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FROM Mrs Dee-Anne Gerring, Acting Principal... 
 

Firstly I would like to inform the community and congratulate Mr Leroy Mojica-Perez and Mr Latham Wishart on 

their appointments to St Mary’s Primary School in Hamilton for 2020. Mr Perez and Mr Wishart have been 

valuable additions to our teaching staff over the past two years and they will be sadly missed. We wish them all the 

best in their new ventures and will enjoy having them with us for the remainder of 2019. 

I’d like to thank everyone for a great start to Term 4. As I continue to build my knowledge, prepare for our School 

Review with staff and plan for 2020, I thank all for your consideration and support while we continue to move 

forward as a great school. Thank you to families for returning their feedback forms. We are in the process of 

planning for 2020, taking into consideration school, parent and student feedback and priorities. Our aim is to 

provide a wide range of opportunities for our students within the constraints of a small school structure. With 

many ideas, we can have change and achieve great things! 

Last but certainly not least, WHAT A DAY and EXPERIENCE yesterday was with our visit from Camp Quality’s 

esCarpade! It was a day to remember! We are very grateful to the organisation for visiting our school. I am in awe 

of the amazing work these wonderful people are doing for a very worthy cause. I am also so incredibly proud of 

our school community. You all showcased our school in an absolutely spectacular way! A huge thank you to all 
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OCTOBER 2019 
Walk to School Month 

 Wednesday 23 Kinder to Prep Transition Program - Dunkeld Kindergarten students to visit the Prep class at  
approximately 9.20am. 

 Thursday  24 Western District Schools Spelling Competition at Warrnambool Primary School. 

 Friday  25 Organisation of a Readers Workshop PD - Anne Gilbert and Mary-Ellen Evans attending. 

 Monday  28 Meeting of Year 5 parents in relation to assisting with the Grade 6 Graduation evening. 

 Wednesday 30 P & F Association’s ‘Big Blokes Breakfast’ at the school from 7.30am to 8.45am. 

 Thursday 31 Walk to School Day. Students to meet at the corner of Macarthur Street and Victoria Valley Road at  
8.45am. 
SAKG Kitchen Garden Classes. Year 6 will be preparing and sharing in the Kitchen.  Please bring  
$4.00 for your class.  

 

NOVEMBER 2019 

 Friday  1 School Assembly commencing at 2.35pm. 

 Monday  4 Pupil Free Day.  

 Thursday 7 Whole school excursion to ‘Classic Kids’ performance by the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra (MSO)  
at the Hamilton PAC. 

 Tuesday  12 Possum Magic performance at the Hamilton PAC for Prep – Year 3 students. 

 Thursday 14 Kinder to Prep Transition Program - Kinder students to attend school from 9.00am – 2.20pm. 
Speech Therapy Assistant Training PD – Helen Trahar and Clare Kennedy attending. 

 Friday  15 Speech Therapy Assistant Training PD – Helen Trahar and Clare Kennedy attending 

 Saturday 16 Dunkeld Races School Council Fundraiser – ticket booth at the Dunkeld Races.  

 Sunday  17 Dunkeld Races School Council Fundraiser – clean-up at Dunkeld Race Course from 9:00am to  
10:30am. Parents, staff and students are welcome to assist – bring your own gloves. 

 Friday  22 House Athletics. 

 Monday  25 Kinder to Prep Transition Program - Kinder students to attend school from 9.00am – 2.20pm. 
 

DECEMBER 2019 

 Tuesday  10 Kinder to Prep Transition Program - Kinder children attending school from 9.00am - 3.25pm. 
    Parent Information Session for parents/carers (of Prep children in 2020) at 2.30pm in the school hall. 
    Orientation Day for all students stepping into their classes for 2020. 
    Orientation Day for Grade 6 students going into Year 7 in 2020. 

 Thursday 12 Year 6 Graduation. 

 Wednesday 18 Whole School Concert at the Dunkeld Community Centre. 
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involved in the exceptional planning, preparation and execution of the day. There has been a huge amount of work 

go into this event and it wouldn’t be possible without our Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden team of Clare 

Kennedy, Lisa McIntyre, Naomie Phillips and their band of volunteers and donations of goods. To all our staff and 

students who made gifts, posters, bunting and cards; worked tirelessly on the day and represented our school in the 

best possible way, we are so proud! School Captains; Campbell Glazebrook, Abby Lazzari and Jasmine Crawford 

presented a cheque of $926.80 from the senior students’ Social Service program, as a donation to the Camp 

Quality esCarpade. The appreciation of the effort you all went to was evident with the absolute joy, emotion and 

graciousness from the esCarpade participants. It was said repeatedly that this was the BEST visit, lunch and venue 

they have ever had! WOW! Well done!  

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 School Council would like to thank and congratulate the SAKG Program, students, staff and community groups for hosting the Camp 

Quality esCarpade on Tuesday 22 October, which was a wonderful event for our community to be involved with.  

 A successful working bee was held on Sunday 13 October, and we would like to sincerely thank the parents and the students for all 

their hard work and efforts. Thank you also to the Grampians Cricket Club for hosting a complimentary barbecue for lunch. 

 The next School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 29 October commencing at 7.30pm in the school staffroom. 
 

CAMP QUALITY ESCARPADE ON TUESDAY 22 OCTOBER 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
REFLECTIONS AND QUOTES FROM STUDENTS 

 
On Tuesday 22 October a group called Camp Quality esCarpade came to raise money for kids with Cancer so they can just be kids.  Some 
of our parents cooked lunch with lots of yummy slices for dessert. Year 6 helped serve the food and clean up.  It was exciting to see the 
cars come in with their sirens and decorations.  Batman’s vehicle had a water gun and the Mario Cart car had a loud speaker.  As the cars 
entered they threw lots of lollies for us to catch.  We didn’t expect to receive the lollies when we were trying to do something good for 
someone else.  We gave the support crews a jar of preserved lemons with recipe cards and a thank you card.  The camp organisers / 
officials were really impressed with our school welcome.   
At the end of the puppet show, the school presented the esCarpade organisers with a cheque representing the money raised by the 
school’s  Social Service Mother’s Day and Father’s Day stalls.  Campbell Glazebrook, Amity Haley and Myles Haley – Year 6. 

 
As I abruptly looked up, I saw glistening lollies flying through the air all around me. Thud, thud, thud as the children sprinted like cheetahs 
to harvest the feast of sugar. Lucy Fraser - Year 5 
 
Cars arrived as kids cheered with delight. Lollies showered us as we scavenged the ground hoping to find the most lollies.  Yesterday was 
a really good day because we raised money for kids with cancer and helped a lot of people. Grace Potter, Year 5 
 
As I hear a car go past I curiously turn around shocked with amazement. I see this little red and gold Ironman car drive past with his head 
out the window. I see everybody getting showered with lollies, pencils, badges and balls. I stare in amazement at Ironman’s astonishing 
car. I think to myself ‘What a day…’  Angus Heazlewood - Year 5 
 
“There was an amazing puppet show and I think 50 cars.” Edward Alderman - Year 1 

“There were lots of cars and an amazing puppet show.” Clementine Blackwell – Year 2 
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There were lots of amazing cars and they threw out lollies and we had a sausage sizzle.” Harry McShane – Year 2 

“The sausages were spectacular and the play was brilliant.” Max Russell – 

Year 2 

“There were lots of characters from movies and the lollies were yum.” Isla 

Oldfield - Year 1. 

“All of the characters from the movies were amazing.” Gemma Kyle - Year 2 

“I was really excited on the day because we had a fantastic time at the 

puppet show.” Elodie Cochran and Henrietta Patterson – Year 1 

On Tuesday, the esCarpade came to our school. Lots of lollies and lots of cars came and they threw lollies everywhere and we picked 
them up. We watched a puppet show and then we went back to our classroom. They were very funny and it was the best day ever. By 
James Manolas, Prep. 

On Tuesday the esCarpade and Mickey Mouse to the esCarpade and Iron man and Batman and Superman and lots of lollies went flying 
and I got lots and lots. By Taj Parker, Prep. 

On Tuesday, the esCarpade game to our school. Lots of very cool cars parked on the oval. They gave us lollies and then I got chips and 
popcorn. First we watched the funny cars come in. We were the first ones out. It was the best day of my life. Christmas came early. We 
made posters for them. By Minu Sutherland, Prep. 

On Tuesday, the cars came to the school and they gave us lots of lollies then they also gave us popcorn. They were nice very very very 
very nice. They were funny. I saw cat in the hat. By Olivia Balkin, Prep. 

On Tuesday, the esCarpade came to our school.  I got lots of lollies. Then I got two popcorn packets, then I got three chips packets. They 
were very kind people. By Archie Cant-McKindlay, Prep 

WANNON WATER POSTER COMPETITION 
 

 

At assembly on Friday, Wannon Water employee Julie Dinning and Adam Bestar from Glenelg Hopkins CMA 
presented the students pictured; Pippa, Jack, Tom and Alexander with their prizes in the Wannon Water Poster 
Competition.  In the Year 1/2 Group Jack received a prize of $100 and his poster will be submitted to the State 
level of competition for judging.  In the Year 5/6 Group second prize of $50 went to Pippa while equal third went 
to Tom and Alexander.  Each received $25 and a prize pack.   
 
Due to the success of the above students our school will also receive a prize from Wannon Water for 
participating. 

 
 

WALK TO SCHOOL DAY THURSDAY 31 OCTOBER 2019 
Thursday 31 October has been selected as ‘Walk to School Day’ by our school.  While students have been embracing the Walk to School 
program conducted for all of October we hope to see as many students as possible gather at the corner of Macarthur Street and 
Victoria Valley Road at 8.45am on the 31 October.  School bus travelers will also be able to join in the morning walk as school buses will 

stop to allow them to walk the final leg to school. 
 
Due to our school participating in the Walk to School program, we have received a complimentary supermarket gift card. On Thursday 31 
October, the Year 6 students will be preparing some healthy treats in their SAKG Kitchen class for all students to have after their 
lunch.  

P & F ASSOCIATION  
The annual Big Blokes Breakfast is only a week away and I'm so grateful to all those who have offered their time and donations of food. 
Clearly named containers of quiches and muffins can be left in the fridge in the SAKG kitchen on Tuesday 29 October. Looking for a 
couple of early bird helpers to assist from 7am on the morning of the breakfast (Wednesday 30 October), please contact me if you’re able 
to help. A reminder to the Big Blokes attending that we are asking for a gold coin donation for Movember, supporting Men's Health 
initiatives. 
 
Thanks to everyone who filled shifts and offered to help at the Lego Tent at the Three Peaks festival, again your help is very much 
appreciated! Such a great event, the P & F are grateful for the opportunity to help out!  
Thanks again.  Ruth Kyle, P & F President – ph: 0428 954 248 email: writetomargo@hotmail.com 

GREATER WESTERN REGION ATHLETICS - FRIDAY 11 OCTOBER 2019    
 
Maxi – I was a bit nervous but I had my best go and was very proud of myself.  It was a lot of fun but I got 
even more nervous when the event started an hour after it was meant to.  I jumped 1m 23cm and came 5th 
out of 12.  I saw Sebastian and Zander compete. I cheered them on.   
 
Myles – On Friday I learnt how a more advanced competition operates.  It was a good experience 
altogether.  I learnt that they had a starting gum with a weird beep rather than a bang.  The track was firm 
and grippy.  We had to leave straight after my event but I did get to see Sebastian compete in his event. 
 

100% Attendance 

CONGRATULATIONS HAYDEN 

As a school community we would like to congratulate Hayden on attending school every day in Semester 1! 

 
 

mailto:writetomargo@hotmail.com
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Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program (SAKG)  

From the Kitchen… by Clare Kennedy 
On behalf of the SAKG Program, I thank you who have helped in so many 
ways to make the Camp Quality esCarpade SAKG Lunch a wonderful day. 
You are very, very kind and you are very, very appreciated. 
 
Thank you for your donations of funds and groceries, thank you for your donation of time 
spent preparing and helping serve lunch and cleaning up. Thank you for helping with the 
setting up and cleaning up. Thank you to the staff for making the students aware of what was 
happening and why. Thank you to 
Helen Trahar, Angus Lean and 
Mrs Nicholson for all of the extra 

bits and pieces that helped make the day wonderful.  Thank you to the students 
for your beautiful art pieces that brightened up the surrounds and made drivers 
and support crew feel so welcome and special.   Thank you to School Council 
Facilities members and Paul and Naomie Phillips for helping with equipment.  
Thank you to the students who made lovely gifts of herb bags and preserved 
lemons for our special guests. To our Year 6 students, thank you for your 
expertise in serving lunch and being fabulous hosts. Listening and observing 
you talking to our guests with such confidence and smiles and speaking so 
proudly of your Kitchen Garden program and school was just delightful to 
witness.  I am so proud of you.  
 
Thank you to the Dunkeld Refugee and Asylum Seekers group for the delicious slices and sweet treats enjoyed by our visitors. Thank you 
to the Dunkeld & District Lions Club for your kindness and being part of our special day.  
 
One of the participants mentioned, “I have been doing the esCarpade for 25 years and this is the best reception we have ever had. Thank 
you!” 
 
To the Camp Quality esCarpade participants and support crew you are inspiring and as quoted by Oliver from Year 5, ‘giving hope and 
kindness.’ 

REMINDER!!! - SAKG TOMATO PLANT ORDERS AND MONEY DUE BY FRIDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2019 
 

Notice Board 
 

 

KINDER TO PREP TRANSITION PROGRAM 
 

Today our Prep students received a visit from the Dunkeld Kindergarten students.  This visit was a part of our scheduled Kinder to Prep 
Transition program.  Starting with short visits the program then advances to longer days at school with their kindergarten teachers in 
attendance.  The program then finishes with kindergarten students attending school for two days without their kindergarten teachers.  On 
Tuesday 10 December, the day of transition there will be an information session for 2020 Parents of Prep students and all grades will step 
up to their new classroom for next year. 
If you happen to see Kindergarten parents or students over the coming months please make them feel welcome. 
 
 

UPDATE OF STUDENT INFORMATION 
 

Just a quick reminder that the school requires updated contact information for students and parents.  Please keep in mind that if you 
change address or phone number the school needs to be notified.  In addition we would be pleased to receive any information that you 
believe is relevant to the school’s relationship with you and your child. 
 

SCHOOL HOUSE ATHLETICS  
The School House Athletics will be held on Friday 22 November 2019 commencing with long distance races (800 metres and 200 metres) 

at 9.15am.  Should inclement weather prevent the sports occurring on the 22 November, the alternate date at this stage shall be Friday of 
the following week, 29 November 2019. 
 
 

HEAD LICE 
 
 

We have had an instance of head lice reported this week and seek your co-operation in an effort to contain the situation. 
As it is that time of the year again I ask that you regularly check your child’s hair and in instances where head lice or eggs are found, treat 
your child’s hair.  
Health regulations require that where a child has head lice, that child should not return to school until the day after appropriate treatment 
has started. Please note, this refers only to those children who have live head lice and does not refer to head lice eggs. 
If head lice or eggs are found on your child’s hair you need to inform:  

 the school and advise when the treatment has started, via the Action Taken Form (available on the school website).  

 parents or carers of your child’s friends so they too have the opportunity to detect and treat their children if necessary.  
 
The Dunkeld Consolidated School is aware that head lice can be a sensitive issue and is committed to maintaining your confidentiality.  

HATS 
As a Sun Smart school we require that all students wear a school hat when outside.  With instances of head lice we are not in a position to 

lend out hats to students.  If students do not have a hat, they will be required to play in our undercover areas only.   
 

REMINDERS 
 

MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2019 IS A PUPIL FREE DAY.  NO STUDENTS AT SCHOOL 
 
Thursday 24 October 2019: 
SAKG Garden Friends – Paul Callander, Carol Burger, Kylie Huzony, Margaret Cooper, Kaye Wraith, Lyndal Smith, Erin Parker, Brian 
Mathews, Dave Fanning  SAKG Kitchen Friends – Heather Hampton, Jackie Mibus, Kaye Wraith. 
Thursday 31 October 2019: 
SAKG Garden Friends –Margaret Cooper, Stacey Balkin, Kaye Wraith, Brian Mathews, Dave Fanning SAKG Kitchen Friends – Heather 

Hampton, Mel Peace, Carol Burger, Kylie Huzony 


