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           DUNKELD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
                   We are a Child Safe School and we will protect all children at all times.   

 93 Victoria Valley Road, DUNKELD   VIC   3294 

                     Phone: (03) 5577 2384   Fax: (03) 5577 2540 
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FROM Mr Paul Jeffreys, Principal... 
Dear Community 
Last week I was invited to join the Year 6 class as they worked with their Prep buddies to publish pieces of writing. Oh my 
goodness! This was ‘educational heaven’! 
Walking into the classroom, every Year 6 and Prep child were totally engaged in what they were doing. One would have 
initially thought (as I did) that all of the students were playing some super-cool computer game (please see the photo of Sam 
and Chloe elsewhere in this newsletter). But no. Every student in that room was working towards producing a piece of writing 
and then publishing it as a word document for public viewing. In short, I was looking at modern education at its best, anytime, 
anywhere … and right here in our school. Consequently, we needed to show this and so we have a notice board just outside 
the Prep room.  
For those of you who will not get to see it on the display board, the following educational concepts were happening during 
this learning session: 
Authentic Learning     Collaborating     Modelling     Creating     Metacognition     Engagement     Responding     Risk 

Taking     Thinking    Developing Courageous Learners     Friendliness     Focusing     Wellbeing     Leading     
Sharing   Kids Teaching Kids 

Education is different to what it once was … thankfully. I am proud of Naomie Phillips and Ann Howard from Year 6, and Dee-
Anne Gerring and Jackie McShane from Prep for the work they are doing together for our students. I am proud of our school.  
 

Newsletter No. 12 – Wednesday 31 July 2019 
 

JULY 2019 

 Wednesday 31 Kinder to Prep Transition Program - Dunkeld Kindergarten school visit. 
 

AUGUST 2019 

 Thursday 1 SAKG Kitchen and Garden Classes. Year 4 students will be preparing and sharing in the Kitchen and  
shall require $4.00 for their Kitchen class. 
ZartArt Book Week Workshop PD in Hamilton. 

 Sunday  4 School Council Barbecue Stall at Peaks & Trails event. 

 Friday  2 Whole School Assembly commencing at 2.35pm. 

 Tuesday  6 Whole School Performance – Monsters in My Wardrobe by School Performance Tours. Four-year-old  
Kindergarten students have been invited to attend as part of the Kinder to Prep Transition Program. 
Policy Sub-Committee Meeting commencing at 5.15pm. 
Facilities Sub-Committee Meeting commencing at 6.15pm. 

 Wednesday 7 MARC Library. 

 Thursday 8 SAKG Kitchen and Garden Classes.  Year 6 students will be preparing and sharing in the Kitchen and  
shall require $4.00 for their Kitchen class. 

 Friday  9 Whole School Assembly commencing at 2.35pm. 
What Makes an Effective Writers Workshop PD. 

 Sunday  11 Online Parent Opinion Survey closes. 

 Wednesday 14 Kinder to Prep Transition Program - Year 5 students accompanying the Kinder students to Bush  
Kinder. 

 Thursday 15 SAKG Kitchen and Garden Classes. Year 5 students will be preparing and sharing in the Kitchen and  
shall require $4.00 for their Kitchen class. 

 Sat – Friday 17-23 Book Week Activities. Theme “Reading is my Secret Power”. 

 Friday  23 Book Week Parade commencing at 9.15am. Our 2020 Prep cohort are invited attend the parade and  
participate in a Book Week Activity. 

 Tuesday  27 School Council Meeting commencing at 7.30pm. 

 Friday  30 Whole School Assembly commencing at 2.35pm. 
 

SEPTEMBER 2019 

 Sun – Saturday 1-7 National e-Smart Week. 

 Mon – Thurs 2-5 Year 4/5/6 Bendigo, Echuca, Swan Hill Camp. 

 Thursday 5 NO Kitchen Garden Classes today.  SAKG Planning Day. 

 Wed – Fri 11-13 Year 2/3 Grampians Retreat Camp. 

 Wednesday  11 Kinder to Prep Transition Program – Kinder students to visit the current Prep class. 

 Thursday  12 Prep/Year 1 Sleepover (at school). 
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SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

 School Council will be conducting a barbecue at the Peaks and Trails event on Sunday 4 August – please call in and say hello and 
perhaps purchase a burger or a sausage. 

 The following sub-committee meetings will be held on Tuesday 6 August 2019 in the school staffroom: 
o Policy - commencing at 5.15pm. 
o Facilities – commencing at 6.15pm. 

 School Council supported the lodgement of an application from our Principal, Mr Paul Jeffreys, to the Department of Education and 
Training (DET) and Public Transport Victoria (PTV) for a change to the existing Mirranatwa School Bus Route from the beginning of 
the 2020 school year. 

 The next School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 27 August 2019 in the school staffroom. 
 

 

YEAR 6 TEACH GRADE PREP – WRITERS WORKSHOP 
 
Year 6 have been teachers to their Grade Prep buddies this term, teaching them the process of Writers 
Workshop! They helped them to create their own piece of writing on their favourite colours.  
 
I wrote about pink flamingos with my buddy, Jasmine! My flamingo went to the park – Grace Macgugan  
I wrote that I like blue because my Mum likes blue – Olivia Balkin 
Lachlan and I wrote about orange things. I like orange because my dog is orange. – James Manolas 
I’ve been writing about red with my buddy, Amelia. Red is the colour of a rose and a car light. Red is the fastest 
colour. – Archie Cant-McKindlay 
Sam and I have been writing about the colour pink. Flamingos are pink. It is in a rainbow and it’s my favourite 
colour. – Chloe Skermer 
I love purple because it’s the Dockers colours and I like purple cars. Xander helped me to write about the 
colour purple. – Digby Heazlewood 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GRADE 5 SECONDARY TRANSITION DAY - BAIMBRIDGE COLLEGE 
 
 
On 23 July, some of the Grade 5 students went to Baimbridge College to see what high school is like. 5A’s first period was a welcome to 
the school. I got to make lots of new friends, we made a lolly bag with a warming message, and we also had a tour around the school.  My 
favourite part of the school was the cafeteria.  
After recess, we had Art with Mrs Ells, she was a funny teacher. We made origami dolphins and we played a game where you had to blow 
into a straw and see how long you could keep a balloon up in the air, it was pretty hard. 
After lunch, we had sport in the gym with Mrs Murphy.  We played tunnel ball.  There were ten teams and team ten was the team to beat. 
After that, we played a basketball dribbling game, then we had a game of dodgeball, I was a survivor. It was a great day!  Hayden Phillips, 
Grade 5. 
 
On 23 July our Year 5 class went to Baimbridge College for Transition Day. When we got there we had a quick assembly and we had a 
brief description of what we were doing. Firstly, my group did cooking. In the cooking class, we got to make pizzas and on my pizza, I put 
salami, cheese, ham, salad and onion on it and was really, really yummy. Secondly, we did the Hello Sam tour and the Hello Sam activities. 
In the Hello Sam activities we got to play the chocolate game and wink murder that was really fun. In the Hello Sam tour we got taken 
around the school and they showed us what facilities Baimbridge had. Lastly, we had PE.  In PE we played tunnel ball and lots of other 
games that included a ball. Wil Balkin, Grade 5. 

 
On the 23 July, I went to Baimbridge College for Transition Day! I had an enjoyable time, my favourite teacher was the one who did English 
and Maths, (even though she did art with us on that day).  
We split into groups. I was with Gus, Angus H, Hayden, Myles, Ryan, Lucy and Kaitlan and lots of other students from other schools. On 
that day we did two periods of Art, two periods of PE, a tour and an introduction. 
I liked the PE lessons because we did relays and games. The day I had at Baimbridge was spectacular. Georgia Adams, Grade 5. 
 
On 23 July, 16 people went to the Year 5 Baimbridge College Secondary Transition Day. First, we got put into groups, I was in 5E. Then we 
played some games to get to know each other, then we had a tour of the school, it is very big. It was then recess, I had a race with my 
friends. After recess we had music. I played the trumpet and the trombone. I was able to play baby shark on the trumpet. Then we had 
Chinese. We learnt to write hello, China and Chinese. It was then time for lunch. I went to the Library for a little bit then I played ‘gang up’. 
For the final two periods, we had PE, it was really fun. After school it was nearly hailing, I had to wait for the bus, but the shelter was full so 
I got drenched. Despite that, I had a really fun time and I can’t wait to go again next year. Leah Morelli, Grade 5. 
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YEAR 4 CLASSROOM 
 

The Year 4 class are very fortunate to have Miss Nickayla Lowe working with them full-time for the first six 
weeks of Term Three. Miss Lowe is in her final year of her teaching degree and this teaching placement is 
a requirement of her course, so she can have practical experience of teaching under the supervision of a 
mentor teacher. Miss Lowe has developed strong, respectful relationships with the students in Year 4 and 
they are responding beautifully to her teaching. Miss Lowe has already introduced a new Science unit 
about soil, rocks and landscapes, a new Media Arts unit about Green Screen technology and a new Math 
unit about decimal numbers to two decimal points. These are all challenging and interesting units for the 
Year 4 students to engage with at school and our students are very lucky to be working with her. 
We wish Miss Lowe every success with this teaching placement, but also in her future teaching career to 
come. Any school she applies to will be very lucky to have a graduate teacher of her calibre on staff. Anne 
Gilbert, Leading Teacher, Grade 4. 

 

FURTHER REPORT!  SCOTT’S BMX TRICK BIKE SHOW 
 
 

On the last day of Term 2, our school went to the BMX show. It was amazing.  The BMX rider told us 
how he learnt to ride a BMX bike and how many times he fell off. He told us about  
how he made it to the circus. He could juggle up to five or six bowling pins. He could get three cubes 
and throw them up and move them around. He said he got a phone call when he was waiting to get in 
to the circus and it was an offer to be a Maths teacher at a high school. He said to the person, “wait I’ll 
call you back.” Instead, he went to the circus and stood on the handlebars on his bike for the trial and 
the circus said he was in. The last trick was my favourite, he got six people, Abby Lazzari was with a 
Cavendish girl on the front bars hanging off the wheels, Taylor Haley and I were on the back doing the 
same thing, George Lomas was in between him and the handlebars and Eddie McShane was on his 
shoulders it was amazing. I hope we go to Scott’s BMX trick bike show again. 
 
By Angus Frost 

 

Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program (SAKG)  
 

From the Kitchen… by Clare Kennedy 
 

With brassicas a plenty our Year 5 students enjoyed making Okonomiyaki with cabbage and broccoli added, the oven 
baked spring rolls using cabbage, broccoli, silver beet, and tasty sauces were delicious and the knife skills used were outstanding with very 
proud students delighted to show me the end result before adding the finely chopped produce to the mixing bowl. We are so very lucky to 
be the recipients of home-grown produce from around our town with John Fraser arriving on a Thursday with a basket of green goodness 
and lemons from his garden and Heather Funk sharing her pomegranates with us which the children enjoyed pummeling with the wooden 
spoon to release the deliciousness inside. We used them to garnish the coconut panna cotta. We learnt about gelatin and its many uses 
with Alisha and Kaitlan researching and informing us of what they had discovered. ‘Gelatin is made out of tendons, ligaments and bones 
and it comes from cows or pigs or buffalo hooves. Gelatin can be used in cheesecake, custard, jam and marmalade. You can use agar-
agar for vegetarians and it is made from red algae’. 
Our herby quinoa salad using pomegranate, and herbs from the garden with salty feta cheese was also a dish that woke up the taste buds 
and showed the art of restraint when using herbs together and again some very fine knife skills. 
 
We welcome Year 4 in the kitchen this Thursday. 
 

From the Garden… by Lisa McIntyre 

The children have been working hard on their ''Gardening Dunkeld'' segments, being extremely studious and creative by studying the facts 
and learning to be natural in front of a camera - which is so much harder than it looks! To relieve them of the pressure this creates (??!!), 
they have been making beautiful billy tea to sip on at the end of their session. This crew brewed up a beautiful blend of rosemary, orange, 
mint and lemon, and it was served to 50 people - what an achievement! 
 
And (don't tell anyone!), the Grade 6s taught the Preps the fine art of marshmallow toasting. 

 

 

 

 

 

SAKG Captains Report … by Olive Jackson and Antonia Huzony 

On 25 July 2019 in the Kitchen the Year 5’s made a herb quinoa, feta and pomegranate salad, coconut panna cotta with pomegranate, 
Japanese pancakes (Okonomiyaki) and spring rolls.  The Year 5 students had an amazing time. 
 
In the Garden, Prep and Grade 6 have been working on i-movies in our school garden.  We are all planning to get them done by next week 
to show at assembly. 
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Notice Board 
 
 

NEWSPAPERS WANTED!!! 
 

Newspapers are required for use at school for Art, STEAM projects etc.   If you have any unwanted papers, would you kindly leave them in 
the library area in the BER building. 
 

KINDER TO PREP TRANSITION PROGRAM 
Every year the Dunkeld Consolidated School in conjunction with the Dunkeld Kindergarten runs a Kinder to Prep Transition Program.  This 
year the program commenced with the Dunkeld Kindergarten students visiting the Prep classroom for a story on Wednesday 12 June 
2019.  The Kinder students were present at school again today getting to know our Grade 5 students who will be their Buddies next year.  
Over the upcoming months the following activities have been confirmed for the school’s Kinder to Prep Transition Program: 

 Tuesday 6 August 2019: Four-year-old Kindergarten students invited to attend whole school performance ‘Monsters in My Wardrobe’. 

 Wednesday 14 August 2019: Year 5 students with Mr Leroy Mojica-Perez to join the Kindergarten students at Bush Kinder. 

 Wednesday 21 August 2019: Year 5 students with Mr Leroy Mojica-Perez to visit the Dunkeld Kindergarten to share a snack and a 
story. 

 Friday 23 August 2019: Our 2020 Prep cohort are invited to attend and participate in our Book Week parade at 9.15am and an activity 
afterwards.  Students to be picked up from school at 10.00am. 

 Wednesday 11 September 2019: Kinder students to attend the Dunkeld Consolidated School and visit with the current Prep class. 

 Wednesday 16 October 2019: Year 5 students with Mr Leroy Mojica-Perez will visit the Dunkeld Kinder to share a snack and a story. 

 Wednesday 23 October 2019.  Kindergarten students to visit the Prep class with Mrs Debbie Millard and Mrs Kim Burgess. 

 Thursday 14 November 2019: School Transition Day - Kindergarten students to attend school without Kinder staff from 9.00am – 

2.20pm. Parents to drop off their Kinder children at school by 8.50am to the care of Mrs Jackie McShane.    

 Monday 25 November 2019: School Transition Day - Kindergarten students to attend school from 9.00am – 2.20pm. Parents to drop 

off their Kinder children at school by 8.50am to Mrs Dee-Anne Gerring.    

 Tuesday 10 December 2019: Orientation Day - Kindergarten children to attend the Dunkeld Consolidated School all day (9.00am to 

3.25pm).  

 Tuesday 10 December 2019: Parent Information Session at 2.30pm.  Kindergarten parents are invited to attend an information 

session to hear about our school programs and ask any questions you may have regarding 2020. 
 

Date to be confirmed: House Athletics Sports Day – Dunkeld Kindergarten families and children are invited to attend. There will be a 
Kinder/toddler race for the younger children who are present. Please arrive by approximately 1.45pm to enter your child in the Kinder 
race. 

HEAD LICE 
We have had an instance of head lice reported this week and seek your co-operation in an effort to contain the situation.  Please read the 
notices with this newsletter and take action accordingly. 
 

BOOK WEEK AND BOOK WEEK PARADE 
Students will be engaged in multi-aged Book Week activities during the week when groups of Prep to Year 6 students will work together 
with each of our teachers, reading a book and enjoying a follow-up activity. 
A reminder for parents, friends and children that 17 to 23 August is Book Week – Reading Is My Secret Power. Students should be thinking 
about dressing up as their favourite book character. Please remember that you are not expected to spend a lot of money on a costume. A 
parade of characters will take place at 9:15am on Friday 23 August in the school hall. We have invited our 2020 Preps to attend the 

parade and participate in a Book Week activity following the parade. 
Which book characters will we see this year? Parents, friends and new parents for 2020 are warmly welcomed to watch the parade.  

 
2019 SCHOOL CAMPS 
 

Monday 2 - Thursday 5 September - YEAR 4/5/6 BENDIGO, ECHUCA, SWAN HILL CAMP 

Year 4, 5 and 6 students have their school camp coming up in Week 8 of this term – only five weeks to go! We are leaving on Monday 2 
September and returning on Thursday 5 September. What will we see? What will we do? What challenges will we meet? The teachers are 
planning a great camp itinerary full of interesting and exciting experiences. More details re cost and packing requirements will be sent 
home in the near future. 
 
Wednesday 11 - Friday 13 September - YEAR 2/3 GRAMPIANS RETREAT CAMP  

Year 2 and 3 students have their school camp coming up in Week 10 of this term – only six weeks to go! We are leaving on Wednesday 11 
September and returning Friday 13 September. What will we see? What will we do? What challenges will we meet? The teachers are 
planning a great camp itinerary full of interesting and exciting experiences. More details re cost and packing requirements will be sent 
home in the near future. 
 
Thursday 12 September Prep/Year 1 Sleepover 

This year’s Prep/Year 1 sleepover will be held on Thursday 12 September 2019.  Students will go home after school on Thursday for a 
shower and to collect their items for sleeping at school that night.  Students will then attend school as normal on Friday.  Further details will 
be sent home to each family shortly. 
 
 

REMINDER - SCHOOL BUS TRAVEL  
If students are attending activities after school on a regular basis e.g. hockey training, cricket etc. parents may make a note in the diary 
advising that their child/children will not be travelling on the bus on a specific afternoon. For example … “Tony will not be travelling on the 
bus on a Friday afternoon for Term 1 as he will be attending hockey training.”  
 
 

 

REMINDERS 
 

Thursday 1 August 2019: SAKG Kitchen Friends – Jo Aarons, Venita Mibus, Kaye Wraith, Kerren Collins. 
Thursday 1 August 2019 SAKG Garden Friends – Paul Callander, Stacey Balkin, Margaret Cooper, Julie Butterworth, Kaye Wraith, Brian 

Mathews, Dave Fanning. 

FORMS 
 

Head lice letter, Action Taken Form and information from the Department of Health re: ‘Treating and controlling Head Lice’. 


