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Dunkeld Arboretum Toilet 
 

The Dunkeld Public Lands Committee has finally received land owner consent from DEECA to build a toilet 

at the arboretum. This has been a very long drawn-out procedure. 

We are very excited that this project can now progress, with planning for this well under way. The estimated 

cost will be approximately $35,000. If you would like to donate to this project, bank details are as follows. 
 

Dunkeld Public Lands Committee  

BSB:  633 000 

Account Number:  137 424 792 
 

Alternatively contact Frank Raymond on 0456 772 257 or Wendy 

Trotter-Prust on 0417 167 201. 

Photo of a similar toilet. It will be finished in corrugated iron so as to 

fit in with the sawmill. 

 

DUNKELD PUBLIC LANDS 

A new one-bedroom cabin has just been installed in the Dunkeld Caravan Park today, 11 September, which 

we hope to have functional by AFL Grand Final weekend. 

 

There will be a working bee along Salt Creek on Sunday 13 October around 9.30am. We need to clean up 

the walking tracks and areas along the bank, as there’s a lot of long grass and fallen branches which create 

fire hazards.  We would appreciate assistance from the community for a couple of hours in the morning, if 

you can help on the day.  

 

The Shire has had the sprinkler system in the Memorial Park upgraded, with new sprinkler heads and 

solenoids, as there has been some leaking. They have also been busy pruning in some of the garden beds. 

Thank you to our local Shire workers. 
 

Frank Raymond 

DPL Committee 

 

 
 
The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in our local district and surrounds, 
including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District 
Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion without notification. 

Dunkeld & District  

Newsletter 
Distributed fortnightly on Wednesday (except during School Holidays) 
Printed at the Dunkeld Consolidated School – E&OE 

Issue No: 15/2024    Date: Wednesday 11 September 2024 

 

Sponsored by Lions Club 
 

DONATIONS 
Doug and Anne Fleming $50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to offset all expenses 
relating to producing it. Please send in your donation to the Dunkeld 
Consolidated School office where it will be receipted and an 
acknowledgement made via the Newsletter. A receipt will be provided. 
Please make cheques payable to the “Dunkeld Consolidated School.”  
Direct deposit to BSB: 633 000 Account: 1430 91510 – please include 
your name as a reference so we may acknowledge your donation. 
 
 
 
 

http://matchbin-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/public/sites/529/assets/6WE0_lionlogo_2c.jpg
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CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Parish Priest - Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161  Website: www.westernborder.church 

  
3rd Week            Sunday  September 15  11.00am Mass followed by lunch - Catholic Women’s 

League 60th Anniversary Celebrations  
4th Week Sunday  September 22    9.00am Assembly of Word and Communion 
5th Week Sunday  September 29   No Mass or service (Mass in Penshurst)) 
 
1st Week Sunday  October 6    8.30am Mass  
2nd Week Sunday  October 13   No Mass or service (Mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week Sunday  October 20  8.30am Mass  
4th Week Sunday  October 27  9.00am Assembly of Word and Communion 

 
Dunkeld Uniting / Anglican Congregation Church Service Times 
Sunday 15 September ANGLICAN 5.00pm  Saint Mary’s Church Father David Oulton 
Sunday 22 September UNITING 5.00pm  Sterling Place  David Ross 
Sunday 29 September HAMILTON UNITING CHURCH 10.30am  Rev Fiona and Stephen Hill. 
          Shared Lunch.  
ALL VERY WELCOME. Inquiries contact Mrs Heather Macgugan - email: 

heathermac.4@bigpond.com  or phone: 0400 952 716. 

 
On Sunday 15 September at 5:00pm at Saint Mary's Anglican Dunkeld there will be a public community 
meeting to discuss future worshipping arrangements. Background documents will be available after worship on 
Sunday 1 September at 5:00pm and also at the meeting. All are very welcome. For further information please 
contact Father David Oulton – email: droulton72@gmail.com or phone: 0435 867 040. 
 
Warrayure Trinity Lutheran Church  
Sunday 15 September  9.00am  Holy Communion  
Sunday 22 September            10.30am  Lay Leader   
Sunday 29 September   9.00am  Lay Leader  
 

 
WHAT’S ON SEPTEMBER / OCTOBER   –    PLEASE CHECK THROUGH THE NEWSLETTER AND USE 
                                                                          BELOW TO FILL IN THE DATES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO YOU 

MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT SUN 
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Dunkeld and Surrounds battered by Extreme Weather 
 

Over the last two years we’ve dodged the bullet with hectic days 
from wild weather events, until the 24-hour period from Sunday 1 
– Monday 2 September 2024.  Spring came crashing or rather 
crushing in! 
 
We are very happy to say that with two crews switching around to 
relieve each other, we got the job done.  Multiple trees over 
roads, buildings damaged, sheds and fences demolished and 
property damage. This event certainly kept us under the pump.   
 
From Dunkeld and Victoria Valley Road to Willaura and 
Penshurst we worked through the night and the next day and 
smashed out twenty-one call outs in the 24-hour period. 
 
We’ve had a few call outs since then, including to the Dunkeld 
Consolidated School to assist with a rogue tree branch. 

 
 
We would like to thank the 
Community members who 
patiently waited for us to reach 
them in an extremely busy time. 
 
A huge shout out to the SES 
Dunkeld Unit crew members that 
were involved including Brad 
Bowe, Peter McDonald, Lee-Anne 
Gordon, Steve Kennedy, Veronica 
Gordon, Neil Scott, Jules Thomson 
(rescue), Bruce Burger, Kai Dailey 
and Kerryn Benbow. 

 
Multi-Agency Rescue on the GPT 
 

A couple of days prior to the extreme weather event, the SES Dunkeld 
Unit was called to assist an injured hiker on the Grampians Peaks Trail. 
 
The incident required a multi-agency response with SES, Paramedics, 
FRV and Police all involved.  
 
Huge thank you to the team that turned out and the other agency 
volunteers and staff that assisted.  Thankfully, the patient walked out 
and will make a full recovery. 
 
 
 

Want to learn new skills that are useful in all areas of your life? 
If you want to make a real difference as part of your community, become a VICSES 
volunteer. Join us: www.ses.vic.gov.au/join-us.  Or call into the SES Dunkeld Unit on 
a Wednesday evening at 7.30pm, 40 Templeton Street, Dunkeld. 
 
 
 

http://www.ses.vic.gov.au/join-us?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3DbEgZ57CzxsrAhkIOqcoRDthSJo0wkF1YdAlxdCc5h7GPMihQFET9b88_aem_AQwmYLgz-ZHwLSphn8yjC7oX9gpNSEJ6tf8U70XIBx6j91WSbWl93vwaOxt6cI4CobueS5ER7B0kANTPz-PVILPU
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FOOTBALL / NETBALL NEWS 

After a successful game against Lismore Derrinallum the GDFNC Reserves team will be joining the 16.5 

football and U/15 Netball teams in the Grand Final this coming weekend at Tatyoon. The Reserves battled it 

out until the final minutes during the Preliminary Final and came away with an 8-point win securing their 

spot into the Grand Final.  
 

Game Day details 

Saturday 14 September 
U/15 Netball at 10:00am against Tatyoon 

16.5 Football at 9.45am against Caramut 

Reserves playing at 11:45am against Penshurst 

 

The Glenthompson Dunkeld Football Netball Club would also like to thank all our volunteers for their 

assistance in hosting the Preliminary Final. We are very appreciative of the ongoing support of our 

volunteers and feel that our club is very lucky to have such a supportive community.  

We wish all teams the very best on the weekend and hope we can come home with three premierships for 

the 2024 season.  

Once again thank you for your support during our finals campaign and we hope to see you all again 

on Saturday cheering on our three teams! 

GO RAMS!! 
 

WEAR IT PURPLE 
On 30 August, we wore purple to show our 

support to ‘Wear It Purple” day. The day aims 

to foster supportive, safe, empowering and 

inclusive environments for rainbow young 

people who identify as LGBTQIA+. 

We welcome all and want everyone to have the 

confidence to be who they are. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

FOOTY COLOURS DAY BREAKFAST 

We invite you to join us for an egg and bacon roll 

breakfast, wear your footy colours – jumper, scarf, 

beanie and help support a very worthwhile cause. 
 

Details are as follows: 
 

DATE:  WEDNESDAY 25 SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

WHERE: BENDIGO BANK DUNKELD 
 

TIME:  8.30AM 
 

We would love you to join us, so mark your calendars 

and start the day with us. 
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Dunkeld Progress Association (DPA) 
President’s Report September 2024 
 

Members of the DPA Executive met with Rory 

Neeson, SGSC Director Wellbeing, Planning and 

Regulation. The meeting was arranged for a council 

response to a community priority survey prepared by 

the Dunkeld Progress Association and distributed 

throughout the Dunkeld community in May 2024 and 

to ascertain how the SGSC incorporated current 

community priorities into council planning and 

budgets. 

 

The subsequent meeting was positive and productive, 

and Rory thanked the DPA for conducting the survey 

and providing Dunkeld community priorities which 

would assist/influence the council’s future decision 

making. 

 

Outcomes: 

• The survey information will be utilised when the 

Dunkeld Structure Plan is updated in the future. 

Cavendish and Coleraine are currently formulating 

their Structure Plans so Dunkeld’s update won’t 

come into consideration until their completion. 

• Rory suggested that as the top five priorities were 

not direct council responsibilities the DPA re-

prioritise survey items which were council 

responsibilities i.e. Adventure Playground (the 

Council is currently updating playgrounds 

throughout the shire) and the sealing of Taylor, 

Fairburn and Dickie Streets etc. 

• The playground in Woodford is a good example of 

contemporary, non-plastic design. The Council 

will consult the Dunkeld community in the 

development process.  

• Rory acknowledged the necessity of planning 

upgrading Wills Street due to expected business 

development and the resultant increase in traffic 

flow.   

 

The DPA executive also met with Jane Coshutt (SGSC 

Community Development Coordinator) and Trevor 

Haley (SGSC Works Manager) to discuss: 

• Street tree plantings and upgrading Wills Street. 

• Curb and channel and road repairs to the west side 

of Sterling Street (opposite the park). 

• A footpath for Martin Street necessary due to high 

density housing and extra traffic generated by the 

popularity of the Old Bakery. 

• A footpath for Parker street from Templeton Street 

to Armitage Street. 

 

Street Trees: 

Wills Street residents will be consulted about the trees 

they would prefer on their nature strips. The current 

unsightly street trees will be removed so that Wills 

Street can be repaired and widened (due to the 

increased traffic flow as mentioned above). 

 

Dunkeld community support for sealing Taylor, 

Fairburn and Dickie Streets. Trevor Haley committed 

the Council to installing traffic counters on Dickie 

Street. Hopefully traffic numbers will convince the 

Council that these streets need to be sealed. I urge 

residents and school community members to 

complain directly to the Council (just google SGSC 

Complaints and follow directions) when the roads 

are unsuitable. It has been pointed out to the Council 

that this route is the safest, practical option for school 

children drop off and pick up. Although the Council 

has committed to regularly repairing the roads it's also 

been pointed out that pot holes appear after the last 

shower of rain so when does the cost of repair surpass 

the cost to seal?    

 

Rabbits: 

Several residents have expressed concern about the 

increasing numbers of rabbits invading our urban 

spaces. Lisa McIntyre (Landcare) suggested contacting 

Jensan Farm Services (Ballarat). They are licensed and 

experienced pest eradicators. If there is enough 

community interest they will send a representative to 

speak to concerned residents about the available 

options. Please contact me if you are interested. 

 

Arboretum Toilet Project: 

Good news: The Dunkeld Public Lands Committee 

finally received approval from DEECA to go ahead 

with the Arboretum Toilet Project. Applications for 

funding will be submitted by the project's sub-

committee. If people or organisations wish to donate 

funding to this worthy and necessary project please 

check out the DPL newsletter article for details. 

I look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on 

Monday 7 October at 7.30pm at Sterling Place. 

 

Peter Gilbert 

DPA President 

 

 

 DUNKELD MUSEUM NEWS  
 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS:   

Sunday 1.00pm – 5.00pm and 

Thursday 1.00pm – 4.00pm. 
 

WEBSITE: Visit our website! 

dunkeldmuseum.org.au  

 

MUSEUM DUTY ROSTER 

Sun 8 Sept  Patsy Waller and Di Duckmanton.  

Sun 15 Sept Greg Gardner and Julie Kincade. 

 

Notice of AGM:  
The 41st Annual General Meeting of the Dunkeld 

Museum Inc will take place on Thursday 19 September 

2024 at 7.30pm at the Museum. Our Constitution states 

we elect office bearers every second year. This is a non-

election year so no positions are up for election. The 



6 

 

meeting will be followed by Guest Speaker Peter 

Nelson who will speak of his experiences in the aviation 

industry, let’s see if he tells us of any stories about 

having to land his aircraft with one engine out of action!  
 

Upcoming Event: The Museum Committee will be 

holding an Antiques Muster at historical Devon Park 

Homestead gardens on Saturday 7 December 2024 

please keep the day free, come along and show your 

support for this important fundraiser. The Museum need 

to raise nearly $7,000 per year just to keep the lights on 

and the door open. The Committee are currently 

working on compiling a list of names of people who had 

previously worked at Devon Park. Drop into the 

Museum and have a look at the list, hopefully we can 

add some more. We are finding all sorts of things and 

stories about people who had an association with this 

property- just to whet your appetite here is a snippet 

about the early days Devon Park owners: 

Originally named Linlithgow Plains the first squatters 

license No. 156 was gazetted for 44,256 acres and 

allocated to Donald Kennedy and Duncan C. 

Kennedy. They held the property from October 1845 to 

June 1853. Estimated stocking capacity in 1848 was 220 

cattle and 16,000 sheep. 
 

Silas Harding: The 

license was transferred 

to Silas Harding on 12 

August 1853 at a time 

when labour was scarce 

because of the gold 

rushes. Land Selection 

Acts introduced in the 

1860’s were designed to 

make the larger holdings 

available to smaller land 

holders. Harding was 

able to purchase 30,767 

acres in 1865, only 800 acres less than he held under 

lease the year before. Whether dummying was used to 

help retain his holding is not known. 

 

Harding was born in 1821 in Ashburton, Devonshire, 

England and arrived at Port Phillip in 1841 on the ‘Sir 

Charles Forbes’. He opened an ironmongery business in 

Geelong, prospered and was reputed to have saved five 

shillings in every pound he earned. He soon bought 

other properties both in Victoria and interstate. He 

changed the name of the property to Devon Park after 

his native Devonshire. More next newsletter! 

 

Joyce Gordon, Secretary 

 
 
OTR DUNKELD HAPPENINGS 

 

 
Call out for Market Stall Holders  

and Food Vendors 
 

Dunkeld’s Christmas Market - Bizarre Bazaar is on 
again this year and we are now taking applications 
from Market Stall Holders and Food Vendors.   
 
The Christmas Market is on Sunday 15 December 
from 1.00pm to 4.00pm with plenty of options to pick 
up Christmas gifts from a variety of market stalls plus 
there will be music, food, a raffle, fresh produce, a 
lucky dip and a kids crafts table.  Contact 
otrdunkeld@gmail.com or call 0405 385 359 for a 
market stall or food vender applications form.  
Inexpensive space hire and a fun vibe. 

 

 
 
Recycle, Reuse, Repurpose Sunday Skills Session 
Sunday 25 August 2024 

We had an 
awesome 
session 
recycling, 
reusing and 
repurposing 
found items, 
house hold 
waste, COVID 
mask elastic 
and 
repurposing 
old cards, 
fabrics, 

decorative jewellery and papers. 
 

From turning discarded brown paper into fabric, 
turning used tin cans into decorative vases and 
plant hangers, creating fun scenes in old nougat tins 
to making sea urchins, it felt good to be creating 
and making lovely things from objects that would 
have gone into landfill. 
 

mailto:otrdunkeld@gmail.com
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The best bit about the session? The company!! 
Thank you to all who attended and brought great 
ideas and a chill vibe! 

 
Offbeat Film Club – Music Concerts and Films 
Sunday 1 September 2024 
King Gizzard and the Lizard Wizard 
Chunky Shrapnel 
 
Offbeat Film Club kept it loud and local on Sunday with 
Chunky Shrapnel, a raucous documentary capturing 
the prolific Australian psychedelic rock band, King 
Gizzard and the Lizard Wizard. 

 
 
 

COMING UP AT OTR Dunkeld 
Offbeat Film Club – Music Concerts and Films 
Sunday 15 September 2024 
Doors 6.00pm, Film 6.30pm, FREE 
 
British Dance Music History 1984 – 1992 
OBFC will wrap up its first season on 15/9 with 
something a little different - two documentaries 
capturing the rise of dance music in the UK and the 
US.  
 
Everybody In The Place: An Incomplete History Of 
Britain 1984 – 1992 
Euphoric rhythms, legendary parties, and radical 
cultural history – the film has been called “one of the 
best depictions of the acid house scene ever.” 
 
Artist Jeremy Deller is known for video art and 
installations, often with connections to politics and 
contemporary history. In EVERYBODY IN THE PLACE 
he turns old perceptions of the significance of the acid 
house culture upside down, linking it to a series of 
other political events that transformed Britain in the 
80s. Through his evocative archival material, the film 
takes us straight to the rave scene, offering both 
transformative and ecstatic cultural history. 
 
High Tech Soul: The Creation of Techno Music 
HIGH TECH SOUL is the first documentary to tackle 
the deep roots of techno music alongside the cultural 
history of Detroit, its birthplace. From the race riots of 
1967 to the underground party scene of the late 1980s, 
Detroit’s economic downturn didn’t stop the invention 
of a new kind of music that brought international 
attention to its producers and their hometown. 
Doors open at 6:00pm, the film kicks off at 6:30pm and 
entry is always FREE! 

 
 
Making Felt Garlands – Skills Session Series 
Sunday 29 September 2024 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 
Whether for your own Interiors, for kids’ rooms, as gifts 
or for Christmas, join us in learning how to make felt 
ball garlands!  It’s so easy, its fast and the end product 
is lovely.  You will walk out for this workshop with a 
finished product and a sense of satisfaction. 
 
All materials supplied, all ages welcome, entry via 
donation, whatever you can afford. Off the Rails 
Dunkeld, corner Sterling and Skene Streets. 

 
Resin Jewellery and Trinkets Workshop 
Saturday 26 October 2024 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 
 

Jewellery and Trinkets 101  

Create unique items using a low smell, 
biodegradable epoxy resin. 

Easy instructions. 

Good social event. 

Start your resin journey with this beginners’ 
workshop! 

Nibbles and refreshments 
included. 
 

Not recommended for 
pregnant women. Over 18’s 
only. You will be required to 
pick up your items the 
following day between 12.00-
2.00pm. 
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Bookings are essential via  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/940750850117?
aff=oddtdtcreator 
 

Make your own Christmas 
Wreath or Table Centre 
Piece 
with Artist, Lisa Addinsall 
Sunday 1 December 2024 
10.00am – 4.00pm 
More details and booking 
information to come! 

 
ABOUT US 
Off The Rails Dunkeld is a voluntary, community-run 
Not-For-Profit Organisation, dedicated to facilitating 
arts, educational, creative, and cultural opportunities 
for locals and the wider community in the beautiful 
heritage Dunkeld Railway Station. 
Community spaces play a crucial role in providing 
residents with a sense of belonging and identity. They 
offer a place for people to connect, socialise and 
engage in activities, fostering a sense of community 
spirit and shared purpose. This space is for everyone, 
so if you want to get involved let us know, or just come 
along! 
 

HIRE THE SPACE 
Got an idea you’d like to run with to use this lovely 
space? Want to run a workshop, a class, share some 
skills, host a community event, or just hang with your 
club in a cool space? 
  
The rental market is still completely affordable at OTR! 
 
Feel free to contact us on otrdunkeld@gmail.com or 
call 0405 385 359.                                                       
We would like to thank the people of Dunkeld, and 
surrounds, for their support in 2024. 

 
Words from Father David 

“OK, so where would you like to start?” 
It was a simple line that I happened to overhear. We 
were in the room with a coach who was speaking to 
one of their people on the phone. “OK, so where would 
you like to start?” 
 
It’s a great opening line and invites the other person to 
be comfortable and divulge heaps so that the 
exchange  may be as fruitful as possible.  
 
It also highlights a certain selflessness. It’s not about the 
coach or the boss or whoever is the overseer. The focus 
is on ‘the other’ and how they may be best helped. 
 
The place or the issue they start with is the most 
pertinent and burning issue to them and there is nothing 
worse than trying to quash this while there are trivialities 
that are being discussed. Do the big stuff, the hard stuff, 
the painful stuff first. Then everything else seems trivial. 
It may be that the place you want to start and the issue 
you need to deal with first does not have easy or quick 
answers, but at the very least you feel as though you 
are being listened to and understood. This is important 
to me! 

 
I wonder if this opening line would help all kinds of 
relationships and not just in the workforce or the 
sporting fields. What if the not so happy married couple 
began with “OK so where would you like to start?” 
Or  what if our communities, our nation and inter nations 
might adopt this line, or at least, the good sense behind 
it. 
  
The other line at the end of the meeting / chat is “OK, 
so what am I missing?” It might be painful, it might be 
contentious, but long-term fruit, fruit that will last, will 
have the best possible chance of flourishing. 
 

Father David Oulton 
Phone:  0435 867 040 
Email:  droulton72@gmail.com 

 

 

Looks what’s coming to Dunkeld! 
Save the date – Saturday 26 October 

Tickets will go on sale in September. 
 

 
 

 
 

Mobile Library 
Will be visiting DUNKELD every Thursday fortnight 

12.30pm – 1.30pm        
Glenelg Highway alongside pool           

            Dunkeld:   12 September and 26 September 
 

          Mirranatwa:19 September and 3 October 
    3.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

Phone:  5573 0470 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:   
GREATER HAMILTON LIBRARY 

Ann Hinsch, Mobile Library Services Officer  
Hamilton Library 

Southern Grampians Shire Council 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/940750850117?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1x1HyX_omvpNE67hcdo0XpNHTOuZofAkCRbbvinpxglBXV8wEZwahzFk8_aem_xzJGdCdAEpN6CfsMWyclLw
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/940750850117?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1x1HyX_omvpNE67hcdo0XpNHTOuZofAkCRbbvinpxglBXV8wEZwahzFk8_aem_xzJGdCdAEpN6CfsMWyclLw
http://www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library
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WEEKLY FOGO 
COLLECTION HERE IN 
TIME FOR SPRING  
Southern Grampians Shire Council 
Food Organics and Garden Organics 

(FOGO) kerbside service will move to a weekly collection 
for residents this Spring. 
 
From 2 September 2024, weekly collection will help 
residents to keep up with the quantity of spring growth 
and extra grass clippings that the warmer months 
produce in our gardens.  
 
Southern Grampians Shire Council Mayor David 
Robertson said the FOGO kerbside service is a great way 
to divert food and garden waste from landfill.  
“Springtime brings the heaviest usage of FOGO across 
the Shire, and we’re delighted to offer this extra service to 
help to keep the place looking spick and span.  
 
“Council has been committed to promoting our 
sustainable solutions to reduce waste in landfill and the 
FOGO kerbside collection has had a very positive 
contribution to that.  
 
“We know a lot of our residents show immense pride in 
their gardens, so offering a weekly service for the spring 
season will go a long way to support that maintenance.”  
 
In 2020, Victoria wasted an astonishing 2.4 million tonnes 
of food. By 2030, Victoria has set the goal of slashing this 
to 1.2 million tonnes. Victorian households are the most 
wasteful in Australia, tossing around 250,000 tonnes 
worth of food per year. Stats reveal that the average 
Victorian household throws out approximately $2,000 
worth of food each year. 
  
“We know the FOGO bins are great for small garden 
cuttings and grass clippings, but they also provide us with 
a sustainable opportunity to dispose of those hard to 
compost food items including bones, eggshells, tea bags 
and tea leaves, seafood shells, coffee grounds as well as 
pet fur and pet droppings,” said Cr Robertson.  
 
As well as using the FOGO service, there are a number 
of ways to reduce food waste from ending up in landfill 
including the below helpful tips.  

• Planning meals, shopping smart, cooking waste-free 
and storing food correctly to reduce food waste and 
save money.  

• Storing food correctly keeps it fresher for longer. 
You’ll waste less, save money and help the 
environment.  

• Composting kitchen waste: Composting uses the 
natural process of decomposition to convert organic 
waste matter into a nutrient-rich soil you can use in 
your garden. Reduce landfill, conserve resources and 
minimise greenhouse gases by composting your 
kitchen waste.  

 
Residents can find helpful tips on how to save money, 
time and the planet by making the most of leftovers by 
visiting, www.sustainability.vic.gov.au  
 
For a full list of FOGO friendly items and for property 
kerbside collection dates, visit 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/FOGO.  
 

Collection services for general waste and recycling will 
remain as per their usual collection cycle and will not be 
impacted by the extra FOGO collection.  

 

 
 

Become a Lifeguard and Dive into the 
Ideal Summer Job 
Summer is just around the corner, and there's no better 
way to enjoy the season than by making a splash as a 
lifeguard at one of our local pools!   
 
Southern Grampians Shire Council are looking for 
enthusiastic individuals to join our team and help us keep 
our community safe while they enjoy the water for the 
2024/2025 summer season. 
 
Whether you're a seasoned lifeguard with years of 
experience or just getting started in the field, we want to 
hear from you! If you're over 18 and willing to get a few 
qualifications, this is your chance to gain flexible hours, 
work at different pools across the Shire, and make the 
most of a summer spent outdoors. If you’re under 18, 
there are still opportunities for shifts at the Hamilton and 
Coleraine pools. 
 
Director Wellbeing, Planning and Regulation, Rory 
Neeson said ‘Summer Casuals’ will be required at the 
Hamilton, Balmoral, Coleraine, Dunkeld and Penshurst 
outdoor pools between December and March. 
 
“This is a great opportunity for anyone with a current Pool 
Lifeguard qualification or anyone willing to get qualified to 
work in our region over the Summer,” said Mr Neeson. 
 
“You get flexible hours and a diverse roster that can place 
you at different pools if you want to experience summer 
all over the Shire. Plus, if the pool is closed (outdoor 
pools are closed when the water temperature dips below 
23 degrees) you can spend the shift focusing on 
important facility maintenance duties if you want to work 
the hours. The pay is good, and, in the past, we’ve had 
lifeguards work a good season and jet off to Europe with 
their earnings.” 
 
Mr Neeson has also said that applications from outside 
the Shire from those thinking of moving to the area, 
people staying for summer, or people on holidays from 
Uni are welcome. 
 
Rolling recruitment will continue throughout the season, 
with the first group interviews starting on Friday 13 
September. These group sessions are a fantastic 
opportunity to find out if lifeguarding is the right fit for you. 
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Plus, if you need to complete your lifeguard training, you 
can apply now and finalise your certification before the 
pools open.  
 
Costs of training will be reimbursed for all successful 
applicants who work consistently through the season. The 
next training course at HILAC will be held on the 19 and 
20 October 2024. 
 
Applicants are not required to have obtained their 
qualifications prior to the group interviews as the interview 
stage will give applicants an understanding of the 
requirements of the position. 
 
Mr Neeson, who began his own career as a lifeguard with 
the Southern Grampians Shire Council, encourages 
everyone to consider joining the team. "Lifeguarding is 
more than just a job; it’s a way to connect with your 
community, build valuable skills, and enjoy the summer to 
the fullest." 
 
Ready to dive in? Apply on our website 
at http://applynow.net.au/jobs/SGS419-leisure-services-
officer-lifeguard or for more information about the role, 
contact HILAC on 5551 4300. 

  

REVITALISING HAMILTON: NEXT STEPS 
FOR MAJOR PROJECTS 
Southern Grampians Shire Community members are 
encouraged to attend an upcoming information session 
for an update on Council’s three major CBD projects. 
 
Being held on Monday 16 September at the Hamilton 
Performing Arts Centre, the session will provide the 
latest on where Council is at in the planning and design 
phases of the Hamilton CBD streetscape revitalisation, 
the Community and Government Hub and the New 
Hamilton Gallery. 
 
Residents will be able to view preliminary designs for 
the new Hamilton CBD streetscape in Gray Street as 
well as learn more around the scope and timing of the 
project and how the community will be kept informed. 
This project stems from the Hamilton Structure Plan, 
prepared for the Council in 2012, and the Hamilton CBD 
Masterplan in 2020. It aligns closely with Council’s other 
significant projects the New Hamilton Gallery and the 
Community and Government Hub Build, creating a 
comprehensive vision for a vibrant and thriving CBD. 
 
Southern Grampians Shire Mayor Councillor David 
Robertson welcomed local businesses owners and 
interested community members to attend. 
 
“Council has been doing a lot of work behind the scenes 
to bring our major projects to life and we’re excited to be 
able to share the progress with the community. 
 
“The long-awaited revitalisation of our CBD streets, the 
Community and Government Hub build which 
incorporates a new library, digital hub, cinema and 
office spaces; and the New Hamilton Gallery will 
completely transform the Hamilton CBD. Once 
complete, these projects together will create a dynamic 
and inviting town centre and enhance our streets and 
public spaces, benefiting residents, businesses, and 
visitors alike. 

 
"Our goal is to strengthen the role of the town centre as a 
focal point where the community gathers, shops, 
socialises, and connects," Councillor Robertson added. 
"By providing improved and inviting spaces, we aim to 
make the Hamilton CBD the heart of our community, a 
place people want to visit, stay, and enjoy both for special 
events and everyday life." 
 
“Council has allocated funding in the 2024/2025 budget 
and the Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) towards these 
three major projects and all three are at varying stages of 
development. We invite everyone in the community to 
come along and learn about where we’re up to with the 
projects and share in the vision for the new Hamilton CBD,” 
Cr Robertson said. 
 
The information session takes place Monday 16 
September at the Hamilton Performing Arts Centre from 
5:30pm – 7:00pm. All welcome. 

 

LAKES EDGE DEVELOPER ANNOUNCED 
A new housing estate in Hamilton is one step closer to 
reality as Council enters into a sales contract for the land 
at Lakes Edge. Melbourne based company Piece Property 
Pty Ltd will develop Lakes Edge as a Masterplanned 
community, offering a range of housing product, to relieve 
pressure on the region’s housing market as well as supply 
of a much-needed childcare facility. 
 
The need for new housing was identified by Council as a 
key priority to address shortages in the shire and to assist 
local businesses with recruitment key skills shortages. 
 
An Expression of Interest (EOI) process for the sale of the 
22 hectares of Council land began in December 2023. In 
February 2024, the EOI period closed with nine 
submissions received. Following an extensive evaluation 
and interview process, Piece Property Pty Ltd were 
determined to be the preferred developer and last month, 
Council resolved to sell the land at Lakes Edge to the value 
of $4.5M. 
 
Piece Property, who have project managed the delivery of 
over 3000 residential allotments, envisage delivering a 
range of lots, housing types and price points through the 
development. Their development proposal involves an 
estimated $52 million investment, with $45 million 
allocated for civil construction. This project is expected to 
generate approximately 60 local jobs during the 
subdivision's construction. 
An additional proposal put forward by Piece Property, is to 
build a childcare centre within the estate - an investment of 
approximately $3.2M creating approximately 30 jobs local 
while under construction and approximately 20 ongoing 
jobs once the centre is operational. 
 
Mayor Cr David Robertson said entering into sales 
contracts was a very significant milestone for both Council 
and the community. 
 
“Council's vision is for the Southern Grampians Shire to be 
‘a place of choice to live, work and invest in’. With more 
housing on the horizon through this sale at Lakes Edge, 
we really can start to make this vision a reality for our 
Shire”, said Cr Robertson. 
 
“Lakes Edge has the potential to yield 230-260 housing 
lots, depending on how the land is utilised, which is a huge 
increase for the town. The proposed building of a childcare 

http://applynow.net.au/jobs/SGS419-leisure-services-officer-lifeguard
http://applynow.net.au/jobs/SGS419-leisure-services-officer-lifeguard
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centre will provide immense relief for many local families 
as we understand it’s incredibly difficult at present to get 
childcare places. 
 
“Developing this land offers a very promising solution to 
alleviate the current housing shortage in Hamilton, 
particularly for our key workers, allowing us to meet the 
growing demand within the region. The creation of so many 
jobs throughout the construction phase will also be a great 
boost for our local economy”, said Cr Robertson. 

 

UPCOMING ELECTION PERIOD PROTOCOLS 
EXPLAINED 
Starting at 12.00pm on Tuesday 17 September, the 
Southern Grampians Shire Council will enter the official 
Election Period ahead of the 2024 Local Government 
Elections. This period, often referred to as "caretaker 
mode," imposes specific communication and decision-
making restrictions to ensure fairness and transparency 
throughout the election campaign. 
 
The Council's communications will be scaled back during 
this time to maintain strict neutrality. Media releases, social 
media updates, and other forms of public communication 
will be significantly reduced. These restrictions mean that 
Council will be unable to even respond to comments on 
social media. This step is essential to avoid the perception 
that Council might favour any candidate, including current 
Councillors who may be standing for re-election. 
 
Southern Grampians Shire Council CEO Tony Doyle said 
Council will continue to deliver its full range of services 
during this time, and there will be no disruption to the 
community's access to resources, facilities, or services. 
 
"Although we’ll be quieter during the Election Period, 
Council will still be fully operational and committed to 
delivering essential services,” said Mr Doyle. 
 
“We’re here to serve the community as usual, but with a 
focus on impartiality during this sensitive period. You can 
still expect to hear from us on critical updates, but it may 
feel less frequent.” 
The Election Period will run from 12.00pm on Tuesday, 17 
September 2024, until 6.00pm on Saturday 26 October 
2024, when the voting closes. Following this, normal 
communications will resume. 
 
For more information on the Election Period protocols or if 
you have any questions, please contact the Southern 
Grampians Shire Council on 5573 0444 or visit our website 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au 

  
From the Lions Den 
 
L Liberty 
I Intelligence 
O Our 
N Nations 
S Safety 
 
If we worry too much about ourselves, we won’t have time 
for others. Mother Teresa. 

 
A nice Lions Story: 
At a recent dinner meeting we had Andrew Huf as our guest 
speaker. He spoke about his involvement with Shed 
Happens, an organisation that aims to meet regularly and 
encourage men to be open about any problems that they 

have. The men realize that they are not alone and support is 
there. Andrew, the Lions thank you and your helpers for this 
worthwhile project. 
 
One of those things you really had to know: 
Crime involving youth is very much in the news today. The 
first Children’s Courts in Victoria were established in 1906. 
The person who really pushed for these courts was Marie 
Kirk (1855 – 1928). 
 
A word of wisdom: 
When walking through a valley of shadows remember that a 
shadow is cast by a light (this saying fits the life of Marie 
Kirk). 
 

Peter Hinchey 

 

DUNKELD COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS 
Please note that the closing date for the Community 
Newsletter is 6.00pm on the Friday before the 
distribution date, as listed in the below table. 
 
Issue      Cut-off Date        Distribution Date 
16       Fri  4 October                 Wed 9 October  
17       Fri 18 October                 Wed 23 October 
18       Fri  1 November               Wed  6 November 
19       Fri 15 November              Wed 20 November 
20      Fri 29 November             Wed 4 December 
21      Fri 13 December              Wed 18 December 
              LAST ISSUE FOR 2024 
 

Please forward content to Gaylene Raymond 
email: gfraymond@bigpond.com 
 
 

 
The Australian Pedal Car Grand Prix is on Saturday 12 

October in Coleraine.  The Committee have been working 
hard to make this a great day for the community. Please get 
behind this community event. The race is at the Coleraine 
Railway Tourist Information Centre. Racing around 
McConochie Street, turning into Robertson Street, turning left 
into Pilleau Street and then back into McConochie Street. 
 
Our website is https://pedalcargp.au  We are also on 
Facebook. 
 
We have a market starting at 11.00am and lots of yummy 
food available during the day. A huge raffle has been 
donated by local businesses and will be on sale in the 
Catching Pen all this week and selling at the race.  
 
The Committee have pedal cars available for use in the 
Australian Pedal Car Grand Prix.  Please contact Lisa on 
0409 752 609 to reserve your pedal car. 
 
GET YOUR TEAM TOGETHER NOW AND START 
PLANNING FOR RACE DAY! Entry fees and prize money 
are: 
 

ELITE 

Elite Pedal Cars  

Entry $100.00 

Teams of 4 pedaller and 2 pit crew 

Prize money: 1st $1500, 2nd $1000, 3rd $500 

 

mailto:gfraymond@bigpond.com
https://pedalcargp.au/
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OPEN  

13 years and over    

Entry $50.00  

Teams of 4 pedallers and 2 pit crew 

Prize money:  1st $500, 2nd $250, 3rd $150 

 
JUNIOR – Sponsored by Coleraine Community Bank. 

13 years and under  

Entry $50.00 

Teams of 4 to 8 pedallers and 2 pit crew 

Prize money:  1st $500, 2nd $250, 3rd $150 
 
Program of Events: 
11.00am Scrutineering, track inspection and test runs. 

A good opportunity for spectators to inspect the 
pedal cars close up. 

12.15pm Grid position draw and safety meeting. 
1.00pm  Hot Lap around the course. 
2.00pm  Race Start 
4.00pm  Race Finish 
4.30pm Awarding of Prizes and trophies along with awards 

for best presented vehicle and the highest 
fundraiser. 
Raffle will also be drawn. 
 

Lisa Hudson, Secretary 
 

Looking for Information 
A message was recently received by the Glenthompson 
History Group indicating that there were some Time 
Capsules buried at a couple of sites around the town, that 
we as a group were unaware of. 
 
The first capsule is possibly near the flagpole at the 
Glenthompson Primary School. Were you there when it was 
buried? When was it buried and do you know when it’s 
meant to be dug up? 
 
The second is possibly on the grounds of the Uniting Church. 
Once again, were you there when it was buried? Where 
exactly on the grounds was it buried? When was it buried 
and do you know when it is meant to be dug up? 
 
We would love to have these time capsules located sooner 
rather than later, especially since the church is now private 
property and who knows what the go is with the school 
anytime in the foreseeable future. 
 
If you can help, please contact of the Glenthompson History 
Group members (Elaine, Murray, Tracey, Lynne, Michelle M, 
Sylvia, Jan W, Sara or Michelle B) or put the information in 
the Glen News Box at the Glenthompson Roadhouse. 
 

Tracey Potatau-Wright – phone: 0438 774 215 
Elaine Budgen – phone 0417 119 832 
 

 

DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH 
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men 
and women to be members and renew their 
membership to ensure the future of the RSL 
locally. Membership renewal for 2024 is 
$40.00 per person. By becoming a member of 

the RSL, you will enjoy the privilege of having joined one of 
Australia's oldest and most revered organisations and 
supporting your local RSL Sub-Branch. An organisation 
committed to selfless service on behalf of the nation, which is 
dedicated to honouring those who have served our nation 
through military service, and that focuses on the care of 
veterans and their dependants. Application forms are 
available from the Secretary/Treasurer, Terrie Nicholson on 
0487 416 971. 
 

The action at Bita Paka on 11 September 1914: Following 
a request from the British government, the Australian Naval 
and Military Expeditionary Force (ANMEF) was formed on 6 
August 1914. Its sole purpose was to destroy German 
wireless stations, operating in the Caroline Islands at Nauru 
and New Britain, which were communicating with the German 
East Asian Cruiser squadron operating in Pacific waters. The 
ANMEF was raised separately from the Australian Imperial 
Force, and comprised 1,500 militia infantry and 500 naval 
reservists and ex-sailors.  
 
On 11 September 1914 shore parties landed unopposed at 
Rabaul and nearby Kabakaul, where a patrol of 25 Australian 
naval reservists pushed inland to the wireless station at Bita 
Paka. There they were engaged by a composite force of 
German reservists and Melanesian police. In this action 
Australia suffered six dead and five wounded, and took 
possession of the wireless station. It was the first Australian 
action of the First World War. Those Australians killed at Bita 
Paka were the first of more than 60,000 killed in the four-year 
conflict. 

 
German New 
Guinea local 
troops at drill, 
being trained by 
German 
Reservists, shortly 
before the arrival 
of the Australian 
Naval and Military 
Expeditionary 
Force (ANMEF).¹ 

 
 

¹https://www.awm.gov.au/about/media/media-kits/action-bita-paka 
 

Sitting 
By Marion Colton 
 

I sit 
on a fallen tree 
spanning the river 
Long has it lain here 
its outer covering gone 
Light reflects its bareness. 
 
I sit 
Wurgarri dark before me 
cutting the sky into rounded shapes 
clothed in trees 
it slides down to the river. 
 
I sit 
gazing at the Wannon 
Its waters shimmer with light 
Water ribbons bathe on its surface 
so still. 
 
I sit 
Greens stretch up the slopes 
soothing tired eyes 
Yellows and creams, and blueish-greens 
silver-grey trunks, single and many 
so still, so still … timeless. 
 
I sit 
sipping tea 
just being 
kangaroos flash past before me 
bound the fence behind me. 

 

I sit 
in the stillness, in the beauty 
the sky darkens 
maybe rain will fall. 
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Dine In 

Takeaway 

Licensed premises 

Takeaway alcohol 

Catering Available 

Large group bookings welcome!!! 

(Seat up to 50 inside) 

Menu choices, something for everyone 

including 

GF, Vegan and Vegetarian options 
 

SPECIALITY NIGHTS 

TUESDAY - Parma Night $20 

WEDNESDAY - Steak Night $30 
(Free pot of beer or soft drink when dining in) 

THURSDAY - Burger Night $18 

Or Steak Sandwich $20 

 

Freshly made in house Pizzas 

Available daily from 5.00pm 

 

Takeaway Family Packs 

Pizza Bundle – 2 x pizzas, Garlic bread 

& 1.25L soft drink $45 

(Speciality pizzas not included) 

Fish & Chips Bundle - 4 x pieces of fish 

Chips and salad $40 

 

Coffee, Tea, milkshakes, soft drink, etc 

Cakes, slices biscuits 

Coffee & Slice deal $10 

 

Free home delivery service  

from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld  

town boundary only 

(minimum spend $20) 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday to Sunday – Open from 10.30am 

Lunch – 11.00am to 2.00pm 

Dinner 5.00pm to 8.00pm 

(Closing times for dinner may vary) 

 

 

109 Parker Street Dunkeld 

Phone: 5577 2288 

sturgeonviewcafedunkeld@gmail.com 
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        James Mooney 
 
 

Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving. 
 

Free Quotes 
All sized jobs. 

A high standard of work guaranteed 
 

Call James today on   0409428500 
ABN: 70 277 115 304 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

landscape,  

still life 

and 

contemporary  oil 

paintings 
  

open 10-4 most days  
or phone 0437 944 582 

225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294 

prints and cards available 
www.grampiansart.com.au 

http://www.grampiansart.com.au/


15 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


