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From the Lions Den 
 

L Liberty 
I Intelligence 
O Our 
N Nations 
S Safety 
 
If we worry too much about ourselves, we won’t have time for others. Mother Teresa 
 

A nice Lions story 
Lions Eye Health Program Australia – 2023 Wrap-up: 
There are now more than 750 trained screeners including three from Dunkeld, from over 340 Lions Clubs. 
 

• 10 040 child vision screenings conducted. 

• 2 015 referred for further testing; 

• Most common issues identified: 
o Stereo (Depth Perception) 756; 
o Visual Acuity (Clarity) 599; 
o Colour Perception 585; 
o Astigmatism (Blurred Vision) 279. 

 
One of those things you really had to know 
Recently I mentioned Thomas Laycock Junior (1786 – 1823) the only person in the arrest of Governor Bligh (1808). 
The leader of the arrest was First Lieutenant-Governor but was then cashiered for mutiny. Whilst Johnston was 
Governor his de-facto wife, Esther Abrahams (c1771 – 1846) was the colony’s first lady. She was a Jewish convict 
who had been convicted of stealing twenty-four yards of black lace from a shop. She was fifteen at the time she met 
Johnston on the ship out to Australia and remained with him for the rest of his life (they married in 1814 and had 
seven children). 
 
A word of wisdom 
Life is hope. 
 
Peter Hinchey 
 
 

 
 
The purpose of the Dunkeld & District Community Newsletter is to share information about activities, events, projects and services in our local district and surrounds, 
including historical information. It is not a platform for political or public argument. The newsletter is supported by local business advertising. The Dunkeld & District 
Community Newsletter reserves the right to accept or reject any submissions at its discretion without notification

Dunkeld & District  

Newsletter 
Distributed fortnightly on Wednesday (except during School Holidays) 
Printed at the Dunkeld Consolidated School – E&OE 

Issue No: 10/2024    Date: Wednesday 26 June 2024 

 

Sponsored by Lions Club 
 

DONATIONS 
SGSC Community Newsletter Grant $475 
Rob and Libby Palmer  $ 50 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We rely on donations to the Community Newsletter to offset all expenses relating 
to producing it. Please send in your donation to the Dunkeld Consolidated School 
office where it will be receipted and an acknowledgement made via the 
Newsletter. A receipt will be provided. Please make cheques payable to the 
“Dunkeld Consolidated School.”  
Direct deposit to BSB: 633 000 Account: 1430 91510 – please include your 
name as a reference so we may acknowledge your donation. 
 
 
 
 

http://matchbin-assets.s3.amazonaws.com/public/sites/529/assets/6WE0_lionlogo_2c.jpg
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250 Words from Father David 
Of Regrets 
Regrets are something that we tend to accumulate along the 
way as we journey through life. It’s just part of the stuff we 
put in our suitcase of experience. I don’t think many of us sit 
down over our assorted breakfast fare and plot our day 
deliberately in order to make a mistake which morphs pretty 
quickly into a regret. 
 
Regrets seem pretty much unavoidable and inevitable and 
they have this wicked habit of surreptitiously sneaking up on 
you from behind and smacking you around the head with a 
large cooking pot. They then take out a serrated edged knife 
and slice deeply into your heart, twisting as they go. 
 
But… and this is the good bit. The moving on bit. Nick Cave 
reckons ‘They can also help us lead improved lives. They 
can accompany us on the incremental bettering of our lives.’ 
Make no mistake, regrets will find you. They will seek you out 
and hunt you down. ‘They are forever floating to the surface. 
They require our attention. You have to do something with 
them. One way is to seek forgiveness by making what we 
call living amends, by using whatever gifts you may have in 
order to help rehabilitate the world’. 
 
So next time one of these pesky little critters sneaks up on 
you from behind, lurking in your memory, turn around, 
confront it, look lovingly at it and see what you can learn from 
it. What lessons does it have to offer you and how can you 
use the experience to transform your life, your community 
and world… one regret at a time? 
 
You will also find that if you challenge your regret, face off 
against it… the frequency of their attack will be lessened and 
the pain they inflict will be dulled. It won’t be easy …. but… 
Father David Oulton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER  - Please Note  
 

Newsletter Items for Issues 10 and 11 are to be 
forwarded to Terrie Nicholson at the following email 
address - thevicnics18@bigpond.com  
 

Closing date for the Community Newsletter is 6.00pm 
on the Friday before the distribution date, as listed in 
the below table. 
  
Issue      Cut-off Date        Distribution Date 
               JUNE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
11      Fri 12 July                      Wed 17 July 
12           Fri 26 July                        Wed 31 July 
13      Fri  9 August                     Wed 14 August 
14       Fri 23 August                   Wed 28 August 
15           Fri  6 September              Wed 11 September 
               SEPTEMBER SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 
16       Fri  4 October                 Wed 9 October  
17       Fri 18 October                 Wed 23 October 
18       Fri  1 November               Wed  6 November 
19       Fri 15 November              Wed 20 November 
20      Fri 29 November             Wed 4 December 
21      Fri 13 December              Wed 18 December
 LAST ISSUE FOR 2024 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 
 

Saint Patrick’s Catholic Church 
Parish Priest - Father Pat Mugavin - 5571 1161  Website: www.westernborder.church 
 

5th Week  Sunday  June 30    No mass or service (Mass in Penshurst)) 
 
1st Week  Sunday  July  7     8.30am Mass  
2nd Week  Sunday  July  14    No mass or service (mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week  Sunday  July  21   8.30am Mass  
4th Week  Sunday  July  28   9.00am Assembly of Word and Communion 
 
1st Week  Sunday  Aug   4     8.30am Mass  
2nd Week  Sunday  Aug   11   No mass or service (mass in Glenthompson) 
3rd Week  Sunday  Aug   18  8.30am Mass 
 

 
Dunkeld Uniting / Anglican Congregation Church Service Times 
 
Sunday 30 June Cluster Service Hamilton 10.30am Rev Fiona Hill – shared lunch to follow 
 

EVERYONE WELCOME – We would love to see you – Enquiries to Heather Macgugan 0400 952 716. 
 
 

Warrayure Trinity Lutheran Church 
 

Sunday 30 June 9.00am 
Sunday 7 July  10.30am 
Sunday 14 July  9.00am 
 

mailto:thevicnics18@bigpond.com
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250 Words from Father David 
Of Faith and Doubt 
When we think about the faithful worshipper, we swiftly jump 
to the conclusion that they never have questions, doubts or 
dry prayer days. Their book of life is all sorted and has been 
read, digested and enjoyed with no tricky bits to negotiate. 
But to claim that we have all the answers, to swear assuredly 
that we are right and you are wrong is breathtaking in its 
audacity, inappropriate in its rudeness and just downright 
dangerous in its self-entitlement. 
 
Any honest God botherer will tell you that there are always 
doubts, questions and wrestling. Frequently there are days 
when our prayers are nothing more than authentic tears and 
passionate fist shaking. 
 
So, if we have given the impression of being smug “know-it-
alls” then we have done ourselves a disservice and have 
cheated others of a wild adventure. A perilous, risky, thrilling 
ride where we are always learning new things and 
continuously confessing that we think differently now.  Surely 
when we admit that we haven’t got the answer, we create a 
void, an opportunity to grow and an experience to relish and 
enjoy. 
 
Faith and doubt are one package and they need each other. 
They are on the same single continuum and not at war with 
each other. The two sides to the single coin. They are 
forever calling to one another, confronting each other 
complementing each other. 
 
Nick Cave captured this exquisitely when he said “The 
tragedy with easy Christianity is that it takes away the 
adventure we are called to have with God. When all risk and 
courage are eliminated, so too is the passion and the 
mystery.” 
So give me the adventure and the questions. Give me the 
colour, the sparkle and the surprises. Give me the doubts 
and give me the faith. 
 
Father David Oulton 
Phone:  0435 867 040 
Email:  droulton72@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 

RED CROSS NEWS 
 
All reminders for this issue:  The next 
Zone Meeting is at the Daisy Turner Room 
in Hamilton on Tuesday 9 July.  It is 
always a good meeting and anyone 
wishing to attend, please let me know and I will contact the 
organisers.  People are welcome to bring up issues and the 
day begins at 10.00am, finishing at lunch time.  We have a 
large package of used stamps to hand in to the Red Cross 
representative on the day. 
 
Next is our winter meeting at Woodhouse Hall with our 
Nareeb friends.  This is another great gathering and we can 
pool cars for the trip.  Just meet at the RSL Room in Sterling 
Street at 1.30pm on Monday 15 July, bringing something for 
the stall and a plate of afternoon tea. 
 
Finally, it is membership time and our $10.00 subscription is 
due now.  Four members are already paid up.  
Thank you, 
Iris Field, contact person - phone: 5574 0202 
 
 

 
 

WHAT’S ON JUNE / JULY   –    PLEASE CHECK THROUGH THE NEWSLETTER AND USE BELOW TO FILL 
                                                                                IN THE DATES THAT ARE RELEVANT TO YOU  

MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT SUN 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 26 
Issue 10 
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27 28 29 30 
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2 3 4 5 
 

6 7 
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9 10 
 

11 12 
Deadline for  
issue 11 

13 14 

15 16 17 
Issue 11 
distributed 
 
 

18 19 
 

20 21 

22 23 24 
 
 
 

25 26 
Deadline for 
issue 12 

27 28 
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WELCOME ABBEY 
We are very pleased to welcome 
Abbey Wardlaw to our team. 
Abbey may be familiar to many, 
having played netball for 
Glenthompson Dunkeld Football 
Netball Club, until injury sidelined 
her. 
 
Abbey has joined us from the 
Hamilton branch, to continue her 
training in the Lending area. 
 
Please call in to say hi to Abbey 
and welcome her to Dunkeld. 
 

100 GAMES FOR JACK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It’s no mean feat to play 100 games and our Manager Jack 
reached this milestone recently. 
 
Lining up for Glenthompson Dunkeld Football Netball Club, 
Jack has enjoyed many seasons with the Club, with a few 
injuries along the way, preventing him from reaching 100 
games earlier. 
 
We join in congratulating Jack, as he looks towards many 
more games and hopefully the ultimate success for the Club. 
 

Photo credit – Tracey Kruger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mobile Library 

Will be visiting DUNKELD every Thursday fortnight 
12.30pm – 1.30pm        

Glenelg Highway alongside pool 
           

Dunkeld: Thursday 4 July 
  

Mirranatwa: Thursday 27 June  
3.00pm – 4.00pm 

 

Phone:  5573 0470 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library 

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:   
GREATER HAMILTON LIBRARY 

Ann Hinsch 
Hamilton Library 

Mobile Library Services Officer 
Southern Grampians Shire Council 

 

SOUTHERN GRAMPIANS 
SHIRE COUNCIL 
Exciting School Holiday 
Events at Hamilton Library! 
 
If you're looking for ways to keep the kids entertained 
these school holidays, Greater Hamilton Library has 
you covered!  Our Library Team have curated a 

http://www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/library
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fantastic program of fun, immersive, engaging, and 
educational events, ensuring there’s something for 
every age group to enjoy. 
 
Greater Hamilton Senior Library Coordinator Kelly Pitt-
Lancaster said the school holidays are a special time 
for Southern Grampians young people. 
 
“The school holidays are an exciting time when the 
library really gets to shine and show the community 
exactly what we’re about. 
 
“Our staff work extremely hard to provide a program of 
events that has something for everyone, and I think 
we’ve hit that target this school break. We can’t wait to 
see everyone making the most of our programs. 
“Keep up to date on session details, times and 
bookings via our Greater Hamilton Library Facebook 
page,” concluded Ms Pitt-Lancaster. 
Here’s a peek at what's coming up over the next two 
weeks. 
 
Week One Highlights 
Saturday 29 June: The Science Dome at Hamilton PAC 
Experience the wonders of science inside a 9-metre-
wide, 4.4-metre-high dome! This immersive event will 
feature fascinating talks, films, and stunning 
projections, in the style of a planetarium. With nine free 
showings throughout the day, covering topics from 
eclipses to dinosaurs to the universe, there's something 
for every curious mind. Each session can 
accommodate 50 people. Visit the HPAC website for 
details and to book your tickets. 
 
Tuesday 2 July: Meet Grug! 
The beloved Aussie family character, Grug, will be 
visiting HPAC for two delightful sessions. The library is 
conducting free craft workshops in the function room of 
the Performing Arts Centre. To attend the workshops, 
grab your VIP ticket online from the HPAC website. 
 
Wednesday 3 July: Disney Pixar's Inside Out 2 
Screening 
Join us for a special screening of the highly anticipated 
Disney Pixar film, Inside Out 2. The event kicks off with 
an arts and crafts activity led by our library team, 
followed by the movie screening at Hamilton Cinema. 
This event is limited to 50 children, so secure your spot 
soon! Bookings are essential, and tickets are available 
from the library. 
 
Week Two Highlights: 
Tuesday 9 July: Museum Victoria Exhibit 
Join us at 2:30pm for a special visit from Museum 
Victoria. This free exhibit will feature crowd favourites 
such as Australian animals, megafauna, dinosaurs, and 
fossils. It's a fascinating showcase suitable for kids 
aged 3 and up. With limited tickets for 75 spaces, 
bookings are essential, so be sure to pick up yours at 
the library to secure your spot! 
 
Wednesday 10 July: Museum Victoria at Penshurst 
Hall 
Missed the exhibit in Hamilton? No worries! Museum 
Victoria will be setting up their exciting showcase at 
Penshurst Hall from 10:00am to 11:00am. This is your 
second chance to explore the wonders of Australian 
wildlife and ancient history. Free tickets for this 
awesome event can be collected at the Hamilton 
Library or from the Mobile Library by arrangement. Call 
the Library for details on 5573 0470. 
 
Friday 12 July: Kids Trivia 

Wrap up the week with some friendly competition at our 
kids Trivia! Starting at 4:00pm and running for 
approximately one hour, this event is suitable for ages 
8 – 12 years and promises to be loads of fun with 
prizes to be won. 
 
Teams will tackle a mix of challenging and playful 
questions, ensuring a great time for both kids and 
adults. 
 
Don’t miss out on these fantastic activities that promise 
to keep your kids entertained and inspired all holiday 
long! Visit Hamilton Library for more information and to 
grab your tickets. 
 
Please note that all children 12 years and under must 
be accompanied by an adult. 
 

Pumping new track for Southern 
Grampians Youth  
Work will commence this month to install a new pump 
track at the Hamilton Skate Park.  
 
The project, identified through Council’s 2022 Youth 
Survey and further engagement with Hamilton Skate 
Park users in 2023, was funded in the 2023/2024 
budget. Design works to develop a vision for the 
upgrade of the entire Skate Park precinct have taken 
place over the last eight months, with a staged rollout to 
commence with the pump track installation.  
 
The fibreglass track will be installed on a compacted 
base, providing 64 metres of a looped track for pump-
circuit enthusiasts.  
 
Southern Grampians Shire Council Mayor David 
Robertson said Council were excited to see this project 
underway for the region’s young people. “We are really 
pleased to be able to provide this amazing new 
equipment for the young people of the Southern 
Grampians. Through our engagement with youth, we 
often hear there isn’t much to do in Hamilton. We hope 
this new feature of the skate park will provide some 
excitement and a new experience for many,” said Cr 
Robertson.  
 
“We had great attendance our recent Skate Fest youth 
event hosted at the Skate Park so we know it’s an 
important location that should be maximised for our 
older youth. “This new track will be the first phase of the 
Hamilton Skate Park Precinct upgrade costing 
$180,000 where there are future plans to overhaul the 
whole area, making it a space for our youth to be social 
and ultimately have a location that is specifically 
designed for them.  
 
“The second phase, yet to be funded, will be an 
extension of the park which includes the installation of a 
new concrete bowl to replace the half pipe which we 
know is a current favourite. This piece of equipment is 
at its end-of-life and needs to be upgraded for user 
safety,” concluded Cr Robertson.  
 
A number of impacted trees need to be removed at the 
project site, to allow for the pump track installation, 
which will mean closing the Skate Park on Friday 28 
June (weather permitting). The metal half pipe will also 
be removed during the first phase of pump track 
installation which will mean another date of closure that 
will be communicated once confirmed.  
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For more information on the Hamilton Skate Park 
Precinct, please contact Council’s Recreation Team on 
5573 0444. 
 

Council’s budget continues to invest in 
intergenerational projects for the future 
Southern Grampians Shire Council adopted the 
2024/2025 Budget, the Long-Term Financial Plan 2024-
2034 and Pricing Register at an unscheduled council 
meeting yesterday.  
 
Southern Grampians Shire Council Mayor David 
Robertson said this year’s budget considers the 
balancing of finances and finding efficiencies while 
investing in the future of the region. “This budget builds 
on the 2023/2024 budget and establishes the program 
of work that will realise a bold vision for Southern 
Grampians Shire through the delivery of 
intergenerational major projects, as well as the broad 
day-to-day needs of our community through investing in 
key facilities and services. The challenge has been 
achieving this in a tightly constrained budgetary 
environment,” said Cr Robertson.  
 
“It’s a balancing act to get the spend right for long-term 
projects we know will have significant impact for the 
future of our region, while also funding those 
community-based developments that will directly and 
immediately improve the lives of those across the 
Southern Grampians.”  
 
Over the last three years, Council has undertaken a 
diligent and comprehensive program of reducing costs 
and improving operational efficiency which has not only 
ensured financial sustainability but is also enabling the 
delivery of multigenerational major projects that will 
transform the Shire. This focus on cost reduction and 
commitment to efficiency, ensures that Council is, and 
will continue to be, in a strong financial position 
enabling the delivery of key major projects including the 
Hamilton Streetscape, Hamilton Gallery, and the 
Community Hub within a 10-year period, leaving 
Council debt free at the end of that period, and with a 
cash balance of $12.6m in the bank. Council has 
allocated funding in this budget and the Long-Term 
Financial Plan (LTFP) towards these major projects.  
 
The revitalisation of the Hamilton CBD streetscape will 
take place this financial year. With the design 
underway, Council has allocated $2m to commence 
construction with further funding included in the LTFP 
to finalise these works. The new Community and 
Government Hub, which includes the highly anticipated 
new Library facility, Digital Hub and offices will be step 
closer to reality with an allocation of $5m for the design 
and construction and further funding $10m included in 
the LTFP to finish this facility over the next three years. 
Council has also set aside $875,000 to commence the 
design of the new Hamilton Gallery. This project is 
planned for completion in 2030, funded through a 
Council contribution of $10m and external contributions 
expected of $40m. 
 
“Whether you are a gallery goer or not, the Emerging 
from Darkness exhibition held earlier this year 
demonstrated what a significant impact major 
exhibitions can have on our visitor economy. Hamilton 
Gallery holds one of the best art collections in Australia, 
yet the majority sits in storage due to a lack of space. A 
new gallery will allow us to leverage this collection for 
the benefit of the whole community, and, with the 
strength of our connections within the arts sector in 

Australia, allow us to attract major touring exhibitions,” 
Cr Robertson added. 
 
Council also allocated funding in the 2024/25 Budget 
towards a number of community-identified projects all 
of which will provide far-reaching benefits to the 
Southern Grampians community. 
 
“This year’s budget development process saw us 
change the way we received community feedback, with 
comments provided between November and January to 
help us determine where residents felt Council should 
prioritise spending. The earlier engagement process, 
paired with our survey conducted late last year, 
enabled Council to be better informed of residents’ 
priorities to help meld a budget based on the main 
concerns of the community it services. 
 
“We received 34 submissions from residents and a 
number of business cases from Council officers, 
resulting in budget allocation for a number of 
community projects,” said Cr Robertson. 
These include: 

• Installation of Solar Lighting at Lake Hamilton 

• Stair replacement at Nigretta Falls 

• Drainage and irrigation works for the Melville Oval 
playing surface 

• Purchase and Renovation of Glenthompson 
School 

• Pedrina Park Cricket Nets replacement 

• Hamilton-Coleraine Rail Trail Improvements 

• Structure plans for Cavendish and Coleraine 
 
Capital works of $20.625m are proposed for 2024/25, 
noting this does not include any prior year projects that 
will carry forward into this year. The capital works 
program is being funded by grants of $3m, sale of 
assets $5.64m, loans of $5m and retained cash and 
investments of $6.985m. Council will increase rates by 
2.75% across the shire, in line with the rate cap set by 
the Minister for Local Government to help fund the 
budget. 
 
Council will continue to offer a two per cent discount for 
prompt payment of rates in accordance with the Section 
168 of the Local Government Act 1989 where all four 
instalments of rates and charges declared for the 
current year (less the discount) are paid on or before 
the first instalment date, excluding any arrears of rates 
and charges outstanding from previous years.  
 
Included on rates notices is the Fire Service Levy which 
is a charge imposed by State Government which 
Council must collect and pass on. Included in the 
recent State Budget was a substantial increase in the 
Fire Services Levy. This means for a median house 
price in Victoria of $750,000, the increase in both the 
variable and fixed component of the levy, will result in 
an increase to the annual payment by $37.75 from 
$159.50 to $197.25, or an increase of 23.7%. However, 
for higher value property such as farming land, the 
increase will be greater.  
 
“We’ve also had to make the difficult decision to 
increase charges for municipal waste from $385 to 
$415. The increase to this service charge reflects the 
significant rising costs for Council to dispose of waste. 
We continue to operate our Transfer Stations and 
kerbside services as a cost neutral service and for this 
is the reason we’ve had to increase the fee,” said Cr 
Robertson. “I know our community is continuing to feel 
the squeeze by the ongoing economic climate including 
those in the agricultural sector who are impacted by the 
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recent drought, our local businesses, and also our 
residents just trying to make ends meet.  
 
“Through this budget we have continued to do the best 
we can for our residents keeping the economy in mind 
and committing to those short-term and long-term 
projects that will contribute to a better experience 
locally, while putting the Southern Grampians on the 
map to entice visitor spending in our region. “We’re 
anticipating a number of projects including Cox Street, 
Melville Oval, CBD streetscape planning and design, 
Community Hub design and upgrades for the Hamilton 
Skatepark being completed in this coming financial year 
so there is a lot to look forward within our region,” said 
Cr Robertson. 
 
“When developing a budget we try and plan something 
that will support all of our residents whether that’s in 
key facilities, business, health, technology, sport, 
entertainment – it’s not always an easy thing to do but I 
do think there is something for most residents here. “I 
would encourage you all to have a read through and if 
you didn’t get involved in the budget process this year, 
take the opportunity when we go out for community 
engagement next year to have your say to help shape 
the budget for our region,” concluded Cr Robertson. 
 
Copies of the Budget, Long-Term Financial Plan and 
Pricing Register will be available online at 
www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au 
 

Unlock Your Business Potential with 
Spendmapp: A Powerful Tool for Local 
Success  
Southern Grampians Shire Council would like to let 
community and business owners know about the 
availability of Spendmapp, an innovative tool that can 
provides unique data insights to understand spending 
habits in the Shire. This initiative aims to support local 
businesses by equipping with information to support 
their marketing and promotion campaigns.  
 
What is Spendmapp?  
Spendmapp is a powerful data analytics tool that offers 
real-time insights into consumer spending habits across 
various sectors. By understanding customer 
preferences and spending patterns, businesses can 
make informed, data-driven decisions that optimize 
marketing strategies, enhance inventory management, 
and identify opportunities for growth.  
 
Rory Neeson, Director of Wellbeing, Planning and 
Regulation encouraged business owners to get in touch 
with Council to utilise this tool. “By leveraging the data 
insights from Spendmapp, businesses in the Southern 
Grampians Shire can enhance their planning, boost 
their competitive edge, and ultimately contribute to the 
economic vitality of our region.”  
 
How Spendmapp Can Benefit Your Business  
Understanding Consumer Behaviour:   
Spendmapp provides detailed insights into where and 
how consumers are spending their money. For 
example, in May 2024, visitors to Hamilton increased 
their spending on dining and entertainment by 19%, 
equating to $89,361 compared to May 2023. This type 
of information allows businesses to tailor their offerings 
to meet current consumer demands.  
 
Optimizing Marketing Strategies:   
By identifying peak spending periods for specific 
products or services, businesses can align their 
marketing efforts to maximise impact. For instance, the 
second largest trading day in 2023 was Black Friday, 

when $1.1 million was spent, with $350,000 coming 
from visitors outside the Shire. This data can help 
businesses plan their promotional activities for 
maximum effect.  
 
Enhancing Market Performance Tracking:   
Spendmapp offers a comprehensive view of spending 
in your retail area, enabling you to make informed 
decisions on inventory, pricing, and new offerings. 
Benchmark your performance against local trends and 
identify opportunities for improvement and growth.  
 
Planning for Expansion:   
If you’re considering expanding your business, 
Spendmapp provides crucial data to help you choose 
the best new locations. By analysing spending patterns 
in different areas, you can find the optimal sites for new 
stores or services.  
 
Get Started with Spendmapp  
We encourage all local businesses to take advantage 
of this valuable resource. For more information on how 
Spendmapp can help your business, please contact our 
Economic Development team at 
ecodev@sthgrampians.vic.gov.au or call us at 5573 
0240. 
 

NEWS 

 
COMING UP AT OTR Dunkeld 

 
 
 

OTR Dunkeld Busy Bee 
Sunday 30 June 2024 
2.00pm – 3.00pm 

We invite Members and 
Friends of Off the Rails 
Dunkeld to join us for a 
busy bee and some 
afternoon tea so we can 
have a bit of a tidy up. 

The monthly committee meeting will occur just prior from 
1.00pm – 2.00pm.  All welcome. 
 

Mosaic with Helen Baker 
Saturday 20 July and  
Saturday 27 July 2024 
1.00pm – 3.00pm 

Mosaic classes will provide 
participants with the knowledge of 
how to prepare tiling surfaces, 
different tiling techniques using the 
appropriate tools, grouting 
techniques and sealing the finished 
product. All materials, tools and 
equipment will be supplied however 
participants are required to bring a 

pair of side cutters if possible. 
Total cost is $100.00 which is for 
both sessions payable on the 
first class. Classes will also be 
subjected to receiving adequate 
numbers to operate. 

 
Bookings can be made via email 

otrdunkeld@gmail.com.au  or calling 0405 385  359. 
 

Clay and Sip!   
With a Sculpture Brainstorming session. 
Skills Series Session 
Sunday 28 July 2024 
2.00pm – 4.00pm 

http://www.sthgrampians.vic.gov.au/
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A little sipping, a bit of learning, a lot of 
chatter and a handful of airdry clay 
turned into all sorts of lovely things!  
From balloon bowls, to coil bowls, to 
little birds, everyone’s imagination will 
be on fire. 
 

2024 Skills Series sessions, where anybody in the 
community can come along and learn a new skill, meet new 
people, or chat with friends.  
 
The Skills Series sessions are by donation, whatever you 
can afford, so they are inclusive for everybody! 
 
Come and join us Sunday 28 July for Clay and Sip - Play 
with Clay, glass of wine included! We will also be 
brainstorming up a new sculpture for Dunkeld so bring your 
ideas and themes! 
 
We will be having our monthly Committee Meeting prior, at 
1.00pm – 2.00pm. 

HIRE THE SPACE 
Feel free to contact us on otrdunkeld@gmail.com or Kerryn 
on 0405 385 359. 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
Off the Rails Dunkeld 2024 Memberships!    
To renew your membership, or join Off the Rails Dunkeld, 
please consider making a $10.00 donation by direct deposit 
or drop into the Dunkeld Bendigo Bank branch:  
Off the Rails Dunkeld 
633-000 
Account 155 271 299 
  
Thank you. 
Off the Rails, Dunkeld Committee 
 

HAMILTON PAC 
 

 
Image of Ivan Durrant.  
Photo credit: Victor Colin 
Courtesy of the Sydney Morning Herald. 

 
Controversial artist, Ivan Durrant opens exhibition at 
Hamilton Gallery  
 
Marmalade Skies Through Opal Eyes will be on display until 
Sunday 29 September and New Exuberance will be on 
display until Sunday 21 July. 
 
Full details were published in issue 8 of the Community 
Newsletter. 
 

 

Garden Notes – July 
Fruit tree pruning is an important 
winter gardening job. The reasons 

for pruning are to keep the tree to a 
manageable size and shape, to ensure 

that there is a sturdy framework of branches 
in order to carry a heavy crop of fruit without branch 

breakage and to provide plenty of fruiting wood for future 
crops. Some trees have a tendency to have heavy crops one 
year then little or no crop in the following year. Pruning will 
help to even out this trend which means that you should 
have a reasonable crop every year – seasonable factors 
permitting. Incorrect pruning will not kill your trees, the worst 
you can do is to heavily reduce your crop. 
 
Most deciduous fruit trees are pruned to a “vase’” shape, this 
gives maximum use of sunlight ease of picking and spraying 
and maximum strength to the branch structure. It is possible 
to prune some types of trees as an espalier i.e. trained to 
grow flat against a wall or fence. 
 
The main concern on pruning is to remove dead or diseased 
wood, and broken or ingrowing branches, to thin out any 
overcrowded growth also to select and train a leader growth 
at the end of each branch. 
 
Fruit may set on current spring growth, or wood formed the 
previous year or on fruiting spurs which may produce for 
many years. Observation will tell you which is the fruit wood 
on your trees. As a general rule, peaches, nectarines and 
apricots produce on one year old wood while plums, 
almonds, apples, pears and cherries produce on fruiting 
spurs although some variation may occur. 
 
You should use clean, sharp secateurs, a pruning saw for 
larger cuts, making all cuts with the least possible damage to 
surrounding shoots and bark, cutting as close as possible but 
not too close to a plump healthy bud, any cuts over about 2 -
3 cm diameter should be sealed and all prunings either burnt 
or placed in your green waste bin – this will help to prevent 
the spread of any diseases. Apple and pear trees should be 
sprayed with a winter oil spray soon after pruning. This 
assists with the control of woolly aphids and mites. Any dried 
or “mummified” fruits should be removed and burn as they 
can carry insects and disease spores. 
 
During winter, a greenish-yellow mossy growth often 
becomes visible on the limbs of deciduous trees especially 
older trees, this is called lichen and although it will not kill 
your trees, it will weaken them in the long term. Lime Sulphur 
applied in the winter will give good control. Before spraying, 
prune out any dead or weak growth and make sure to feed 
your trees at the start of spring. If you use animal manure, 
take care not to place  it closer to the base of your tree then 
about 20 cm and to avoid leaving uncovered manure under 
your trees as this can be an ideal breeding place for some 
fungus diseases. 
 
July is an ideal time to plant new fruit trees. Talk to your 
nursery about the most suitable types for this district and any 
special pollination requirements. Also, a great time to plant 
deciduous ornamentals. 
 
Some seasonal reminders: 
1. July is an excellent time to plant new roses and to 

continue pruning established roses. 
2. Plant liliums and other summer flowering bulbs and 

perennials. 
3. As we are having a very dry winter, extra watering may 

be needed in your garden. 
4. Vegetable planting for July include broccoli, cabbage, 

cauliflower, peas, broad beans, turnips and early 
potatoes. 

5. Don’t forget the importance of regular weed control, this 
will make the spring clean-up much easier. 

 
Happy gardening! 
Stephen Hughan, Ararat Nursery – phone: 5352 1123 
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DUNKELD RSL SUB-BRANCH 
RSL Membership: We invite ex-service men 
and women to be members and renew their 
membership to ensure the future of the RSL 
locally. Membership renewal for 2024 is 
$40.00 per person. If you are a relative of ex-
service men or women, you can also join the 

RSL. Affiliate memberships are also available to members of 
emergency services (police, fire brigade, CFA, ambulance 
and/or SES). By becoming a member of the RSL, you will 
enjoy the privilege of having joined one of Australia's oldest 
and most revered organisations and supporting your local 
RSL Sub-Branch. An organisation committed to selfless 
service on behalf of the nation, which is dedicated to 
honouring those who have served our nation through military 
service, and that focuses on the care of veterans and their 
dependants. Application forms are available from the 
Secretary/Treasurer, Terrie Nicholson on 0487 416 971. 
 
Korean Veterans’ Day: On 27 July each year, we 
commemorate Korean Veterans' Day. This is the anniversary 
of the day in 1953 when an armistice was signed to end the 
fighting in Korea. This day is a time for us to remember the 
almost 18,000 Australians who served in the war, including 
some 340 who lost their lives. 
 
Significance of the date 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

General Van Fleet, General Officer Commanding, 8th US Army (far left) 
inspects members of the 3rd Battalion (3RAR), when bestowing the 
Presidential citation in recognition of the Unit’s action at Kapyong, Korea. 
US Major General John W O’Daniel is to Van Fleet’s left. [AWM 083857] 

 
The Korean War began on 25 June 1950 when the Korean 
People's Army of North Korea invaded South Korea. The 
North Koreans captured South Korea's capital, Seoul, within 
days. 
 
The United Nations Security Council declared North Korea 
the aggressor and set up the United Nations Command, a 
joint force to support South Korea. 
 
Australia was one of 21 members of the United Nations to 
send military forces to help South Korea. 
The Korean War became one of the most destructive 
conflicts of the modern era. Many of Korea's major cities 
were affected. The death toll rose to approximately 3 million, 
including many civilians. 
 
Fighting formally ended on 27 July 1953 when an armistice 
was signed by officials from the United States, North Korea 
and China. 
 
Some Australian defence personnel remained in Korea until 
1957. They served as part of a multinational peacekeeping 
force in the post-armistice period. 
 
The Korean War is sometimes referred to as the 'forgotten 
war' because it occurred between two very high-profile 
conflicts, World War II and the Vietnam War.¹ 
¹https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/commemoration/days/korean-veterans-day 
 

 

Prestigious C.A.S. Hawker Scholarships 
Open in November 
The 2025 Charles Allan Seymour (C.A.S.) Hawker residential 
scholarships, valued at up to $75,000 over three years, open 
on Monday 18 November and close on 10 January 2025. 
The C.A.S. Hawker Scholarship is one of the most generous 
privately funded scholarships available to undergraduate and 
postgraduate students in Australia. 
 
The ongoing challenge for the C.A.S. Hawker and other 
university scholarships is to stimulate students to apply. 
Since 1990, the Trustees have awarded more than six million 
dollars to 139 young Australians, including a significant 
number from regional areas. The most recent recipients were 
awarded scholarships from an Australia-wide field of just 81 
applicants. 
 
Most successful applicants are entering their first year of 
tertiary studies. Selection is based on personal qualities as 
well as academic ability. 
 
“At a time when tertiary education costs are increasing, the 
C.A.S. Hawker and other scholarships offer real financial 
assistance, particularly for regional students. I’d strongly 
encourage regional students to apply for a 2025 
scholarship,” Trustee Chair and Hawker family member Mr 
Andrew Hawker said. 
 
Mrs Lilias Needham established the Charles Hawker 
Scholarship in memory of her brother Charles Allan Seymour 
Hawker. Each year the C.A.S. Hawker Scholarship Trustees 
offer a number of scholarships to 
capable students of principle and character who are 
committed to Australia’s future.  
 
The scholarship perpetuates the memory and 
commemorates the achievements of one of Australia’s most 
respected pastoral pioneers and politicians. 
“Charles Hawker was a most remarkable person. He had a 
lasting impact on Australian politics. Members of the federal 
house during his time as the Minister for Commerce in the 
Lyon’s Government in the 1930s had enormous respect for 
him. He was a great Australian who offered his best through 
his commitment to this country. 
 
The values of loyalty, integrity and caring for their 
communities are some of the values I hope the new scholars 
take with them into their studies,” Mr. Andrew Hawker said. 
 
Born on 16 May 1894 at Bungaree homestead near Clare in 
South Australia, Charles Hawker was educated at Geelong 
Church of England Grammar School and Trinity College, 
Cambridge. Student, soldier, pastoralist and statesman 
Charles Allan Seymour Hawker died in the Kyeema air 
disaster on October 25th, 1938. 
 
Undergraduate and postgraduate Hawker Scholars can 
attend a range of educational institutions including the 
Australian National, Adelaide, Flinders, South Australia and 
New England Universities and Marcus Oldham College. 
Successful scholars reside at Burgmann College at the ANU, 
St Mark’s College in Adelaide, Marcus Oldham College at 
Geelong and Trinity College at the University of New 
England. 
 
Postgraduate Charles Hawker Scholars are also able to 
follow in Charles Hawker’s footsteps by studying at the 
University of Cambridge UK and residing at Trinity College. 
“C.A.S. Hawker was a truly remarkable man and a great 
Australian. This scholarship is a fitting tribute to his memory,” 
Andrew Hawker said. 
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Applications for the 2025 Charles Hawker Scholarships open 
on 18 November and close on 10 January 2025. An 
application form will be available from the scholarship 
website when the scholarship opens in November.  
For further information about Charles Hawker and the 
scholarship named in his memory, please visit 
www.hawkerscholarship.org 
 
Her Excellency, the Governor of South Australia has agreed 
to present the 2025 Scholarships at Government House in 
Adelaide in May next year. 
 
More Information: 
Ian Doyle OAM 
B Ec Dip Ed 
School Coordinator 
C.A.S. Hawker Scholarship 
0417 819 189 
hawker@hawkerscholarship.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

        James Mooney 
 

Bricklaying, Rendering & Paving. 
 

Free Quotes 
All sized jobs. 

A high standard of work guaranteed 
 

Call James today on   0409428500 
ABN: 70 277 115 304 
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landscape,  

still life 

and 

contemporary  oil 

paintings 
  

open 10-4 most days  
or phone 0437 944 582 

225 Mirranatwa Rd Mirranatwa 3294 

prints and cards available 
www.grampiansart.com.au 

http://www.grampiansart.com.au/
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Dine In 

Takeaway 

Licensed premises 

Takeaway alcohol 

Catering Available 

Large group bookings welcome!!! 

(Seat up to 50 inside) 

Menu choices, something for everyone 

including 

GF, Vegan and Vegetarian options 
 

SPECIALITY NIGHTS 

TUESDAY - Parma Night $20 

WEDNESDAY - Steak Night $30 
(Free pot of beer or soft drink when dining in) 

THURSDAY - Burger Night $18 

Or Steak Sandwich $20 

 

Freshly made in house Pizzas 

Available daily from 5.00pm 

 

Takeaway Family Packs 

Pizza Bundle – 2 x pizzas, Garlic bread 

& 1.25L soft drink $45 

(Speciality pizzas not included) 

Fish & Chips Bundle - 4 x pieces of fish 

Chips and salad $40 

 

Coffee, Tea, milkshakes, soft drink, etc 

Cakes, slices biscuits 

Coffee & Slice deal $10 

 

Free home delivery service  

from 6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Tuesday to Sunday in Dunkeld  

town boundary only 

(minimum spend $20) 

 

OPENING HOURS 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday to Sunday – Open from 10.30am 

Lunch – 11.00am to 2.00pm 

Dinner 5.00pm to 8.00pm 

(Closing times for dinner may vary) 

 

 

109 Parker Street Dunkeld 

Phone: 5577 2288 

sturgeonviewcafedunkeld@gmail.com 
 

 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld 

Freshly baked artisan bread, baguettes,  

croissants, muffins, quiches, gourmet pies, 

sausage rolls,  

cakes and a delicious menu. 

Thursday    8:30am – 2:00pm  

             

Friday   8:30am - 2:00pm 

 

Saturday     8:30am – 2:00pm 

 

Sunday    8:30am – 2:00pm 

 

Monday    Closed 

 

Tuesday    Closed 

 

Wednesday       Closed 
 

         
 

www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 
 

Orders: 0419 108 919 
 

Accommodation: 0447 857 337 
 

97 Martin Street, Dunkeld, Vic, 3294 

Bakery: 5556 3606   
 

Email: info@dunkeldoldbakery.com.au 

 

 

http://www.dunkeldoldbakery.com.au/
about:blank

