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                 DUNKELD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
                         We are a Child Safe School and we will protect all children at all times. 

                                              93 Victoria Valley Road, DUNKELD   VIC   3294 

                                                               Phone: (03) 5577 2384   Fax: (03) 5577 2540 

                                                               Email: dunkeld.cs@education.vic.gov.au 

                                                         Website: www.dunkeld.vic.edu.au 

 
 

 

 

 FROM Mrs Angela Field, Principal… 
 

The 2024 school year has started well with students settling into their new classrooms with their new teachers with great enthusiasm. Our 
Learning to Learn Program (Growing to be our Best) combined well with our wonderful swimming program, where I continue to express 
gratitude for the expertise of Jen and Lea McArthur. We will present a ‘thank-you’ gift to them at the Special Assembly at the end of term.  
 
We are holding our Easter Hot Cross Bun family gathering on Wednesday 27 March at 8:15am, another opportunity to encourage families 
to visit the school, the final Special Assembly for Term 1 will follow at 9:10am. Please make sure you have ordered/RSVP via XUNO.  
 
Staffing update 
Mrs Jackie Mibus is now teaching PE (Grade 2 to 6) on Mondays. I am teaching Prep/1 PE on Mondays. Students are asked to wear their 
sports clothes and runners each Monday.  
 
School Review  
Our School Review is now complete, with the reviewer’s report due hopefully at the beginning of Term Two. From here the School 
Strategic plan is written (2024 - 2028). Thank you to Rachel Blackwell, our School Council President, for her role in the Review; I know the 
reviewer was pleased with Rachel’s input and insights into our school.   
 
NAPLAN 
Wednesday 13 March – to Monday 25 March 2024  
Year 3 and 5 students have completed NAPLAN for 2024. This year all assessments were online, except for Year 3 Writing. Thanks to 
Dee-Anne Raymond, Jackie McShane and Jackie Mibus for their coordination of these assessments.  
 
 

Newsletter No. 2 – Wednesday 20 March 2024                                                                                                                                             
 

                                         MARCH 2024 
• Monday  18 NATIONAL ESMART WEEK - Monday 18 to Friday 22 March. 

• Wednesday 20 School Review – Panel Day. 

• Thursday  21 NATIONAL HARMONY WEEK 18 to 22 March – National Harmony Day is Thursday 21 March and staff  
and students are encouraged to wear ‘a touch of orange’.  

• Friday  22 Greater Western Regional Swimming Championships at Horsham Memorial Swimming Pool. 
National Ride2School Day. 

• Monday  25 RCH Good Friday Appeal Easter Raffle tickets and monies are due in today. 

• Tuesday   26 SGSSA District Athletics Sports Day (for Year 3 to 6 students) will be held at Mitchell Park, Hamilton.  
(Prep to Year 2 students will attend school as normal and school buses will run as usual for these 
students). 
School Council Meeting No 1 commencing at 7.30pm in the staffroom. 

• Wednesday  27 SRC Easter Hot Cross Bun Morning and cuppa commencing at 8.15am. Gold coin donation. Students are  
encouraged to wear 'a touch of Easter'. Some fun Easter activities for the children will be held on the day. 
Special Assembly commencing at 9.10am in the school hall.  
RCH Good Friday Appeal Easter Raffle will be drawn at the assembly. 

• Thursday              28 LAST DAY OF TERM 1 – EARLY DISMISSAL AT 2.30pm – school buses will run one hour earlier in  
the afternoon. 

• Friday  29 GOOD FRIDAY Public Holiday. 
 

APRIL 2024 
• Monday   1 EASTER MONDAY Public Holiday. 

• Thursday  11 School Bulb Fundraiser – online orders close today: www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/DUNKELDCS 

• Monday  15 FIRST DAY OF TERM 2. 

• Thursday  25 ANZAC DAY Public Holiday. 
 

MAY 2024 
• Wednesday  1  Smile Squad Dental Technicians – follow-up fluoride varnish treatment. 

• Thursday   2 Smile Squad Dental Technicians – follow-up fluoride varnish treatment. 
                                              Caulfield Grammar School Music students visit and performance. 

• Friday   3 Year 6 GRIP Leadership Conference in Ballarat. 

• Monday   6 Year 3/4 Sovereign Hill Camp. 

• Tuesday   7 Year 3/4 Sovereign Hill Camp. 

• Wednesday  8 SGSSA Cross Country Championships at Tarrington. 

• Friday  10    National Walk Safely to School Day. 
• Wednesday 15 Annual School Photos. 

• Wednesday 22  National Simultaneous Storytime – Bowerbird Blues. 
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Curriculum 
Staff Professional Learning – This semester our teaching staff are engaging with various Professional Learning modules and meetings. As 
a school we are involved in the Wimmera South West region professional learning communities for numeracy and literacy. Staff have 
engaged in some excellent learning already this year and have returned to school to share with all staff. Teachers have commenced a 
Writing Traits Masterclass series of modules and in term two we will be looking closely at student writing and moderation.  
 
Sport 
A busy term once again with many swimming events taking place and our SGSSA athletics event next Tuesday 26 March at Mitchell Park, 
Hamilton. The SGSSA schools voted to appoint two co-ordinators at the end of 2023, to organise and manage our events across the year: 
swimming, athletics and cross country. Narelle Frichot and Lea McArthur accepted the roles and have been working brilliantly together to 
conduct the events. They co-ordinate all levels of sport from district, zone and regional. All schools have been most appreciative of these 
new roles, shifting the workload from staff within schools. Dunkeld hosted the SGSSA Swimming at the Dunkeld Swimming Pool, another 
great event and wonderful to utilise our local pool.  
 
SAKG Program 
Students in their classes have been busy discussing and planning what we would like to grow in our school garden. We are working with 
Monique Sobey, Healthy Kids Advisor — Southern Grampians for the Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Foundation. As part of this 
program Monique has supplied seedlings for us to plant. We have also had volunteers, Jen McArthur and Kaye Wraith reorganise and 
clean out the garden shed, ready for Term Two. A timetable for kitchen classes has been created, with each class having at least two 
cooking sessions per term. Jackie McShane has done a wonderful job of leading and co-ordinating the SAKG program. 
 
SRC and Student Voice  
Our Year 6 students have been amazing in their roles for Term One. Our leadership hour on Mondays has been most productive, and their 
enthusiasm a highlight. The SRC are planning Easter activities for the whole school on Wednesday 27  March and look forward to hosting 
the school community at the Hot Cross Bun Morning. Our sports captains are planning some lunchtime activities to begin in Term Two. 
The school captains have dived headfirst into their roles, organising the assembly agenda and our new PowerPoint display. 
 

Ange Field, Principal       
 
 

                                                                  SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS  
 
Special Assembly on Friday 1 March 2024 
 
 

Class Captain Reports were presented by George Heazlewood, Abigail Welsh, Sam Parkinson and Charlotte Blackwell. 
Staff also presented Honour Certificates. 

Honour Certificates 
 

  Friday 1 March 2024                                                                                Friday 15 March 2024                                                                                                                   
  Prep/Year 1:  Dougie Clark and Billy Gaylard.                                     Prep/Year 1:  Connie Scholfield and Henry Armytage.   
  Year 2:           Nixon Gerring and Annabelle Beveridge.   Year 2:           Maxi Bubb and Spencer Cant-McKindlay.                                                                                      
  Year 3/4:        Dempsey Gerring and Jude Rush.                                     Year 3/4:        Xavier Macgugan and Michaela Roache. 
  Year 5/6:        Audrey Black and Olivia Balkin.                                          Year 5/6:       Grace Macgugan and Henrietta Patterson.  
 
 

HOT CROSS BUN MORNING on Wednesday 27 March   

 
On Wednesday 27 March at 8:15am we are looking forward to you joining us for the Hot Cross Bun Morning. We 

encourage parents to come for a cup of tea or coffee and it would be lovely if students wore ‘a touch of 

Easter’. During the day, the SRC have planned to hold an Easter scavenger hunt  and after that we will do some 

Easter based activities.  

 

Prep and Year – How was Clyde Feeling? 

The Year Prep/One class have spent the last two weeks working with the book ‘Clyde the Greyhound’ by Beck and 

Robin Feiner, in our Reader’s Workshop lessons. As an introduction to the text, Mrs Gilbert’s daughter, Rachel, 

brought along her own nine-year-old greyhound, Sunny, for us to meet. The Prep, Year 1 and Year 2 children asked 

lots of great questions to find out some facts about greyhounds and Sunny in particular. We completed a variety of 
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reading and writing activities about the two different greyhounds - Sunny and Clyde. We even made a class book about Sunny that we are 

currently taking turns to take home and share with our families. Sunny looked rather dashing in his pyjamas. 

Year 2 – This Is Me! 
 

The Year 1 and 2 students created collages using photos that showed all the special things about themselves. These photos could have 

been special events, favourite food, special people in their lives, pets and their favourite activities. They all look amazing and worked so 

hard!  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 SC 
 
  

    Wild About Reading Awards                                                                   
 

These awards have been given to the following Prep and Year 1 students for 25 nights of reading. 
Friday 1 March:  Ellie Bruns, Edie McLeod, Annabel Wilson, Billy Gaylard and Henry Armytage. 
Friday 15 March:  Egeria Jones, Hazel Greenwood, Lola Bubb, Layla Macgugan, Archer Manders, Maya Byrne, Nixon  

Elliott, Penelope Wickens, Van Russell and Charlotte Blackwell. 
 

 

Special Visitors to our school 
 

Last Thursday we welcomed special visitors to our school from the 
Department of Education, Mr Chris Thompson, Regional Director, South 
Western Victoria Region and Ms Suzanne Camm, Area Executive Director, 
Wimmera South West. (The Wimmera South West Principals Forum was 
held at the Dunkeld Community Centre on Friday 8 March). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIRE SAFETY - CFA and Dunkeld Rural Fire Brigade visited our school 
 

 
On Wednesday 13 March we welcomed Ron Eastwood and Paul McCallum from the CFA: Dunkeld Rural 
Fire Brigade members, Woody Blackwell, Robert Funk and Doug McArthur along with Vicky Collins, SGSC 
Emergency Management Officer to our school. Our students learnt about Fire Safety and had the 
opportunity to operate a fire hose and aim at a stationary target, plus climb on board a fire truck. It was an 

exciting afternoon and we greatly appreciate the CFA and Dunkeld Rural Fire Brigade members for offering 
this amazing hands-on experience to our students! By the enthusiasm on some faces, we may have some budding little firefighters among 
our students. 
Each school family was supplied with a starter emergency kit (funded by the Moments that Matter project). SGSC will provide over 230 
primary school families (in high risk areas) emergency kits in March. The emergency kits contain a woollen fire blanket, and a crank 
torch/radio with USB to charge a mobile phone and is to be kept in the family car in the event families decide to leave home during a 
bushfire. The SGSC hope this bag will create conversation with the students and their families such as what else could they add to their 
bag e.g. water, medication lists, first aid kit etc. They hope this empowers the students to feel more at ease in the event of an emergency 
knowing they are prepared. 
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Auslan Education Services 
 
This Language program provides 
an invaluable learning environment 
where teachers and students can embark on their 
Auslan journey together.  
Benefits of learning Auslan: - increase memory 
retention and motion 
processing, stimulates 
brain development, 
mental flexibility and 
increase enjoyment in 
communicating for both 
hearing and deaf 
children. 
 

Our students have 
keenly taken to this 
program. At Assembly, 
Year 1 student, 
Charlotte Blackwell, 
showed how she could  
sign her name.  

 
 You may like to participate with your children or grandchildren. 

 
 

EASTER RAFFLE will be drawn on Wednesday 27 March 
Our Easter Raffle will be drawn on Wednesday 27 March at the Special Assembly. All raffle proceeds will be 
forwarded to the Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal. Please remember to return your raffle tickets and 
monies to the school office by Monday 25 March. 
 

                                                                                             SPORTS NEWS 
 

On Friday 1 March our team of six students, Henrietta Patterson, Hamish Rush, Jet Roads, Jude Rush, 
George Phillips and Jed Russell comped in the Hamilton District Sports Association Tennis Tournament 
held at the Hamilton Lawn Tennis Club. Congratulations to all these students and well done to Henrietta 
who made it to the semifinals.  
 

This term we have had our Division Swimming Carnival in Warrnambool, everyone did a great job and a 
big thanks to the parents for supporting and driving the competitors all the way to Warrnambool. A special 
thank you to Lea McArthur and Jen McArthur, they have been an amazing help to all the competitors by 
training and getting everyone prepared.  
Next term we will be doing some lunchtime sport: Hamish and Edward will be doing a lesson on how to play basketball, and Elodie and Isla 

will be teaching netball. There will be sign-up sheet for whoever would like to do basketball or netball. We 
will be making a suggestion box for different ideas, for sports activities and lessons.  
 

Congratulations to four of our students who qualified for the Greater Western Regional Swimming 
Championships at Horsham Memorial Swimming Pool on Friday 22 March. 
Good luck to Banjo Hyland, Nellie Wickens, Bobby Blackwell and Audrey Black. 

 
 
 

We have the SGSSA Athletics Sports Day at Mitchell Park, Hamilton on Tuesday 26 March for all students 
in Year 3 to 6, we have been eagerly training in PE.  
 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden (SAKG) Program 
 

Our students have been busy 
preparing our SAKG Garden beds 
for planting over the last couple of 
weeks. We will be busy doing 
some planting in the coming weeks, ready for 
cooking classes to begin in Term 2. 
Please keep a lookout for further information on 
how parent and community members can be 
involved in our Kitchen/Garden program. We look 
forward to seeing you soon!  

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL  

School Council Elections 2024 
After calling for nominations for School Council, four have been received filling all our parent member vacancies and one has been 
received for the DET employee member vacancies, therefore a ballot is not required.  
 
The four parent school councillors for the two-year term (2024 - 2026) are Holly Herrmann, Kate Wickens,  Paul Phillips and Peter Roads. 
The elected DET member for the same two-year term is Terrie Nicholson. The first meeting of the new Council will be held on Tuesday 26 
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March in the school staff room commencing at 7.30pm. This meeting will also include election of office bearers and general business 
items. 
 

Annual Privacy Reminder for our school community 
 
Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or where permitted by law, as stated in 
the Department of Education’s Schools’ Privacy Policy and the Schools’ Privacy Collection Notice. Our Photographing, Filming and 
Recording Students Policy, describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students. The policy also explains 
when parent consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn. We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on 
how we use Google Workspace for Education safely at the school and what parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If 
after reviewing the guidance, you have any questions or concerns regarding your child using Google Workspace for Education, please 
contact the school. For more information about privacy, refer to: Schools’ Privacy Policy — information for parents.  
 

 

Bulb Fundraiser – online orders close on Thursday 11 April 
 

This year we are holding a Bulb Fundraising event, to raise funds for our SAKG Garden. Please share with family and 
friends. Catalogues have been sent home to each family, with all orders to be submitted online BY THURSDAY 11 
APRIL 2024. Go ONLINE to place your order at: www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/DUNKELDCS 
Thank you for  
 
 

 
 

SCHOOL BUS TRAVEL 
 

If a student is an eligible bus traveller and is listed on the Mirranatwa or Woodhouse School Bus Rolls, the school will assume that the 
student is travelling home on the bus each afternoon, unless otherwise advised by parent/s. 
 

Please advise the school office via the student diary, email or phone 5577 2384 if your child/children will not be travelling home on the 
school bus.  Standing Orders from last year will not be carried over to the new school year.  Please forward any Standing Orders for the 
2024 school year to the school office. 
 
An application form must be completed for any ‘ad hoc’ school bus travellers. Please contact the school office for an application form and 
approval.  
 

As Dunkeld Consolidated School is a bus co-ordinating school, any queries should be directed to the school office not the 
school bus drivers. Thank you for your support and assistance, in helping our School Bus Program run smoothly. 
 

THE DUNKELD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL WANTS YOUR USED BATTERIES! 
 

The Dunkeld Consolidated School Council has been conducting an ongoing Battery Collection Fundraiser. Kelly’s AGnVET Dunkeld have 
kindly offered to be a central collection point for used batteries for the Dunkeld Consolidated School (Jason Linskens was instrumental in 
organising this). Any unwanted car, truck, tractor, boat batteries etc may be dropped off at Kelly’s AGnVET Hardware Store, 101 Parker 
Street, Dunkeld. 
 
(All small batteries including A, C, D, AA, AAA, 9 volt, button batteries may be dropped off to the relevant supermarkets in 
Hamilton for recycling).  
 
Components of used batteries e.g., metals, acids and plastics are reclaimed, recycled and put back into the manufacturing process to build 
more batteries and household products, 98% of the battery is recycled.  
 
The Dunkeld Consolidated School Council would also like to thank Mr Nathan Hinkley and Mr Terry Schultz, Grampians Tyre Service, 
Hamilton for their generous support of our Used Batteries Fundraising project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice
https://www.dunkeld.vic.edu.au/page/111
https://www.dunkeld.vic.edu.au/page/111
https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26
https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-information-parents?Redirect=1
http://www.bulbfundraiser.com.au/DUNKELDCS?fbclid=IwAR3JrpqcLSyM_vz3y0HUTNnX39PyQ6mYcud-p8qP0y65lNO61DrZimk8oF4

