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Hiker Airlifted to safety from Mount Sturgeon 
 

On Monday 9 September we were called to assist with a patient on Mount 
Sturgeon, they unfortunately had a fall and sustained a few injuries close to the 
peak of the mountain. 
 

Huge thank you to our SES Dunkeld Unit Crew for getting the gear up there.  
 

Thank you also to Helicopter Emergency Medical Services (HEMS) who came 
from Bendigo and airlifted the patient to hospital and saved us a carry out and 
to CFA, FRV, Paramedics and Police who all assisted. 

 
 

 
Want to learn new skills that are useful in all areas of your life? 
If you want to make a real difference as part of your community, become a VICSES volunteer. Join us: 
www.ses.vic.gov.au/join-us  Or call into the SES Dunkeld Unit on a Wednesday evening at 7.30pm,  
40 Templeton Street, Dunkeld. 
 

The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in our local district and surrounds, 
including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District 
Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion without notification. 

Dunkeld & District  

Newsletter 
Distributed fortnightly on Wednesday (except during School Holidays) 
Printed at the Dunkeld Consolidated School – E&OE 

Issue No: 16/2024    Date: Wednesday 9 October 2024 

 

Sponsored by Lions Club 
 

DONATIONS 
Anonymous   $100 
John and Joy Templeton $  50 
Do Barr   $  50 
Tom and Heather Napier $  40 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to offset all expenses relating 
to producing it. Please send in your donation to the Dunkeld Consolidated School 
office where it will be receipted and an acknowledgement made via the 
Newsletter. A receipt will be provided. Please make cheques payable to the 
“Dunkeld Consolidated School.”  
Direct deposit to BSB: 633 000 Account: 1430 91510 – please include your 
name as a reference so we may acknowledge your donation. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ses.vic.gov.au/join-us?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3DbEgZ57CzxsrAhkIOqcoRDthSJo0wkF1YdAlxdCc5h7GPMihQFET9b88_aem_AQwmYLgz-ZHwLSphn8yjC7oX9gpNSEJ6tf8U70XIBx6j91WSbWl93vwaOxt6cI4CobueS5ER7B0kANTPz-PVILPU
http://matchbin-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/public/sites/529/assets/6WE0_lionlogo_2c.jpg
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Dunkeld Writers Festival - August 2024 
 
The festival kicked off with Leigh Hobbs [creator 
of Old Tom] and Kaye Baillie presenting 
entertaining sessions at Dunkeld Consolidated 
School.  The children were engaged and 

enthusiastic, drawing characters and writing stories.  In conjunction with Hamilton Library, 
Leigh Hobbs presented two sessions which were attended by 120 students from primary 
schools from different parts of Southern Grampians, including Balmoral, Branxholme, 
Penshurst, Good Shepherd and The Hamilton & Alexandra College. 
 
There were many highlights over the weekend, including: 
Friday Night Book Club, chaired by Michael Williams, in conversation with Marieke Hardy and 
Jason Steger, stars of the ABC Book Show.  Books discussed were ‘The Bee Sting’ by Paul 
Murray, ‘Women and Children’ by Tony Birch and ‘The Ministry of Time’ by Kailene Bradley.  
There were several sessions about different aspects of crime writing, featuring J P Pomare, 
Katherine Kovacic, Sarah Krasnostein, Jane Sullivan, Steven Carroll and Karen 
Viggers.  Great moments in sport and inside stories about sports people we admire 
and cheer for featured in the sessions chaired by John Harms and Warwick 
Hadfield in conversation with Adam McNicol, Karen Viggers and Barry Judd.   
 
The James Dawson Oration celebrated people and places in western Victoria and 
dovetailed into an interesting discussion of Eugene Von Guerard’s paintings and 
what they tell us about our landscape.  Another aspect of history was explored in 
the session ‘Where Did You Find That Recipe?’ and what old cookbooks tell us 
about our past.  The last session of the Festival featured a rousing version of ‘Sweet 
Caroline’ by Neil Diamond.  This song has become a victory song for many sporting 
codes in North America. 
 
More photos and a video clip on Facebook under Dunkeld Writers Festival. 
The Dunkeld Writers Festival wouldn’t be possible without significant sponsorship 
and support from: 

● Royal Mail Hotel  

● Southern Grampians Shire Council 

● Regional Arts Victoria 

● Dunkeld Tourism Association 

● Baumgartners (represented by Paul Carrazzo) 

● Bespoke Design Photography + Web + Design (Samantha Kaspers) 

● Indigenous Research Centre at State Library Victoria 

● Grampians Wimmera Tourism Association  
● West Country Creative (Julie Kincaide) 
● Izzy’s Hospitality 

● Bellcourt Books 

● Roz Greenwood Old and Rare Books 

● Sterling Place: Dunkeld Community Centre 

● Marion Colton 

A big thank you to the volunteers who helped before and during the Festival. 
Carolyn Alexander    Pat Cameron  
Lou Drummond     Oliver Falla 
Peter Gilbert     Connor Gordon 
Diana Henkel     Amelia Jackson 
Heather Macgugan    Evelyn Maclean 
Peter Maclean     Marylou McDonald 
Jenny Maggs     Miranda Mildenhall 
Geoff Montgomery 
Special mention of Heather Macgugan who prepared beautiful floral displays which 
graced the stage at Sterling Place.  
Also, a big thank you to Neil Scott who drove the bus on Saturday. 
This event happens because of a very hard-working committee.  Thank you to Roz 
Greenwood, Jeff Greene, Mary McArthur, John Myers, Kylie Schurmann and Cathy 
Taber. 
 

SAVE THE DATE – 29 to 31 AUGUST 2025! 
Mary-Ann Brown, Chair, Dunkeld Writers Festival 
Images are credit to Samantha Kaspers Bespoke Design 
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TO Purchase tickets  -  

 

use the QR Code      

 

or go to: 

https://www.trybooking.com/CVORD 
 

 

Tickets $40 each 

 

BYO Drinks & Nibbles 

 

 

 
 

 
 
250 Words from Father David 
 

Your mission today is to be the answer to someone’s prayer. 
 

It was a cutesy poster I saw in a church once. The photo showed someone embracing a raggedy child. While the photo 

engaged me, it was the caption that stayed with me long after. 

Your mission today is to be the answer to someone’s prayer. 

 

There’s at least two ways of ‘being the answer to someone’s prayer.’ 

First, when we deliberately plot this. We consciously choose to go and be with old so and so who really needs… to be 

listened to, some chicken noodle soup, two chocolate Tim Tams or a beverage of something fabulous or a combo deal. 

 

This is convivial, enjoyable and fruitful. The mystery is that the less that is said, the more that is accomplished. 

Further, we often discover that poor old so and so is actually the answer to our prayer. We just didn’t realise it when 

we set out and often we don’t realise it until much later. 

 

The other thing that happens more frequently is when a conversation bubbles back up after a long period of 

hibernation. We didn’t set out to do anything much and in fact we had forgotten all about the chat. Not so for the other 

party.  

 

They took our words to themselves and the words are still ringing loudly in that person’s heart and lives. This is not 

something you can contrive or write into your dairy with carefully chosen words and phrases. The process happens 

almost externally to ourselves. Not because of us, but in spite of us. 

 

You can do this. I have watched you do it, especially in those times when you were just being you. The hard bit is 

accepting this sublime truth and rejoicing in the undeniable fact that we are all the answer to someone’s prayer. 

 
Father David Oulton 

Phone:  0435 867 040 

Email:  droulton72@gmail.com 

 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/CVORD
mailto:droulton72@gmail.com
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CHURCH SERVICES 
Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Parish Priest - Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161  Website: www.westernborder.church 

 

2nd Week Sunday  October 13   No mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week Sunday  October 20  8.30am Mass  
4th Week Sunday  October 27  9.00am Assembly of Word and Communion 
 
1st Week Sunday  November 3    8.30am Mass  
2nd Week Sunday  November 10   No mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week Sunday  November 17  8.30am Mass  
4th Week Sunday  November 24  9.00am Assembly of Word and Communion 
   

 
Dunkeld Uniting / Anglican Congregation Church Service Times 
Sunday  13 October UNITING 5.00pm at Sterling Place Community Centre.  
Sunday  20 October  ANGLICAN ST MARY’S 5.00pm Father David Olton  
Sunday  27 October  UNITING 5.00pm Jim Hewett Sterling Place Community Centre  
ALL VERY WELCOME. Inquiries contact Heather Macgugan heathermac.4@bigpond.com  0400 952 716  

 

Warrayure Trinity Lutheran Church  

  
 

 
 

 
WHAT’S ON OCTOBER / NOVEMBER   –    PLEASE CHECK THROUGH THE NEWSLETTER AND USE 
                                                                          BELOW TO FILL IN THE DATES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO YOU 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
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http://www.westernborder.church/
mailto:heathermac.4@bigpond.com
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Dunkeld Arboretum Toilet 
 

We are very excited that 

this project can now 

progress, with planning 

for this well under way. 

The estimated cost will be 

approximately $35,000. If 

you would like to donate to this project bank details 

are as follows. 
 

Dunkeld Public Lands Committee  

BSB 633 000 

Account   137 424 792 
 

Alternatively contact –  

Frank Raymond on 0456 772 257 or  

Wendy Trotter-Prust on 0417 167 201 
 

 

DUNKELD PUBLIC LANDS 
There will be a Working Bee along Salt Creek on 

Sunday 13 October around 9.30am. We need to 

clean up the walking tracks and areas along the 

bank, as there’s a lot of long grass and fallen 

branches which create fire hazards.  We would 

appreciate assistance from the community for a 

couple of hours in the morning, if you can help on 

the day.  

Frank Raymond 

DPL Committee 
 

 

DUNKELD MUSEUM NEWS  
 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS:   

Sunday 1.00pm – 5.00pm and 

Thursday 1.00pm – 4.00pm 
(Other times by appointment) 

 

WEBSITE: Visit our website! 

dunkeldmuseum.org.au  

 

MUSEUM DUTY ROSTER 

Sun 13 Oct Heather Funk and Di Duckmanton 

Sun 20 Oct  Simon Armytage, Jenny and  

Pauline Crawford 

 

Our AGM: Which took place on 19 September 

was attended by a small crowd. The meeting was 

followed by guest speaker, Peter Nelson who 

spoke of his experiences in the aviation industry, a 

most interesting story, so interesting we have 

asked Peter if he would consider repeating his 

presentation for those who unfortunately missed 

out on hearing of his experiences. 

Upcoming events: October will be a busy month 

for our volunteers. Each Sunday in the month will 

be free entry and afternoon tea for Seniors (over 60 

years), our two young junior volunteers will guide 
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visitors through the museum and be hosts for 

these days. 

On Saturday 19 October: We will conduct a 

sausage sizzle/tea and coffee at the Sawmill Open 

Day (anyone who would like to volunteer or cook 

some cakes for this event would be warmly 

welcomed). 

On Wednesday 23 October: We will be hosting 

approximately 70 Grade 3/4 children from the 

Gray Street Primary School (Patsy Waller, 

Heather Macgugan and John Smith will co-

ordinate a program for their visit). We are 

currently setting up a mini classroom section to 

give the children a feel of what school was like in 

bygone days - we have had many school related 

items donated to make this display possible. 

  

Don’t forget to keep in mind our major 

fundraising event - Antiques Muster at Devon 

Park on Saturday 7 December, in the near future 

we will be asking for expressions of interest in 

this event to plan our logistics for the day. 

Joyce Gordon, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

SENIORS MONTH - October 
Free entry and afternoon tea to  

all over 60 years of age 

 at the Dunkeld Museum 
 

We invite you to join us at the Museum 

on any Sunday in October around 2.30pm 

Sunday 6 

  Sunday 13 

  Sunday 20 

  Sunday 27 

Afternoon tea will be provided by  

the Dunkeld Museum Committee 

Supported by the Southern Grampians Shire 

 

OTR DUNKELD 
HAPPENINGS 

Bizarre Bazaar – Dunkeld’s 
Christmas Market is on again 
this year! 

Christmas gifts, market stalls, music, food, raffle, lucky dip, 
kids’ Xmas crafts and much more. 
Family fun for everyone at Dunkeld’s Christmas market! 
 
This year we have some great food van’s and lots of great 
Christmas gift ideas, stay tuned! 
Interested stall holders can contact otrdunkeld@gmail.com 
or call 0405 385 359 for a market stall or food vender 
applications form.  Inexpensive space hire and a fun vibe. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Felting Fun at OTR Dunkeld held on Sunday 29 
September 2024 

The September Skills 
Session was all about 
needle felting, how it 
works, how to felt a 
needled felted ball and 
then how to make your 
own festive garland or 
decoration.   
Thank you to everyone 
that attended. Lots of 
laughs, great company 
and everyone went 
home with their 
masterpieces! 

 
COMING UP AT OTR Dunkeld 
 

Resin Jewellery and Trinkets Workshop 
Saturday 26 October 2024 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 
 

Jewellery & trinkets 101  

Create unique items using a low smell, 
biodegradable epoxy resin 

Easy instructions  

Good social event  

Start your resin journey with this beginners’ 
workshop! 

Nibbles and refreshments included 
 
Not recommended for pregnant 
women. Over 18’s only. You will be 
required to pick up your items the 
following day between 12.00-2.00pm 
 

mailto:otrdunkeld@gmail.com
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Bookings are essential via  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/940750850117?
aff=oddtdtcreator 

 
Music Jam – Skills Session Series 
Sunday 27 October 2024 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

Musically talented, or just 
want to have a go?  Locals 
are getting together on the 
last Sunday of October to 
share song, sound, voice 
or whatever their vibe in 
the lovely little space that is 
OTR Dunkeld. 
 
All welcome, entry via 
donation, check out our 
Facebook page for more 
details. 

 

Santa’s Workshop 
Sunday 24 November 2024 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
Santa's Workshop is on again this year at OTR Dunkeld!! 
Bringing sustainable gift making to us just in time for 
Christmas. 

 
Coil baskets, snow 
domes, ornaments, 
Christmas cards, gift 
tags, reusable 
Christmas Crackers, 
plant seed packet, tea 
sachets, felted 
ornaments, trivets, 
linen lavender pillows, 
loaded holiday cookie 
mix in a jar and much 
more.... 
All ages welcome, 
donation on entry, 

whatever you can afford, all materials supplied. Guidance 
provided. Surprise your loved ones with a handmade gift this 
year.  
 
Check out some of the amazing things we made last year! 

 
Make your own Christmas Wreath or Table Centre 
Piece with Artist, Lisa 
Addinsall 
Sunday 1 December 2024 
10.00am – 4.00pm 
 
More details and booking 
information to come! 
 

ABOUT US 
Off The Rails Dunkeld is a voluntary, community-run Not-
For-Profit Organisation, dedicated to facilitating arts, 
educational, creative, and cultural opportunities for locals 
and the wider community in the beautiful heritage Dunkeld 
Railway Station. 
 
Community spaces play a crucial role in providing residents 
with a sense of belonging and identity. They offer a place for 
people to connect, socialise and engage in activities, 
fostering a sense of community spirit and shared purpose. 
This space is for everyone, so if you want to get involved let 
us know, or just come along! 

 

HIRE THE SPACE 
Got an idea you’d like to run with to use this lovely space? 
Want to run a workshop, a class, share some skills, host a 
community event, or just hang with your club in a cool 
space?  
The rental market is still completely affordable at OTR! 
Feel free to contact us on otrdunkeld@gmail.com or call 
0405 385 359. 
We would like to thank the people of Dunkeld, and 
surrounds, for their support in 2024. 

 
The Old Bus Depot 
Open each weekend  
10.00am – 3 .00pm 
Corner Martin and 
Templeton Streets 
Where the ‘Big Bus’ lives 
 

Money raised helps in many 
ways. 

    
Some is distributed to the Dunkeld Community by the 
Dunkeld Lions Club. 
Some is sent to schools and human rights projects 
supporting refugees and asylum seekers in Australia and 
internationally. 
 
Some supports schools and community health facilities in 
Kenya, Uganda and South Sudan by African Action 
International. 
 
DRASS  
Dunkeld Refugee & Asylum Seeker Supporters 
 
A DRASS INITIATIVE 
We sell affordable second-hand goods, large and small. 
Also in house, are locally made newly crafted works and 
books.  
 
VOLUNTEERS always welcome. Please join our small 
group, to make a difference in many ways. Only three 
hours a month of your time. Find out about the many 
organisations and projects around the world that we 
support.  We are grassroots, acting locally and globally.     
DRASS will have a stall at the 3 Peaks Festival.  
In 2024 we will be serving food from Burma/Myanmar and 
selling handmade craft featuring traditional designs from 
that country, made by refugees living here in Australia. 
 
Find out more about our group by dropping into The Old 
Bus Depot any weekend or email to drassrar@gmail.com  

 

From the Lions Den 
 

L Liberty 
I Intelligence 
O Our 
N Nations 
S Safety 
 
If we worry too much about ourselves, we won’t have 
time for others. Mother Teresa 
 
A nice Lions story: 
Recently the Lions had the pleasure of doing our annual 
sausage sizzle for the students at the Dunkeld 
Consolidated School. We have been doing this for over 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/940750850117?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1x1HyX_omvpNE67hcdo0XpNHTOuZofAkCRbbvinpxglBXV8wEZwahzFk8_aem_xzJGdCdAEpN6CfsMWyclLw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/940750850117?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1x1HyX_omvpNE67hcdo0XpNHTOuZofAkCRbbvinpxglBXV8wEZwahzFk8_aem_xzJGdCdAEpN6CfsMWyclLw
mailto:drassrar@gmail.com
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twenty years and to be honest I think the Lions get more 
out of it than the kids do. To the School Captains, thank 
you for your words of appreciation, and to the students and 
teachers, thank you for the card. 
 
One of those things you really had to know: 
With the elections in America filling the news. 
I ……., do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the 
office of the President of the United States, and will to the 
best of my ability, preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the United States. 
 
The oath taken by the President of the United States (the 
service is conducted by the Chief Justice). 
 
A word of wisdom: 
(One for the voters in America). 
If you plant weeds don’t expect to grow flowers. 
 
Peter Hinchey 

 

Garden Notes - October 
 

One benefit of the low Spring 
rainfall is that this year, Spring 

blossom trees have flowered very 
well and made great displays. After 

flowering, it is a good idea to give them a 
light prune, this will encourage new growth to form for next 
year’s floral display. Try to find a place in your garden for 
these colourful and easily grown trees. Another benefit is that 
weed growth has been reduced, therefore making the spring 
clean-up much easier. If we have not had decent rainfall by 
next month, I will set out some tips for gardening under dry 
conditions. These will include watering methods, mulching 
etc. 
 
October is an excellent time to plant summer vegetables. 
Home grown vegetables are fresher, cheaper and give a 
great sense of satisfaction to the grower. Even very small 
areas of the garden can be used for vegetable growing, 
some can also be grown in pots or other containers. Main 
vegetable plantings for the month are climbing and dwarf 
beans, beetroot, capsicum, chilli, carrots, cucumber. 
lettuce, summer broccoli and summer cabbage, melons, 
parsnip, pumpkin, squash, radish, silverbeet, spinach, sweet 
corn, tomato, zucchini and most herbs. 
 
Black spot and mildew are two problems which can trouble 
roses during the late spring and summer period. Prevention 
not cure is the key to controlling these fungus diseases.  
 
Firstly, your roses should not be overcrowded or overgrown 
with other plants thus making sure that there is plenty of air 
movement around and through them. Also, roses do not like 
to be over watered or overhead watered. 
 
Animal manure spread around the base of your plants is 
useful as a plant food, however it can be a breeding place for 
fungus diseases, therefore should be covered with soil or 
mulch. If you are planning to use an all-purpose rose spray 
or fungicide, it a good idea to alternate between different 
chemical groups to reduce the risk of resistance developing. 
 
October is a good time to divide and replant dahlia tubers 
Also to plant liliums and gladioli. 
 
As the soil is now starting to warm up, now is a good time to 
plant summer and autumn flowering annuals. They can be 
grown either in pots or other containers or in the open 
ground. Slugs and snails can be a problem with some young 
annuals in particular petunias and marigolds. Make sure that 
you keep weeds under control and use snail bait or snail 

traps if necessary. Main spring plantings of annuals include 
aster, begonia, marigold, carnation, dianthus, lobelia, 
petunia, salvia and several others. 
 
During October, your main spray for control of codling moth 
on apples and pears should be applied just as petals are 
starting to fall, approximately third week of the month then 
follow up applications about every three – four weeks until 
harvest. 
 
Grease bands around the trunk of your trees about 30-40cm 
above the ground will also help as will immediate removal 
and disposal of any fallen fruit. 
 
If you are using weed killers in your garden take care not to 
spray too close to wanted plants, do not use on a windy day 
or if rain is expected in the next few hours and to carefully 
wash out your sprayer immediately after use and to wear 
required safety equipment when using any garden 
chemicals. 
 
Happy gardening! 
Stephen Hughan, Ararat Nursery – phone: 5352 1123 
 

250 Words from Father David 

 

And they gave us a box of matches… 
 

In August of this year, three Primary School aged girls 

were stabbed in Southport England. Social media, the 

source of all wisdom and fount of all knowledge, told 

us that the perpetrator was of particular ethnic origin 

and practiced a particular faith. Social media also gave 

out his name. All three bits of information were 

completely wrong. But the rioting began and more 

lives were mushed. 

 

I always swore that I would never have a relationship 

with social media, but then COVID happened and I 

was dragged yelling at the top of my lungs, into the 

world of the screen. It took me cups of tea, double 

choc Tim Tams and countless hours in front of the 

flickering light of the computer to work it all out. I 

even engaged the help of local friendly geeky people 

to come to my aid. They were swift, patient and kind. 

I learnt that social media can be used for great good. In 

fact some of you right now might be reading this on a 

social media platform. I shall always be grateful for 

allowing the screen to get the message out there. 

Some people meet on social media and form long 

lasting, happy healthy relationships which bring them 

great joy. They annoy and enrich each other over many 

years. 

 

But sometimes this platform can be hijacked to 

perpetuate falsehood and cause undue harm and hurt. 

Just ask the Merseyside police and then ask their loved 

ones about the unseen cost to those on the front line. 

 

Sometimes I compare social media to a box of 

matches. Here you go. Here is the equipment for light, 

cooking and warmth. It’s going to be great. You’ll love 

it. It will change the way you live. It will change the 

world. And it did.  

Father David Oulton 
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School News 
It was a busy end to Term 3, with the 
following announcements and events 
occurring: 
 

• Principal Announcement: The Dunkeld Consolidated 
School Council is delighted to announce the 
appointment of Mr Brad Smallman as our next 
substantive Principal, beginning Week 3 of Term 4. Mr 
Smallman brings a wealth of knowledge and varied 
educational experience to the position, having worked in 
educational leadership for a number of years, most 
recently as Acting Principal at George Street Primary 
School in Hamilton. 

• An Olympics casual dress day was held during 
August and our school was painted in a sea of ‘green 
and gold’ to show support for all our wonderful athletes. 

• Book Week: Our school was fortunate to have two 
children’s authors, Kaye Baillie and Leigh Hobbs, visit 
our school as part of the Dunkeld Writers Festival. Local 
author/illustrator, Emma Stuart, conducted Watercolour 
Illustration Workshops with all classes. A Book 
Character Parade, Information Session and Open 
Morning were also held during Book Week with the 
Dunkeld Kindergarten students and parents attending. 

• Year 5/6 students attended an excursion to BioLAB in 
Geelong. 

• R U OK? Day: All students participated in R U OK? Day 
activities and students and staff united as a group for a 
whole school photo, spelling out “R U OK?”. 

• Sports: Year 5/6 boys’ team competed in 9v9 AFL 
Football competitions in Warrnambool and Ballarat, Year 
3/4 and Year 5/6 students participated in Hoop Time 
basketball in Hamilton. 

• Footy/Sports Colours Day: Was held on Tuesday 10 
September raised $160.00 for the Fight Cancer 
Foundation. Thank you to the Dunkeld & District Lions 
Club and the Glenthompson Dunkeld Football Netball 
Club members’ support. 

• Year 2 Grampians Retreat Camp was held on 
Thursday 19 and Friday 20 September. 

• The much anticipated Prep/Year 1 Sleepover was held 
on Thursday 19 September which continued on Friday 
20 September with many special activities. 

• SAKG Kitchen and Garden classes were held weekly 
on a Friday with all classes preparing tasty dishes with 
Chef Robin Wickens and SAKG Friends. 

• Special Assembly: The final Special Assembly for 
Term 3 was held on Friday 13 September with the 
following students being appointed as Term 4 Class 
Captains: Prep/Year 1 – Penelope Wickens, Year 2 – 
Tom Harris, Year 3/4 – Riley Aspinall and Year 5/6 – 
Claire Haydon. 

 

 
 

DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH 
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men 
and women to be members and renew their 
membership to ensure the future of the RSL 
locally. Membership renewal for 2024 is 
$40.00 per person. By becoming a member of 
the RSL, you will enjoy the privilege of having 

joined one of Australia's oldest and most revered 
organisations and supporting your local RSL Sub-Branch. An 
organisation committed to selfless service on behalf of the 
nation, which is dedicated to honouring those who have 
served our nation through military service, and that focuses 
on the care of veterans and their dependants. Application 
forms are available from the Secretary/Treasurer, Terrie 
Nicholson on 0487 416 971. 
 
Veterans’ Health Week 2024: Veterans’ Health Week 
(VHW) is an annual DVA initiative that aims to promote 
health and wellbeing in the everyday lives of veterans and 
their families and address common health issues faced by 
veterans.  
 
This year, Veterans’ Health Week is being held from 13-20 
October 2024 and is themed 'Keep Connected'. This theme 
aims to promote good health and wellbeing in the everyday 
life of veterans and families and shines a spotlight on the 
importance of social connectedness.  
 
Social connectedness can have a positive impact on mental 
health, and lead to a longer life, better overall health, and 
improved wellbeing.  
 
Remembrance Day Service 2024: The Dunkeld RSL Sub-
Branch will hold a Remembrance Day Service commencing 
at 10.50am sharp on Monday 11 November at the Cenotaph 
in the Dunkeld Memorial Park. The 
general community is invited to attend 
and lay a poppy or a wreath during the 
service. Light refreshments will be served 
in the Henry Leech RSL Room in the 
Community Centre, upon completion of 
the service. Together We Remember. 
 

LOCAL BUSINESSES SHINE IN BUSINESS 
FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT GRANTS 

Southern Grampians Shire Council is pleased to award 
$50,000 in funding via the Business Facade Improvement 
Program to local businesses at Wednesday’s September 
Council Meeting. 
 
This initiative was designed to help businesses in the 
Southern Grampians Shire with street frontage to revitalise 
their façades and contribute to a more attractive and vibrant 
community. 
 
Southern Grampians Shire Council CEO Tony Doyle said 
Council was overwhelmed by business interest in the 
program. 
 
"The response to this new Council initiative has been 
overwhelming with 49 applications submitted, totalling over 
$125,000 in funding requests. 
 
“After a competitive evaluation process, 21 projects were 
selected for funding, resulting in $50,022 being allocated to 
façade enhancements. These projects represent a total 
investment of $147,932 in local business improvements. 
“While this is our first time running the program, we are 
confident it won't be the last. 
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“The enthusiasm from local businesses shows just how 
important these improvements are to creating a welcoming, 
vibrant Shire for residents and visitors alike. 
 
“I would like to thank everyone who applied for the program 
and look forward to seeing the improvements made to those 
successful business grant recipients,” concluded Mr Doyle. 
The program, open to all eligible businesses across the 
Shire, offered up to $3,000 in grants for businesses to make 
impactful improvements. 
 
Eligible works included painting, cleaning, signage upgrades, 
repairs, and other minor renovations aimed at giving 
storefronts a fresh new look. 
 
The vast majority of the works are expected to be completed 
by local tradespeople, multiplying the value to the local 
economy. 
 

For more information on business support and opportunities, 
contact Council on 5573 0444. 
 

OUTDOOR POOL POLICY UPDATED TO ENHANCE 
COMMUNITY EXPERIENCE 
Southern Grampians Shire Council has introduced key 
changes to its Outdoor Pool Policy following the September 
Council meeting, aiming to better serve community needs 
while addressing operational challenges. 
 
These updates, driven by community feedback and data 
from the 2023-2024 pool season, are designed to improve 
the overall management and accessibility of the Shire’s 
outdoor pools. 
 
Southern Grampians Shire Council CEO Tony Doyle noted 
Council’s commitment to providing a positive, safe, and 
reliable swimming experience for all residents. 
 
“These changes reflect our focus on community input and 
data-driven decisions, ensuring that we’re meeting the needs 
of our residents while balancing operational demands and 
providing facilities that everyone can enjoy.” 
 
Key changes include: 

• A new temperature threshold. The threshold for opening 
has now been standardised across all Council pools at 
23°C. Attendance data showed a significant drop in 
visitors when pools drop below this temperature. 

• On weekends from February through to the March long 
weekend, when the temperature is over 35°C, all pools 
will now open 12.00pm to 7:00pm. This recommendation 
arises out of the question around opening hours of 
pools, particularly outside the standard operating hours 
when the temperature is over 35 degrees. In the 
previous policy, this extension of hours on high 
temperature days applied on weekends only and only 
throughout January. 

• Following feedback, Council have added a flexible end 
date to the season. Pools may remain open beyond the 
March long weekend depending on weather conditions 
and lifeguard availability. 

• Early morning swimming sessions will now be held two 
day a week instead of three at both the Hamilton and 
Coleraine Outdoor swimming pools to reflect lower 
attendance at these sessions and issues staffing at 
these times. 

 
“These updates highlight our focus on ensuring that our 
outdoor pools remain a valuable and enjoyable resource for 
the community,” Mr Doyle added. “We’ve listened to 
feedback and tailored our services to make the most of the 
facilities while addressing the operational realities of running 
multiple pools.” 

Council looks forward to a fantastic summer season at our 
outdoor pools. 
 

COUNCIL ADOPTS NEW HAMILTON CBD 
PARKING POLICY  
Southern Grampians Shire Council has adopted a new 
Hamilton CBD Parking Policy at the September meeting this 
week. The decision was informed by feedback from the 
Hamilton Regional Business Association (HRBA) and local 
residents who voiced their concerns regarding the existing 
parking system. 
 

The new policy aims to improve the management of parking 
resources in the CBD while balancing the needs of 
businesses, visitors, and residents. It introduces changes 
designed to make parking more efficient and user-friendly, 
based on community input.  
 
Key Changes in the New Policy:  

• Additional Parking Meters: Nine new meters have 
been installed to reduce the distance between meters, 
making it easier for users to pay for parking.  

• Updated Paid Parking Times:  On Fridays, parking 
restrictions will now end earlier, at 5:30pm instead of the 
previous 8:00pm, providing more convenience for 
evening shoppers and diners.   

 
All other parking will remain as per existing signage.   
 

Mayor Councillor David Robertson praised the community for 
their involvement.  
“We are grateful to everyone who took the time to share their 
thoughts with us. We thank HRBA for presenting the 
concerns of local businesses, and this updated policy reflect 
the feedback we’ve received. By making these adjustments, 
we’ve ensured that parking is more accessible and fairer, 
benefiting both businesses and the public”, Cr Roberson 
said.   
Council emphasised that any future changes to the parking 
policy would continue to be driven by community 
consultation.   
 
“We are always open to feedback, and this policy will evolve 
as needed to ensure it meets the needs of the community,” 
Cr Robertson added.  
 
For more information on the new parking policy and to stay 
updated on any future consultations, please visit the 
Southern Grampians Shire Council website or contact our 
office.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile Library 
Will be visiting DUNKELD every Thursday fortnight 

12.30pm – 1.30pm        
Glenelg Highway alongside pool           

            Dunkeld:    10 October and 24 October 

 

          Mirranatwa: 17 October and 31 October 
    3.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

Phone:  5573 0470 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:   
GREATER HAMILTON LIBRARY 

Ann Hinsch 
Hamilton Library 

Mobile Library Services Officer 
Southern Grampians Shire 

http://www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library


11 

 

DUNKELD COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS 
Please note that the closing date for the Community 
Newsletter is 6.00pm on the Friday before the 
distribution date, as listed in the below table. 
Issue      Cut-off Date        Distribution Date 
17 Fri 18 October  Wed 23 October 
18       Fri  1 November               Wed  6 November 
19       Fri 15 November              Wed 20 November 
20      Fri 29 November             Wed 4 December 
21      Fri 13 December              Wed 18 December 
              LAST ISSUE FOR 2024 

Please forward content to Gaylene Raymond 
email: gfraymond@bigpond.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Dine In 

Takeaway 

Licensed premises 

Takeaway alcohol 

Catering Available 

Large group bookings welcome!!! 

(Seat up to 50 inside) 

Menu choices, something for everyone 

including 

GF, Vegan and Vegetarian options 
 

SPECIALITY NIGHTS 

TUESDAY - Parma Night $20 

WEDNESDAY - Steak Night $30 
(Free pot of beer or soft drink when dining in) 

THURSDAY - Burger Night $18 

Or Steak Sandwich $20 

 

Freshly made in house Pizzas 

Available daily from 5.00pm 

 

Takeaway Family Packs 

Pizza Bundle – 2 x pizzas, Garlic bread 

& 1.25L soft drink $45 

(Speciality pizzas not included) 

Fish & Chips Bundle - 4 x pieces of fish 

Chips and salad $40 

 

Coffee, Tea, milkshakes, soft drink, etc 

Cakes, slices biscuits 

Coffee & Slice deal $10 

 

Free home delivery service  

from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld  

town boundary only 

(minimum spend $20) 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday to Sunday – Open from 10.30am 

Lunch – 11.00am to 2.00pm 

Dinner 5.00pm to 8.00pm 

(Closing times for dinner may vary) 

 

 

109 Parker Street Dunkeld 

Phone: 5577 2288 

sturgeonviewcafedunkeld@gmail.com 
 

mailto:gfraymond@bigpond.com
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landscape,  

still life 

and 

contemporary  oil 

paintings 
  

open 10-4 most days  
or phone 0437 944 582 

225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294 

prints and cards available 
www.grampiansart.com.au 

http://www.grampiansart.com.au/
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3 Peaks Festival 2024 –  
Saturday 19 October 
The 3 Peaks Festival hosts many activities 
throughout the day, with markets and 
various stalls selling handmade goods, arts 

and crafts, food, and drinks. Past stallholders have sold 
various items, including clothing, accessories, jewellery, 
jams, preserves, muesli, and beer. 
 
The organisers are beyond excited to have recently secured 
a generous grant from the council to offer an even bigger 
and better festival with an array of children’s activities and 
entertainment to top last year’s amazing fun atmosphere and 
for all the families! 
 
Remember to grab your all-day play kids wristbands and 
entry tickets ahead of the festival to enter the draw to win 
dinner and accommodation at the Royal Mail Hotel, Dunkeld. 
Website: https://threepeaksfestival.com.au  

        James Mooney 
 
 

Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving. 
 

Free Quotes 
All sized jobs. 

A high standard of work guaranteed 
 

Call James today on   0409428500 
ABN: 70 277 115 304 

 

 

 

- Driveways - Trenching 
- Clean Yards      - Site Preparation 
- Soil Rake       - Tip Truck 
- Post Holes     

Call Andrew on 

0407 496 863 
 

= 

https://threepeaksfestival.com.au/

