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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S
DESK

MR SMALLMAN

Funds raised are being used to refurbish our Memory
Garden, which will be a wonderful addition to our
school grounds and a project that our students can
be proud of.
Our Grade 5 students have also been working with me
to begin creating a new Buddy Space for our 2027
Preps and Grade 6 students. This will provide a
dedicated space for our youngest students and their
Grade 6 buddies to spend time together and develop
those important relationships throughout the year.
The Buddy Space is being made possible through a
very generous donation from Mrs Christine Scott, in
honour of her late husband, Mr Neil Scott. Neil was a
much-loved school bus driver and a valued member
of our local community. We are incredibly grateful for
Christine’s generosity and look forward to creating a
space that provides a lasting legacy in Neil’s memory.
There have also been plenty of opportunities for
students to get involved in activities beyond the
classroom. Our students participated in Hockey 7s on
Friday 31 July, while our Grade 5 and 6 students
represented the school at the Interschool Netball
Tournament at Pedrina Park on 19 August. It is always
wonderful to see our students getting involved,
supporting one another and representing Dunkeld
Consolidated School with such enthusiasm and pride.
Last Friday also saw our Grade 1 Sleepover and Prep
Extended Day take place. There was plenty of
excitement as students enjoyed dinner at school and,
for our Grade 1 students, the very special experience
of sleeping over at school. 
As always, I would like to thank our wonderful staff
for their continued care, commitment and dedication
to our students. I would also like to thank our families
and broader community for the ongoing support you
provide to our school.
There is so much to be proud of at Dunkeld
Consolidated School. Whether it is through learning,
sport, leadership, friendship or simply having a go,
our students continue to demonstrate our motto,
Optima Sempre – Always Our Best. It is a privilege to
see them grow, learn and thrive each day.

It has been another busy and very positive few
weeks at Dunkeld Consolidated School, and I
wanted to take the opportunity to share some of
the wonderful things happening across our
school.
It has been particularly pleasing to see the
growth our students are making in their learning.
Our teachers have been reviewing student
assessment data and moderating student work,
and we have seen many students achieve
exceptional growth in reading, spelling and
mathematics. These results are a wonderful
reflection of the hard work of our students and
teachers and the continued focus we place on
using assessment data to support and
strengthen student learning.
We also recently participated in a Glenelg
Principal Network initiative to review our
Attitudes to School Survey data for students in
Grades 4–6. I am delighted to share that our
school performed exceptionally well, with strong
results across all areas. This is a fantastic
reflection of the positive relationships, sense of
belonging and engagement our students
experience at school. A special thank you to the
teachers who work with our senior students each
day for the important role they play in
supporting these outcomes.
Our senior students have also continued to
demonstrate wonderful leadership through the
Toasties Fundraiser. The fundraiser is continuing
this term, with students taking responsibility for
organising and leading the initiative. 
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Year One Sleepover WANNON wildlife visit

Emma stuart
watercolour workshop

Fantastic mr fox

On Friday 14  August the Prep and Year
One students had an extended day at
school and the Year Ones slept the
night! 

th

WOW - what a fun adventure we all had. 
The girls were first asleep and the boys
were last awake.
A highlight was going for a night walk
with our torches.

The Prep - Year 2 students enjoyed a visit from Nick
from Wannon Wildlife. This tied in with our unit on
living and non-living and what do living things need
to survive?

On Tuesday 25  August our class enjoyed a
watercolour workshop with local author and
illustrator Emma Stuart.

th
Over the last two weeks we have been
reading the Roald Dahl story ‘Fantastic
Mr Fox’. We have throughly enjoyed
shaing this book together in class and
have been learning lots of new
vocabulary.
We even created our own fox art pieces.

This week we welcomed Miss Kelly back to DCS for her second
teaching placement at our school. 

We have loved having Miss Kelly in our class and look forward to
sharing our learning with her for the next 2 weeks.
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Team 3/4 have been working hard thisTeam 3/4 have been working hard this
term. We begin each day with aterm. We begin each day with a
Morning Circle, focusing on our weeklyMorning Circle, focusing on our weekly
value and completing a positivevalue and completing a positive
primer. This helps us start the day in aprimer. This helps us start the day in a
bright, positive way and prepares usbright, positive way and prepares us
for learning. It has helped us settlefor learning. It has helped us settle
quickly, build positive relationships,quickly, build positive relationships,
and create a happy classroomand create a happy classroom
environment. We love it!environment. We love it!
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EnglishEnglish
In Reading, we have been enjoying The Wild Robot and following the exciting adventures of Roz. TheIn Reading, we have been enjoying The Wild Robot and following the exciting adventures of Roz. The
action-packed narrative has captured our interest and encouraged thoughtful discussions aboutaction-packed narrative has captured our interest and encouraged thoughtful discussions about
technology, friendship, and survival. In Writing, we are exploring persuasive texts and debatingtechnology, friendship, and survival. In Writing, we are exploring persuasive texts and debating
whether robots should replace humans in certain jobs. Students are learning how to structure awhether robots should replace humans in certain jobs. Students are learning how to structure a
persuasive argument by developing strong introductions, supporting their opinions with evidence,persuasive argument by developing strong introductions, supporting their opinions with evidence,
and writing effective conclusions. We have also been focusing on using powerful and persuasiveand writing effective conclusions. We have also been focusing on using powerful and persuasive
language to influence our readers and make our arguments more convincing and engaging.language to influence our readers and make our arguments more convincing and engaging.
MathematicsMathematics
In Mathematics, we have been learning to read analogue and digital clocks to the nearest minuteIn Mathematics, we have been learning to read analogue and digital clocks to the nearest minute
and solve elapsed time problems. Students have been developing their understanding of how timeand solve elapsed time problems. Students have been developing their understanding of how time
passes and applying this knowledge to real-life situations. We have also been exploring directionspasses and applying this knowledge to real-life situations. We have also been exploring directions
and can confidently identify north, south, east, and west. Using these directional skills, we enjoyedand can confidently identify north, south, east, and west. Using these directional skills, we enjoyed
creating and interpreting maps of different areas and locations. Through a range of hands-oncreating and interpreting maps of different areas and locations. Through a range of hands-on
activities, students have strengthened their spatial awareness and mapping skills while buildingactivities, students have strengthened their spatial awareness and mapping skills while building
confidence in using directions to navigate and describe places.confidence in using directions to navigate and describe places.
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Y e a r  5 / 6  T e r m  3
N e w s

Last Wednesday students competed at
Pedrina Park in the School Netball

Championships. Huge thanks to Rachel
Blackwell and Jean Roache for coaching
and to the students for their teamwork.

INQUIRY -
EARTH SCIENCE

Since our last newsletter, the Year 5/6 students travelled to
Melbourne to experience city life. Not only did we brave the
public transport system within the city, we also travelled from
Dunkeld via Vline. The students took in the sights and stories of
the MCG, were amazed by the size of the State Library, tackled
the skills needed for ice skating and shopped their hearts out at
the Queen Victoria Market. Huge thank you to Woody Blackwell,
Mick Alderman and Mrs McShane for spending time supporting
and guiding our students while on camp! 

MELBOURNE CAMP

ART
This term students have been exploring the art form of cubism and
famous artists that have used and refined this over time. We created
Cubism inspired Picasso portraits and adapted this technique when
creating the background for our athlete silhouettes to tie in with the
Commonwealth Games. 
Currently, students are creating warm and cool colour trees using a
number of different art techniques. We are in the early stages but
are hoping to complete these before the end of term so keep your
eyes out for them up on display. They will look amazing! 

SCHOOL NETBALL

“ONCE” BOOK STUDY

This term for English we are exploring the text “Once” by Morris
Gleizman. This is a historical fiction text set deep in Nazi dominated
Poland in World War 2. Students have connected with the main
characters Felix, Zelda and Barney and explored key themes
throughout this text. They are also becoming vocab masters, pulling
aprt punchy vocab through defining and renaming. We are nearly at
the end of the text and students are following Felix’s movements on
a story map they created at the beginning of the book. 

This term for Inquiry, we are exploring the
topic “3  Rock from the Sun”. So far we
have explored the vastness of our solar
system, why the planents are positioned
where they are, and explored interesting
facts about each of the planents.

rd

We have also researched interesting
information about early scientists who
played an important role in what we know
about our solar system today and invented
useful tools to observe our galaxy. 

Students are loving finding out and learning
more about our place in space! 



Year 5/6 Melbourne Camp
The Year 5/6 students, along with Mrs Phillips, 

Mrs McShane, Woody Blackwell and Mick Alderman,
travelled to Melbourne for three days to experience

all that city life has to offer! 



A n  i c y  s t a r t  t o  Te rm  3  s a w  u s  b e g i n  w i t h  a  f u n  a n d
e n e r g e t i c  d a n c e  u n i t  i n  t h e  h a l l .  Wh i l e  s om e  s t u d e n t s

w e r e  h e s i t a n t  a t  f i r s t ,  i t  w a s  w o n de r f u l  t o  s e e
e v e r y o n e  f r om  Pr e p  t o  G r a d e  6  g e t  i n v o l v e d  a n d  e n j o y
t h e  u n i t .  We  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  s om e  g r e a t  l i t t l e  g r o o v e r s

a t  D C S !

Wh i l e  w e  w a i t e d  f o r  c a lm e r  w e a t h e r ,  Ye a r s  3– 6
e x p l o r e d  t h e  C a r l t o n  Fo o t b a l l  C l u b’ s  Re s p e c t f u l

S p o r t sm a n s h i p  Pr o g r am ,  w h i l e  o u r  y o u n g e r  s t u d e n t s
f o c u s e d  o n  s a f e t y  a t  h om e .  St u d e n t s  a l s o  c r e a t e d
c a t c h y  s l o g a n s  t o  p r om o t e  s u n  a n d  w a t e r  s a f e t y .

We  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g e t  b a c k  o u t s i d e ,  w i t h  o u r
y o u n g e r  s t u d e n t s  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e i r  g r o s s  m o t o r  a n d

s k i p p i n g  s k i l l s .  Ye a r s  3– 6  h a v e  b e e n  c h a l l e n g i n g
t h em s e l v e s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s k i p p i n g  s t y l e s ,  b o t h

i n d i v i d u a l l y  a n d  i n  g r o u p s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  f a n t a s t i c  t o
s e e  s t u d e n t s  e n c o u r a g i n g  o n e  a n o t h e r  a n d  p e r s e v e r i n g

w i t h  n e w  c h a l l e n g e s .
We  w i l l  f i n i s h  t h e  t e rm  w i t h  a  f o c u s  o n  A F L  t h r o u g h

a  r a n g e  o f  f u n  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  g am e s .

A  b i g  w e l l  d o n e  t o  a l l  o u r  P E  St a r s  o f  t h e  We e k !  Yo u r
e n t h u s i a sm ,  e f f o r t  a n d  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  h a v e  b e e n

f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e .
M i s s  G o r d o n

Health and PEHealth and PEHealth and PE



WHAT HAVE WE BEEN UP TO...?
Mrs Wilson

This term in STEAM, students
explored the theme of Movement
and Motion, discovering how and

why things move and how
movement can be changed or

created. Across a variety of
hands-on activities, students

experimented with forces,
friction, mechanisms and

animation. Some of our projects
included creating puppets with

moving mechanisms, making
animations using Pivot, testing

different surfaces to investigate
friction, and creating moveable
paper origami. It has been a fun

and active term of designing,
making, experimenting and

discovering how things move!

Testing surfaces for
friction using toy

cars

TERM 3 STEAM

Movement and Motion

Origami
animals that

move

Creating short
animations using

‘Pivot’

Mixed age science experiments



BOOK WEEKBOOK WEEKBOOK WEEK

FROM OUR FACEBOOK PAGEFROM OUR FACEBOOK PAGEFROM OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

PRIMARY SCHOOLPRIMARY SCHOOL

NETBALL COMPETITIONNETBALL COMPETITION

PRIMARY SCHOOL
NETBALL COMPETITION

HOCKEY 7'SHOCKEY 7'SHOCKEY 7'S

NATIONAL SCIENCENATIONAL SCIENCE

WEEKWEEK

NATIONAL SCIENCE
WEEK



Congratulations to the following
GEM Award students - 

Marli Mibus, Sophie Shepheard,
Penelope Wickens, Tom Harris,

Charlotte Blackwell 

Wellbeing
Naomie Phillips - Wellbeing Leader 

brad smallman - Mental Health and wellbeing leader

THE ROLE OF THE MENTAL HEALTH AND

WELLBEING LEADER

If you require a directory of community

services, please reach out to your

Classroom Teacher or Mr Smallman
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