, and thank him for his service.  
  

(Volunteers seldom 
work in isolation. I 
am sure that David 
would like to 
acknowledge the 
ongoing support 
and sacrifices of his 
wife Beryl and 
family in enabling 
him to serve his 
community in the 
emergency services 

sector for over 60 years.)  
 
Heather Hampton 
Heather joined Dunkeld SES Unit in 1989.  
It is fair to say that SES was a family affair for the 
Hamptons’.    

• Heather joined husband David, who served from 1982 to 
2016, including over 17 years as Unit controller.  

• Heather and David’s daughter Bev joined in 1982, and 
was an active member until 2011. 

• In 2006, Bev’s husband Jason joined, serving until 
2012.  

 
By my reckoning, that makes over 91 years of combined 
service by the extended Hampton family as SES Volunteers, 
and many more with CFA and other local community 
groups.  

  

Before resigning in 2021, Heather held a number of 
positions, including Unit Officer and Communications Officer, 
which she held for 27 years.  One of my favourite Heather 
stories was when she would be up all night, running the unit 
out of her loungeroom, in her Pyjamas, with only a land-line 
phone.  No modern communication devices back then. 
 

She also held most competencies, including Road Rescue 
and 4WD operator.  
 

Awarded the National Medal for diligent service in 2005 
Heather also received the first clasp in 2016, Heather was 
also the recipient of the VICSES long service medal 
representing 30 years’ service.  
  

In recognition of her dedication and commitment to her 
community as a Dunkeld SES Volunteer, Heather has also 
been awarded Life Membership of Dunkeld SES Unit  
  

Today, we would like 
to acknowledge and 
thank Heather for 
over 30 years of 
service to her 
community and also 
acknowledge over 91 
years of combined 
service by the 
extended Hampton 
family. 

 
Unit Activity 
Upcoming Dunkeld Unit training days. 
All Dunkeld Unit members to attend, if possible. 
We will agree a start time that suits most. We try to start on 
time, so please come early, have a chat and meet other 
members: 

• Monday 18 March at 7.00pm. 

• Monday 25 March at 7.00pm. 
 
New Members – Join Us 
 

 
 
From floods, storms, search and rescue, road crash rescue, 
manning phones, catering and much more – there’s a 
position for everyone at VICSES Dunkeld Unit, and anyone 
can make a valuable contribution 
 
Each of our volunteers receives accredited, recognised 
training as part of their role, ranging from first aid, general 
rescue, chainsaw operations, community education, media 
training and much more. 
 
Volunteer roles include responding to storms, rescue boat 
crew, community engagement, administration, marketing, 
search and rescue, unit support (maintenance, fixing 
equipment etc), road crash rescue, managing units and roles 
for Juniors (15 – 18 years) to name a few. 
 
Junior members are entitled to complete the same level of 
training and receive the same Personal Protective Clothing 
and Equipment as other members, and are able to attend 
some operational activities under supervision. 
For more information on how you can Volunteer for the 
Community contact Dunkeld Unit Controller, Brad Bowe, 
0418 353 292 or email 
bradley.bowe@members.ses.vic.gov.au 
 
Thank you to the local community for your ongoing support. 
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NEWS 

 
Clay and Sip!  
Our Skills Session Series for February was 
Clay and Sip, and it was awesome! 

 
A little sipping, a bit of learning, a lot of chatter and a handful 
of airdry clay turned into all sorts of lovely things!  From 
balloon bowls, to coil bowls, to little birds, everyone’s 
imagination was on fire. 
 
Lovely to meet some new people to town, and have a very 
relaxing couple of hours. 
 
Thanks to the ladies and gent that joined in. 
 
Our Skills Series Sessions are on the last Sunday of every 
month.  Entry is by donation, however small or big, so 
everyone can be included.  Would love to see more locals at 
the next one! 

 

COMING UP AT OTR Dunkeld 
We would like to thank the people of Dunkeld, and 
surrounds, for their support in 2024. 
Skills Session Series – Easter Workshop.  Sunday, 24 
March 2024    2.00pm – 4.00pm 
 
This March we have had to move our Skills Session Series 
to the second last Sunday of the month due to Easter falling 
on the last Sunday. 
 
We will be needle felting Easter Eggs, Bunnies and Carrots 
for gifts, as well as making Vintage Easter Cards.  Everyone 
welcome, all ages, entry by donation, whatever you can 
afford. 

 
Skills Session Series – Visible Mending with Marty - 
Mend your Winter Woollies and Denim 
Sunday, 24 March 2024 – 2.00pm to 4.00pm 
Get ready for creative mending - bring along your woollies 
and denim and give your clothes a second chance in time for 
winter. Sustainable, fun, great conversations and learn some 
new skills along the way. Entry is by donation on the day, 

however small 
or big, any age. 
 
 
 

 

 

Garden Design Drawing Workshop with Kirsty Williams 
Sunday 2 June 2024 – 10.00am to 2.00pm 
If you love the idea of producing a hand-drawn (yes, you 
can) garden design for your place but maybe skipped 
drafting at school then this might be the workshop for you!  
Together we'll work our way through the basics of birds-eye 
base mapping, scale, representing design elements 
pictorially and rendering while you work towards producing 
your own design. 
 
All materials and equipment included, tea and coffee 
provided, BYO lunch. 
 

Kirsty Williams is a mother, grower, 
facilitator, permaculture designer and 
maker living on Girai Wurrung country in 
South Western Victoria. With a 
background in Horticulture, she 
completed her Permaculture Design 
Courses in early 2020. To quote Kirsty 
after completing her PDC  “I instantly felt 

as though all the little scraps of my life 
had been stitched together and handed 
to me in the most beautiful of quilts. So 
special!” She lives and work on a 4 acre 
off-grid property with her business 
Growing Home Permaculture and is 
looking forward to sharing her 
permaculture adventures with everyone 

as we learn and grow together. 
MORE DETAILS TO COME! 
 
VanGOgh Travelling Art - Every Monday 
VanGOgh is a weekly mobile children’s art program, bringing 
country children the opportunity to get creative in their own 
town and building an Art Club community. Mobile Art Club is 
at Off The Rails Mondays 4.30pm – 6.00pm. To secure a 
spot for your mini Master or for more information, contact 
Shelley via Facebook “Vangogh travelling art club”, email 
vangoghartclub@gmail.com or phone 0488 712 937. 
Monday » Dunkeld 
Tuesday Hamilton middles - Year 3 - 5 
Wednesday » Penshurst 
Thursday Hamilton seniors – V - 6 
 

Snapshot of what else is coming up. 
 
Brit Gow – April and May 2024 

• Gelatin plate Monoprinting. 

• Beginners Linocut.  

• Linoprint on Fabric. 
MORE INFO TO COME. 
 

ABOUT US!  
Off The Rails Dunkeld is a voluntary, community-run Not-
For-Profit Organisation, dedicated to facilitating arts, 
educational, creative and cultural opportunities for locals and 
the wider community in the beautiful heritage Dunkeld 
Railway Station. 
Community spaces play a crucial role in providing residents 
with a sense of belonging and identity. They offer a place for 
people to connect, socialise and engage in activities, 
fostering a sense of community spirit and shared purpose. 
This space is for everyone, so if you want to get involved let 
us know, or just come along! 
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HIRE THE SPACE! 
Got an idea you’d like to run with to use this lovely space? 
Want to run a workshop, a class, share some skills, host a 
community event or just hang with your club in a cool space?  
The rental market is still completely affordable at OTR! 
Feel free to contact us on otrdunkeld@gmail.com or Kerryn 
on 0405 385 359. 
 
SUPPORT US! 
Off the Rail Dunkeld 2024 Memberships are now due! 
Membership is super important to us!  It not only helps us 
keep the lights going and water running, but small 
community spaces like Off the Rails Dunkeld play a crucial 
role in fostering a sense of belonging, connection, and 
mutual support among established and new residents and 
families in small towns.  
 
These intimate environments provide a platform for residents 
to engage in meaningful interactions, share common 
interests, and build relationships that contribute to the overall 
well-being of the community. They serve as hubs for cultural 
exchange, collaborative initiatives, and grassroots efforts, 
allowing community members to actively participate in 
shaping their shared environment.  
 
On a support level, spaces like OTR Dunkeld often provide a 
safe space, provide company for those that live alone, offer 
new opportunities and learning for our kids, and offer 
engagement opportunities for older residents.  They aid in 
creating a cohesive and resilient community fabric that 
enhances the quality of life for everyone involved. 
 
What’s in it for you? 

• You get to contribute to the sustainability and 
maintenance of the historic Old Dunkeld Railway 
Station. 

• You get to support community-led initiatives. 

• It gives you the opportunity to get involved in the Off the 
Rails Committee and actively participate and contribute 
to the well-being of the community. 

• Your contribution keeps hire rates low for events, artists, 
makers, groups, and others in our community and 
around the region. 

• You offer our community the opportunity to engage in 
workshops, events, initiatives, learning new skills, 
nurturing our kids and your youth, music, and 
community connection. 

  
To renew your membership, or join Off the Rails Dunkeld, 
please consider making a $10 donation by direct deposit or 
drop into the Dunkeld Bendigo Bank branch: 
  
Off the Rails Dunkeld 
BSB:  633-000 
Account Number: 155 271 299 
  
If you have already renewed, we look forward to another 
amazing year with you! 
 
Thank you. 
Off the Rails, Dunkeld Committee 

 
HAMILTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
 
Award winning children’s show ‘Wilbur the Optical 
Whale’ is coming to HPAC! 
Wilbur The Optical Whale: Saturday 23 March at 11.00am 

 
The inclusive theatre company is 
set to delight audiences with a 
show about celebrating everyone 
as they are. 
 

Accessible theatre company indelabilityarts is bringing the 
children’s show “Wilbur the Optical Whale” to Hamilton 
Performing Arts Centre on Saturday 23 March at 11.00am. 
The Brisbane-based company, who employ disabled and 
neurodivergent artists to create works that celebrate 
difference, is excited for “Wilbur the Optical Whale” to make 
its debut at Hamilton Performing Arts Centre. The 
performance follows its win at the 2022 Matilda Awards for 
Best Independent Production.    
Based on the book by Karen Lee-Roberts, ‘Wilbur the Optical 
Whale’ tells the story of a glasses-wearing whale named 
Wilbur who, along with his best friend Cecil the Shark, 
encourages children to accept everyone just as they are. The 
story takes place under the sea, where the audience goes on 
an immersive journey to engage with the environment 
around them. 
 
Collaborating with Flipside Circus, the show utilises various 
forms of artistic expression including circus, stunning visuals, 
vivid music and interactive games to take the audience on a 
deep-sea sensory dive to meet Wilbur and his cheeky 
friends. 
  
Described as “the most heartwarming show you’ll see all 
year” by Kids in Adelaide, the show’s message about 
friendship and acceptance has resonated with audiences 
across Australia. 
 
The play has already been heralded for shining the spotlight 
on inclusion for neurodiverse artists, with Fringeworld Perth 
saying, “Every kid with a disability will have something to 
relate to, every kid who knows a kid with a disability in their 
class, every kid that’s been bullied or is a bully should see it, 
and every kid who laughs at fart jokes… so, every kid!”. 
 
Tickets: 
Adult $25.00    Concession $20.00    12-18 Years $20.00 
Under 12 Years $15.00 
 

 
 

           ROLL UP, ROLL UP!            

ELMO'S CIRCUS DREAM IS COMING TO TOWN! 
Thursday 21 March  10:30am and 1:00pm 
Join Elmo and his friends Abby, Cookie Monster, Grover, 
Bert, and Ernie here at HPAC on Thursday 21 March at the 
must see show full of laughter, acrobatics and imagination! 
The show bursts into high energy as the talented cast sings 
and dances to the iconic Sesame Street theme song, but 
with a twist - they are embarking on an exciting adventure to 
the circus! With their vibrant costumes and catchy tunes, 
they express their deep desire to join the circus and become 
part of its magical experience. 
 

From the Lions Den 
L Liberty 
I Intelligence 
O Our 
N Nations 
S Safety 
 
If we worry too much about ourselves, we won’t have time for 
others. Mother Teresa 
 
A nice Lions story: 
More than 15 000 children will benefit annually from the Izmir 
Pergamon Lions Club (Turkey) and International Lions 
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because of the purchase of advanced eye equipment for the 
only children’s hospital in Turkey. 
 
One of those things you really had to know: 
Doctor Lillian Cooper (died 1947) was the first female doctor 
in Queensland. She had trained at the London School of 
Medicine and graduated in medicine and surgery in 1891. 
 
Thank you for the advice, driver: 
Most of you by now would have seen the new double decker 
bus in Hamilton. Well, recently it was hired to take various 
local bowling teams to the South Australia-Victoria Border 
Championships held at various border clubs over a five-day 
period. 
 
Our driver, Dennis, picked up the first team, Dunkeld, but 
advised them to stay on the lower deck. He told them that 
because of the state of the roads in Victoria it would be a 
smoother ride than in the top deck. He also told them that the 
next days travel would be in South Australia where the roads 
are better and it would be their turn to use the upper deck. 
 
When we heard this Gus said, “Yeah, the roads in Victoria 
are only third world standard.” 
Skeeta said, “Third world nothing, goat tracks more like it.” 
 
So, the Dunkeld crew stayed on the bottom deck and the 
next stop was Penshurst. The Penshurst crew jumped 
onboard and straight upstairs. The bus moved off and after 
awhile Cat wanted to talk to his mate, Don from Penshurst so 
he went up the stairs. Don was seated near the front so Cat 
went down the aisle. As he did this he noticed how quiet it 
was with no-one speaking. He then saw that all the men 
were gripping the religion bar on the back of the seat in front 
of them. They were gripping it so tightly that their knuckles 
were white, and they all had a wide-eyed look of fear on their 
faces. 
 
As he neared the front of the bus he heard the man sitting in 
the front seat yell out, “Hang on, we have a left hand bend 
coming up and then a right hand bend.” 
 
Don yelled out, “I’m not worried about these bends, I’m 
worried about Breakneck Corner.” 
There was a loud groan from the other passengers. 
 
At this stage Cat reached where Don was sitting and said, 
“Don, this is a good way to get there.” 
Don said, “It’s all right for you downstairs Cat, you have a 
driver.” 
Peter Hinchey 

 

Garden Notes – March 
Main vegetable plantings for March 
are cabbage, cauliflower, broccoli, 

carrots, parsnip, turnip, silverbeet, 
celery; also, early plantings of peas and 

broad beans. 
 
The combination of warm daytime temperatures and cool 
often dewy nights in March can encourage mildew (a white 
powdery deposit and general decline of the plant) to appear 
on some vegetables especially parsnips and the pumpkin 
group. Removal of damaged leaves and avoidance of 
overhead watering will usually control this problem. 
 
One reader has asked about the control of harlequin bugs. 
These small orange-red and black beetles can damage both 
ornamental and vegetable plants by sucking sap from them. 
The first step to control them is to ensure that there are no 
hiding places in your garden e.g. weed growth, timber fences 
or garden edges are also good cover for them. As well, they 
are attracted to hollyhock plants and marshmallow weeds. 

Pouring boiling water in a spray bottle which breaks down 
their waxy coating causing them to dehydrate and die. Also 
they are attracted to raw meat bones which can then be 
dunked into a container of hot water. 
 
Most potato crops should now be  
Ready for harvest When digging your crop, take care not to 
damage the tubers as this will greatly reduce their storage 
life. Store clean dry undamaged potatoes in a cool, dark, dry 
position and they will keep for several months. 
 
March is the traditional time to plant sweet peas so that you 
will enjoy a very colourful display in spring. They require an 
open sunny position with a fence or trellis for support. 
 
Spent flowers in agapanthus plants should be removed and 
placed inside your red lid rubbish bins so that they will be 
buried deep in land fill and not cause any future 
environmental problems. 
 
Autumn leaves will soon start to fall, please do not waste this 
very valuable garden resource by throwing them away, 
instead use them as mulch or put into your compost bin or 
heap. 
 
Happy gardening! 
Stephen Hughan, Ararat Nursery – phone: 5352 1123 
 

DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH 
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men 
and women to be members and renew their 
membership to ensure the future of the RSL 
locally. Membership renewal for 2024 is 
$40.00 per person. If you are a relative of ex-

service men or women, you can also join the RSL. Affiliate 
memberships are also available to members of emergency 
services (police, fire brigade, CFA, ambulance and/or SES). 
By becoming a member of the RSL, you will enjoy the 
privilege of having joined one of Australia's oldest and most 
revered organisations and supporting your local RSL Sub-
Branch. An organisation committed to selfless service on 
behalf of the nation, which is dedicated to honouring those 
who have served our nation through military service, and that 
focuses on the care of veterans and their dependants. 
Application forms are available from the Secretary/Treasurer, 
Terrie Nicholson on 0487 416 971. 
 
Gunner: Dogs have always been part of the history of 
warfare, for man’s best friend is a friend indeed if he sticks 
with him in times of peril. Many canine companions earned 
enormous respect from their human counterparts in various 
conflicts ― some were even given medals. Others went 
mostly undocumented in honourable lists although that does 
not mean they were forgotten. 
 
Such is the story of Gunner, an Australian Kelpie dog that 
helped save many lives with his extraordinary sense of 
hearing. Gunner was found hiding and wounded in an all but 
destroyed mess hall after Darwin Air Force Base was 
attacked by the Japanese in February 1942. 
The Battle of Darwin was the single largest attack on 

Australian soil during WWII. A 
group of 242 Japanese aircraft 
bombed the small town in which a 
strategically important Allied base 
and harbor were located. The 
Japanese Royal Air Force delivered 
a striking blow to Australian military 
personnel in two separate raids. 
They destroyed 30 aircraft, mostly 
on the ground, and sank 11 ships. 
The town of Darwin also suffered 
significant damage as well with a 
number of civilian casualties. 
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Within the rage and fury of the battle, the six-month-old 
shepherd dog was frantically trying to stay alive, while the 
noise of Japanese bombers and ground attack planes nearly 
drove him mad. 
 
When he was found, after the attack, he had a broken leg 
and a look on his face which described all the horrors of 
witnessing a bombing. The dog was hurt, desperate and 
terrified. He was taken to a field hospital where the doctor 
protested, stating he could not give him any assistance 
without having a name. Immediately, he was given a name 
and a serial number ― Gunner, 0000. That was how Gunner 
officially joined the Royal Australian Air Force. 
 
Leading Aircraftman Percy Westcott, who was among the 
airmen who found and took care of the dog, became his 
owner and handler. During the first months, Gunner was 
deeply shaken by the trauma of the bombing, which made 
him unfriendly and sometimes aggressive, but he soon 
began to respond to the care he was given. 
 
Gunner lived up to his name. It only took a few weeks for him 
to demonstrate his skills. One day, while the airport at 
Darwin was being reconstructed, Gunner became agitated, 
jumping about, barking and whining. Soon after, the sound of 
aircraft engines was heard, while a Japanese attack 
formation once again flooded the sky above Darwin. 
The Japanese once more surprised the Australians, but this 
time with fewer casualties and damage. The airmen of 
Darwin connected the dots and realized a pattern between 
Gunner’s shift of behaviour and the bombing raid. The next 
time the Japanese decided to attack Darwin, their luck had 
run out. More than 20 minutes before their arrival, Gunner 
had already sounded the alarm. For the first time, the 
Australians were ready to repel the attack. 
It became apparent that Gunner’s hearing was so good he 
could recognize approaching enemy aircraft. He gained the 
trust of all the men on the base, for whenever he headed for 
cover, whining and squealing, they knew a Japanese attack 
was imminent, even though it was not yet visible on the 
radar. 
 
He correctly distinguished the different sound of Allied 
aircraft and that of the Japanese, without ever making a 
single mistake. His trait was taken very seriously in a time of 
war. Wing Commander McFarlane even issued an order by 
which a portable air raid siren was to be activated whenever 
Gunner showed his well-known signs of alert. 
His role was regarded as pivotal in defending Darwin’s 
airport and harbor. Gunner was well-accepted and loved 
among the men ― he slept under his caretaker’s bed, 
showered with the soldiers and watched movies with them 
during rest and recuperation. He even accompanied the 
pilots during their practice take-offs. 
 
In 1943, Westcott, who was responsible for Gunner’s 
wellbeing, was transferred to Melbourne. The dog-alarm was 
placed under the supervision and care of the company’s 
butcher. 
Whether he survived the war remains unclear, for apart from 
the legend which grew around him, Gunner’s existence was 
rarely mentioned in the official military documents of the 
time. 
It is hoped that he lived long enough to see the end of the 
largest military conflict in human history and that he was 
taken care of in time of peace as he was in the war.¹ 
 
¹https://www.warhistoryonline.com/instant-articles/story-gunner-australian-
shepherd.html 

 

 
 
 

A Summer Sortie  
By Marion Colton 
 
My being restricted during this hot, fire-prone weather, is 
craving for a time in the bush. So, I leave early in the cool of 
the morning, enjoying the freedom of walking and the 
exercise in the refreshing breeze. A breeze at this time of the 
year can be a two-edged sword: it brings the body 
temperature down very pleasantly, but it can also drive 
flames before it at a rapid pace. 
 
Wurgarri’s summit is silvered by the morning sun, the sky a 
cloudless blue beyond. More distant peaks are a haze of 
pastel blue. The diverse greens of tree canopies contrast 
greatly with the grasses, sometimes a pale gold, sometimes 
platinum, sometimes bleached beige with a coppery tinge. 
Blue, green and gold, the colours of an inland summer. Not 
much is flowering at this time of year in the forest: a few 
eucalypts, the odd Ixodia achillaeoides, with its pretty, white, 
papery flowers; a few yellow blooms hiding amongst the 
leaves of Goodenia ovata, and the drying, shrivelling flowers 
of Leptospermum juniperinum, a short time ago so fresh and 
dazzling white. 
 
Many shrubs have been hit by the heat. Some, such as 
Calytrix alpestris, appear to be quite dead. Standing out in 
the is dry environment are the sharp, strappy, vivid green 
leaves of Thatch Saw-Sedge, Gahnia radula. This plant is 
now bearing deep, chocolate-brown seed heads bending 
demurely towards the earth. It seems to thrive at this time 
year, growing under the trees, often where nothing else will 
grow. 
 
Some patches on the downward spur are now dusty, great, 
bare soil, sometimes where kangaroos have been lying, but 
often where the tiny prostrate plants, such as the Lobelia 
species, have disappeared with the heat and lack of 
moisture. Interestingly, I noticed several clumps of green, 
round stemmed rushes growing in one of these bare areas 
and discovered they were Ficinia nodosa, Knobby Club 
Rush, which I wasn’t aware was growing on the slopes. 
 
I sit for a while on a huge, ancient, River Red Gum stump in 
the shade of nearby eucalypts and acacias. At this time of 
morning the eastern sun casts long shadows across the 
earth, eagerly sought by me. I gaze at the open space before 
me, the river flats of the Wannon, now various shades of 
gold. Even the Cyperaceae in the middle seem a dull gold 
from this angle. I look at the lofty River Red Gums lining the 
meandering banks, at the moment quite motionless, very 
still, silent sentinels, and my eyes fill with tears of love for this 
land. I feel its ancientness, its caring. Its vibes are strong. 
Today, the earth is thirsty, as always in summer. Perhaps it’s 
the earth’s resting time. I see the depleting river waters. How 
precious water is to life! 
 
A Painted Lady flutters past. Another hovers around the 
base of the stump. Earlier on the track, I was surrounded by 
them, fluttering so daintily, hovering over bracken, alighting 
on leaves or resting on the track. Two settle on the dried 
grasses and mosses at my feet, closing their wings, hiding 
their bright colours. Are they depositing eggs or just resting? 
They don’t stay long and fly away. 
 
And I too, must homeward fly. 
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        James Mooney 
 

Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving. 
 

Free Quotes 
All sized jobs. 

A high standard of work guaranteed 
 

Call James today on   0409428500 
ABN: 70 277 115 304 

 

 

landscape,  

still life 

and contemporary  

oil paintings 
 

 
open 10-4 most days  

or phone 0437 944 582 

225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294 

prints and cards available 
www.grampiansart.com.au 

http://www.grampiansart.com.au/


15 

 

 
 

 

Dine In 

Takeaway 

Licensed premises 

Takeaway alcohol 

Catering Available 

Large group bookings welcome!!! 

(Seat up to 50 inside) 

Menu choices, something for everyone 

including 

GF, Vegan and Vegetarian options 
 

SPECIALITY NIGHTS 

TUESDAY - Parma Night $20 

WEDNESDAY - Steak Night $30 
(Free pot of beer or soft drink when dining in) 

THURSDAY - Burger Night $18 

Or Steak Sandwich $20 

 

Freshly made in house Pizzas 

Available daily from 5.00pm 

 

Takeaway Family Packs 

Pizza Bundle – 2 x pizzas, Garlic bread 

& 1.25L soft drink $45 

(Speciality pizzas not included) 

Fish & Chips Bundle - 4 x pieces of fish 

Chips and salad $40 

 

Coffee, Tea, milkshakes, soft drink, etc 

Cakes, slices biscuits 

Coffee & Slice deal $10 

 

Free home delivery service  

from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld  

town boundary only 

(minimum spend $20) 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday to Sunday – Open from 10.30am 

Lunch – 11.00am to 2.00pm 

Dinner 5.00pm to 8.00pm 

(Closing times for dinner may vary) 

 

 

109 Parker Street Dunkeld 

Phone: 5577 2288 

sturgeonviewcafedunkeld@gmail.com 
 

 

 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld 

Freshly baked artisan bread, baguettes,  

croissants, muffins, quiches, gourmet pies, 

sausage rolls,  

cakes and a delicious menu. 

Thursday    8:30am – 2:00pm  

             

Friday   8:30am - 2:00pm 

 

Saturday     8:30am – 2:00pm 

 

Sunday    8:30am – 2:00pm 

 

Monday    Closed 

 

Tuesday    Closed 

 

Wednesday       Closed 
 

         
 

www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 
 

Orders: 0419 108 919 
 

Accommodation: 0447 857 337 
 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld, Vic, 3294 

Bakery: 5556 3606   

 

Email: info@dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 

 

 

http://www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au/
about:blank
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTION AND 
DISTRIBUTION DATES FOR 2024 

Please note that the closing date for the Community 
Newsletter is 6.00pm on the Friday before the distribution 
date, as listed in the below table.  
Please forward your content to Mrs Gaylene Raymond – 
email: gfraymond@bigpond.com  
 
Issue Cut-off Date Distribution Date 
4 Fri 22 March Wed 27 March 
        EASTER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
5 Fri 12 April Wed 17 April 
6 Fri 26 April Wed 1 May 
7 Fri 10 May Wed 15 May 
8 Fri 24 May Wed 29 May 
9 Fri   7 June Wed 12 June 
10 Fri 21 June Wed 26 June 
        JUNE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
11 Fri 12 July Wed 17 July 
12 Fri 26 July Wed 31 July 
13 Fri  9 August Wed 14 August 
14 Fri 23 August Wed 28 August 
15 Fri  6 September Wed 11 September 
        SEPTEMBER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
16 Fri  4 October Wed 9 October  
17 Fri 18 October Wed 23 October 
18 Fri  1 November Wed  6 November 
19 Fri 15 November Wed 20 November 
20 Fri 29 November Wed 4 December 
21 Fri 13 December Wed 18 December 

LAST ISSUE  
FOR 2024

mailto:gfraymond@bigpond.com
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