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Dunkeld and District Australia Day Award 2024 
The Dunkeld & District Lions Club were involved in the running of the Australia Day celebrations at Dunkeld on Friday 26 January. 
Congratulations to Mr Simon Armytage on receiving the Australia Day Citizenship Award, well deserved. Thank you to guest 
speaker Bill Blackwell, MC John Smith, and also to Heather Macgugan and her choir for the music and singing. To those who 
attended, thank you very much. 
 
Simon Charles Officer Armytage: Born at Coleraine on 19 April 1948, the son of Charles and Diana. The family resided at the 
property, “The Wilderness” Coleraine, but moved to Dunkeld in 1949. Simon has two brothers, Tim and Charles, and a sister, Anita. 
 
Education: Simon attended the Glenthompson State School and Geelong Grammar but didn ’t like school and left at eighteen years 
of age. 
 
Occupation: After leaving school he became a jackeroo in Queensland for six months and then New South Wales for twelve 
months returning to Dunkeld at Christmas time in 1966. 
 
By the time Simon returned to Dunkeld, Peter and Diana had purchased “Caviar” and built the homestead. In 1967 the family 
purchased “Mount Sturgeon” homestead and Peter and Diana moved there in 1969 and Simon remained at “Caviar”. 
 
Simon and Goldie married on 12 May 1969, and they have three children – Clives who resides in America, Sally who resides in 
Dunkeld and Ange, who is deceased. 
 
Organisations that Simon is involved in: 
• CFA – this is probably the organisation that Simon is best known for: 

o He joined the Dunkeld Brigade in 1967. 
o Captain, Dunkeld Brigade from 1979 to 1984. 
o Deputy Group Officer of the Southern Grampians Group from 1986 to 1992, based at 

Penshurst. 
o Group Officer, Serra Group from 1922 until now. 

 
On one occasion Simon was the Group Officer in Charge at the Fire Command Centre at the Mirranatwa Hall for a fire that was 
threatening Mirranatwa, Victoria Valley and Dunkeld but due to a wind change went towards Willaura and then towards Ararat. A s 
the day started and the new crews arrived, one member said, “At least today we will do something, Simon is in charge.” 
 
A Strike Crew of five trucks and crews arrived, Simon called them over. One person from each truck started to go over to him and 
he said he wanted all members there. He then gave the history of the fire, what the weather predictions were and what the intended 
action was to be. At the end of the talk and as the members were walking back to the trucks, one said, “This is the first time I have 
been to a fire and given a rundown on it.” Simon has a drawer full of CFA awards and citations. 
 

• Horse Racing: In 1972 joined the Dunkeld Racing Club Committee and is still a member. President from 1975 to 2001.  
• Dunkeld Museum: Has not been a member very long but is currently President of the Committee. 

• Dunkeld Cemetery Trust: Been a member of the Dunkeld Cemetery Trust for the past five years. 

• Grampians Asset Protection Group: This was started in 2006 and he has been President from then until now. 
 
Simon could probably be best described by the following: 
He was to be one of the speakers at a meeting that had dignitaries, scientists and experts giving facts and figures. When it was 
time for Simon to address the meeting, he confidently approached the microphone and his introduction was, “My father tells anyone 
who will listen, including me, that he has been trying to teach me to be a good farmer for sixty -two years, but I still have a lot to 
learn. My name is Simon Armytage, I am a farmer at Dunkeld in the Western District of Victoria.” He had the attention of the 
audience. 
 
Simon, the people of Dunkeld and district want to thank you for the time, labour and effort you put into helping the community. The 
number of hours you have devoted to the community over many years is incredible and is appreciated. We also thank Goldie and 
your family for their support, because without their support you would not have been able to devote that time. Thank you for our 
community. 

 

The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in our local district and surrounds, 
including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District 

Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion without notification 

Dunkeld & District  
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Distributed fortnightly on Wednesday (except during School Holidays) 
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WHAT’S ON IN FEBRUARY and MARCH 
MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT SUN 

12 
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Shrove Tuesday 

14 
Issue 1 distributed 
Ash Wednesday 
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23 
Issue 2 deadline 
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Australian 

Chamber Choir 
@ Sterling Place 
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DONATIONS 
David and Beryl Gordon $50 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 CHURCH TIMES 
Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Co-Pastor: Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161   Email: patrick.mugavin@ballarat.catholic.org.au  
Co-Pastor: Father George Kuruvila – 5571 1161  Email: george.kuruvila@ballarat.catholic.org.au  
 
1st Week  Sunday  February  4  8.30am Mass  
2nd Week  Sunday   February 11  No service  
3rd Week  Sunday   February 18  8.30am Mass  
4th Week  Sunday   February 25 9.00am Assembly of Word and Communion  
   

Dunkeld Anglican Church 
1st and 3rd Sundays at Saint Mary’s opposite the Post Office at 5.00pm with Father David Oulton. 
2nd Sundays -  an Ecumenical gathering and sharing in the Round at 5.00pm at Sterling Place Community Centre led by the Uniting 
Church. We look forward to meeting you. All welcome. Enquiries to Father David on 5571 1317. 

 
Dunkeld Uniting Church 
We would love to welcome you to our informal worship gatherings.  
For further information call 0400 952 716. 

  
Panyyabyr Uniting Church 

 

 

Warrayure Trinity Lutheran Church 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to offset all expenses 
relating to producing it. Please send in your donation to the Dunkeld 

Consolidated School office where it will be receipted and an 
acknowledgement made via the Newsletter. A receipt will be provided. 
Please make cheques payable to the “Dunkeld Consolidated School.”  

Direct deposit to BSB: 633 000 Account: 1430 91510 – please include your 
name as a reference so we may acknowledge your donation. 
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Remedial Myofascial Clinic 
offering an environment to support your physical 

well-being needs.  
 

Senior Therapist Eleanor Sheldon identifies  
injuries and impingements that could be blocking 

and creating an ‘out of balance ’feeling within your  
body and works with you for the best outcome.  

Appointments are 1 hour - $60 or 1.5 hours - $80 

 
 

 
91b Bell Street 

Penshurst 
Victoria 3289 

M: 0400 819 408    

 
 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld 

Freshly baked artisan bread, baguettes,  

croissants, muffins, quiches, gourmet 

pies, sausage rolls,  

cakes and a delicious menu. 

             Thursday   8:30am – 2:00pm                  

              Friday            8:30am  - 2:00pm 

              Saturday          8:30am – 2:00pm 

              Sunday           8:30am – 2:00pm 

              Monday  Closed 

              Tuesday  Closed 

              Wednesday     Closed 

         

www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 

Orders: 0419 108 919 

Accommodation: 0447 857 337 

Email: info@dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 

 

 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld, Vic, 3294 

Bakery: 03 5556 3606   

http://www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au/
about:blank
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Dine In 
Takeaway 

Licensed premises 
Takeaway alcohol 

Catering Available 
Large group bookings welcome!!! 

(Seat up to 50 inside) 

Menu choices, something for everyone 
including 

GF, Vegan, & Vegetarian options 
 

SPECIALITY NIGHTS 
TUESDAY - Parma Night $20 

WEDNESDAY - Steak Night $30 
(Free pot of beer or soft drink when dining in) 

THURSDAY - Burger Night $18 
Or Steak Sandwich $20 

 
Freshly made in house Pizzas 

Available daily from 5.00pm 
 

Takeaway Family Packs 
Pizza Bundle – 2 x pizzas, Garlic bread 

& 1.25L soft drink $45 
(Speciality pizzas not included) 

Fish & Chips Bundle - 4 x pieces of fish 
Chips and salad $40 

 
Coffee, Tea, milkshakes, soft drink, etc 

Cakes, slices biscuits 
Coffee & Slice deal $10 

 

Free home delivery service  
from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld town 
boundary only 

(minimum spend $20) 
 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday Closed 

Tuesday to Sunday – Open from 10.30am 
Lunch – 11.00am to 2.00pm 

Dinner 5.00pm to 8.00pm 
(Closing times for dinner may vary) 

 
109 Parker Street Dunkeld 

Phone (03) 5577 2288 
sturgeonviewcafedunkeld@gmail.com 

 

Musical delights return to Dunkeld 
 
Following a highly successful concert season in Dunkeld last 
year, with a full house in the December event, the Australian 
Chamber Choir returns in 2024, with their first performance 
on Saturday 24 February, entitled “Transports of Delight”. 
 
Later this year, the ACC will embark on its eighth European 
concert tour, and there is an opportunity for music-lovers to 
join them. 
 
Meanwhile, to whet the appetite, the program on 24 February 
will take music lovers on a virtual tour of cities where the 
Choir has performed in the past – encountering Henry 
Purcell in London, César Franck in Paris, Felix and Fanny 
Mendelssohn in Berlin, JS Bach in Leipzig, Anton Bruckner 
in Vienna and Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina in Rome. 
 
It is certainly true that beautiful music can transport you to 
another place, and long-time ACC conductor Douglas 
Lawrence, together with his talented singers, will ensure that 
on 24 February.  
 
Once again, Dunkeld’s Royal Mail Hotel is supporting the 
Choir’s 2024 season, and offers dining and accommodation 
packages in conjunction with each concert. 
 
The ACC will return to Dunkeld for two other concerts later in 
the year, with their “International Tour Program” on Saturday 
8 June, and “Baroque Christmas 2024” on Saturday 14 
December. 
 
A special event will also be held in Hamilton on Saturday 13 
April.  This will include a concert entitled “Agatha in Vivaldi’s 
Venice”, held in St Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, and 
preceded by a guided tour of “Emerging from Darkness”, the 
major exhibition at Hamilton Art Gallery. 
 
Mark these dates in your diary now! 
 
Transports of Delight, Australian Chamber Choir 
directed by Douglas Lawrence 
Saturday 24 February, 3.00pm  
Dunkeld Community Centre (Sterling Place) 
 
Information and booking: www.auschoir.org  or phone 0452 
531 750. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leading Senior Constable Roger McClure  

Officer in Charge, Dunkeld Police Station  
67 Parker Street 
DUNKELD   VIC   3294 
Ph: 03 5577 2260 / 0409 078 825 

DUNKELD.UNI@police.vic.gov.au 
 
Crime Stoppers 1800 333 000 

 
 

 

http://www.auschoir.org/
about:blank
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Mobile Library 

Will be visiting DUNKELD every Thursday fortnight 
12.30pm – 1.30pm        

Glenelg Highway alongside pool 
          Dunkeld: 14 and 28 March 

  
Mirranatwa: 7 and 21 March  

3.00pm – 4.00pm  

 

Phone:  5573 0470 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:   
GREATER HAMILTON LIBRARY 

 
250 Words from Father David  
 

Tolerance + silence = agreement + collusion 
You may be surprised to learn that I did not get an easy time 
at school. I was unabashed about my faith and this was not a 
good thing in the popularity stakes. In the end my parents 
took pity on me and I moved to a different school where I 
was much happier. 
 
Decades later I had cause to reflect on this enigma and I 
wondered why some of my colleagues did not speak out 
against such rough and tumble behaviour. As I recall they 
weren’t bad people, they weren’t the main protagonists, they 
were just eerily silent when this thorny issue arose. 
 
Perhaps silence was their way of protecting themselves or 
perhaps they just thought that it was part of the everyday 
grist of school life. Whatever their reasons, they are lost to 
me now and even at the time my colleagues may not have 
been able to spell out what was really going on for them. 
What 13 year old can be that objective and articulate? 
 
However, the equation…Tolerance + Silence = Agreement + 
Collusion is still accurate. There are all sorts of times, places 
and peoples that are treated shabbily. It’s glib, easy and trite 
to make sweeping generalisations about a certain bunch of 
apples because a couple of them have been found blotchy 
and defective. A quick look in the mirror would show that 
none of us lives up to the ideals we hope for. We’re all bit 
pimply and warty, chipped and flawed. 
 
When others are disparaged we can remain silent and our 
silence speaks loudly of our agreement. We collude with the 
perpetrators. My hope would be that adults behave in a more 
mature fashion than schoolyard bullies. But on the off chance 
that this is not the case… 
 
Tolerance + Silence = Agreement + Collusion. 
 
Father David Oulton 

Phone: 0435 867 040 

Email: droulton72@gmail.com 

 
Australia Day - Dunkeld 

and District 
A good number of district residents 
and visitors attended on a cool and 
damp morning. An early shower 
probably kept numbers down, 

although it is disappointing to see a lack of our younger 
generation attend. Australia Day at Dunkeld is when we 
award good citizens for their contribution to our community. 
2024 Dunkeld Consolidated School Captain, Henrietta 
Patterson, raised the flag and Bill Blackwell spoke about 
being Australian. 
 
Small communities would not survive without residents giving 
up their time to volunteer to make our community a better 
place. This year saw the 30 th resident awarded Dunkeld and 
District Citizen of the year.  
 
Simon Armytage was thanked for his many years of service 
to the CFA, the Dunkeld Racing Club, Dunkeld Museum, 
Dunkeld Sawmill Group and in other areas. 
 
Simon’s over 50 years’ service in the CFA has been in many 
senior roles that have helped keep us safer. He is a person 
who will always help when needed. Thank you, Simon. 
    
I hope all residents appreciate work done by people like 
Simon. Without it our town would be worse off. A number of 
people have asked who previous winner were, so I will list 
them: 
1996     Joy Clarke   
1997    Jack McPhee 
1998    John Ross   
1999    Catherine (Kitty) Funk 
2000    John Myers   
2001    Joy Darroch 
2002    Peter Armytage 
2003    Henry Leech 
2004    Keith Warne   
2005    Peter Hinchey 
2006    Heather Napier  
2007    Betty Lacey 
2008    Herman Jansen  
2009    Barbara Dohle 
2010    Helena Flinn   
2011    Valerie Peters 
2012    David Gordon   
2013    Rex Beveridge 
2014    Heather Macgugan 
2015    MaryAnn Brown 
2016    Lisa McIntyre   
2017    Doug McArthur 
2018    Doug Fleming   
2019    John Prust 
2020    Joyce Gordon   
2021    Peter Flinn 
2022    Heather Funk   
2023    David Hampton and John Smith 
2024    Simon Armytage 
 
Thank you. 
 
John Smith 
 

mailto:droulton72@gmail.com
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From the Lions Den 
 

L Liberty 
I Intelligence 
O Our 

N Nations 
S Safety 
 

If we worry too much about ourselves, we won’t have time for 
others. Mother Teresa 

 
One of those things you really had to know: 
Annie Berry (1866 – 1942) was the first European woman to 
settle in Kalgoorlie. (That is a woman I would take my hat off 
to). 
 
Annie arrived in Australia from Irelan, alone, but at the wharf 
met John Weir, a businessman, whom she married, and they 
had four children. They purchased a farm between Gigealpa 
and Innamincka but were forced off it because of drought. 
They decided to return to Brisbane and drove their stock, but 
the drought broke and John was struck by a floating log 
whilst crossing the flooded Diamantina River near Birdsville. 
His ribs were fractured, and he died several days later. Annie 
decided instead to go to Adelaide, so she packed the 
children into a wagon and herself and baby in a sulky and 
drove the stock to Adelaide. 
 
She heard about the Kalgoorlie gold strike, so she sold her 
stock and purchased eight heavy horses and four horse 
drays. Two she filled with food and two with roofing iron, and 
then sailed to Albany. She then made her way to Kalgoorlie 
and set up an eating house and later remarried. Her second 
husband, a Russian, Carl Cosh, produced one of the first 
saltwater condensers for the Kalgoorlie and Coolgardie gold 
fields. 
 
Peter Hinchey 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Garden Notes – February 

 

Main vegetable plantings for February are 
cabbage, cauliflower, celery, broccoli, brussels 

sprouts, silverbeet, carrots, parsnips, lettuce and turnips. 
 

Now is a good time to prune your geraniums and 
pelargoniums. This is a very simple job which involves the 
removal of any dad weak or broken shoots and reducing all 
other growth by approximately half. After they have dried for 
two to three days, you may wish to try to strike some cuttings 
from the pieces which you have removed. 
 
The main planting season for winter and spring flowering 
bulbs are the months of February through to May. They 
perform best in an open sunny, well-drained position. 
Compost or a light application of well decayed animal 
manure will assist growth and flower production. Some bulbs 
e.g. tulips and hyacinths will grow well in pots as long as a 
good quality potting mix is used. You will find full details of 
planting depth, distance apart etc on the bulb packs. 
 
Harvesting and storage of your fruit crops requires care and 
planning. Soft fruits, peaches, plums and nectarines etc will 
only “hold” for a very short time after picking, however their 
shelf life may be increased by placing in the refrigerator. 
Drying, bottling stewing and freezing are ways to extend their 
storage life. Also making into jam. 
 
People often ask when to pick apples and pears. Apples 
should only be picked when ripe, pears can be harvested a 
short time before ripening as they will ripen after picking. 
 
The main ways to determine when an apple is ripe are skin 
colour, colour of pips (they should be black or dark brown), 
ease of harvest, calendar date and most reliable of all – 
taste. Your fruit should be picked carefully – with stalk intact, 
handled carefully to avoid bruising and only the best chosen 
for long term storage. A spare refrigerator set not too cold is 
useful, otherwise store in a cool, dark, dry position carefully 
packed into boxes means they should store well  for several 
months. Check your stored fruit regularly as any that “go off” 
can taint and spoil the rest of the fruit. 
 
Happy gardening! 
 
Stephen Hughan 
 

Fitzpatrick Dunkeld Sawmill 
 

We still meet on a Friday afternoon, with up to twenty 
attending. A willing group of workers do repairs, 
improvements and cut some timber. We have just finished 
two table and chairs for the Arboretum. Thanks to Alec Paton 
for welding the metal frames and Dean Thompson for 
dressing and coating the timber. These will be donated to the 
Arboretum for visitors to use. 
 
The Arboretum is a credit to David Hampton and his helpers. 
It has become a very popular place for locals and visitors. 
We are still waiting for approval to build the toilet, which is 
very important. Council cannot help because we are Crown 
Land. We even have to empty the garbage bins ourselves. 
Nearly twelve months for approval from the government is 
not good enough. 
 
Late last year the wind snapped two poles holding up the 
shelter on the east side of the mill. Thanks to Dennis 
Fitzpatrick and team for the major repairs. The mill has 
become a popular place for tourists to visit and we will 
conduct tours for visiting groups. 
 
We have just cut some timber for the Warracknabeal 
Wheatland’s Museum. They are good supporters and supply 
the axe handle machine when we have an Open Day. 
Timber has been cut for the Freshwater Lake Committee, the 
Dunkeld Recreation Reserve, the Grampians Golf Club and 
others. We support the community when we can. 
 

 

landscape,  

s t i l l  l i fe  

and contemporary  

oi l  paintings  
 

 
open 10-4 most days  

or phone 0437 944 582 

225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294 

prints and cards available 
www.grampiansart.com.au 

http://www.grampiansart.com.au/
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Getting logs is a problem. If you know of any cypress trees 
being cut down, please let us know. We will also look at any 
trees that have been blown down.                                  
 
John Smith 

 

 
 

250 Words from Father David 
 

Ashes – starting again 
It’s the time of year when I burn last year’s palm crosses in 
order to make some ash for Ash Wednesday. There is 
something alluring about gazing off into the middle distance 
as the flames consume the faded palm crosses. The oddest 
things come to mind. 
 
Like… well… I’ve made it clear that when my time comes, as 
come it will, as come it must, I would like my body to be 
cremated please. I’ve found in the course of nearly 40 years 
of pastoral ministry that ashes are very flexible. You can 
divvy them up or you can think about it and postpone ‘that’ 
grizzly decision. You can scatter and or bury and / or 
disperse at any point in time. They don’t go off like. 
 
The other thing I thought of was a memory from a distant 
parish a very long time ago. I was young, immature and 
naive and of course the inevitable disagreement arose. I 
would be first to say that it was my own foolish fault. 
Nowadays I hope that I would handle the situation much 
differently. A lot more wisely, sensitively, pastorally, adroitly 
and spend a lot more time listening. 
 
Odd… isn't it the memories that bubble up, unbidden and 
unasked for. I can still remember how cranky I was. The 
issue seems trivial and trite now. Why am I still remembering 
all this? 
 
Surely the therapy of watching the ashes burn is that we let 
the past go. That it is no longer. It is irretrievable and cannot 
be reimagined or recreated just as surely as the palm 
crosses are unrecognisable and can’t be put back together 
again. 
 
This is what the fire of The Master’s love does. It is so 
powerful and unstoppable that even our most heinous muck 
can be transformed into an opportunity to start again.  
 
Father David Oulton 
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SAVINGS!!! 
Enjoy an ongoing bonus variable rate when you hold an 
eligible transaction account, and have a higher end of month 

balance (in addition to interest) month on month       

Apply online today      
https://www.bendigobank.com.au/.../savings.../reward-saver/ 
 
Bonus rate applies to balances 
up to $100K on one Reward 
Saver Account. 
*rate subject to change 
 
BANKING SAFELY ONLINE 
Our Banking Safely Online 
sessions have now helped over 
a thousand customers and 
community members become 
better equipped to navigate digital banking and protect 

themselves online.          
 
The face-to-face sessions, delivered by our team, take 
customers through the benefits and importance of getting 
digitally connected, staying safe and recognising and 

preventing scams and fraud.       
 
Organise a session for your local club or group by 
connecting with your local branch. 
 
For more information and tips on stopping scammers in their 
tracks see here  
https://www.bendigobank.com.au/.../bendigo-banks-online.../ 
 

 
 

Invitation to Finance and Agri Business 
Information Session 
You are invited to a Finance and Agri Business 
Information Session! Proudly supported by 
Dunkeld Community Bank and Carrozzo Consulting. Come 
along for the opportunity to listen to some high profile 
speakers, discuss all things Primary Production, the Agri 
Industry and the current market and economy. 
 
Speakers will consist of the following presenters: 
• Paul Carrazzo (Primary Production taxation re Dairy, 

Cattle, Sheep and Crops activities). 

• David Robertson (BEN Chief Economist). 
• Andrew Smith (Rural Bank, Head of Business & Agri 
Development). 
 
Catering provided. 
 
When: Wednesday 20 March 2024. 
Time: 12.00pm. 
Where: Sterling Place: Dunkeld Community Centre. 
RSVP: By Wednesday 13 March 2024 to Louise via 
email louise.field@bendigoadelaide.com.au 
or phone 5577 2488. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dunkeld Progress Association 
We kick started 2024 with a lively meeting last Monday 
evening when the DPA members ratified nominees Joyce 
Gordon, Julie Kincade and Mike Matthews as Treasurer, 
Secretary and Vice-President respectively. A big thank you 
to outgoing executive members Maree Willey, Annette Jones 
and Margaret Cooper who were instrumental in setting up 
the current incarnation of the DPA and are continuing their 
valuable contributions to the DPA and other community 
groups. 
 
Memberships: I strongly encourage Dunkeld and District 
residents and business owners to renew their current 
memberships (due this month) or become a member if you’re 
not one already. A strong membership base helps the DPA 
to maintain focus on current community priorities and 
enhance credibility with the council. Members receive all the 
information on current issues and meeting details. Attending 
meetings is optional. 
 
Small Town Strategy (STS): The council launched the STS 
at the last DPA meeting in December 2023. The document 
(which members had the opportunity to read beforehand) 
was not received well and those who attended the meeting 
made their feelings known to council representatives 
attending. There were many factual errors and omissions. 
 
The council Acting CEO, Rory Neeson said that they would 
correct errors when notified but not substantially alter the 
main document. And this is where the DPA strongly 
disagrees. The DPA’s contention is that Dunkeld STS makes 
only passing reference to residential growth and tourism and 
how this impacts the Dunkeld community. The DPA will urge 
councillors to reject the STS when it is presented at the next 
council meeting. The DPA will email updates to members. 
Other issues covered were:  

• The Tree Report on the viability of excessively pruned 
trees under power lines in Wills Street. 

• DPA membership subs will be $5.00 annually for 
individuals and businesses. 

• DPA letter of support for Roger McClure’s application for 
maintenance of Police Station bluestone outbuildings. 

• Request for council to maintain town gardens, remove 
intrusive seedling and saplings and report on proposed 
street tree plantings 

        James Mooney 
 

Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving. 
 

Free Quotes 

All sized jobs. 
A high standard of work guaranteed 

 
Call James today on   0409428500 

ABN: 70 277 115 304 

 

https://www.bendigobank.com.au/.../bendigo-banks-online.../
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The next general meeting will be at Sterling Place on 
Monday 8 April 2024 at 7.30 pm. 
Peter Gilbert 
 

Red Cross News 
 

A big thank you to Mrs Carol Burger for her 
past years working on the Community 
Newsletter.  Many people still rely on and 

enjoy reading the fortnightly 'bulletin.'   
 
The 2024 program (so far) for Red Cross includes: 
• March / April: Red Cross Calling / although we don't call, 

but have collection boxes. 

• 19 March: Zone Meeting at Derrinallum. 
• May: memberships due. 

• July: Annual meeting with Nareeb Red Cross. 

• 9 July: Zone Meeting in Hamilton. 
• 12 November: Zone Meeting in Hamilton and Nareeb 

and Dunkeld cater. 

• November sometime, afternoon tea and donation to the 
current appeal. 

 
Suggestions for activities are always welcome. 
 
Iris Field, contact person on 55740 202 or 0427 586 060 
 

DUNKELD MUSEUM NEWS 
 
OPEN FOR BUSINESS:  Sunday 
1.00pm – 5.00pm and Thursday 
1.00pm – 4.00pm.  
 

WEBSITE: Visit our website! dunkeldmuseum.org.au  
 
MUSEUM DUTY ROSTER: 
Sun 18 February  John Kay and David Gordon 
Sun 25 February  Julie Kincade and Joyce Gordon 
 
ACQUISITIONS:   
• Home Management book created by Patsy Griffin when 

she was in Form 1 at Dunkeld Consolidated School. 

• Two cattle tags that were used to tag cattle when legally 
grazing on the Dunkeld Pound in the early days of 
settlement, donated by Sally Jackson 

• Snippets of school children’s work and teachers 
chronicle donated by Heather Napier. 

• Tennis dress worn by Joyce Griffin, circa 1940s, 
donated by Kerren Collins. Kerren also donated various 
photos and Baimbridge College Magazines. 

• Christening robe, cape and petticoat, circa 1920s - 
donated by Wendy Prust. 

• Leanne Donohue donated items pertaining to the 
Vietnam War, including a 30 years memorial board. 

 
OTHER NEWS: 
On Saturday 20 January, the Museum held an open day and 
invited visitors to tour the Museum free of charge. Along with 
this we also held our first market stall event in the grounds 
beside the Museum. With beautiful sunny weather, the day 
was considered a great success with many visitors seeing 
the Museum for the first time. The stalls offered a range of 
both arts and craft items, second hand goods, music and a 
sausage sizzle that went down a treat. The feedback 
received was great with many commenting on how surprised 
they were to see the full extent of the Museum and all its 
collection. We also had a working demonstration of old-world 
knitting machines that fascinated the crowd. We would like to 
thank everyone who attended and the volunteers whose 
efforts made the day possible. 
 
Joyce Gordon, Secretary 

 

 
 
 

Landcare News 
 
Grampians Ark Fox Control Program: A reminder to all 
residents, landowners and visitors that our Autumn pulse 
will begin on - Monday 5 February 2024 - and runs until 
Monday 15 April 2024.  Please be aware that fox baits will 
be laid on participating properties - a sign will be attached to 
each gateway/entrance, notifying visitors of such.  
Participants can collect their baits from Kelly's AGnVET 
Dunkeld Mitre 10 store.  If you would like to join in, or just 
find out more information, please get in touch.  We also have 
fox and smaller cages to be loaned out.  If you'd like to try 
one, please get in touch. 
 
Our Catchment Our Communities Rabbit Control 
Program: This program is now beginning!  My thanks to 
everyone involved, for your patience and understanding, and 
also to the GHCMA and their funding partners, for allowing 
the extension of this project timeline.  Phil Sansom will be in 
touch with those participating.  If you have any queries, 
please don't hesitate to get in touch with me. 
 
Birdlife Australia webinar: Assoc Prof Tanya Latty and Dr 
Lizzy Lowe of Invertebrates Australia joined with Birdlife to 
present the recent ‘Birds Meet’ webinar. Learn how 
significant (and vastly underrated) creepy crawlies are to the 
Australian environment.  If you would like to know more 
about the research that Invertebrates Australia do, take part 
in their Christmas Beetle Count and sign up for their mailing 
list.  
 
Monash University Research – request: Hello, I am 
Prasangi, a research officer at Monash University working 
with Dr Kathryn Hodgins. You could take a look at our lab 
web page here - https://hodginslab.com 
Our lab was recently funded to conduct  research exploring 
the genetic diversity and climate adaptation of two native 
Australian grass species of the genus Bothriochloa. They 
are Bothriochloa macra (Red leg grass) and Bothriochloa 
decipiens (Pitted bluegrass). The aim of the research is to 

combine field experiments and genomic data analysis to 
determine the suitability of these two native grass species to 
be used in climate change resilient ecological restoration of 
degraded Australian grasslands.  
Our lab has done previous work on these grasses and here 
https://academic.oup.com/gigascience/article/doi/10.1093/gig
ascience/giad034/7160702) you could find our publication on 
assembling and annotating the Bothriochloa 
decipiens genome. 
To further expand our work, we need to sample mature 
seeds of these grasses to grow plants in field experiments. 
We need to obtain seeds from locations all across Australia 
this summer and would really appreciate it if your 
organization could help us with identifying any volunteers 

that have either one of these native grasses in their 
properties or know of places where we could find them and 
also help us with mature seed collections.  
We would really appreciate it if your organisation could help 
us in our efforts in exploring the genomics of these amazing 
native grasses and developing more resilient ecological 
restoration strategies to preserve our valuable Australian 
grasslands. Please get in touch with me by replying to this 

https://go.birdlife.org.au/e/946822/2023-11-02/m65782/1086622009/h/cggbjqDuWqmCQ6Akhj-JaBuAitVDZd0_Nt3qfcFhwQ8
https://go.birdlife.org.au/e/946822/2023-11-02/m65785/1086622009/h/cggbjqDuWqmCQ6Akhj-JaBuAitVDZd0_Nt3qfcFhwQ8
https://go.birdlife.org.au/e/946822/christmasbeetles/m65788/1086622009/h/cggbjqDuWqmCQ6Akhj-JaBuAitVDZd0_Nt3qfcFhwQ8
https://go.birdlife.org.au/e/946822/enewsletter/m65775/1086622009/h/cggbjqDuWqmCQ6Akhj-JaBuAitVDZd0_Nt3qfcFhwQ8
https://go.birdlife.org.au/e/946822/enewsletter/m65775/1086622009/h/cggbjqDuWqmCQ6Akhj-JaBuAitVDZd0_Nt3qfcFhwQ8
https://hodginslab.com/
https://academic.oup.com/gigascience/article/doi/10.1093/gigascience/giad034/7160702
https://academic.oup.com/gigascience/article/doi/10.1093/gigascience/giad034/7160702
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email if you think that you could help us. I appreciate your 
time and consideration. Hope to hear back from you. 
Kind regards, Prasangi De Silva 

prasangi.desilva@monash.edu 
 
Weeds at the Early Stage of Invasion (WESI): In issue 29 
Newsletter you will find loads of things WESI has been 
involved with.  They're asking for your help in finding 
infestations of an early invader environmental weed, please 
contact kate.blood@delwp.vic.gov.au if you have 
information: 
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/R7F7QbjA23Xc58EB?ref=Link 
 
IPM Checklist: a step-by-step guide for a sustainable 
grains industry: 
The National Pest Information Network has released a new 
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Checklist to demystify 
the processes involved in IPM and provide the Australian 
grains industry with clear, standardised advice.  
Integrated pest management includes a range of 
management methods designed to suppress pest 
populations while reducing reliance on insecticides, 
especially prophylactic use and broad-spectrum products.  
While the benefits of IPM strategies are widely recognised, 
on-farm adoption of management practices which align with 
IPM principles can be a challenge.  
The aim of the checklist is to provide an overview of IPM 
practices and highlight which activities to focus on during 
different stages of the season. 
 
Ag Vic – Managing fire risk on farms – tools, tips, 
resources and a seasonal update: Every farm and farming 
business is unique, being well prepared for bushfires can 
assist farm businesses to recover faster. Planning and 
preparing for the bushfire season includes identifying risks 
and undertaking tasks to prepare your farm ahead of the 
season.  Tools and templates are available in the new Fire 
Preparedness Toolkit: https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/farm-
management/emergency-management/bushfires/fire-toolkit 
 
Grampians National Park – Aerial Pest Animal Operation 
– October 2023: Kailee Savoia – Grampians Ark 
Coordinator Parks Victoria successfully delivered an aerial 
control operation focussing on deer and goats in mid- 
October. This was the first operation under the State 
Governments Protecting Biodiversity funding following the 
successful completion of the Biodiversity Response 
Program. The operation delivered three days of control 
efforts treating large tracts of high value, rugged and remote 
areas. The safe delivery of this program involved temporary 
closures in areas including walking tracks such as the 
Grampians Peaks Trail. The cooperation and support from 
the community, stakeholders, and visitors was integral to the 
successful delivery of this operation. 
 
Trust for Nature: Spotting Sun Moths - The warm summer 
months are when threatened Golden Sun Moths are out and 
about — but only for a day or two! These grassland dwellers 
spend most of their lives as larvae feeding on the roots of 
plants, and the adults only emerge on the warmest, sunniest 
days to reproduce. You can now learn more about protecting 
Golden Sun Moths in a new scientific report, which brings 
together current knowledge of the species and its 
conservation needs. 
 
Read all about it - Their latest Conservation Bulletin is filled 
with the latest news and inspiring success stories. Visit the 
incredible Budj Bim Cultural Landscape, learn about 
wetlands, and meet landholder Tuesday Browell who is 
protecting some of Victoria's ancient sandalwoods - 
https://trustfornature.org.au/resources/conservation-bulletin-
78 
 

Frog ID – Meeting the Expert recording: Our 'Meet the 
Expert' student webinar during FrogID Week is now available 
online. This virtual excursion, delivered by FrogID Lead 
Scientist, Dr Jodi Rowley, delves into why frogs call, their 
adaptations to diverse environments, and how recording their 
calls aids our understanding and conservation of 
ecosystems. 
 
Nature Glenelg Trust (NGT): Newsletter 100 - Thanks to 
funding from the Victorian Government, Lisa, Ayesha, Greg, 
Lachie and Tom have been busy over the past three months 
introducing young people from around the region to the 
values of Walker Swamp. The short-term project had a focus 
on engaging youth aged between 12 and 26 in the 
environment by undertaking activities that are fun, 
educational and useful. The New Growth program is focused 
on youth volunteering and our project aimed to provide short, 
sharp opportunities for young people to engage in 
environmental activities that are not just educational but also 
proactively help the environment. Our participants enjoyed a 
range of activities including bushwalking, bird watching, 
collecting water quality data, identifying flora and fauna and 
tree planting. 
 
We love to be able to provide the opportunity for the 
community to interact with our sites and learn about ecology 
and restoration wherever we can... Visit our website for 
further information: https://natureglenelg.org.au/ 
 
National Farmers Federation (NFF): Deadly fire ant 
spreads to New South Wales – Super pest, the Red 
Imported Fire Ant, has crossed the Queensland border into 
NSW for the first time, sparking calls for authorities to act 
quickly. They pose a threat to humans, can kill native plants, 
and threaten agriculture – a report in 2021 found that the ant 
could cut agricultural output by 40 percent. 
https://nff.org.au/media-release/border-crossing-a-line-in-the-
sand-moment-for-fire-ant-response/ 
 
Trust For Nature (TFN): From 1 January 2024, land 
protected with a covenant through Trust For Nature will be 
exempt from land tax in Victoria. Find out more about the 
land tax exemption and further information and frequently 
asked questions, visit our website: 
https://trustfornature.org.au/ 
To apply for a land tax exemption you will need to contact 
the State Revenue Office (SRO). Applications can be 
received online through My Land Tax (from April 2024 
onwards), by contacting the SRO online, or by mail at:   
State Revenue Office, GPO Box 1641, Melbourne VIC 3001. 

Updated essential herbicide manuals released: The 
Grains Research and Development Corporation (GRDC) has 
released updated editions of two essential herbicide manuals 
for Australian grain growers: ‘Soil behaviour of pre-emergent 
herbicide in Australian farming systems’ and ‘Understanding 
post-emergent herbicide weed control in Australian farming 
systems’. These manuals, first published in 2019 and 2020, 
have undergone a revision that incorporates the latest in 
herbicide research and practice, including the transition to an 
international numbering system for herbicide mode of 
action. This change aligns Australian agricultural practices 
with global standards, ensuring that Australian farmers and 
agronomists have access to the most current and relevant 
information.

 

Download the new ‘Soil Behaviour of Pre-Emergent 
Herbicide in Australian Farming Systems’ manual. 
Download the ‘Understanding Post-Emergent Herbicide 
Weed Control in Australian Farming Systems’ manual. 
 
Landcare Victoria – Upcoming webinars! Get involved in 
the Container Deposit Scheme and more. 
Training opportunities for Landcare Professionals with 
RuralBiz on 14 February 2024 from 1:30pm - 2:15pm. 

mailto:prasangi.desilva@monash.edu
mailto:kate.blood@delwp.vic.gov.au
https://sway.cloud.microsoft/R7F7QbjA23Xc58EB?ref=Link
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/gYI7JuP9bxPWNZ54pWIhVzCv8BDXfk7mVBtHdcvU3bAx/3mrrtik1Rwu5sA0pFPWnrkXh6UJJz1xS1xsYamgOum0x?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agpest.com.au%2Fipm-checklist
https://trustfornature.org.au/resources/conservation-bulletin-78
https://trustfornature.org.au/resources/conservation-bulletin-78
https://nff.org.au/media-release/border-crossing-a-line-in-the-sand-moment-for-fire-ant-response/
https://nff.org.au/media-release/border-crossing-a-line-in-the-sand-moment-for-fire-ant-response/
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/XLjidE4hbx87kzxy1VjKHvNoA4NDYdxHELGSQxHGVGsx/SY7JpnS45Zkp9rUEWhIma64KsUNsriPexFxLf9jiMH8x?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fgrdc.com.au%2Fresources-and-publications%2Fall-publications%2Fpublications%2F2023%2Fsoil-behaviour-of-pre-emergent-herbicides
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/XLjidE4hbx87kzxy1VjKHvNoA4NDYdxHELGSQxHGVGsx/SY7JpnS45Zkp9rUEWhIma64KsUNsriPexFxLf9jiMH8x?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fgrdc.com.au%2Fresources-and-publications%2Fall-publications%2Fpublications%2F2023%2Fsoil-behaviour-of-pre-emergent-herbicides
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/8EBap036LxsbDMN4etscFcVcirAJmLVKwy0PMfzFbRgx/SY7JpnS45Zkp9rUEWhIma64KsUNsriPexFxLf9jiMH8x?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fgrdc.com.au%2Fresources-and-publications%2Fall-publications%2Fpublications%2F2023%2Funderstanding-post-emergent-herbicide-weed-control-in-australian-farming-systems
https://8638fbfd59554b679ff778f16a755928.svc.dynamics.com/t/t/8EBap036LxsbDMN4etscFcVcirAJmLVKwy0PMfzFbRgx/SY7JpnS45Zkp9rUEWhIma64KsUNsriPexFxLf9jiMH8x?targetUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fgrdc.com.au%2Fresources-and-publications%2Fall-publications%2Fpublications%2F2023%2Funderstanding-post-emergent-herbicide-weed-control-in-australian-farming-systems
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An amazing opportunity for Professional Landcarers and 
farmers develop their skills with training tailored to their 
needs. This training program offers a skillset specifically 
designed for Landcare facilitators, to develop community 
coordination and facilitation skills, and a skillset for farmers, 
to improve farm production and management skills. 
 
Learn about the RuralBiz ‘Farmers and Landcare - Growing 
Together!’ training program at this webinar. Registrations 
opening soon! For more information on the program, please 
visit the RuralBiz website: 
https://www.ruralbiztraining.com.au/ 
 
The Container Deposit Scheme and how Landcare groups 
can get involved - 20 February 2024 from 5:30pm - 6:30pm. 
 
Victorians use more than three billion drink containers per 
year. Sadly, many of these are not recycled and end up in 
landfill, hurting the environment we love. We’re excited to 
partner with Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme (CDS Vic) 
- a new recycling initiative that aims to change this. 
 
While reducing litter on our lands, the scheme also provides 
our community with a new way to fundraise. Landcare 
Victoria Inc. in partnership with VicReturn would like to invite 
you to join us for a free online webinar to hear from CDS Vic 
about what this initiative means for our environment and how 
Landcarers can get involved - including examples from other 
groups already registered. 
 
What’s on offer: 
• Learn more about Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme 

• What this means for environmental organisations and 
communities 

• Learn from other groups about their experience 

• How to register as a ‘donation partner’ 
• Ways to fundraise with CDS Vic 

• Free access toa  fundraising guide and supporting 
resources to get started 

 

Registrations are now open. 
 
Landcare Farming: They are excited to bring you another 
Landcare Farming Webinar - On Farm Connectivity Program 
and Farmbot Demo on 26 February 2024 at 11.00am 
(AEDT). 
 
Farmbot is a tool that is used by thousands of graziers to 
remotely monitor their water assets, providing crucial visibility 
and management of this essential input. 
Farmbot’s range of monitors, sensors and easy-to-use 
platform - My Farmbot - provides users with near real-time 
alerts of water levels and trends (via SMS and email). This 
enables farmers to save time and money on driving to check 
water and provides peace of mind to know what is happening 
with their water from anywhere, anytime. 
Join our upcoming webinar to learn how you can save up to 
50% off Farmbot with the Federal Government's On Farm 
Connectivity Program  and see a demonstration of Farmbot 
Monitors.  
 
Interested, but can't make it?  Register online and they will 
send you the full recording: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/on-farm-connectivity-
program-and-farmbot-demo-tickets-
802140011367?aff=oddtdtcreator 
Lisa McIntyre 

Landcare Facilitator for Panyyabyr, Mirranatwa, Bunnugal, 
Glenthompson, Mooralla & Bulart Landcare Groups, Partnership and 

Community Coordinator (Southern Grampians), Nature Glenelg 
Trust 
Phone: 5574 9235 or 0428 749 235 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

GALLERY OFFERS ARTS 
EXPERIENCES FOR 
YOUNGEST VISITORS 

 
Babies, toddlers and children are 
invited for free and $10 multi-

sensory experiences at Hamilton 
Gallery. 
 
Parents and caregivers are invited 
to bring their children to Hamilton 
Gallery for a series of interactive 
community events aimed at babies, 
toddlers and young creatives. 
HG Babies is a free sensory play 
session held monthly for ages 0 – 2 
with the second session on Thursday 22 February. Lil Mates 
is a multisensory art-meets-performance workshop also held 
monthly for ages 2 - 4, with the second session this Saturday 
17 February and tickets $10 per child. For older children, HG 
Play is held weekly on Wednesdays for ages 4 - 11, with free 
creative activities inspired by the current Emerging From 
Darkness exhibition, from tactile paper collages to clay 
sculptures.  
 
Southern Grampians Shire Council CEO, Tony Doyle shared 
his joy at seeing the community’s smallest residents visit for 
such events.  
 
'What I love about programs like these is how they bring 
people into the gallery who might not normally visit. They 
create unique opportunities for both parents and their little 
ones make new connections in the community and share 
engaging experiences together,’ said Mr Doyle.  
 
The programs give parents and young children the 
opportunity to experience the exhibition in ways that cater 
towards their needs, from the use of soft floor mats and 
sensory toys to early sessions held before the gallery 
publicly opens allowing young visitors to make noise. 
 
Activities are designed to develop children’s language and 
communication, social, emotional and multisensory skills, 
alongside helping to develop a sense of self.  
Events take place amidst the ground-floor gallery spaces 
with tickets inclusive of exhibition entry to allow parents to 
experience the exhibition whilst their children are absorbed in 
activities.  
 
The Gallery is also hosting regular opportunities for guided 
tours of the exhibition and one-off events including an 
insightful seminar, a creative mixer networking event and an 
Australian Chamber Choir concert before the exhibition 
closes on April 14.  
 
Tickets can be booked at hamiltongallery.org or by 
contacting the gallery. 

https://www.ruralbiztraining.com.au/
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DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH 
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men 
and women to be members and renew their 
membership to ensure the future of the RSL 
locally. Membership renewal is $40.00 per 
person. If you are a relative of ex-service men 

or women, you can also join the RSL. Affiliate memberships 
are also available to members of emergency services 
(police, fire brigade, CFA, ambulance and/or SES). 
By becoming a member of the RSL, you will enjoy the 
privilege of having joined one of Australia's oldest and most 
revered organisations and supporting your local RSL Sub-
Branch. An organisation committed to selfless service on 
behalf of the nation, which is dedicated to honouring those 
who have served our nation through military service, and that 
focuses on the care of veterans and their dependants. 
Application forms are available from the Secretary/Treasurer, 
Terrie Nicholson on 0487 416 971. 
 
Bombing of Darwin Day on Monday 19 February: We 
observe Bombing of Darwin Day on the anniversary of the 
day in 1942 when Darwin, in northern Australia, was first 
bombed by Japanese warplanes. The people of Darwin 
suffered terribly during this time and many civilians were 
evacuated. To this day, this action remains the largest and 
most devastating modern attack by a foreign power on 
mainland Australia. Bombing of Darwin Day is a time for us 
to recognise and remember the allied service personnel and 
civilians who suffered through that experience. 
Significance of the date 
Since the 1930s, Darwin had been a strategic trading port at 
the top end of Australia. During World War II, the Allies used 
Darwin as a military base and transit point for the defence of 
the Netherlands East Indies. With Australian and allied 

troops stationed there, Darwin's population had more than 
doubled by 1942. 
 
At 9:58 am on 19 February 1942, 27 bombers accompanied 
by fighter escorts began the first Japanese air raid on the 
Australian mainland. Closely followed by aircraft, their goal 
was to destroy the Allies' military base in Darwin. From 
Darwin, the Allies could contest the Japanese invasion of 
nearby islands, Timor and Java. 
 
The Japanese mounted two air attacks that day. 
 
The first attack focused on the town centre and the harbour. 
Many buildings and ships were destroyed, including public 
buildings like the Darwin Post Office, the police barracks and 
the office of the Administrator of the Northern Territory. 

 
People survey the bombed 
Post Office and postmaster's 
residence where 9 people 
died after the first Japanese 

air raid on Darwin on 19 
February 1942. AWM 
P00480.001 

 
Of the 47 ships in 
Darwin's harbour that 

day, 8 were sunk, one was beached and lost, and 11 were 
damaged. One bomb fell through the several decks of the 
hospital ship HMAS Manunda before exploding: 
The ship disintegrated in a burst of flame which appeared to 
grow out and reach a height of 100 feet [30 m]. She finally 
pointed her nose to the sky and disappeared in a pall of 
black oily smoke, the gun on her fo'c's'le firing to the bitter 
end. (Unnamed observer, in Peter and Sheila Forrest, 
Federation Frontline, Darwin, 2001, p 48) 
 
At 11:58 am the same day, the second air attack began. 
 
The Japanese bombed the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) Base Darwin in an attack that lasted 25 minutes. 
Two hangars and a central store were destroyed, and blocks 
of the airmen's quarters and a hospital were severely 
damaged. 
 
Australian servicemen in Darwin 
repairing a bombed building after the 

second air raid by Japanese 
warplanes on 19 February 1942. 
These were possibly huts at the 

RAAF base. AWM NWA0447 

 
Continued attacks 
Between 19 February 1942 and 12 November 1943, the 
Japanese mounted 97 air attacks on towns and military 
bases across northern Australia. Broome was attacked on 3 
March. More air raids were made on Wyndham, Port 
Hedland and Derby in Western Australia, Darwin and 
Katherine in the Northern Territory, Townsville and Mossman 
in Queensland, and Horn Island in the Torres Strait. 
On 31 May 1942, the war came to the east coast of 
Australia, when 3 Japanese midget submarines entered 
Sydney Harbour. In June 1942, a submarine lightly shelled 
coastal suburbs of Sydney and Newcastle. 
 
Japanese submarines also attacked coastal ships, causing 
the loss of around 29,000 tons of shipping. 
 
Commemoration of those who died 
More than 250 people, both allied service personnel and 
civilians, died in Darwin on 19 February 1942. 
 
Members from all 3 Australian armed services were among 
those who died, ranging from wing commanders right 
through to cooks. Members of the United States Navy and 
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Air Force were also among the casualties. A large number of 
lives lost included merchant seamen, postal workers and 
civilians. These were everyday Australians simply going 
about their daily lives. 

The names of civilians who died are not recorded on the Roll 
of Honour at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. 
Instead, they are commemorated by name in Darwin, where 
many of them are buried. 

The Darwin Cenotaph and memorial garden in Bicentennial 
Park overlook the harbour. This is where the first shots were 
fired in defence of Darwin by the 14th Anti-Aircraft Battery. 
The monument continues to be a place of commemoration 
for all those who died and suffered in the Bombing of 
Darwin.¹ 
 

¹https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/commemoration/days/bombing-of-
darwin 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


