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FEBRUARY 2024
e  Thursday 22 Year 6 Secondary Transition Day at Baimbridge College.
Music Program with Tara Stephens commences for 2024.
MARC Library.

e  Friday 23 SGSSA Swimming Carnival will be held at the Dunkeld Swimming Pool.
e Wednesday 28 School Review — Validation Day.
Prep students do not attend school.
e  Thursday 29 MARC Library.
Division Swimming Championships at Aquazone, Warrnambool.
MARCH 2024
e  Friday 1 Special Assembly commencing at 2.40pm in the school hall.
HDSA Tennis Tournament at Hamilton Lawn Tennis Courts.
e  Wednesday 6 School Review — Fieldwork Day.
e  Thursday 7 MARC Library.
e  Friday 8 Auslan webinar for students and staff.
e  Monday 11 LABOUR DAY Public Holiday.
e  Wednesday 13 NAPLAN testing for Year 3 and Year 5 students commences.
e  Thursday 14 MARC Library.
e  Wednesday 20 School Review — Panel Day.
e  Thursday 21 Regional Swimming Championships at Horsham Memorial Swimming Pool.
e Tuesday 26 SGSSA District Athletics Sports Day (for Year 3 to 6 students) will be held at Mitchell Park,
Hamilton (Prep to Year 2 students will attend school as normal and school buses will run as usual for
these students).
School Council Meeting No 1 commencing at 7.30pm in the staffroom.
e  Wednesday 27 Special Assembly commencing 9.00am in the school hall.
e  Thursday 28 LAST DAY OF TERM 1 — EARLY DISMISSAL AT 2.30pm — school buses will run one hour earlier in the
afternoon.
e  Friday 29 Good Friday Public Holiday.
APRIL 2024
e  Monday 1 Easter Monday Public Holiday.
e Monday 15 FIRST DAY OF TERM 2.
e  Thursday 25 ANZAC DAY Public Holiday.
MAY 2024
e  Friday 3 Year 6 Leadership GRIP Conference in Ballarat.
e  Wednesday 8 SGSSA Cross Country Championships at Tarrington.
e  Wednesday 15 Annual School Photos.

FROM Mrs Angela Field, Principal...

As in previous years we have had a busy start to the 2024 school year! | would officially like to welcome our new Prep students and their
families to the school community, and from all reports they have settled in very well.

Prep 2024
Archer Manders — Maddison and Lachlan.

Connie Scholfield — Jayne and Tom.
Dougie Clark — Sybil and Sam.

Edie McLeod — Jessica and Chris.
Ellie Bruns — Cath and Dale.

Hazel Greenwood — Elly and Eric.
Lola Bubb — Jessica and Leigh.
Maya Byrne — Kellie and Jerrard.

We also welcome Claire Haydon (Year 6) and her parents Suzanne and Paul, to the school community.

Staff for this year are:
Prep/Year 1: Mrs Anne Gilbert and Mrs Angela Field

Year 2: Mrs Naomie Phillips

Year 3/4: Mrs Jackie McShane and Mrs Jackie Mibus
Year 5/6: Ms Dee-Anne Raymond

Art: Mrs Jackie Mibus



Tutor Learning Initiative:  Mrs Alyce Wilson

Education Support: Ms Helen Trahar and Miss Lucy Calvert
Business Manager: Mrs Terrie Nicholson

DET ICT Technician: Mr Sai Teja Cherukuri

MARC Library: Mrs Suzanne Smith

I would like to thank all of the wonderful staff for their support of me, and effort at school during my absence, whilst recovering from
surgery. Dee-Anne Raymond, Teacher-in-Charge in my absence, was most supportive and continued to ensure the school ran smoothly,
particularly with the busy start to the term. Dee-Anne, is now recovering from surgery also, returning on Wednesday 28 February.

Our Assessment Day ran smoothly, with almost all Year 1 to 6 students having completed the assessment. Our Prep students have visited
Mrs Gilbert on Wednesdays to complete the mandatory English Online Interview required by DET, along with the Mathematics Online
Interview that all students complete. Across our Wimmera South West region, schools are encouraged to implement a new literacy
assessment tool, Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS). The tool is a set of procedures and measures for
assessing the acquisition of early literacy skills from Kindergarten through to Grade 6. They are designed to be short fluency
measures used to regularly monitor the development of early literacy and early reading skills. The DIBELS assessment
materials are designed to focus on the five BIG IDEAS of early literacy:

Phonemic Awareness
Alphabetic Principle

Accuracy and Fluency with text
Vocabulary

Comprehension

The School Review is taking place this term with our Validation Day next Wednesday 28 February. We look forward to reflecting on our
previous School Strategic Plan.

Once again, we have seen the wonderful success of our school Swimming Program. | cannot highlight enough the vast expertise of our
coordinators Lea McArthur and Jen McArthur. Our House Swimming Sports was a wonderful day and it was so lovely for the school and
staff to receive positive feedback from spectators at the conclusion of the day. Well done to everyone involved and especially our
swimmers! We still have swimming events taking place and | wish these competitors all the best.

Parent Information Night

Our recent Parent Information Night was well attended and | was most grateful to staff for delivering this in my absence. Thank you to our
family members that were in attendance. Some of the focus points was to highlight critical information about our behaviour management
procedures, communication, attendance and expectations of staff, students, and parents/carers. School bus behaviour was also
discussed, and we encourage families to continue to promote the positive behaviour whilst traveling on the school buses to ensure safety
of our students is paramount for our bus drivers. We also encourage our families with children who walk or ride to school to do so in a safe
manner. If you have any further questions regarding the information presented or the handouts given out, please feel free to contact the
school. We are moving forward progressively with XUNO and encourage parents/carers to ensure they have downloaded that app and
setup their account via the 'welcome' email sent.

On 8 March 2024, we will have a webinar for our teachers and students with Auslan interpreters to promote and enhance our program
here at Dunkeld.

NAPLAN — Year 3 and 5 students will commence NAPLAN from 13 to 26 March. Our Tutor, Mrs Alyce Wilson and teachers will be working
with our students to familiarise them with the written (Year 3 Writing) and online testing procedures.

Staff Professional Learning — This semester we are once again engaging with the Wimmera South West Professional Learning
Communities, in Numeracy and Literacy. Numeracy has seen the implementation of the new Mathematics Victorian Curriculum 2.0, and
after attending Michael Ymer PD late in 2023 we are excited by our numeracy journey and the implementation of new ideas and teaching
practices.

On 8 March 2024, we will have a webinar for our teachers and students with Auslan interpreters to promote and enhance our program
here at Dunkeld.

Bushfire Category

As you may be aware, recently the Wimmera Fire District recorded a ‘catastrophic’ weather alert. This meant that many schools were
closed in that region. So, it is a most timely reminder that our school will close on a day forecast as Catastrophic fire danger rating in the
South West fire district. Closure of the school due to a forecast Catastrophic Day will be confirmed on the day prior and we will provide you
with advice before the end of the school day. Any information regarding potential or confirmed Catastrophic fire danger days will be
communicated to you by email, Xuno and on our Facebook page.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, even if the weather forecast changes. This is to avoid confusion and help your
family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to be aware that:

o No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic Day.
e All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled.

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days. For those of us living in a bushfire
prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Catastrophic days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night
before or early on the morning of the Catastrophic day.

To help the school community prepare :
e Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.
e Keep in touch with us by reading emails, Facebook content, Xuno notifications and any further correspondence received from the
school.
e Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event that our school
is closed due to a Catastrophic fire danger. Further information can be found on the CFA’s website.


https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan

Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community may be spread out across many
areas and some families may be at higher risk than others. Your family’s safety is critical, so please let us know if you are actioning
your bushfire survival plan and if your children will be absent on these days.

If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here:
VicEmergency app — that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices
VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)

Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au

Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency)

Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency)

ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters

Glad to be back!
Ange Field, Principal @

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

HONOUR CERTIFICATES
Friday 3 December 2023
Prep: Layla Macgugan.
Year 1/2: Annie Clark and Indigo Roads.
Year 3/4: Dempsey Gerring and Lochie Bird.
Year 4/5: Annie Jackson And Jim Herrmann.
Year 6: Flex Hyland and Lachie Oldfield Mann

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 2024

2023 YEAR 6 GRADUATION AND AWARDS

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 2024

Congratulations to the following students on their appointments for 2024:

Dux: Freddie Jury.

Our Year 6 Graduation was held on Thursday 7 December 2023 at the Dunkeld
Consolidated School. It was a platform displaying our students’ talents and how much they
have achieved in seven years of Primary School. Each student gave a speech detailing
their experiences at school and where they hope their lives may lead in the future. It was
gratifying to see the confidence they all showed speaking in front of a crowd.

School Council presented each student with a pen, a class photo and a copy of the book,
“What Do You Do With a Chance?” as a memento of their time at Dunkeld Consolidated
School. Thank you to Izzy’s Cafe who generously provided catering and to the Year 5
parents and students who prepared all the decorations for the ‘super hero’ theme.

Award recipients on the night were:

Dunkeld Scholarships (Myers Family): Max Russell and Felix Hyland.
Williams Family Sports Scholarship: Gemma Kyle.
Citizenship Award: Millie McShane.

School Captains: Henrietta Patterson and Jim Herrmann.

Sturgeon House Captains: Elodie Cochran and Hamish Rush.

Wannon House Captains: Edward Alderman and Isla Oldfield Mann

Student Representative Council: Tyson Riddle, Will Griffin-Wilson, Nate Elliott, Zoe
Trotter, Claire Haydon.

Charlotte
Prep/ Year 1

2024 Class Captains — Term 1

Sam Abigail

George
Year 2 Year3/4 Year 5/6


https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/schools/primary-schools/activities
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency

School Captains’ Report

At the start of the 2024 school year one of our School Captains, Henrietta Patterson, attended the Australia Day ceremony
in Dunkeld and was honoured to raise the flag.

The Preps settled in quickly and have adjusted to the school environment with help from their Buddies.

The Prep and Year 6 Buddies are:

Archer with Edward and Hamish; Connie with Claire; Dougie with Jim and Will; Edie with Elodie; Ellie with Isla; Lola with
Henrietta and Maya with Nate and Tyson.

On Thursday 22 February the Year 6 students will have the opportunity to visit Baimbridge College for a secondary school
Transition Day.

Our first Special Assembly will be held on Friday 1 March, in the hall, commencing at 2.40pm.

By Jim Herrmann and Henrietta Patterson.

FUNDRAISING AMOUNTS FROM 2023

During 2023, the students (with their families’ amazing support) raised $1 663.75 through the Royal Children's Hospital Good Friday
Appeal, Crazy Hair Day, Do It For Dolly Day, Zooper Dooper Days, Casual Dress Days and My Business Rules. This is a great result, from
a small school. Even more special is that the senior students decide which charities/organisations to donate to, and why. They have
demonstrated a great deal of knowledge and compassion, and we are very proud of them. Thank you all for your support of this very
worthwhile activity.

The following not-for-profit organisations received support from our school in 2023:

1. Elizabeth’s Legacy — Flicker of Hope Foundation $729.60
2. Royal Children’s Hospital Good Friday Appeal $506.00
3. Dolly’s Dream $111.00
4. The Kids’ Cancer Project $ 94.95
5. The Pyjama Foundation $115.00
6. Cystic Fibrosis $107.20

A sincere thank you to Jenny and Bill Crawford who donated funds towards our Elizabeth’s Legacy fundraiser from lunch proceeds at their
annual Ram Sale and also to Senior Constable Roger McClure who individually raised $440.00 for Elizabeth’s Legacy for his ‘eight hours
of hard labour’.

The Year 6 students raised a total of $858.35 through their 2023 My Business Rules project and they decided to donate the proceeds to
the school for new sports equipment, namely Grid Ball.

Welcome to our wonderful 2024 Preps

Our eight new Prep students have had a brilliant start to the school year for 2024! They all
confidently walk into the classroom each morning with beaming smiles to unpack their school
bags and get organised for a day at school. They put their diaries in the box, change their home
reading books (on the days that is needed) and then whizz out the door for a quick play with their
friends before the first bell goes. No tears or hesitations, just eight happy little learners. They got
through the recent two-week swimming program by independently changing themselves before
and after their lessons.

They had great confidence in the pool — even jumping in at the deep end!

I’'m looking forward to a great year ahead with our new Prep classmates.

Year 3/4 Capacity Craze

On Pancake Tuesday the Year 3/4 class ventured into the kitchen with the help of two very kind volunteer parents, Rachel Blackwell and
Lea McArthur. The students were very excited as we had been learning about capacity and volume during our Maths sessions, so they
were able to show us their skills when doubling and halving litres and millilitres. We even had many students who could convert these into
fractions and decimals.

The smell of a pancake was too irresistible for the rest of the school community, so we decided to cook a pancake for everyone in our
school. A quote from Maxi Bubb, “These are the best pancakes I've ever had”, made the Year 3/4 students’ day. In fact, we could hear
many students saying, “WOW, these are actually really good!”

Following the cooking session, we
returned to class to eat our final
pancake. It was a highlight of our

day when we read that the

pancakes could be tossed high and
caught. So, we had to give this a try.
We ate our final pancake and read a
little passage about Shrove Tuesday. It
was a very enjoyable day!




SPORTS

The following children have qualified to participate in the SGSSA (Southern Grampians School Sports Association) Swimming Carnival to
be held at the Dunkeld Swimming Pool this Friday 23 February commencing at 10.00am:

1. James Cochran, Year 3 15. Banjo Hyland, Year 5

2. Edwin White, Year 3 16. Jet Roads, Year 5

3. Indigo Roads, Year 3 17. Henry Wilson, Year 5

4. Ruby Mibus, Year 3 18. George Lomas, Year 5

5. Tilly Alderman, Year 3 19. Digby Heazlewood, Year 5

6. Bobby Blackwell, Year 4 20. Olivia Balkin, Year 5

7. George Phillips, Year 4 21. Grace Macgugan, Year 5

8. Xavier Macgugan, Year 4 22. Audrey Black, Year 5

9. Jude Rush, Year 4 23. Edward Alderman, Year 6

10. Jed Russell, Year 4 24. Hamish Rush, Year 6

11. Sybil Patterson, Year 4 25. Nate Elliott, Year 6

12. Nellie Wickens, Year 4 26. Elodie Cochran, Year 6

13. Michaela Roache, Year 4 27. Henrietta Patterson, Year 6

14. Dempsey Gerring, Year 4 28. Zoe Trotter, Year 6
Sports News

For the past two weeks we have been going down to the
Dunkeld pool to practise and improve our swimming. Last
Friday 16 February was our school Swimming Sports
Carnival. We all had a lot of fun and the day was filled with
great sportsmanship. Congratulations to Sturgeon on their
win. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped on the day
and especially to Lea, Jen, Casey and Ella for preparing us
for the swimming carnival.

Age Champions:

Age Group Girls Boys

8 Years Annie Clark Sam Parkinson
9 Years Indigo Roads James Cochran
10 Years Nellie Wickens  Jude Rush

11 Years Zoe Trotter Banjo Hyland

12/13 Years Elodie Cochran Edward Alderman

On Friday 23 February some of our swimmers will be heading back down to compete at the SGSSA Swimming Carnival at the Dunkeld Pool.
Good luck to all competitors!

We are currently planning some sports activities to take place at school during lunchtimes for the rest of the term.
By Isla Oldfield Mann, Elodie Cochran, Edward Alderman and Hamish Rush, Sports Captains

SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 2024

Dunkeld Consolidated School will be holding its annual elections for School Council during February and March in 2024. In accordance with
the Department of Education and Training’s (DET) requirements, the election process must be concluded by the end of March. The timeline
for the Council elections is given below:

Monday 26 February Call for nominations.
Monday 4 March Nominations close at 4.00pm.

Following the closing date, a list of the nominations received will be posted at the school. The terms of office, membership categories and
number of positions in each membership category open for election are as follows:



Membership Term of Office Number of
Category Positions
From the day after the date of the declaration of
Parent Member the poll in 2024 to and inclusive of the date of the 4

declaration of the poll in 2026.

From the day after the date of the declaration of
DET Employee the poll in 2024 to and inclusive of the date of the 2
Member declaration of the poll in 2026.

If an election is required:

e Friday 8 March Distribute ballot papers on or before this date.
e Friday 15 March Close of ballot.

e Monday 18 March Count votes and declare the poll.

e Tuesday 26 March  New School Council will meet.

Nomination forms for election to School Council are available from the school office. Membership is on a two-year basis (2024 -
2026). Retiring councilors are also eligible for nomination. If you have any queries about School Council membership, please contact the
school office.

If Council elections proceed according to the timeline, then the new Council will be able to meet during March. The proposed date is Tuesday
26 March at 7.30pm at school.

The retiring councillors are as follows:

Parent Members: Paul Phillips DET Members: Terrie Nicholson
Holly Herrmann Vacancy
Peter Roads
Kate Wickens

SCHOOL LUNCH ORDERS FOR 2024

This year school lunch orders will be available on a TUESDAY and THURSDAY of each week. The external school lunch provider is
Izzy’s Café, Dunkeld and they commenced taking lunch orders for Term 1, from Tuesday 20 February 2024.

Students are responsible for placing their orders, written on a brown paper bag with money enclosed, in a specially marked box
near the School Admin Office. Please send correct money if possible. The menu and pricelist are available on the school website:
https://www.dunkeld.vic.edu.au/page/77/School-Lunch-Orders . s

For the order to be easily processed, please make sure the order is written (in black or blue pen) on the bottom
third of the brown paper bag. It would be very helpful if families could please provide their own paper bags
for the lunch orders. Please note that Izzy’s Café staff will place any change in your child’s lunch order bag.

Late orders are unable to be accepted by the school office. Students who fail to put in their lunch orders (or
bring their lunch) will be given school supplied lunches. A charge of $2.00 per supplied food item will apply.
This charge will be paid to the school using the child’s lunch order money or a note sent home in the child’s diary.

Mobile Area Resource Centre (MARC) Library

The MARC van visits a range of schools in the Hamilton region and offers your children regular library lessons and access to a large range
of books from which they can borrow. This year, Dunkeld’s MARC Library Day is on a THURSDAY.

By now all children have had the opportunity to borrow from the MARC van and Mrs Suzanne Smith would really appreciate it if you could
help your child properly care for their MARC library books at home:
e Keep books clean and dry.
Turn the pages gently from the corner.
Read with clean hands.
Keep away from little children and pets.
No food or drink around your books.
Do not colour or draw in the books.
Please return your library books on time.

Unfortunately, if your child does not return their book, they are not able to borrow again until the book is returned. Our school will receive a
$15.00 replacement fee for any badly damaged or lost books, which may be passed on to your family.

SCHOOL BUS TRAVEL

If a student is an eligible bus traveller and is listed on the Mirranatwa or Woodhouse School Bus Rolls, the school will assume that the
student is travelling home on the bus each afternoon, unless otherwise advised by parent/s.

Please advise the school office via the student diary, email or phone 5577 2384 if your child/children will not be travelling home on the
school bus. Standing Orders from last year will not be carried over to the new school year. Please forward any Standing Orders for the
2024 school year to the school office.

An application form must be completed for any ‘ad hoc’ school bus travellers. Please contact the school office for an application form and
approval.

As Dunkeld Consolidated School is a bus co-ordinating school, any queries should be directed to the school not the school bus drivers.
Thank you for your support and assistance, in helping our School Bus Program run smoothly.


https://www.dunkeld.vic.edu.au/page/77/School-Lunch-Orders

SCHOOL MEDICATION, ASTHMA AND ANAPHYLAXIS PLANS

In the interest of safety, no medicines will be administered by staff unless written permission and instructions are given by parents.
All medication and instructions must be given to staff to look after. If this is necessary, please assist us by providing medication in the original
packaging that indicates your child's name, the dose required and the time the medication is to be given. Signed parental permission is
required.

Parents must notify the school of any asthma attacks their child has had and a current Asthma Plan/Anaphylaxis Action Plan
provided at the beginning of each school year or if medication changes etc. The school must also be notified of any allergies that
their child may have.

CAMPS, SPORTS, EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF) — APPLICATION FORMS

The DET Camps, Sports, Excursions fund (CSEF) provides payments for eligible students to attend activities like;
e  School camps and trips
e Swimming and school-organised sport programs
e  Outdoor education programs
e Excursions and incursions

Families holding a valid means-tested concession card or temporary foster parents are eligible to apply.

If you applied for the CSEF at your child’s school in 2024, you do not need to complete an application form in 2024 unless there has been a
change in your family circumstances. Your child’s school will apply for the CSEF on your behalf. You will only need to submit an application
form in 2024 if any of the following changes have occurred:

New student enrolments: your child has started or changed schools in 2024 or you did not apply at the same school in 2024.
Changed family circumstances

Change in custody

Change of name

Concession card number

New siblings commencing at the school in 2024

CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE PROGRAM (CAP) — APPLICATION FORMS

The Conveyance Allowance is a form of financial assistance to help families in rural and regional Victoria with the cost of transporting their
children to their nearest appropriate school/campus. The Conveyance Allowance is available to eligible students travelling by public transport,
private car and private bus.

To be eligible a student must:

« Be a Victorian resident;

* Be school aged and enrolled three or more days per week at a school;

« Attend their closest government or non-government school/campus, appropriate to their year level, at which admission is permissible, and
is located outside the Melbourne metropolitan conveyance boundary, and

*» Reside 4.8km or more by the shortest practicable route from that school/campus attended.

(Students who are privately transported 4.8km or more to a public transport or government funded school bus stop may be able to claim a
private car conveyance allowance as well to cover this distance.)

If you are eligible for Conveyance Allowance, please contact the school office AS SOON AS POSSIBLE as forms need to be completed and
returned by Monday 26 February 2024.

Families who have received the Conveyance Allowance in the past must submit a NEW application form.

THE DUNKELD CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL WANTS YOUR USED BATTERIES!

The Dunkeld Consolidated School Council has been conducting an ongoing Battery Collection Fundraiser. Kelly’'s AGnVET Dunkeld have
kindly offered to be a central collection point for used batteries for the Dunkeld Consolidated School (Jason Linskens was instrumental in
organising this). Any unwanted car, truck, tractor, boat batteries etc may be dropped off at Kelly’'s AGNnVET Hardware Store, 101 Parker
Street, Dunkeld.

(All small batteries including A, C, D, AA, AAA, 9 volt, button batteries may be dropped off to the relevant supermarkets in
Hamilton for recycling).

Components of used batteries e.g., metals, acids and plastics are reclaimed, recycled and put back into the manufacturing process to build
more batteries and household products, 98% of the battery is recycled.

The Dunkeld Consolidated School Council would also like to thank Mr Nathan Hinkley and Mr Terry Schultz, Grampians Tyre Service,
Hamilton for their generous support of our Used Batteries Fundraising project.



